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SSccrriippttuurreess

Lk 2:40-52

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

Jesus obeyed both God and His earthly parents

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To identify the things believers can do at church to
worship God and learn His words

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“Jesus increased in wisdom and stature.”
(Lk 2:52)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 prepare a variety of
ready-to-eat healthy
foods (vegetables; fruit or
whole wheat snacks)

88 plates
88 forks, spoons and napkins

Jesus At The Temple

f
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JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt’’ss CChhiillddhhoooodd
Many of us have a natural curiosity to learn

more about Jesus’ childhood. The Gospel of Luke is
the only source of information we have about His
early years. Although His conception was virginal,
Jesus was born on earth as a baby, and grew up as
any human being would. So He understands what
it is like to be a child. And He didn’t have an easy
life. His father was a carpenter so He wasn’t born
into a rich family. He also had to move several
times as a young child because Herod wanted Him
killed. He lived in a foreign country for a while, and
then in Galilee, in a town called Nazareth. In the
minds of most Jews, Nazareth wasn’t the best place
to live. The Jews looked down upon Nazarenes as
poor and not “pure” Jews. So even though Jesus is
the Savior, His early life on earth was not necessar-
ily a happy one.

Jesus had younger brothers and sisters. The
names of His sisters are not known, but His broth-
ers were: James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas. Not
everyone understood who He was and knew that

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb
He was the Son of God because He had come into
the world just as any other baby would have.

When Jesus turned twelve years old, He formal-
ly joined the religious community, and at that point
was considered a man, responsible for keeping the
Law. Keeping the Law included celebrating
Passover at Jerusalem (see Ex 23:14-17). In fact,
every Jewish man was expected to come to
Jerusalem at least three times a year. During this
particular trip, the boy Jesus lingered behind in
Jerusalem to learn more about God’s words, which
caused Mary and Joseph to anxiously seek for their
missing son. When Mary found Him in the temple
listening to teachers and asking them questions, she
told Jesus how worried she was. Even though Jesus
knew that His goal was to learn and do His heaven-
ly Father’s will, He obeyed His parents and went
home with them.
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For this Bible story, it is important to let the chil-
dren know that even though they are young, they can
still build a strong relationship with God by coming to
Religious Education classes to learn more about God’s
words, singing hymns to praise Him, listening to Bible
stories, and obeying their parents. This is just what
Jesus did, for He was eager to learn everything there
was to know about His heavenly Father. It is also
important to point out that He was submissive to His
earthly parents. As the key verse for this lesson (Luke
2:52) indicates, the boy Jesus advanced in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and men. Jesus is an
excellent example for them to follow.

Students at this age love to hear about Jesus’

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ childhood stories. They might be amazed to realize
that the almighty Lord Jesus was once a child, too, just
like them. Talk about the kind of family Jesus grew up
in. Being the oldest in a carpenter’s family, Jesus had
to help out His earthly parents a lot. Ask students if
they do the same in their own home. Have them give
examples of how they can be good helpers. It is impor-
tant for the students to know that Jesus was not some
kind of superhuman or superhero, even though He
was born by the Holy Spirit. By relating these child-
hood stories, it helps them to understand that Jesus
went through many of the same things they are also
going through. That is why Jesus can really know how
they feel. That is why they are always encouraged to
talk to Jesus through prayer because there is nothing
He can’t help them with.

CCaarrppeenntteerr
someone who makes things out of wood (like
chairs and tables) to earn a living

WWiissddoomm,, WWiissee
knowing right from wrong

PPaassssoovveerr
a special holiday to remember how God saved His peo-
ple from the Egyptians during the Exodus

HHoonnoorr
to show respect for someone

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

This lesson is a good time to reflect upon how
the boy Jesus was able to grow strong in faith and
be filled with wisdom, and how He also became a
person who was well loved by God and the people
around Him. As RE teachers, our biggest challenge
is helping the students grow up in the Lord and
remain faithful to Him, even as they head off for
college. Although it was not easy, the boy Jesus
was able to strive to do what was right in the eyes
of God. Encourage your students to be more like
Jesus. He is a good example of a person who went
through daily struggles and conquered them.
Today, the temptations may be different (e.g.
excessive computer games, on-line chat rooms), but
the way to overcome them is the same. Remind the
students that every little thing counts, and it’s up to
them to make good choices every day! As you
advise the students to make smart choices, you

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh
might think about your past and the decisions that
you made growing up. Was God a part of your deci-
sion-making process? What kind of priorities did
you have? Did you seek to please God and men as a
young child? Take this opportunity to share your
own testimony for the Lord.

