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“Consider the ravens, for

they neither sow nor

reap...how much more value

are you than the birds?” 

(Luke 12:24)
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TTeeaacchheerr’’ss IInnssppiirraattiioonn
DDiisscciipplliinnee iiss PPrrooppeerr FFoorr EEvveerryy CChhiilldd

Disciple proves our love for our children
The landscape of our society is littered with the lives of

undisciplined children and young people who have grown in
years but not in maturity or wisdom.

The word of God says if we don’t discipline our children, we
don’t love them--we hate them. Parents must learn that disci-
pline is not something they do TO their child but something
they do FOR their child. They must get to the point where they
love their child too much to allow him to practice destructive
patterns of behavior. 

““CChhaasstteenn yyoouurr ssoonn wwhhiillee
tthheerree iiss hhooppee,, aanndd ddoo nnoott sseett
yyoouurr hheeaarrtt oonn hhiiss 
ddeessttrruuccttiioonn..””  
((PPrroovveerrbbss 1199::1188 NNKKJJVV))

This kindergarten Teacher’s Guide is dedicated to
those who serve God in the children’s ministry.

May God continue to grant you 
wisdom and strength to impact the future generations.



Summer Quar ter June, July, August

C o n t e n t s

JJeessuuss LLoovveess MMee
elcome to the world of four-and five-year-olds. This

year will be an exciting one as your young students are
exposed to their first formal teachings from the Bible. Your
students will come to you with a variety of backgrounds,
both culturally and linguistically, along with how much expe-
rience they have had with church and the words of God.

Your students will learn in a variety of ways includ-
ing visually, kinesthetically, and aurally. This means that it
will be very important to use pictures and hands on experi-
ences as you tell the story in order to meet the individual
needs of all the students in the classroom. Visuals are good
reminders as you review prior lessons and connect them to
future ones. Hands on activities will help the students to
internalize the lessons and make them more meaningful. It
is also vital to ask students to share what they have
learned. By letting your students retell the information they
have heard, you will be able to see what they really under-
stood, and what might need to be revisited in the future.

Take the time to be involved and get to know your
individual students. Try to keep them excited, involved, and
focused. As you plan the lesson, it is important to remem-
ber to let them have the opportunity to move around or
change activities every five to ten minutes since their atten-
tion span is only about four to five minutes long. They can
come up to the board and point to an answer, give you a
thumbs up or thumbs down, whisper their answer to their
neighbor, or stand up to answer a question. This can help
keep them on task and involved throughout the hour.

This book is designed to be teacher friendly and each
lesson follows the same structure. It is very important to
read and review the lesson you will be teaching at least
one week ahead of time in order for you to prepare the
materials you will need. Vocabulary development will be a
key step to each lesson at this young age and it would be
very beneficial to prepare visuals to go with each new
vocabulary word. They can be posted up for the students to
review each week. Also, if there are many characters to the
story, you might consider preparing visuals for each one so
that it is easier for the students to follow along. The last
thing you will need to consider is which activities will be
best for your group of students. Each lesson contains several
for you to choose from. Some of your students will be able
to draw on their own, but most will need a lot of help.
They will likely work well on activities they can trace, color,
cut, or glue.

Remember that all students develop and learn in dif-
ferent ways and at different rates. So be patient, persevere,
and have fun as you teach. In the end it will be a wonder-
ful experience for everyone. 

YYeeaarr 11 BBooookk 44

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn && CCoonntteennttss AA
YYoouurr TTeeaacchhiinngg PPrroocceedduurreess BB
MMeeeett YYoouurr LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn FFaammiilliieess CC
UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttss DD
MMeemmoorryy VVeerrsseess FFoorr TThhiiss QQuuaarrtteerr EE
CCoonnvveeyyiinngg JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt ttoo OOuurr SSttuuddeennttss FF

Unit 1: Jesus’ Birth and Childhood
1. The Birth of Jesus Christ 1
2. The Shepherds Hear the Good News 11
3. Simeon and Anna See Baby Jesus 19
4. Joseph and Mary Escape to Egypt 27

Unit 2: Jesus Prepares For His Ministry
5. Jesus at the Temple 35
6. Jesus is Baptized 43
7. Jesus Calls His Disciples 51
8. Jesus Sees Nathanael 61

Unit 3: The Miracles and Teachings of Jesus
9. Jesus Cares For Us 69
10. Jesus Calms the Storm 77
11. Jesus Heals a Crippled Man 85
12. Jesus Talks to a Rich Young Man 95
13. Review 101

All Scriptures are quoted from NKJV
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YYoouurr TTeeaacchhiinngg PPrroocceedduurreess

Purpose: To help the children
praise God through hymnal wor-
ship.

Procedure: Always start a ses-
sion in the name of our Lord
Jesus. The teacher or assistants
will then lead the children in sim-
ple hymns, or action rhymes.

Purpose: To let the children hear
a Bible story and respond to its
teachings.

Procedure: Say a short prayer in
the name of our Lord Jesus. The
Bible story may be told to the class
as a whole by one teacher, or the
class may be broken up into small-
er groups with a teacher for each
group.  There are 3 steps in the In-
Class Worship Procedure. They are:

1)  Bible Story
2) Check for Understanding
3) Life Application Story

Do not forget to explain the key
vocabulary words which are listed
in each lesson.

Purpose: Helping  your students
become familiar with the Word of God is
part of a teacher’s mission, but an
equally important part of the job is help-
ing the students put the Word of God to
work in their own lives. The activities
have been planned to encourage your
students to act upon what they have
learned.

Procedure: Let the students work on
the Student Activities. (If the activities
require group involvement or cutting
and pasting, be sure to have assistant
teachers.) We have come up with a vari-
ety of activities as well as optional ones.
Please see what suits your students’
needs. End the activity with a conclud-
ing prayer.

Hymnal Worship
(10-15 minutes)

In-Class Worship
(15-20 minutes)

Bible Learning
Activity (10-15 minutes)

WWelcome to this exciting opportunity to reach four- and five-year-olds with the won-
derful news of God’s love. This quarter’s lessons focus on the birth of Jesus and His early
ministry.

In uunniitt oonnee, they will learn about the miraculous birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. From the stories, they
will learn that Jesus had earthly parents and grew up as any boy would. However, they will also see that
He is the Son of God. The children can praise Him and share this good news with others.

In uunniitt ttwwoo, they will see how Jesus prepared for His early ministry. They will hear about how Jesus grew
up and how He grew in favor with both men and God. They will also get to know some of the men Jesus
chose to be His disciples. The children should be encouraged to imitate Jesus as they grow physically
and spiritually.

UUnniitt tthhrreeee allows the children to see the amazing power of Jesus as He performs miracles. They will also
learn important teachings of God as Jesus preached to the multitude. In their own lives, the children
should be reminded of Jesus’ love and blessings. He is always caring and watching over them.

As you teach this unit, let the theme of each lesson shine through.  Make the stories come alive so
the children can fully understand and appreciate their teachings. They depend on us,  the teacher, to
interpret the stories for them. Invite them to learn about God, to share God’s love with others, and to
grow ever stronger in their faith. We hope you will enjoy growing with the Kindergarten class as you
teach them more about the Word of God. Enjoy this new quarter and experience the good news with all
the wonder and awe of four-and five-year-olds!
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Meet your Life Application Families
Praise and thank God that each lesson contains a Life Application Story to enhance the objective of the
Bible story. We sincerely wish that you go through these family backgrounds before sharing them with the
class. Enjoy sharing these stories with your loving kindergartners!

The Marsh Family

The Marsh family are long-time believers in Christ.
Mr. and Mrs. Marsh have two children who were
baptized as babies. Michelle is seven and John is
five. Both children have grown up in the church and
have at least a fundamental knowledge of the truth.

The Lewis Family

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis have two children
named Julie and Tommy. Julie is eight and
Tommy is six. Mr. Lewis is often away from
home due to his job, so most of the time it
is just Mrs. Lewis and the two children at
home, at church, etc.

5

The Lim Family

The Lim family is a relatively large family,
comprised of Mr. and Mrs. Lim and their
four children. Nicole, who is seventeen, is
the oldest. Lisa, who is thirteen, is in junior
high. Benjamin is nine years old and in the
fourth grade. Susie is the youngest, at five
years old. The Lim family converted from
Buddhism some time ago. Nicole and Lisa
might remember their former lives, but
Benjamin and Susie pretty much grew up in
the church.

The Hayes Family

The Hayes family is comprised of Pastor Hayes,
his wife, and their daughters Cathy and Rachel.
Cathy is six and Rachel is four. Being typical sis-
ters, Cathy and Rachel get into arguments some-
times and those are the times they remember to
rely on God to work out their problems.

4

2
1

The Lopez Family

The Lopez family came to believe through a
great miracle. Ricky, the oldest son, was dying
from a chronic disease, but Jesus healed him.
Through this, the whole family was brought to
Jesus. Besides Mr. and Mrs. Lopez and Ricky,
there is the youngest son named Juan. Ricky is
nine and Juan is six.

3
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UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttss
KKiinnddeerrggaarrtteenn SSttaaggee ((44--55 yyeeaarr oollddss))

Characteristics

1. Fast development, non-stop activity
2. Big muscles begin to develop (need to stretch hands and feet)
3. Small muscles are developing
4. Vocal cords are developed

5. Attention span is very limited
6. Limited vocabulary
7. Active imagination, cannot discern between fiction or real-life

stories
8. Limited understanding toward time & space

9. Cannot understand abstract explanations
10. Like to listen to stories
11. Can repeat biblical terms but unable to understand the meaning 
12. Like to ask questions, strong sense of curiosity

13. Mood swings tends to occur: students might get angry suddenly;
however, they often forget after a few minutes

14. The adult’s mood will set the tone; rules must be posted and 
explained

15. Children are afraid of scary stories

16. Begin to search for likable friends
17. Often quarrel and fight during play time
18. Strong sense of self, often use “I” or “me” in speech

19. Understand Jesus’ love through the love from adults
20. Faith towards God is expressed through faith in adults
21. Can learn to know God through worship
22. Have a certain level of understanding towards good & evil

Pedagogic Application

Provide activities that involve physical movements 
Vary activities so the students do not need to sit for too long at one time
Include more coloring and crafts involving cutting and pasting
Begin to teach songs that are a little longer and add some hymnal relat-
ed activities

Limit story-telling time between 5 and 8 minutes
Use simple words with pictures during lessons
Hold the Bible when telling Bible stories, relate that the word of God is
real and is different from folk tales, legends, or fairy tales
When describing time & space, use words such as “today,” “tomorrow,”
“a long time ago,” “a place far away,” etc.
Do not use abstract ways of speaking
Tell more edifying stories using pictures and actions
Do not assume that the children understand the terms that they use
Check for understanding by asking, “What does ____ mean?”
Give simple answers to questions asked

Let the students try to resolve their own problems
If there are situations of anger, teach methods of resolving problems
Do not emphasize the horror sections of a story, & do not teach children 
by trying to scare them 
Teachers need to be gentle but firm

Encourage the children to play with everyone, not just a few friends 
Teachers need to be calm & fair when dealing with student problems
Remind students to share, and to show love toward others; teachers
must be fair

Teachers need to show love when dealing with students
Arrange a suitable level of worship; teach appropriate behavior during
worship hours in the chapel
Teachers need to teach the truth on repentance and how to ask God for
forgiveness of sins

Spirituality

Social Skills

Mood

Mind

Body

D



MMeemmoorryy VVeerrsseess FFoorr TThhiiss QQuuaarrtteerrO

E

June, July, August

(NKJV)

1. “God sent forth His son.” (Gal 4:4)

2. “I bring you good tidings of great joy.” (Lk 2:10a)

3. “For mine eyes have seen Your salvation.” (Lk 2:30)

4. “God is our protection and strength.” (Ps 46:1)

5. “Jesus increased in wisdom and stature.” (Lk 2:52)

6. “This is My beloved Son.” (Mt 3:17)

7. “From now on you will catch men.” (Lk 5:10)

8. “Fear God and keep His commandments.” (Ecc 12:13)

9. “For He cares for you.” (1 Pet 5:7)

10. “Believe also in Me.” (Jn 14:1)

11. “See, you have been made well.” (Jn 5:14)

12. “You shall love the Lord your God.” (Deut 6:5)
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The following is a list of Bible truths kindergarteners are able to understand:

CCoonnvveeyyiinngg JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt ttoo OOuurr SSttuuddeennttss

1. Praying is like talking to God. We can pray to

Jesus anytime and anywhere.