Another important part of this lesson is Jesus’
obedience to His earthly parents. We can imagine
how worried and frustrated they felt when Jesus
was nowhere to be found. Later, when Mary found
Him sitting among the teachers in the temple, talk-
ing to them peacefully, He was not showing any
signs of anxiety over “losing” His parents. But, Jesus
knew that His earthly parents would not understand
why He stayed behind to talk to the teachers and
the importance of studying God’s words. So Jesus lis-
tened to Mary, and obeyed her, returning home
without arguing further. Talk to the students about
what it means to obey their parents. Give some
examples of how one can truly be obedient to his or
her parents.
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JJeessuuss GGrroowwss UUpp
When Jesus was born, He was just a tiny baby.

He had little toes and fingers and a very small body.
But He didn’t stay little. He grew like you and me. He
became taller, older, and smarter each day! Soon, he
was not a baby anymore, but a boy who loved to help
out in His family. He started to help His father Joseph.
Joseph was a carpenter. That means he made things
out of wood, like shelves and chairs. So Jesus would
help his father with his wood-working. He also must
have helped His mother to take care of some house
chores. Every day He grew. Soon He turned ten years
old, then eleven, then twelve! He grew strong and
healthy, and was filled with wisdom. Children, what
does it mean for someone to be filled with wisdom?
When someone is filled with wisdom, this person
understands many things in the Bible and knows how
to make good decisions to be a good Christian.
Children, how many of you think that you’re also
being filled with wisdom? (Raise your hand high, so I
can see.) Can you think of some good decisions that
you have already made to be a good Christian? For
example, you decided to follow your parents to come
to church today to learn more about God’s words.
You chose not to complain about coming to church.
This is a wise decision you have made to be a good
Christian. Are there any other examples you can think
of? (Let students share.) The boy Jesus was just like
you; He not only grew taller and older, but also wiser
and stronger in faith. 

JJeessuuss GGooeess ttoo JJeerruussaalleemm wwiitthh HHiiss PPaarreennttss
Every year, Jesus’ parents, Mary and Joseph,

took their family to Jerusalem to worship in the tem-
ple. They made this trip every year to show God that
they loved Him very much and wanted to worship
Him. When Jesus turned twelve, Mary and Joseph
took their family again. But this time, the Jerusalem
trip became even more special. That is because when
a Jewish boy turns twelve years old, people will not
call him a boy anymore, but a man. Even though he
is not that old (share the name of a child within the
local church who is around twelve years old so that
the students have an idea of what that means), he is
old enough to understand what is right to do and

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

what he should not do. A twelve year old Jewish
boy has to begin to act grown up and be responsi-
ble. Therefore, when the Feast of the Passover
came, Mary and Joseph took Jesus with them to go
to Jerusalem to worship God.  

Back in the old days, many people didn’t live
close to Jerusalem. And when it was time to go to
the temple, the family had to walk on foot for hun-
dreds of miles to get to Jerusalem to worship God.
Do you know how far Jesus and His parents walked
from Nazareth, where He lived, to Jerusalem and
back?  Does anyone want to take a guess? (Call on
3 to 4 students to share their estimates, and write
the number on the board.) It takes about twelve
days to walk 240 miles from Nazareth to Jerusalem
and back. That was how far Jesus walked with His
parents to go worship God! Can you imagine your-
self walking for that long? (Give an example
between two places that students are familiar with
that are approximately 240 miles in distance to
show them how far it really is. You can also use a
Bible map to point out the distance between
Nazareth to Jerusalem.)

MMaarryy aanndd JJoosseepphh CCaannnnoott FFiinndd JJeessuuss
Finally, after about twelve days of walking,

Jesus and His parents arrived safely at the temple in
Jerusalem. The festival was a special time when
everyone went to worship God together. So many
families and friends were also there to celebrate.
When Jesus and His family got there, they had a
wonderful time worshiping God and seeing their
friends. When Passover ended, everyone started to
head home again. Because so many people had
come to Jerusalem, there was a big crowd traveling
down the road. And because there were so many
people, Mary and Joseph couldn’t keep an eye on
Jesus. After walking for a long time, they found out
Jesus was not with them. At first, Mary and Joseph
thought Jesus was walking with their friends. Soon,
they found out that He wasn’t. They looked up and
down the road but they couldn’t find Jesus any-
where. So they hurried back to Jerusalem to look
for Him there. Children, let’s say that you went to
the supermarket to buy some food with your par-
ents, and when it is time to go home, they could
not find you. How do you think your parents might
feel when they don’t see you anywhere? (Let stu-
dents share their thoughts.) They would probably
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feel very nervous and worried about you, and this was
how Mary and Joseph felt. As soon as they found out
that Jesus was missing, they hurried back to the city of
Jerusalem looking everywhere for Him.

MMaarryy aanndd JJoosseepphh FFiinndd JJeessuuss iinn tthhee TTeemmppllee
Jerusalem was a big city! Mary and Joseph looked

and looked for a long time, but couldn't find Jesus in
those places they looked. Can you guess where they
finally found Jesus? They found Him in the temple.
When Mary and Joseph arrived at the temple, they
found Jesus sitting among the temple teachers, listen-
ing to them and asking them questions. Jesus was also
answering questions Himself. The teachers were very
surprised that He knew so much about God.

When Mary and Joseph found Jesus, they were
happy and upset at the same time. They felt happy
because they knew that Jesus was safe. However, they
also felt angry and upset, because Jesus didn’t pay
attention to the time. When it was time to go home
and leave with His family, Jesus still stayed in the tem-
ple. He didn’t even know His parents had left.

Mary walked up to Jesus and said, “Son, why
have You done this to us? Your father and I are wor-
ried about you. We have looked for you everywhere.”

Jesus answered, “I need to stay here and talk
with the teachers to learn more about God. Did you
not know that I must be about My Father’s business?”

Children, what do you think Jesus was talking
about? Wasn’t His father the carpenter Joseph? Who
is the “Father” Jesus was talking about here? (Ask a
few students to share their thoughts.) Yes, He was
not talking about His earthly father, Joseph, but His
heavenly Father, the almighty God. He stayed
behind in the temple wanting to learn about God as
much as possible, so that He would be prepared to
do what God wanted Him to do when He grew up.
So even at a young age, Jesus knew that studying
God’s word and doing what was right was very
important.

Mary didn’t understand what Jesus was talking
about, but she kept all these things in her heart.
Then Jesus went back to Nazareth with His family.
He obeyed His earthly parents, Mary and Joseph, and
followed the commandment to honor His parents.
Children, how can you honor your father and moth-
er today? (Have students give examples.) We can
obey them, tell them the truth, be good helpers, and
listen to what they have to say. Jesus did all these
things, and the Bible says that He “increased in
stature and wisdom, and in favor of God and men.”
That means that He grew smarter every day. And
every day He loved God more and loved the people
around Him more too.  When we do the right things,
and make smart choices every day, both God and
men will be very proud and happy with us.

11.. WWhheerree ddiidd JJeessuuss aanndd HHiiss ffaammiillyy ggoo wwhheenn

HHee wwaass ttwweellvvee yyeeaarrss oolldd?? (They went to

Jerusalem to worship at the temple.)

22.. WWhheenn iitt wwaass ttiimmee ttoo ggoo hhoommee,, wwhhaatt hhaapp--

ppeenneedd ttoo JJeessuuss?? (His parents could not find

Him. He had stayed behind in the temple.)

33.. WWhhaatt wwaass JJeessuuss ddooiinngg aatt tthhee tteemmppllee wwhheenn

HHiiss ppaarreennttss ffoouunndd HHiimm?? (He was studying

with the teachers, asking and answering

questions.)

44.. HHooww ddiidd JJeessuuss oobbeeyy HHiiss eeaarrtthhllyy ppaarreennttss

aanndd GGoodd wwhheenn HHee wweenntt hhoommee wwiitthh tthheemm??

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg
(He listened to Mary and Joseph and

went home with them because He knew

they were worried about Him. He obeyed

God by honoring His parents and follow-

ing their instructions. He also knew it was

important to study the words of God.)