2. Coming to church every Sabbath is to worship

God. God loves us when we worship Him.

3. We can learn more about God when we come

to church.

4. The Bible is a very special book. It is full of

God’s word. We love to hear God’s word and

obey what God tells us.

5. Jesus loves us when we share, obey and give

what we have to Him and to others.

6. Jesus is God and He is the creator of all

things–our planet and all the people.

7. Because of our wrong-doings (sin), Jesus

died for us on the cross. But He promises us

that He will come back again. He will take us

back to heaven to be with Him.
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SSccrriippttuurreess

Mt 1:18-25; Lk 1:26-33 

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

God sent His Son to earth so that He could save

all sinners

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To acknowledge that God made us and has spe-
cial plans for each of us

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“God sent forth His Son.” (Gal 4:4)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 angel pattern
88 lightweight poster

board
88 ribbons (various col-

ors)
88 ruler
88 glue
88 scissors
88 markers
88 stapler

The Birth of
Jesus Christ f

H H

JJoosseepphh aanndd MMaarryy
Both Joseph and Mary were descendants of

King David. They lived in a village of Galilee called
Nazareth.

Joseph was a carpenter by trade. When he
learned of Mary’s pregnancy, he wanted to dissolve
the marriage arrangement quietly (Mt 1:18-19).
Later on, when he was assured of God’s plan
through a dream, he married Mary as planned. His
actions demonstrated his character and righteous-
ness.

Mary was related to Elizabeth, the mother of
John the Baptist (Lk 1:36). The Bible shows Mary to
be a person of great faith. When the angel
appeared before her and told her how God
arranged for His Son to be born, she replied, “Let it
be to me according to your word” (Lk 1:38).

Although both Joseph and Mary were aware
of Jesus’ divinity, they were still ordinary parents
and anxious for their child. When Jesus was “lost”
on the way home from Jerusalem, both of them
were worried and searched frantically for Him until

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb
they found Him at the temple.

TThhee BBiirrtthh ooff JJeessuuss
The emperor Augustus issued a decree for a

census to be taken throughout the Roman world. It
became customary to count the people every four-
teen years for the purpose of taxation. The decree
required that Joseph and Mary journey from
Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem in Judea.

Bethlehem was the famed city of David. It lies 9
km south of Jerusalem. Its former name was
Ephrath (Gen 35:19), and it was known as
Bethlehem Judah, to distinguish it from the other
city of the same name.

Joseph and Mary traveled at a time when Mary
was about to deliver. Because of the great crowds in
Bethlehem, they stayed in a stable in order to give
birth to Jesus.

The prophesy of Jesus’ birth is recorded in
Isaiah 7:14 and Micah 5:2. “Emmanuel” means “God
is with us.” God chose the name ”Jesus,” meaning
“the Lord saves.”

11



Children at this age have many questions but
often lack the sophistication to really understand the
answers. Giving birth is a particularly difficult topic to
explain to such young minds. Most of them may
already know that they came from their mommy’s
tummy. But that could be the extent of their knowl-
edge. In fact, it is not necessary to go into the “birds
and the bees” at this point. The miracle of Jesus’ birth
is the fact that it was a part of God’s great plan to
save all sinners.  Rather than going into a long discus-
sion of how people are born versus how Jesus was
born, emphasize that Jesus’ birth was special. Even
though Mary was His mother, He was also God’s Son. 

To talk about how special His birth was, you

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ
could begin the class by showing a birth announce-
ment card. Usually, there is a place to write the new-
born’s name, how much he weighs and how happy
and proud the parents are. People give out these
cards because everyone wants to share the news of
their baby’s birth. In the same way, people had been
awaiting Jesus’ birth for a long time. You can share
how Jesus’ birth had already been foretold centuries
ago (Isa 7:14; Mic 5:2). People had been waiting for a
long time for the Lord to appear because they want-
ed to have a Savior. When He was finally born,
angels announced His birth. Some people were so
excited they traveled to see Him at the stable. They
even brought gifts for Jesus. They knew He was not
just an ordinary baby. He was going to save everyone
when He grew up because He was God’s precious
Son.

AAnnggeell
a messenger of God

SSttaabbllee
a place where farm animals eat and sleep

MMaannggeerr
a big box where the food for the farm animals are kept

IInnnn
a place where travelers stay to rest and sleep, like a
motel or hotel today

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

Today, people make a big deal about new-
borns. Before the baby is born, the mother-to-be
has a baby shower. She receives every imaginable
gift possible to prepare her for the exciting moment
as well as the days ahead. Immediately after the
baby is born, birth announcements go out, telling
others of the great news. Everyone wants to know
how much the baby weighs and who he looks more
like. In some cultures, families will celebrate the one
month birthday of the baby. They have parties and
invite others to share in their joy. People do these
things because having a baby is miraculous and
wonderful. They also have great hopes for the
future of their child and every day is another day
that brings new wonders.

When Jesus Christ came into the world, an
angel announced His birth. The angel wanted the
whole world to know that this was no ordinary

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh

baby. He was to be our Savior, the long-awaited
Messiah. This was to be a celebrated event of a life-
time! Some shepherds and wise men came to see
Jesus Christ, and even brought gifts for Him. But
compared to the things we do today, Jesus’ birth
was quite uneventful. Surely the birth of God’s Son
should have caused more than a stir. Yet, very few
people paid attention even though God had des-
tined Him for great things in the future. He came
into the world to save, heal and forgive. Yet no one
really acknowledged or understood the real pur-
pose of Jesus’ birth. Some only wanted a quick fix to
their physical ailments, while others just wanted to
be full. Most of the attention Jesus Christ did end up
getting was negative. Even though no one wel-
comed Jesus into the world with parties and great
expectations, He faithfully carried out God’s plan.
He was the Savior; but He came as a servant, hum-
ble and unassuming. He was the King, yet He led a
plain and simple life. He was God’s Son; still He was
nailed to the cross. And He left the world with an
impact that is still felt today.

22
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AAnn AAnnggeell AAppppeeaarrss ttoo MMaarryy
A long time ago, there was a young woman

named Mary. She lived in a town called Nazareth in
Galilee. She was going to marry a man named
Joseph. She was happy and excited.

One day, an angel came to talk to Mary. His
name was Gabriel. The angel said, “Mary, you have
been chosen to be a very special lady. God is with
you.”

Mary didn’t know what the angel was talking
about. She couldn't understand why an angel was
talking to her. She was a little bit afraid. She won-
dered why the angel had come.

The angel could tell that Mary was afraid. He
said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is very pleased with
you. He has something special planned for you.”

Mary was still afraid. Then the angel said,
“Mary, God has great plans for you. You are going to
have a very special baby. You will have a son, and
you will name Him Jesus. This baby will be God’s Son.
He will grow up to be very important.”

Mary didn’t understand these words. She asked
the angel, “How can this be? I am not even married
yet.”

The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you. God’s power will also come down on
you. That’s how the baby will be God’s Son.”

Even though Mary didn’t really understand
everything, she had faith in God.

“I am God’s servant. Let everything happen like
you say it will,” Mary said. After that, the angel went
away. But Mary kept thinking about everything that
the angel had told her.

AAnn AAnnggeell AAppppeeaarrss ttoo JJoosseepphh
Now, Joseph didn’t know that God had put His

Son into Mary through the Holy Spirit. So when
Joseph learned that Mary was going to have a baby,
he was upset. He didn’t want to marry her anymore.
He was trying to think of a nice way to tell Mary that
he didn't want her to be his new wife.

But one night while Joseph was asleep, an angel
came to him in a dream. The angel said, “Joseph!
Don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife. The baby
that will be born is sent from God. Mary will have a

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

son, and you will name Him Jesus. He will be a very
special baby, and He will grow up to help all the
people.”

Do you know what Joseph did when he woke
up? When Joseph woke up, he did just what the
angel told him to do. He obeyed God and he went
to Mary and took her home to be his wife. He
believed what the angel told him was true. He knew
that Mary’s baby would be a very special baby.
Joseph also remembered that His name would be
Jesus.

JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt iiss BBoorrnn
Not long after Joseph and Mary got married,

the king wanted to know how many people lived in
his land. So Mary and Joseph had to leave Nazareth
and go to another town called Bethlehem to be
counted by the king’s men. But it was almost time
for Mary’s baby to be born. Joseph and Mary knew
that the baby would not be born in Nazareth
because they had to leave for Bethlehem right away.
So they got all their things ready and began their
journey to Bethlehem. Since Mary’s tummy was very
large and heavy, it was hard for her to walk. It
would be a long walk to Bethlehem. So she rode a
donkey instead. Finally, after traveling for a few
days, they arrived in Bethlehem. Mary could feel
that the baby needed to come out soon. Joseph had
to find a place for them to stay. They went to an inn
to see if they could stay there for the night, but the
man said there was no more room. So many people
had come to Bethlehem to be counted that the
whole town was full of people. What would  Joseph
and Mary do? Poor Mary and Joseph! After asking
around, the only place they could find to stay was in
a stable with the animals. But they were happy just
to have a place to rest.

While they were resting in the stable, some-
thing special happened. The time came for Mary to
have the baby. She gave birth to a baby boy. Joseph
and Mary were so glad. Even though they had Him
in a stable, they did not mind. They did not mind
that all the animals were there with them. They did-
n’t mind that there was no real bed to lay the baby
down in. They wrapped Him in a warm cloth and laid
Him in the manger. The manger was where the ani-
mals ate their food from. They made sure the
manger was soft enough for the baby by putting a
lot of hay in it first.
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Mary and Joseph spent a long time looking at
the baby. They were happy He was healthy and
strong. They remembered what the angel had told
them. The angel said that He was born by the Holy
Spirit. He was a special baby because He was God's
own Son. They also remembered to name the baby
Jesus. Mary and Joseph were glad they listened to
the angel and obeyed God’s plan.

Today, we are usually born in hospitals, with
doctors and nurses around us, taking care of us. Our

families give us new clothes to wear and we have
comfortable cribs to sleep in. But Jesus Christ was
not born in a hospital. He was born in a stable, with
animals all around Him. He didn’t have a nice and
comfortable crib. He slept in a manger, the place
where animals get their food. But Jesus Christ did
not mind. Joseph and Mary did not mind. They were
just happy that Jesus was born because He was going
to help the people in the world one day. He is God’s
Son.

11.. WWhhoo wwaass JJoosseepphh ggooiinngg ttoo mmaarrrryy?? (Mary.)

22.. WWhhoo ccaammee ttoo sseeee MMaarryy bbeeffoorree sshhee wwaass

mmaarrrriieedd?? (An angel.)

33.. WWhhaatt ddiidd tthhee aannggeell tteellll MMaarryy?? (The angel

told her not to be afraid. She was going to

have a special baby, God’s Son.)

44.. AAfftteerr JJoosseepphh ffoouunndd oouutt aabboouutt tthhee bbaabbyy,,

ddiidd hhee ssttiillll wwaanntt MMaarryy ttoo bbee hhiiss wwiiffee?? (No,

he did not.)

55.. WWhhaatt ddiidd tthhee aannggeell tteellll JJoosseepphh iinn hhiiss

ddrreeaamm?? (The angel told him not to be

afraid. The baby was going to be a special

baby. It was a part of God’s plan.)

66.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJoosseepphh ddoo aafftteerr hhee wwookkee uupp??

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg
(He obeyed God and took Mary home to be

his wife.)

77.. WWhheerree ddiidd JJoosseepphh aanndd MMaarryy ttrraavveell ttoo??

(They went to Bethlehem because the king

of the land wanted everyone to be count-

ed.)

88.. WWhhyy ddiidd JJoosseepphh aanndd MMaarryy hhaavvee ttoo ssttaayy iinn aa

ssttaabbllee aafftteerr tthheeyy ggoott ttoo BBeetthhlleehheemm?? (There

was no room in the inn.)

99.. WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd wwhhiillee tthheeyy ssttaayyeedd iinn tthhee

ssttaabbllee?? (Mary had the baby.)

1100.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJoosseepphh aanndd MMaarryy nnaammee tthhee bbaabbyy??

(They named Him Jesus, just as the angel

had told them to.)

1111.. WWhhaatt wwaass ssoo ssppeecciiaall aabboouutt tthhiiss bbaabbyy?? (Jesus

is the Son of God.)

SSppeecciiaall FFiinnggeerrss
Julie stared at the piano. “You’re almost at the

end,” Julie thought to herself. She lifted her hands
and played the scales one more time. When she
was done, she slammed down the cover and ran to
the family room to turn on the television.

“Julie,” said Mrs. Lewis as she walked past the
room. “What are you doing?”

“I am watching TV. My favorite show is on.”

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

“Are you done practicing your piano?” asked
Mrs. Lewis.

“Yes,” replied Julie. “Didn’t you hear me shut
the piano cover?”

“Yes, but you didn’t shut it, you slammed it.”
“Mom, I really want to watch this. Can we talk

about piano later?”
“No, I need you to turn off the television set

now.”
Julie picked up the remote and turned off the

TV. Then she slouched back on the couch.
“Julie, we need to talk about your piano prac-

tices. Lately, you have been doing sloppy jobs. You
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have been rushing and not really paying attention
to what you are playing.”

“Mom, I am tired of practicing so much. Can’t
I take a break sometimes?”

“I understand that practicing piano is hard
work. If you need a break, you can ask me. I won’t
make you sit at the piano all day long,” replied
Mrs. Lewis.

“Okay, Mom. I need a break now.”
“Julie, that is not what I mean. What I mean is

that you need to practice your best and then when
it is time to take a break, you can rest.”

“Why do I have to play piano anyway? You
don’t play it,” said Julie.

“That’s true. I don’t play the piano. But that
doesn’t mean you can’t learn. Besides, the biggest
reason why you should learn is to praise God with
your playing,” explained Mrs. Lewis.

“Do you mean one day I can play in the chapel
and play the hymns?” asked Julie.

“Exactly,” said Mrs. Lewis.
“But Mom, I am never going to be that good,”

whined Julie.
“That’s why you need to practice. Everything

takes hard work. It is kind of like the story of Jesus
when He was born.”

“What does this have to do with the birth of
Jesus?” asked Julie.

“Well, do you remember where Jesus was
born?”

“He was born in Bethlehem, in a stable with
all the animals,” said Julie.

“You have a good memory,” said Mrs. Lewis.
“But Jesus is the Son of God. Do you think a king’s
son today would be born in a country farm where
all the animals are?”

“No, more like in a big castle with lots of nice
things in it,” answered Julie.

“That’s right. But Jesus wasn’t born in a nice
place, even though He is the Son of God. But He
didn’t mind because He knew He came to earth for
one reason, and that was to save the people.”

“What does this story have to do with my
piano practices?” asked Julie, a little bit confused.

“Well, what I am trying to say is that Jesus’ life
was hard too. He didn’t come into the world with
a lot of money or power. Most of the people did-
n’t even know who He was. But because He knew
He had an important job to do, He spent His life

doing that, learning and teaching.”
“Are you saying that I have an important job?”
“Yes. Even though it is hard for you to see prac-

ticing piano as an important job, you could play for
God when you grow up. That’s important, right?”
asked Mrs. Lewis.

“Yes, I guess,” replied Julie. “But I will have to
practice forever.”

“Jesus had to work hard every day too.
Remember He went to learn in the temple? He
prayed to God every day. Those aren’t easy things
to do but He did them because He wanted to be
good at His job later on,” explained Mrs. Lewis.

“So practicing now will make me better later
on?”

“You bet. Even little kids like you can have an
important job in God’s kingdom,” said Mrs. Lewis.

“I am going to go back to practice now, Mom,”
said Julie.

“I am glad you have the heart to do it,” said
Mrs. Lewis. “But I just baked some cookies. How
about we take that break now and practice some
more later?”

“Deal,” smiled Julie as they walked to the
kitchen together.

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJuulliiee tthhiinnkk aabboouutt ppllaayyiinngg tthhee ppiiaannoo??

(She was tired of it and wanted to stop.)
22.. DDiidd JJuulliiee''ss mmoomm ssaayy ppllaayyiinngg tthhee ppiiaannoo wwaass

eeaassyy?? (No. She said that playing the piano is
hard work and needs practicing every day.)

33.. WWhhyy ddiidd GGoodd sseenndd HHiiss SSoonn ttoo eeaarrtthh?? (Jesus
came to save all sinners. He was doing God’s
important work.)

44.. HHooww ccaann ppllaayyiinngg tthhee ppiiaannoo hheellpp iinn GGoodd’’ss kkiinngg--
ddoomm ttoooo?? (One day, Julie can also play hymns
in the chapel and help everyone sing praises to
God.)

55.. WWhhaatt eellssee ccaann wwee ddoo nnooww ttoo hheellpp iinn GGoodd’’ss kkiinngg--
ddoomm llaatteerr oonn?? (Allow students to answer but
throw out some suggestions: e.g. learning a
different language is hard but can help spread
the gospel; doing well in school can help us
learn things that can help the church later on,
i.e. writing articles, Internet ministry; we all
have to do well in our little jobs now in order
to help out when we grow up.)
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GGoodd HHaass IImmppoorrttaanntt JJoobbss FFoorr UUss
Look at each picture. How is each person doing an

C AAccttiivviittyy 33

D OOppttiioonnaall AAccttiivviittyy

AAnnggeell BBooookkmmaarrkk
Materials:
1. angel pattern
2. lightweight poster board
3. markers
4. ribbons (various colors)
5. ruler
6. glue
7. scissors
8. stapler
Directions:
1. Trace the angel pattern onto the poster board

and cut one out for each student (you may wish
to pre-cut these at home).

2. Cut ribbon streamers into 6-inch (15 cm)
lengths, four for each student.

3. Also cut out a waistband out of the ribbon into
3-inch (7.5 cm) lengths, one for each student.

4. Guide the students to staple the ribbon stream-
ers to the waist of the angel (see diagram).

5. Then glue the ribbon waistband over the sta-
ples to hide the raw edges. Also glue the ends
of the waistband to the back of the angel.

6. Allow students to draw the angel’s facial fea-
tures and hair with the markers.

7. Spark the students’ interest as they complete
the activity that in next week’s lesson, they will
learn about an angel who told others about the
good news of the birth of Jesus. How can they
tell others about the good news?

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

BBaabbyy JJeessuuss
Look at baby Jesus’ family. Write down the names of
the family members. Color in the picture.

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

AAccttiioonn RRhhyymmeess
Let’s retell the story of the birth of Jesus in rhymes. 

As she was alone in her room one day,
(FORM ROOF WITH HANDS OVER HEAD)
Mary bowed her head to pray. 
(ASSUME POSITION OF PRAYER)
Suddenly an angel stood beside her,
(STAND UP STRAIGHT AND TALL)
Saying that Jesus was coming to earth,
(POINT UP WITH FINGER)
And that God would send His Son.
(MAKE A CRADLE WITH ARMS)
Then Mary began to pray,
(SMILE AND FOLD HANDS TOGETHER TO PRAY)
Oh, how glad she was that day.
(CLAP HANDS IN TIME TO THE FINAL WORDS)

Jesus was born one day, one day.
He laid among the hay, the hay.
(MAKE A CRADLE WITH ARMS)
He was special to God, to God,
Because He is His Son, His Son.
(POINT BOTH INDEX FINGERS TO SKY)
He calls me His child, His child.
He has plans for me, for me.
(POINT FINGERS TO SELF)
I want to do His will, His will.
And smile He will, He will.
(SMILE AND PUT INDEX FINGERS AT CORNERS OF
MOUTH)

important job for God?
1. He is picking up the pen from the ground.

When we keep God’s house, the church, clean,
we are doing an important job.

2. She is learning in class. When we study hard, we
can learn more about God and His words. Then
when we grow up, we can do other jobs like tell
others about God.

3. They are playing together. God likes to see us
play nicely together, with our friends and our
siblings too. That is an important job because
God sees we are trying to please him.

4. She loves her family. That is an important job
because we are following His commandment.



Baby JesusAAccttiivviittyy 11::11
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Look at baby Jesus’ family. Write the names of each
of the family members. Color in the picture.

J _ _ _ _ _

J _ _ _ _

M _ _ _ 



God Has Important Jobs For Us

Look at the pictures. How is each person doing an important job for God?

88

AAccttiivviittyy 11::33

1. He is picking up the pen. 2. She is learning in class.

3. They are playing together. 4. She loves her family.
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Angel PatternOOppttiioonnaall AAccttiivviittyy

Angel Pattern
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SSccrriippttuurreess

Lk 2:8-18

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

The Lord Jesus came to be our Savior

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To share the joy and excitement of knowing Jesus
by telling someone about the birth story

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“I bring you good tidings of great joy.”
(Lk 2:10a)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 gold or metallic chenille
wires (six per student); other
colors can be used if gold
ones are not available

88 scissors
88 cable tie-offs

The Shepherds Hear
the Good News f

H H

SShheepphheerrddss
God sent angels to fill the heavens with their

hymns of joy to announce the arrival of the Savior of
mankind. They praised the heavenly Father for His
goodness as they announced the good news to the
shepherds.