55.. WWhhaatt ccaann wwee ddoo ttoo sshhooww tthhaatt wwee aarree lliiss--

tteenniinngg ttoo oouurr ppaarreennttss?? (Allow students to

answer.)

66.. WWhhaatt ccaann wwee ddoo ttoo sshhooww tthhaatt wwee aarree lliiss--

tteenniinngg ttoo GGoodd?? (Allow students to

answer.)

77.. TThhee BBiibbllee ssaayyss tthhaatt JJeessuuss ggrreeww iinn ssttaattuurree

aanndd wwiissddoomm.. WWhhaatt ddooeess tthhaatt mmeeaann aanndd

hhooww ccaann wwee bbee lliikkee JJeessuuss aass wwee ggrrooww uupp??
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(Allow students to answer; some possible

answers: we need to grow strong both

physically and spiritually; we need to keep

our bodies healthy by eating the right

foods and exercising; we need to read the

Bible, come to church and pray to grow

strong spiritually. These things will make

God and our parents proud and happy.)

TThhee LLiittttllee HHeellppeerr
The Lim family was getting ready for a big din-

ner. All their relatives were coming to their house
today. It was Grandma’s birthday. She was going to
be eighty-one.

That afternoon, everyone was getting ready
for the big dinner. Nicole washed the vegetables
and Mrs. Lim chopped them up. Lisa was in the
backyard. She was busy washing Togo, their dog.
Benjamin was in the living room. He was putting
away books and dusting the tables. Everyone was
doing something- everyone except for little five-
year-old Susie.

Susie sat on a stool in the kitchen. She swung
her feet as she watched her mother and her sister
Nicole. She wanted to help, too.

“Nicole, do you need help washing the veg-
etables?” Susie asked.

“No, Susie, you’re too little to help. You won’t
be able to reach the sink,” Nicole said. “Don’t
worry, just go and play,” she added.

“Oh, okay,” Susie said. Then she turned to her
mom and asked, “Mommy, do you need help cut-
ting the vegetables? I promise that I will be very
careful.”

“No, dear. You are too young to use a knife.
You just might cut yourself with it,” Mrs. Lim said.
“Why don’t you go and color your books?”

Susie frowned, and slowly walked out to the
living room to look for her brother Benjamin
instead. She saw Benjamin putting away books and
magazines.

“Ben, do you think I can help you put away
the books?” Susie asked.

“No, Susie. These books are too heavy for
you,” Benjamin said. “Why don’t you go outside
and play?” 

“Ben, the books are not that heavy. See, I can

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy
pick up my own toy box that is full of stuff. Look at
me- I am strong!  Can I pleeeeeease help?” Susie
begged.

“Don’t be silly, Susie. I’m almost done. Just go
outside and play. I’ll come find you in a minute,”
Ben insisted. 

Susie hung her head and went to the backyard.
She found her sister, Lisa, washing their dog, Togo.
Susie laughed when she saw Lisa. Lisa was all wet.
She even had some bubbles on her face! Togo kept
splashing around the big tub.

Susie walked up to her and asked, “Lisa, do you
need some help washing Togo?” 

“Are you kidding, Susie? You’re too little to
hold Togo down. You’re going to get all wet,” Lisa
said.

“You are all wet, too. Why can’t I get wet with
you?” Susie said.

“Susie, don’t be like that. I’ll finish washing
Togo in a few minutes, then we can play, okay?
Now, just go and do something and wait for me.”

Susie sadly walked to the front porch and sat
down. It seemed like she was too little to do any-
thing around the house, but she just wanted to
help. She wanted to grow up, fast!

Just then, her father walked up to Susie. He
had just finished mowing the lawn.

“Why the sad face, Susie?” Mr. Lim asked.
“I can’t seem to do anything, Daddy. Everyone

says I’m too little,” said Susie.
“Oh, Susie, you can do a lot of things. Listen,

even though you’re little, you can still please God in
many ways.”

“How?” Susie asked.
“Well, for starters, you can smile. God loves

happy children. You can also help us by praying.
You can ask God to help us do good jobs, so we can
get ready for Grandma’s birthday dinner soon,” Mr.
Lim said.