Interestingly, shepherds were not highly regard-
ed by the religious elite in biblical times. Shepherds
had to led the sheep to pasture and waters, protect
them from wild animals, and guard them at night.
Because of the demands of looking after the sheep
twenty-four hours a day, they could not follow many
of the requirements of the ceremonial rites and reg-
ulations. But we know from Jesus’ birth in the stable
that God’s plan is different from man’s plan. He
intended to make the good news known to the
lowliest first, just as Jesus came to the world to serve
and not be served.

JJeessuuss,, tthhee GGoooodd SShheepphheerrdd
Jesus Christ spoke of Himself as “the good shep-

herd” who knew His sheep and was willing to lay

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb down His life for them (Jn 10:7-8). Jesus also com-
manded Peter to feed His sheep (Jn 21). Other New
Testament writers also used the reference to sheep
to illustrate the relationship between Jesus and His
followers. 

TThhee WWiissee MMeenn
The shepherds were not the only ones who

went to see Jesus. The book of Matthew records
that wise men from the East (probably
Mesopotamia) also went to worship Jesus (though
not on the same night, as Jesus may have bee a bit
older already). These wise men were educated gen-
tiles, likely astrologers. After seeing the star in the
sky, they went to see King Herod. Herod command-
ed them to go to Bethlehem to find this “King of
the Jews” and return with the news so that he too
could go and worship Him (Mt 2:8). Of course,
Herod was only interested in finding out where
Jesus was so that he could eliminate any threat to
his throne. Once the wise men found Jesus, they
bowed down and presented gifts of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh (Mt 2:11). Later, God warned the
men not to return to Herod and they went home by
a different route.

1111



Children in pre-kindergarten and kindergarten
are still at a stage in their lives where everything is
about them: their toys, their friends, their time. So
sharing the good news with others is not something
that they will do naturally when they can’t see how
the birth of Jesus relates to them. Therefore, we need
to help them be aware that God cares so much for
each of us that He planned long ago for Jesus to be
born. Because of Jesus, we now have hope to be in
heaven. That is a happy and exciting thing, something
they would want to tell others about. They can do this
simpy by telling their parents or other family members
what they learned in class each week. By retelling

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ
these stories, they are not only deepening their under-
standing of God’s words, but also developing a good
habit of sharing.

Another wonderful way to show their excitement
and joy in the Lord is to sing praises to Him. For young
children, this is an easy way for them to feel the love,
happiness and blessedness of knowing Jesus Christ.
Because they are still young, be sure to include hand
gestures or rhythmic clapping so they can enjoy and
remember the songs even more.

Finally, they can be encouraged to share their joy
in Christ by loving others. In more concrete terms, they
should, for example, listen to their parents, help them
out when they can, be good friends to people around
them and learn to put others first. It is helpful to focus
and work on a behavior or skill each quarter to allow
the students to really know what loving others means. 

SShheepphheerrdd
a shepherd is someone who looks after sheep

PPrraaiissee
to praise means to say good things about some-
one or something; for example, if someone asked

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

After the shepherds saw baby Jesus, they left
the stable and told all who would listen about the
angel’s announcement and of the Savior who had
been born. “Now when they had seen Him, they
made widely known the saying which was told them
concerning this Child. And those who heard it mar-
veled at those things which were told them by the
shepherds” (Lk 2:17-18). These verses tell us two
things the shepherds did right after learning about
the birth of Lord Jesus. First, they told everyone they
met about the great news. Second, they told the
news with great excitement and joy because people
who heard their words were in awe. What made the
shepherds so enthusiastic and willing to glorify and
praise God? This night was probably the most
incredible night of their lives. An angel appeared
and the glory of God shone all around them. After
listening to the angel, a host of angels sang hymns
to praise God. After this experience, the shepherds

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh

could think of nothing to do other than share the
wonderful news with others

The shepherds set excellent examples for us
today. We too have heard the great news of Jesus.
Are we just as excited about telling others about
the Savior? In fact, the shepherds only learned
about the birth at that time. We know that Jesus
has died on the cross and shed His blood for us,
even though He was sinless and blameless. So we
have even more reason to shout out and give prais-
es to His Holy Name.

How can we be motivated to spread the good
news? Every day we wake up, we need to think
about the blessings we have received as a result of
our belief in Him. We have been saved, our sins
have been forgiven and we have this wonderful
friend and Father we can trust at all times. Our lives
have been transformed and we can only be thank-
ful for all that we have. Coming to know our Lord
is the most incredible and exciting time in our lives.
Just like the shepherds, our job is to go out to the
world and tell others about this great news.

1122

you to help pick up the crayons, and you picked them
up nicely,  he may say “Good job!” to praise you;  also,
we can praise God by singing

SSaavviioorr
a savior is someone who saves people; this is why
Jesus is our Savior-- He was born to save all of us
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TThhee BBiirrtthh ooff JJeessuuss
In the last lesson, we learned about the birth of

Jesus. Do you remember what His parents’ names
were? They were Joseph and Mary. Just before
Joseph and Mary had the baby, they were traveling
to Bethlehem. But when they got there, there was
no room for them to stay in the inn. The only place
they could find to rest was in a stable. Do you
remember what a stable is? It is a place where the
farm animals eat and sleep. Even though they had to
stay with the animals, they did not mind. Soon, Mary
had the baby and they named Him Jesus. Now Jesus
did not have a fancy or nice bed to sleep in. He had
to sleep in a manger. But the whole family was
thankful because they were taking part in God’s
important plan. Today, we are going to learn about
some people who came to visit baby Jesus after He
was born.

AAnn AAnnggeell AAppppeeaarrss ttoo tthhee SShheepphheerrddss
Do you know what a shepherd is? A shepherd is

someone who looks after sheep. What does a sheep
sound like? (Baa...Baa.) But did you know that sheep
are not so easy to look after? Sometimes they wan-
der off from the group or get lost. Then the shep-
herd has to find them and bring them back to the
group. This is why shepherds need to watch the
sheep all the time.

That is what the shepherds in our story were
doing. These shepherds were in the same country
where Joseph, Mary and baby Jesus were staying.
They were watching the sheep and making sure the
sheep were safe and had enough to eat and drink.  It
was at night. Everything was quiet and still. The stars
were twinkling in the sky. But the shepherds were in
for a surprise. They were about to hear some good
news!

As the shepherds were watching the sheep, sud-
denly, an angel of the Lord appeared to them! And
there was a very bright light shining all around
them. How would you feel if you were one of these
shepherds? What would you think? Would you be
scared? These shepherds were very scared. They had
probably never seen an angel before, and they were
probably thinking, “What is going on?”

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

The angel could tell that the shepherds were
scared. Then the angel said to the shepherds, “Do
not be afraid because I have come to bring you
good news; this good news is for everyone.” What
could this good news be?

The angel told them, “Today in Bethlehem, a
Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord.
You will find Him wrapped in cloth. Here is how
you will know that He is the one. He will be
wrapped with cloth and lying in a manger.” Do you
know what the angel said to the shepherds? The
angel was telling them that Jesus was a special
baby. One day, He would save everyone. The angel
also told the shepherds how they could find this
special baby. Where could they find Him? That’s
right. They would have to look for a baby lying in
a manger.

MMoorree AAnnggeellss AAppppeeaarr
The shepherds were still trying to understand

everything the angel had said when all of a sudden
the sky was filled with more angels! This must have
been an amazing thing to see. The angels were
singing a song to praise God. They sang, “Glory to
God in the highest! And on earth peace, goodwill
toward men.” In this song, the angels were singing
about how great God is. They also wanted peace
for everyone on earth.

After the angels praised God, the angels van-
ished. Do you remember how the shepherds felt
when they saw the first angel? They were scared.
But now, the shepherds were not afraid anymore.
They said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem!
Let's go see all the things the angel has told us.”

TThhee SShheepphheerrddss SSpprreeaadd tthhee GGoooodd NNeewwss
The shepherds hurried to Bethlehem. That

means they didn’t take their time or walk very
slowly. After they had heard this exciting news,
they couldn’t wait to find the Savior. They walked
as fast as they could. Soon, they found Mary,
Joseph, and baby Jesus. Do you know where they
found baby Jesus? Baby Jesus was just where the
angel had said they would find Him. Jesus was in a
stable, lying in a manger, wrapped in a warm cloth.

After the shepherds found baby Jesus, they
were very happy and excited. When they left the
stable, they ran and told everyone around them
what had happened. They told others about the
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singing angels in the sky and about the good news
the angel had told them. They also told others about
finding the baby in the manger. All the people who
heard the story from the shepherds were amazed
and surprised.

After a while, it was time for the shepherds to
go home. It had been a long but happy night for
them. Even on their way home, the shepherds kept
praising God for all the wonderful things they had
heard and seen. It truly was good news!

WWee CCaann SShhaarree tthhee GGoooodd NNeewwss TToooo
Do you know why people call the story of Jesus

the “Good News”? They call it the “Good News”
because it is the most wonderful and happy news
they have heard. When something exciting happens
to us, like when we get a new toy or do well in
school, we want to share our news with others
because we are so happy. The shepherds in the story
were so excited that they had to tell others about the
news of Jesus’ birth right away. We can do the same
thing today. We can be just like the shepherds. We
should be excited that we know about Jesus. We can
tell other people about what we have heard today
too. It makes God happy to know that we want to
tell others about Him.

11.. WWhhaatt iiss aa sshheepphheerrdd??  (A shepherd is some-

one who looks after sheep.)

22.. WWhhoo ddiidd tthhee aannggeell ccoommee aanndd sseeee?? (The

angel came to see the shepherds.)

33.. HHooww ddiidd tthhee sshheepphheerrddss ffeeeell wwhheenn tthheeyy ssaaww

tthhee aannggeell aanndd tthhee bbrriigghhtt lliigghhtt?? (They were

scared.)

44.. WWhhaatt ggoooodd nneewwss ddiidd tthhee aannggeell bbrriinngg ttoo tthhee

sshheepphheerrddss??  (The angel said that Jesus, the

Savior had been born; the shepherds could

find Him in a manger in Bethlehem.)

55.. WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd aafftteerr tthhee aannggeell ttoolldd tthhee

sshheepphheerrddss tthhee ggoooodd nneewwss?? (More angels

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg
appeared in the sky and sang songs of

praise to God.)

66.. WWhhaatt ddiidd  tthhee sshheepphheerrddss ddoo aafftteerr tthhee

aannggeellss ddiissaappppeeaarreedd aanndd wweenntt bbaacckk ttoo

hheeaavveenn?? (They weren’t scared anymore

and went as fast as they could to find

Jesus.)

77.. WWhhaatt ddiidd tthhee sshheepphheerrddss ddoo aafftteerr tthheeyy

ffoouunndd JJeessuuss iinn tthhee mmaannggeerr?? (They went

and told everyone what they had heard

and seen.)

88.. HHooww ccaann wwee bbee lliikkee tthhee sshheepphheerrddss,, wwhhoo

wweerree eexxcciitteedd aabboouutt kknnoowwiinngg JJeessuuss??

(Allow students to answer. We can share

the good news too and tell others about

the stories of Jesus we already know.)

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

TThhaannkkiinngg GGoodd EEvveerryy DDaayy
Michelle was coming home from her friend

Mary’s house one day. It was a cold winter after-
noon in December. As Mrs. Marsh drove the car
home, Michelle saw lots of stores with bright lights
all around the windows. Michelle also saw tall fir
trees in the windows. The trees were decorated

with bright, shiny balls, and lights and candy canes.
When Michelle was in Mary’s house, she also saw a
tree like that. It was called a Christmas tree. There
were many presents under the tree.

Even though all the lights made everything
look pretty, Michelle felt a little bit sad looking at
all these beautiful things. She was sad because she
wished her family could have a tree with presents
under it.

As Mrs. Marsh pulled to a stop at a red light,
Michelle asked, “Mom, how come we don’t have a
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tree with lights and balls in our house? If we had a
tree, we could put presents under it, too, like Mary’s
family does. It would make our room look pretty
and we would have a great time opening the pres-
ents.”

Mrs. Marsh began to drive again as the light
turned green. She said, “Mary has a tree like that
because she believes in Christmas.”

“I learned about Christmas already,” Michelle
said. “At school, we made wreaths and candy canes.
We also sang a lot of Christmas songs. Last year,
Santa Claus came to visit us too.”

“Well, many people do many different things
at Christmas because it has become such a big holi-
day. There is definitely a lot of presents and Santa
Claus is very famous. But the reason why people cel-
ebrate Christmas is that they think Jesus was born
on December 25th,” Mrs. Marsh explained. “But
actually, the Bible never says when Jesus was born.”

“So we don’t know when Jesus was born?”
Michelle asked.

“Right. In fact, we believe that Jesus could not
have been born on December 25th,” Mrs. Marsh
said.

“Why not?” asked Michelle .
“Do you remember the Bible story about how

the angel appeared to the shepherds while they
were watching the sheep to tell them the good
news about Jesus?” asked Mrs. Marsh.

“Yes, I know that story. The shepherds found
baby Jesus in the stable with all the animals. I think
it was in a city called Bethlehem,” answered
Michelle.

“That is exactly right. Well, December 25th is
winter time near Bethlehem. In the middle of win-
ter near Bethlehem, shepherds do not take their
sheep out to eat grass because it is too cold.
Because the Bible tells us that the shepherds
brought their sheep out to eat and drink, we know
that Jesus could not have been born on December
25th,” explained Mrs. Marsh.

“Oh,” said Michelle out loud.
“Since we know that Jesus was not born on

December 25th, Christmas cannot be Jesus’ birth-
day,” continued Mrs. Marsh.

“Well, we can always celebrate Christmas on a
different day, on a day that is not so cold. How
about the spring time? We could still have presents
and a tree,” suggested Michelle .

“I don’t think people would think that it is the

same as the Christmas they know now. Besides, we
can’t just pick any day we want to be Jesus’ birth-
day.”

“I guess you are right,” said Michelle, still a bit
sad. Mrs. Marsh could see that Michelle was still
unhappy about not having a tree and presents.

“But it doesn’t really matter that we don’t
know exactly when Jesus was born. God tells us to
give thanks every day for His son, Jesus Christ. That
is the most important thing for us to remember. In
fact, at Christmas, many people only think about
the presents and Santa Claus and don’t really think
that much about Jesus. Do you think that is what
we should do?” asked Mrs. Marsh.

“No. God wouldn’t want us to just think about
presents,” replied Michelle 

“That’s right. So even though we don’t really
know the real day of Jesus’ birth, we can still give
thanks to God every day for giving us His Son to
save us,” said Mrs. Marsh. “That would be the best
present we could give to God. So, Michelle, what
do you think you can do today to show your thanks
to Jesus for coming to this earth for you—even
though it may not be His birthday?”

“When I get home, I think I am going to draw
a picture of Jesus’ birth to show my thanks to Jesus
for coming to live on this earth for me- even
though Christmas may not be His birthday!”
Michelle  said.

“That’s a great idea. We must always remem-
ber to give thanks to God for sending Jesus to be
our Savior, no matter what day it is,” said Mrs.
Marsh.

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt::
11.. WWhhaatt ddiidd MMiicchheellllee wwiisshh hheerr ffaammiillyy hhaadd iinn tthhee

hhoouussee?? (She wanted a Christmas tree with
presents under it.)

22.. WWhhyy ddoonn’’tt wwee cceelleebbrraattee CChhrriissttmmaass?? (Because
Christmas day is not Jesus’ birthday)

33.. HHooww ccaann wwee rreemmeemmbbeerr JJeessuuss eevveenn tthhoouugghh wwee
ddoonn’’tt rreeaallllyy kknnooww wwhheenn HHee wwaass bboorrnn?? (Allow
students to answer; we can give thanks to God
every day for sending us Jesus and being our
Savior; we don’t need to wait for any special
holiday to do that; God will be happy if we
give thanks every day for Him.)
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SShhiinniinngg SSttaarrss
Materials:
1. gold or metallic chenille wires (if none are avail-

able, other colors can be used); six per student
2. cable tie-offs
3. scissors
Directions:
1. In this activity, the students will be making

stars. Although this story does not talk about
stars specifically (the verses in Matthew do refer
to the wise men who followed the star so you
may wish to share that briefly), the stars can
remind the students of how the angels
appeared in the sky to tell the shepherds of the
good news of Jesus’ birth. They can also be like
shining stars and shine for God, telling others
about Jesus and His love.

2. Provide each student with six chenille wires.
Have them stack the wires together in a straight
pile.

3. Show the children how to tie off the wires in
the middle. Secure the wires so that they are
snug. Cut the loose end of the cable tie.

C AAccttiivviittyy 33

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

TThhee SShheepphheerrddss WWoorrsshhiipp BBaabbyy JJeessuuss
Review the story by reading the rebuses. To help the
students “read,” you may wish to designate differ-
ent children to be one of each of the pictures so that
when it is their turn, they can say that word out
loud. Alternately, you can enlarge the pictures and
have them ready in front of you. When it comes to
that particular picture, you can raise it up in front of
the class and every one can say the word together.

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

TThhee AAnnggeellss BBrriinngg GGoooodd NNeewwss
The angels announced the birth of Jesus because
He is the Savior. Six angels are hidden in this pic-
ture. Find them and color them in.

4. Allow the students to now spread out the
wires so that they look like the points of a star.
They may use scissors to cut some wires a little
bit shorter than others to create a 
“sparkling” and defined star.

5. Make sure they leave one wire that is especial-
ly long so that they can hang the star by bend-
ing the tip of it.

6. As they students engage in this activity, review
the story.
*Talk about how the shepherds were happy
and excited when they saw Jesus. In fact, they
were so happy that they went and told every-
one about what they had heard and seen.
*The stars can remind the students about how
the angels appeared in the heavens and told
the shepherds about the good news.
*When they see the stars, they can be remind-
ed too, to share the good news of Jesus by
telling another about what they learned.
*How else can they be like a shining star and
show others what Jesus is like? (i.e. being kind
to others, singing songs about God, saying
grace before meals)



1177

Review the story by reading the rebuses together.

The Shepherds Worship JesusAAccttiivviittyy 22::11

saw the baby, they went 

baby Jesus shepherds manger Mary sheep

When was born, an angel told some 

were watching their  

is born in Bethlehem.” Then

excited

, an angel appeared in the sky.

“Don’t be afraid.  I bring you good news. 

said, “Let’s go see 

in a must have told the 

that the baby’s name was Jesus. After the

out and told others all they had seen and heard.

.

.”  The  found 

other angels filled the sky and sang praises to God. Suddenly they were gone. The

about His birth. While the 



The Angels Bring Good News
The angels announced the birth of Jesus because He is the Savior.
Six angels are hidden in this picture. Find them and color them in. 

AAccttiivviittyy 22::22
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OOvveerrvviieeww

SSccrriippttuurreess

Lk 2:21-39

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

God wants everyone to rejoice and praise Jesus

Christ

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To show our happiness and joy of knowing Jesus
Christ through prayer, Bible reading and hymn
singing

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“For my eyes have seen Your salvation.”
(Lk 2:30)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 no extra materials are
needed for this lesson

Simeon and Anna
See Baby Jesus f

H H

CCiirrccuummcciissiioonn aanndd tthhee LLaaww
The word “circumcision” is derived from a Latin

word and means literally “to cut around.” The  bibli-
cal reference is an operation whereby the foreskin, a
covering of skin on the head of the penis, is removed
by surgery. As directed by Scripture, Mary and
Joseph had Jesus circumcised on the eighth day. They
named Him “Jesus” as the angel had instructed.
Today, most babies born in the western world under-
go this simple operation in infancy for hygienic con-
siderations.

Circumcision was first mentioned in Genesis 17.
The divine covenant is a series of promises, first per-
sonal (Abram becomes a new man), then national
(the predicted rise of the monarch nationhood), and
lastly spiritual (the pledged relationship of God with
Abraham and his descendants).  

According to the law of Moses (Lev 12), a
woman who had given birth to a male child was con-
sidered unclean for seven days. She had to remain
isolated for thirty-three additional days. After forty
days a sacrifice was to be offered. However, if the

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb family was poor, a pair of doves or young pigeons
could be substituted. Thus, on the fortieth day after
Jesus’ birth, Mary and Joseph brought Him to the
temple so that all the requirements of God’s laws
would be kept.  

SSiimmeeoonn aanndd AAnnnnaa
Simeon was a man in Jerusalem who was right-

eous and devout. He was one who longed for the
coming of the Messiah. He had received a direct rev-
elation that he would not die before seeing the
Messiah with his own eyes. When the presentation
of Jesus was about to take place, Simeon  was guid-
ed by the Spirit to the temple. On seeing Jesus, he
uttered a hymn of praise and went on to speak to
the astonished Mary on the role of Christ within
Israel. 

Anna was an aged widow, daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher (Lk 2:36-38). Like
Simeon, who also belonged to the remnant which
waited for the coming of the Messiah, she had
prophetic sight. She was devout and served day and
night in the temple. On hearing Simeon’s words at
the presentation of Jesus, she commended the baby
as the long-awaited Messiah, and praised God for
the fulfillment of His promise.

1199



Even as a baby, Jesus Christ was already recog-
nized as having an important role in the kingdom of
God. Both Simeon and Anna saw that He would be
the Savior to all mankind, and not just the chosen
people of Israel. Even though this job carried with it
tremendous stress, Jesus Christ took this job head on
from a young age by learning in the temple and pre-
pared Himself daily to do the work of God.

Although our students are still young, they can
learn from the example of Jesus. There are many
things they can do to prepare themselves for the
work of God even when they are just four or five
years old. Many parents send their children off to
piano class, for example, around this age. If you

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ
know your students are taking such classes, encour-
age them often. Ask them why they think they are
going to these classes. Is it so that they can make
their parents happy or is it so they can glorify God
one day when they can play hymns in the church?
Another example is Chinese school. Many children
start attending these classes around this age range.
They can be encouraged that learning another lan-
guage can help them spread the gospel to others
who may not understand English.