Mr. Lim continued, “You know Susie, even
though you are still young, you are growing every
day. One day you will be big enough to do all the
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things your brother and sisters are doing. But it
makes me happy and proud that you want to help.
That means your mind is growing.”

“Like when I learn new things?” asked Susie.
“Yes, like when you learn new things. How

about I teach you something now? Do you want to
help me sweep up the grass?” asked Mr. Lim.

“Yes!” replied Susie with a big smile.

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11..  WWhhaatt ooccccaassiioonn wwaass tthhee LLiimm ffaammiillyy bbuussyy ggeettttiinngg

rreeaaddyy ffoorr tthhaatt eevveenniinngg?? (Grandma’s 81-year-
old birthday dinner.)

22..  WWhhaatt wwaass eevveerryyoonnee ddooiinngg ttoo ggeett rreeaaddyy?? 
(Nicole was washing the vegetables; Mrs. Lim
was cutting the vegetables; Benjamin was dust-
ing tables, and putting away books; Lisa was
washing their dog, Togo; and Mr. Lim was
mowing the lawn.)

33.. HHooww ddiidd lliittttllee SSuussiiee ffeeeell wwhheenn eevveerryyoonnee ttoolldd

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

JJeessuuss AAtt TThhee TTeemmppllee
Help Mary and Joseph find Jesus at the temple by
going through the maze.

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

II CCaann GGoo TToo CChhuurrcchh
What can we do at church? Finish each sentence. 
1.   I can go to church with my ________. (family)
2. I can go to church and ______. (pray)
3. I can go to church and see other _______. (broth-

ers and sisters)
4. I can go to church and learn God’s ________.

(words)

During this activity sheet, be sure to talk about how
all these things help us grow spiritually, closer to
God. When we go to church and learn God’s words,
we are like Jesus at the temple.

hheerr tthhaatt sshhee wwaass ttoooo yyoouunngg ttoo hheellpp?? (Susie felt
very sad. She wanted to be helpful, but no one
would let her do anything because she was the
youngest in the family.)  

44..  WWhhaatt wwoouulldd yyoouu ddoo iiff yyoouu wweerree SSuussiiee?? DDoo yyoouu
hheellpp oouutt iinn yyoouurr oowwnn hhoommee?? WWhhaatt ddoo yyoouu uussuu--
aallllyy ddoo ttoo hheellpp oouutt iinn yyoouurr ffaammiillyy?? (Let students
answer.) 

55..  WWhhaatt ddiidd MMrr.. LLiimm ssaayy ttoo SSuussiiee ttoo mmaakkee hheerr
ssmmiillee aaggaaiinn?? (Mr. Lim told Susie that even
though she was young, she could still do many
things to help. For example, she could pray to
God for everyone to do a good job getting
ready for the dinner.)

66..  HHooww ddoo wwee kknnooww wwee aarree ggrroowwiinngg eevveerryyddaayy,,
pphhyyssiiccaallllyy aanndd ssppiirriittuuaallllyy?? (Allow students to
answer; some possible answers: we are grow-
ing taller, eating more food, learning more
about the words of God, thinking about others
etc)

II CCaann GGrrooww!!
Materials:
1. prepare a variety of ready-to-eat healthy foods

(vegetables; fruit or whole wheat snacks)
2. plates
3. forks, spoons and napkins
Directions:
1. Give each student a plate, napkin and fork or

spoon.
2. Before you hold up each snack, talk about how

we can keep our bodies healthy (exercise, good
diet, being happy).

3. As you hold up each snack, talk about how it is
a good and healthy choice (as opposed to
chips, soft drinks or candy).

4. Ask each student why it is important to keep
our bodies healthy physically and spiritually
(review how we can keep our bodies healthy
spiritually too if time permits).

5. Pass out some of the light snacks for the stu-
dents to enjoy!

C AAccttiivviittyy 33



AAccttiivviittyy 55::11 Jesus At The Temple
Help Mary and Joseph find Jesus at the temple by going through the maze.
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AAccttiivviittyy 55::22

1. I can go to church with my
______________.

3. I can go to church and see
______________.

2. I can go to church and
______________.

4. I can go to church and learn
God’s ______________.

I Can Go to Church
Look at each picture. What can we do at church?

Finish the sentence. The words to choose from are:
brothers and sisters, pray, words, family