Even at a young age, the students can learn that
their lives can be purposeful for God’s holy work.
They can see their piano or Chinese classes as less of
a chore and more of a way they can fulfill God’s will.
They can look forward to their weekly lessons with
excitement because they will know that they are
preparing themselves to work for God’s kingdom.

DDoovvee
a type of bird that is all white

PPiiggeeoonn
a type of bird that has a plump body and a small
head

BBlleessss
to bless means to ask God to give good things to
another person. This is like when Simeon blessed
Joseph and his family. He said nice things would

happen to them later on.

FFaasstt
fast can mean the opposite of slow; another meaning
is to not eat anything

OOffffeerriinngg
a gift for God; we put money in the offering box at
church because it is a gift that we give to God to
remember the good things He has given to us. During
Jesus’ time, some people offered animals instead

SSaavviioorr
a person who saves another; Jesus is our Savior

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

“Lord, now You are letting Your servant
depart in peace, according to Your word;
for my eyes have seen Your salvation
which You have prepared before the face
of all peoples, a light to bring revelation
to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your peo-
ple Israel.” (Lk 2:29-32)
These words were spoken by Simeon after he

saw baby Jesus in the temple. How special that
moment must have been for Simeon. He had wait-
ed many, many years for the coming of the Messiah
and now he had seen Him with his own eyes. The
promise he had been awaiting was finally fulfilled.
But there is something interesting in his words; he

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh
wasn’t just happy for himself that he was able to see
Jesus. He was excited for all the people in the world.
As he spoke, he acknowledged that the Lord Jesus
would be a Savior for all mankind, including the
gentiles. This shows the great understanding
Simeon had about God’s plan of salvation. It was
not just reserved for the chosen nation of Israel.
Unlike many of the early believers, he was com-
pletely comfortable that God had intended to reach
out to everyone. Simeon understood that God was
not just a God for an exclusive people. And the fact
that he was genuinely happy for everyone demon-
strates the tremendous heart he has. It shows his
open-mindedness and his willingness to share the
gospel. This is not always an easy thing to do.
Sometimes, within our own church, we find cliques
or small groups. We tend to want to stay with only

2200
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MMaarryy aanndd JJoosseepphh PPrreeppaarree ttoo GGoo ttoo tthhee TTeemmppllee
Last week, we talked about angels who visited

some shepherds to tell them some good news. Do
you remember what this good news was? The angels
told the shepherds about a very special baby. This
special baby was Jesus. He was born in Bethlehem.
Do you remember where the shepherds found baby
Jesus? They found baby Jesus in a manger. Did you
know that when the shepherds visited baby Jesus,
He was not even eight days old? That is a very tiny
and small baby.

During that time, when a baby was eight days
old, the parents would name the baby. After forty
days, they would also bring the baby to the temple.

When baby Jesus was eight days old, Mary and
Joseph named Him “Jesus.” Why did Mary and
Joseph choose the name “Jesus?”  Do you remember
how the angel came to visit Mary and told her that
she would have a baby? The angel also told her the
baby shall be called Jesus. The angel also visited
Joseph and told him to name the baby Jesus. So
Mary and Joseph listened to the angel and named
the baby “Jesus.”

About forty days after Jesus was born, it was
time to take Jesus to the temple. Even though Jesus
was still very small, Mary and Joseph were going to
present Him to the Lord. That means they wanted to
show God their baby and give thanks to God for
such a wonderful family they had. But before they
could bring Jesus to the temple, they needed to
bring a special offering to the temple. This special
offering could be a pair of doves or two young
pigeons. Mary and Joseph were busy getting ready
for the trip. They wanted to make sure they had
everything they needed. Soon, they were ready to
go.

BBaabbyy JJeessuuss AAtt TThhee TTeemmppllee
After traveling for a while, Mary and Joseph

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

arrived at the temple. There was a very old man
named Simeon who met them at the temple. How
did Simeon know that Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus
were coming to the temple? God used the Holy
Spirit to show him. Because Simeon was very right-
eous and loved God very much, God had promised
Simeon that he would not die until he saw God’s
Son. This means that Simeon was a man who loved
God and did everything according to God’s way.
God wanted Simeon to be able to see God’s Son
before he died so the Holy Spirit moved Simeon to
go the temple to meet baby Jesus.

SSiimmeeoonn iiss GGllaadd ttoo SSeeee BBaabbyy JJeessuuss
When Simeon saw Jesus’ family, Simeon hur-

ried over to Mary and Joseph and took baby Jesus in
his arms. He knew right away that this baby was
God’s Son. Then Simeon prayed and blessed God,
“Dear God, you have kept your promise. Now I can
die in peace. I have seen your salvation which you
have prepared for all the people. I have seen your
salvation that will bring light to the people.” Do
you know what Simeon was saying? He was thank-
ing God for keeping His promise to let him see
Jesus. He was also thankful that God had given the
world His Son so that Jesus could save everyone.

Can you imagine what Mary and Joseph were
thinking when Simeon took Jesus from them? Mary
and Joseph were very surprised. They had never met
this man before. But they could tell he really want-
ed to hold the baby. They also wondered how
Simeon knew so much about Jesus and what He
would do in this world. Do you know how Simeon
knew so much about Jesus? God had shown it to
Simeon.

Then Simeon blessed Jesus’ family and told
Mary, “This baby will grow up to be very important.
He will be good for many of the people in Israel, but
He will also make some of them fall.” Mary and
Joseph did not know what this meant since Jesus
was such a small baby. How could He help people
and also make people fall? Actually, Simeon was
saying that some people would believe in Jesus as

the people we know very well or feel comfortable
with. But Simeon’s words here have taught us to
step out of our comfort zone and spread the good
news to everyone. We need to be excited about
God’s plan and spend time delivering this great joy

to others around us. Instead of just being happy
that we have been chosen and saved, we should
also be concerned about the salvation of the peo-
ple around us. Let us learn from the example of
Simeon and spread the good news.
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the Savior after He grew up and some wouldn’t
believe in Him at all.

AAnnnnaa IIss GGllaadd ttoo SSeeee BBaabbyy JJeessuuss TToooo
Just then a woman hurried over to see the baby.

She was an elderly woman named Anna. She had
lived with her husband for seven years after they got
married, but then her husband died. She did not get
married again. Now, she was eighty-four years old.
Every day for all these years, she would stay in the
temple and worship God. She never left the temple
but worshiped day and night, fasting and praying. So
she was very excited to see baby Jesus. Anna also
knew that this baby was Jesus, the Savior of all peo-
ple. When she saw Him, she thanked God for sending
Jesus.

During this whole time, Mary and Joseph stood

there, not knowing what to say. They had never met
this woman before. How did she know so much
about Jesus? Anna also shared this wonderful news
to those who were waiting for the Savior.

Then, Simeon handed baby Jesus back to Mary.
He and Anna were both very happy because they
had seen the Savior.

Even though Mary and Joseph did not under-
stand everything that Simeon or Anna told them
about baby Jesus, they still wanted to thank God for
giving them Jesus. They had come to the temple to
pray and give their offering. So after they had done
everything that they needed to do, it was time to go
home. But Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus were not
going back to the stable. In next week’s lesson, we
will find out where Jesus and His family will stay and
where Jesus grows up.

11.. WWhheerree wweerree MMaarryy aanndd JJoosseepphh ttaakkiinngg bbaabbyy

JJeessuuss?? (They were bringing Him to the tem-

ple to present Him to the Lord.)

22.. WWhhaatt ddiidd SSiimmeeoonn ddoo wwhheenn hhee ssaaww JJeessuuss??

(He took the baby and held Him.)

33.. HHooww ddiidd SSiimmeeoonn kknnooww tthhaatt bbaabbyy JJeessuuss

wwoouulldd bbee aatt tthhee tteemmppllee?? (The Holy Spirit

told him to find Jesus there.)

44.. WWhhaatt ddiidd SSiimmeeoonn ssaayy aafftteerr hhee ssaaww JJeessuuss??

(He said that he was happy and peaceful.

He said many people will believe in Jesus as

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg

the Savior and some will not.)

55.. WWhhoo eellssee ccaammee oovveerr ttoo sseeee JJeessuuss aatt tthhee tteemm--

ppllee?? (Anna. She was an old believer. She

fasted and prayed in the temple all the

time.)

66.. WWhhaatt ddiidd AAnnnnaa ddoo oorr ssaayy aafftteerr sseeeeiinngg JJeessuuss??

(She gave thanks to God and told others

about Jesus.)

77.. BBootthh SSiimmeeoonn aanndd AAnnnnaa wweerree vveerryy hhaappppyy ttoo

sseeee JJeessuuss aatt tthhee tteemmppllee.. TThheeyy wweerree hhaappppyy ttoo

bbee aabbllee ttoo ffiinnaallllyy sseeee HHiimm.. TTooddaayy,, wwee ccaann--

nnoott sseeee JJeessuuss aass tthheeyy ddiidd bbuutt wwee ddoo kknnooww

HHiimm.. HHooww ccaann wwee sshhooww wwee aarree hhaappppyy,, jjuusstt

lliikkee SSiimmeeoonn aanndd AAnnnnaa?? (Allow students to

answer.)

HHaappppyy TToo BBee WWiitthh GGoodd
Juan was having a great dream about race cars

when all of a sudden, he heard his name being
called.

“Juan, Juan. It is time to get up. Today is the
Sabbath and we are going to church soon,” said the
voice.

This didn’t seem like part of the dream. He

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

opened his eyes and realized that his mom was
standing over him. 

“Juan, it is getting late. You need to get up and
eat your breakfast now,” said Mrs. Lopez. 

Juan rubbed his eyes.
“Okay,” replied Juan as he shuffled out of bed

and headed to the bathroom to wash up.
Ten minutes later, Juan came into the kitchen

and sat down. He picked up his fork and began to
eat the breakfast his mom had made for him.

“Mom, why do we have to go to church every
Saturday?”



2233

“Juan, you know the answer to that ques-
tion,” said Mrs. Lopez.

“Yes, I know it is because it’s the Sabbath and
God wants us to worship Him. But sometimes I wish
I could sleep in like other kids do,” said Juan as he
made a big yawn.

“I know that it is nice to sleep in but you
already had a good night’s rest. You know Juan,
going to church should not be something that we
feel like we ‘have to’ do but it should be something
that we’re happy to do, just like how Mr. Chu is so
happy to go to church every time,” explained Mrs.
Lopez.

“Oh, do you mean that man who can’t drive
and lives by himself?” asked Juan.

“Yes, that’s him. By the way, we are going to
pick him up today on our way to church. By picking
him up, we are doing God’s work. This is also a way
to show God our love for Him.”

“Mom, I like Mr. Chu. He is always smiling at
church,” commented Juan as he picked up his milk
cup.

“I think he is smiling all the time because he is
happy to see all the brothers and sisters at church
and he is happy to be with God,” explained Mrs.
Lopez.

“He must really be happy because he is
ALWAYS smiling,” said Juan again.

“You know, he reminds me of the story of
Simeon and Anna. They were in the temple when
baby Jesus was brought there by his parents. They
were very excited and happy to see Him too. They
praised and thanked God for giving the people a
Savior,” said Mrs. Lopez.

“I guess that is a bit like Mr. Chu. He is so
happy about going to church that he just smiles all
the time,” offered Juan.

“And we should learn to be more like Mr. Chu.
“We should feel like we can’t wait to go to church

every Saturday. It is just like spending time with our
best friend. When you think about your best friend,
Tommy, you can’t wait to play with him, right?”
asked Mrs. Lopez.

“Wow, I never really thought about God that
way, being my friend,” said Juan.

“Jesus is definitely our friend. We don’t just go
to church because we have to. We go because we
are happy Jesus is a part of our lives. I hope you feel
happier about going to church now,” said Mrs.
Lopez.

“Yes,” Juan responded with a big smile.
“You know dear, with that big smile of yours,

not only will everyone know that you are happy to
go to church but Jesus will definitely be able to tell
how glad you are to be in His house,” praised Mrs.
Lopez. “Do you know what else you can do to let
the rest of the family know how happy you are to
go to church?”

“I know,” Juan answered as he jumped down
from his seat. “I am going to make sure Ricky and
Dad are up and ready to go to church too!”

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJuuaann wwiisshh hhee ccoouulldd ddoo oonn SSaattuurrddaayyss

iinnsstteeaadd ooff ggooiinngg ttoo cchhuurrcchh?? (He wanted to stay
home and sleep in.)

22.. WWhhyy ddoo wwee ggoo ttoo cchhuurrcchh oonn SSaattuurrddaayyss?? (Allow
students to answer; because it is the Sabbath;
God made it a special day for us to rest so that
we can go to church to worship/praise Him.)

33.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJuuaann ssaayy aabboouutt MMrr.. CChhuu?? (He said
that Mr. Chu was always smiling.)

44.. WWhhyy ddiidd MMrrss.. LLooppeezz tthhiinnkk MMrr.. CChhuu wwaass aallwwaayyss
ssmmiilliinngg aatt cchhuurrcchh?? (She thought he was happy
to be with God, like Simeon and Anna.)

55.. HHooww ccaann wwee sshhooww wwee aarree hhaappppyy ttoo bbee wwiitthh
JJeessuuss,, aatt cchhuurrcchh aanndd aatt hhoommee?? (Allow students
to answer.)

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

SSiimmeeoonn aanndd AAnnnnaa AArree HHaappppyy ttoo SSeeee JJeessuuss
Look at the picture. Simeon and Anna are happy to
see Jesus. How can you tell? Finish what each of
them said about Jesus. Then color in the picture.
“I have seen Jesus with my ________ (eyes).”
“Thank ________ (God) for sending us Jesus.”

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

WWee AArree HHaappppyy TToo BBee WWiitthh JJeessuuss
Simeon and Anna were happy to see Jesus. They
smiled a lot and praised God to show they were
happy. Look at the pictures. What can we do show
that we are happy to be with Jesus?
1. We can ___________ (sing) hymns to God.
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TThhaannkk YYoouu HHyymmnn
This is a wonderful lesson to sing hymns of thanks
and praise to God. One particularly good one is
Hymn 393 in the Hymns of Praise hymn book. When
the children are singing, take time out to talk about
the words and what people thank God for in their
lives.

SSoommee tthhaannkk tthhee LLoorrdd ffoorr ffrriieennddss aanndd hhoommee,,
ffoorr mmeerrcciieess ssuurree aanndd sswweeeett;;
BBuutt II wwoouulldd pprraaiissee HHiimm ffoorr HHiiss ggrraaccee,,
iinn pprraayyeerr II wwoouulldd rreeppeeaatt..
RReeffrraaiinn

SSoommee tthhaannkk HHiimm ffoorr tthhee fflloowweerrss tthhaatt ggrrooww,,
ssoommee ffoorr tthhee ssttaarrss tthhaatt sshhiinnee;;
MMyy hheeaarrtt iiss ffiilllleedd wwiitthh jjooyy aanndd pprraaiissee,,
bbeeccaauussee II kknnooww HHee’’ss mmiinnee..
RReeffrraaiinn

II ttrruusstt iinn HHiimm ffrroomm ddaayy ttoo ddaayy,,
II pprroovvee HHiiss ssaavviinngg ggrraaccee;;
II’’llll ssiinngg tthhiiss ssoonngg ooff pprraaiissee ttoo HHiimm,,
uunnttiill II sseeee HHiiss ffaaccee..
RReeffrraaiinn

RReeffrraaiinn::
TThhaannkk yyoouu,, LLoorrdd,, ffoorr ssaavviinngg mmyy ssoouull;;
TThhaannkk yyoouu LLoorrdd,, ffoorr mmaakkiinngg mmee wwhhoollee;;
TThhaannkk yyoouu,, LLoorrdd,, ffoorr ggiivviinngg ttoo mmee
TThhyy ggrreeaatt ssaallvvaattiioonn ssoo rriicchh aanndd ffrreeee..

C AAccttiivviittyy 33

2. We can ___________ (pray) to God.
3. We can ___________ (listen) in class.
4. We can ___________ (read) the Bible.



Look at the picture. Simeon and Anna are happy to see Jesus.
How can you tell? Finish what each of them said about Jesus.

Then color in the picture.

Simeon and Anna Are Happy To See JesusAAccttiivviittyy 33::11

2255

“I have seen
Jesus with my
_________.”

“Thank
_____ for

sending us
Jesus.”



We Are Happy To Be With Jesus
Simeon and Anna were happy to see Jesus. They smiled and

praised God to show they were happy. Look at the pictures
below. What can we do to show we are happy to be with Jesus?

AAccttiivviittyy 33::22

1. We can _________ hymns to God. 2. We can _________ to God.

3. We can _________ in class. 4. We can _________ the Bible.
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SSccrriippttuurreess

Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

God protects His believers from harm

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To remember to pray to God when we need His
protection and guidance; to identify ways God
has protected us

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“God is our protection and strength.”
(Ps 46:1)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 basket pattern
88 brown construction paper
88 scissors
88 glue

Joseph and Mary Escape
to Egypt f

H H

JJeessuuss’’ FFaammiillyy FFlleeeess ttoo EEggyypptt
As soon as baby Jesus was born, He became a

major threat to Herod. Herod was the governor of
Galilee, thus effectively making him the king of the
Jews at that time. Herod wanted to kill Jesus,
because he didn’t want Jesus to take his kingship in
the future. In fact, Herod was known for the fierce
protection of his throne. He even killed his own
family members when he thought they posed a
threat to him.

Warned of this treachery in a dream, Joseph
took his family to Egypt until Herod’s death. This
was the second dream or vision Joseph received
from God. Joseph’s first dream revealed that
Mary’s child would be the Messiah (Mt 1:20-21). His
second dream told him how to protect the child’s
life. Although Joseph was not Jesus’ natural father,
he was Jesus’ legal father and was given this
important responsibility to guard Jesus’ safety.
Joseph remained obedient and faithful; he listened
to God’s warning right away and took his family to
Egypt until God gave further instructions to him.

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb
God asked Joseph to take his family to Egypt,

because there were colonies of Jews in several
major Egyptian cities. God knew that they would be
safe there. Back in Israel, Herod gave orders to kill
all the boys under two years old in Bethlehem.
Herod’s hands were stained with blood, yet the
baby Jesus remained unharmed. God’s plan was not
hindered after all.

NNaazzaarreetthh
Herod the Great died in 4 B.C. of an incurable

disease. After Herod’s death, God told Joseph to
settle his family in Nazareth, which was located in
the hilly area of southern Galilee. The town itself
was rather small but this is where Jesus grew up.
The town of Nazareth did not have a good reputa-
tion. This is evident when Nathanael commented,
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John
1:46). This could likely be due to its small size, lack
of culture and possible moral laxity. In fact, the res-
idents of this town did not look highly upon its own
inhabitants. When Jesus began His ministry, He was
rejected by the townspeople.
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Children at this age may know that God watches
over them. However, not all of them will understand
what it really means to have God’s protection in his or
her every day life. You can first give some examples of
how God keeps you safe, and ask them to share their
own experiences. Although it is good to share testi-
monies of God’s protection, the experiences don’t
have to be earth-shattering. They can be simple things
like how we get to work or school safely each day.

For children to better understand God’s all-
encompassing protection, you may also talk about
how God is like a shepherd watching over His sheep
without letting them get hurt or harmed in the wild.
We are the beloved sheep under His protection. Ask
the children to brainstorm with you how a shepherd

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ protects His sheep. You can write down their ideas on
the board. Ask the children if they think it’s an easy or
hard job to be a good shepherd. Have them show
thumbs up or down to vote. Write down their votes
on the board, and continue to ask both groups to
explain why they think it is easy or hard to be a good
shepherd. At the end of the discussion, be sure to
address that it is NOT easy to be a good shepherd.
Sometimes sheep wander away and never come back.
Sometimes furious animals attack the fold, and sever-
al sheep may get killed. Shepherds also have to stay
up late to watch their sheep out in the fields.  It is hard
work to be a good shepherd. However, like a good
shepherd, our God is our protection and strength. No
matter how hard or how much work there is, God is
always by our side. By relying on His guidance and
protection, we are safe and unharmed.

JJeeaalloouuss
feeling unhappy because others seem better than
you or have better things than you

EEggyypptt
a country that is close to Israel

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

Joseph and Mary faced great danger when
Herod commanded all the boys under the age of
two to be killed. Their God-given Son, the Messiah,
was going to be captured and killed. If we were
Joseph and Mary, what kind of emotional turmoil
might we experience? Surprisingly, they reacted to
the situation calmly and peacefully, knowing that
God was their refuge and strength. They knew they
did not have to fear anything. They believed that
God must have a way for them to save the baby.
Joseph was a God-fearing man who maintained a
close relationship with God. As soon as he received
the dream from God, he knew what to do to pro-
tect his family. More importantly, he knew that
they would be all right in the end, because God was
guiding their path and watching over them.

Take a moment and reflect upon Psalm 23.

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh

Think about God’s tender care and His thorough
protection in our own life. As we count His blessings
one by one, we will be able to help our children
understand God’s attentive protection and His
uncompromised love for us:

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not
want. He makes me lie down in green pas-
tures; He leads me beside the still waters. He
restores my soul; He leads me in paths of
righteousness for his name's sake. Even
though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I fear no evil; for You are
with me; Your rod and Your staff, they com-
fort me. You prepare a table before me in
the presence of my enemies; You anoint my
head with oil, my cup overflows. Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life; and I shall dwell in the house
of the Lord forever.” (Psalm 23)

2288

NNaazzaarreetthh
the small town in Galilee where Jesus grew up
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HHeerroodd WWaannttss ttoo KKiillll JJeessuuss
In the last lesson, we learned that Mary and

Joseph took baby Jesus to the temple. Two people
were very happy to see Him at the temple because
they knew Jesus would grow up one day and be the
King of the Jews. That means He would lead the
people and save them. Their names were Simeon
and Anna. We are happy today too because we
know that Jesus saves all those who believe in Him.
He is our King because He leads us. But not everyone
was happy that Jesus was born. In today’s story, we
are going to learn about a very jealous king, named
Herod. When he heard that baby Jesus had been
born in Bethlehem of Judea, he was very unhappy
and angry. Herod didn’t want Jesus to be king in the
future. He wanted to be king himself for as long as
he lived. So Herod gave a very mean order to kill all
the boys under two years old in Bethlehem. Herod
thought to himself, “Jesus will never be king
because He will be killed. I will be the king forever.”  

Wow, boys and girls, would you be scared if
bad people were after you, wanting to find you and
kill you? (Pause for a minute and look around the
room to see the students’ reactions and facial
expressions.) How mean King Herod was to give such
an order! At that time, Jesus’ parents, Mary and
Joseph, were living in a house in Bethlehem, think-
ing that it was a good place for Jesus to grow up in.
Little did they know that they would be in great
danger if they continued to stay in Bethlehem. 

JJoosseepphh HHaass AA DDrreeaamm
One day when Joseph was sleeping, he had a

dream. In his dream, an angel came and stood
beside him. The angel brought Joseph a message
from God. He said, “Get up, Joseph! It’s not safe
here for you anymore. The bad king, Herod, wants
to hurt Jesus and kill Him. You must take Jesus and
His mother to escape to Egypt and stay there until I
tell you to what to do next.”

TThhee FFaammiillyy LLeeaavveess FFoorr EEggyypptt
When Joseph woke up, he jumped up and woke

Mary. He told her what the angel had said to him.
Do you remember the first time an angel appeared
to Joseph? The angel told him about the birth of

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

Jesus. Did Joseph listen to the angel and take Mary
as his wife? Yes. And Jesus really was born, just like
the angel had said He would. So when the angel
told him to leave right away, he did just that.
Joseph knew he should trust the angel and do
what he says. In the night, Mary and Joseph start-
ed gathering their things into a big bundle. They
placed the bundle on their donkey’s back. In the
dark of the night, they began their trip to Egypt. 

How do you think Jesus’ family traveled? Do
you think they were loud and noisy or soft and
quiet? They had to be very quiet, so no one would
notice them. The last thing they wanted to happen
was to have the mean king find out where they
were going. Even though they were afraid that
they might be caught and that Jesus might be hurt,
they probably felt peace in their hearts. Do you
know why? Mary and Joseph knew that God was
watching over them, guiding them, and protecting
them.

So, after many miles of traveling, they finally
arrived in Egypt. They knew they would be safe for
now, so they stayed there. Actually, they stayed
there until king Herod died.

JJoosseepphh HHaass AAnnootthheerr DDrreeaamm
Then one night while Joseph was still in Egypt,

Joseph had another dream. Again, he saw an angel
with a message from God.  The angel said, “Get up,
Joseph. It is safe now to take Jesus and Mary back
to the land of Israel.”

What do you think Joseph did this time? Of
course, he obeyed and did what the angel told him
to do. He woke Jesus and Mary up, and together
they traveled back to the land of Israel. But the
land of Israel was big. Where would they stay?
Should they go back to Bethlehem? As they were
traveling, though, Joseph had still another dream.
This is the third dream Joseph had about where he
should go. This time God told Joseph that since
Herod’s son was in charge now, Joseph should not
take his family back to Bethlehem. Herod’s son was
just as bad as Herod was. Instead, God told Joseph
to go to the town of Nazareth. And so Joseph and
his family went to Nazareth and stayed there. It
was in Nazareth that Jesus grew up safely.

GGoodd PPrrootteeccttss JJoosseepphh,, MMaarryy aanndd JJeessuuss
Boys and girls, Joseph must have had a very
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close relationship with God. Whenever he and his
family were in danger, God would tell him in a
dream what to do. And Joseph didn’t just think
these were regular dreams. Instead, he took every
message from God seriously and obeyed His words.
He was able to keep his family safe because of
God’s guidance and protection. Even though it was
hard to travel to so many different places, and to
places where they had not been to before, Joseph
was not afraid because he trusted in God. But what
if Joseph didn’t trust God? What if he had not left
Bethlehem? King Herod might have found Jesus
and killed Him. We learned from this story that
Joseph really relied on God’s protection and did
what God wanted him to do.

How about you? We know that God watches
over us all the time, but how does He protect us in
our every day life? Does anyone want to share?
(Pause for students to answer.) Let me give you a
hint. God gave Jesus two loving parents to take
care of Him. Who does God give you in your family
to take care of you and keep you safe? (Ask the stu-
dents how their families take care of them. How do
the adults in their families show their love to
them?) We thank God for giving us Lord Jesus and
so many blessings in our life.  Don’t forget that God
is our protection and strength, just like the memo-
ry verse says. There is nothing for us to be afraid of
anymore, because we can rely on God for all His
wonderful help!

11.. WWhhaatt ddiidd tthhee aannggeell tteellll JJoosseepphh ttoo ddoo iinn tthhee

ffiirrsstt ddrreeaamm?? (The angel asked Joseph to

take Mary and Jesus and leave for Egypt

right away.)  

22.. WWhhyy ddiidd JJeessuuss’’ ffaammiillyy hhaavvee ttoo lleeaavvee aanndd

ttrraavveell ttoo EEggyypptt?? (Because king Herod want-

ed to kill Jesus.)

33.. WWhhyy ddiidd HHeerroodd wwaanntt ttoo kkiillll JJeessuuss?? (He want-

ed to kill Jesus because he did not want

Jesus to become the king when He grew

up.)

44.. AAfftteerr HHeerroodd ddiieedd,, wwhhaatt ddiidd tthhee aannggeell tteellll

JJoosseepphh iinn tthhee sseeccoonndd ddrreeaamm?? (The angel said

it was safe for the family to go back to

Israel.)

55.. AAlloonngg tthhee wwaayy ttoo IIssrraaeell,, wwhhyy ddiidd tthhee aannggeell

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg
tteellll JJoosseepphh nnoott ttoo ggoo bbaacckk ttoo BBeetthhlleehheemm??

(Because Herod’s son was in power, and it

was still not safe for Jesus to live there.)

66.. WWhheerree ddiidd JJoosseepphh ttaakkee hhiiss ffaammiillyy ttoo eevveenn--

ttuuaallllyy?? WWhheerree ddiidd JJeessuuss ggrrooww uupp?? (In a

small town called Nazareth.)

77.. HHooww mmaannyy ddrreeaammss ddiidd JJoosseepphh hhaavvee aallttoo--

ggeetthheerr wwhhiicchh ttoolldd hhiimm wwhheerree ttoo ggoo??

(Three.)

88.. HHooww ddoo wwee kknnooww tthhaatt GGoodd wwaass pprrootteeccttiinngg

JJoosseepphh aanndd hhiiss ffaammiillyy dduurriinngg tthhiiss wwhhoollee

ttiimmee?? (God sent an angel to give Joseph

the messages so he would know where to

go. Even though they had to travel a lot,

God kept them safe.

99.. ““GGoodd iiss oouurr pprrootteeccttiioonn aanndd ssttrreennggtthh”” ((PPss

4466::11)).. CCaann yyoouu ttuurrnn ttoo yyoouurr nneeiigghhbboorr nnooww

aanndd tteellll hhiimm oorr hheerr hhooww GGoodd pprrootteeccttss yyoouu

eevveerryy ddaayy?? (Students’ answers may vary.)

TThhee FFllyyiinngg EExxppeerriieennccee
It was spring break! Mr. and Mrs. Lopez had

promised their children, Ricky and Juan, to take

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

them to visit their cousins, uncles and aunts, and
grandparents in New Mexico. The boys just couldn’t
wait to go. Ricky, being the big brother, was in
charge of helping his little brother Juan pack the
suitcases. A few days before the trip, Mr. Lopez even
sat down with his family to talk about their travel
plans, where they would be going, new places they



3311

would see, and their visits at their grandparents’
house. Ricky and Juan simply couldn’t wait to board
the plane and be there the next minute!

Finally, after much planning and preparation,
the Lopez family was ready for their trip to New
Mexico. They prayed together to ask for God’s pro-
tection throughout the trip before leaving to the
airport. They checked and made sure all the doors
were locked, and nothing was left behind. With so
much excitement, they left for the airport.

Ricky and Juan had been on airplanes before
when they were little, but they didn’t remember
much. They were excited, especially Juan—he
watched airplanes take off while waiting at the
gate to board their flight, and just couldn’t believe
how high they were in the sky within minutes. Soon
it was the Lopez’s turn to get on. The family got to
their seats and sat down. Within a few minutes, the
plane took off and they were on their way to New
Mexico. While they were flying, the boys played
games, listened to music, and ate some snacks their
mom had prepared for them. Eventually they fell
asleep during the last part of their flight. As the
boys slept soundly, the flight captain made an
announcement over the intercom, “Ladies and gen-
tlemen, we will be landing shortly. Please return to
your seats and have your safety belt securely fas-
tened. Just so you know, we may be experiencing
some turbulence due to a storm that just came in to
New Mexico.”

Mr. and Mrs. Lopez had to wake up Ricky and
Juan to buckle their seat belts. And sure enough,
not long after they woke up, they began to feel the
plane moving up and down as if the whole plane
was trembling. Juan started to get worried. He
asked his dad what was going on. Mr. Lopez com-
forted him, and explained to him that the weather
was not good outside. He assured Juan that they
would be all right. He told Juan to pray in silence
and ask God to help them.

Then, all of a sudden, they felt an unexpected
shift of the plane, as if they were struck by some-
thing.  Now, both boys looked afraid and held on to
their parents’ hands tightly.

“Are we going to be okay, Dad?” Ricky asked in
a small voice.

“Don’t worry, Ricky. God is watching over us.
We will be fine,” Mr. Lopez replied.

As the plane shook even harder, Juan began to
cry. Mrs. Lopez held him tightly in her arms, and

told him to keep praying for God’s protection. The
whole family sat quietly together and prayed hard.
Mr. and Mrs. Lopez didn’t know what was going to
happen next, but they remained calm.

Then Mrs. Lopez began to sing, “My God is so
great, so strong and so mighty, there’s nothing my
God cannot do.” She repeated this three times until
Juan stopped crying and the whole family joined in
singing this song.

“You know what?” Mr. Lopez said. “This little
song reminds me of the Bible verse, ‘God is our pro-
tection and strength,’ from Psalm 46:1.”

What an encouragement that was to the Lopez
family! Mrs. Lopez said, “You’re right, Honey! God
is our protection and strength. Let’s not worry, but
keep praying for His protection and hope that this
plane will land safely.”

Gradually, the plane shook less, and did not
move up and down anymore. After a short while,
the captain made another announcement, “Ladies
and gentlemen, please stay seated and keep your
safety belts fastened. We are getting ready to land
the plane right now.” Everyone was so happy to
hear the announcement. Some people even clapped
their hands to celebrate the landing! Within min-
utes, the plane landed safely on the ground. The
Lopez family prayed once more and thanked God
for His mercy and protection. They knew that God
was looking after them so that they were able to
arrive in New Mexico unharmed! 

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11.. WWhheerree wwaass tthhee LLooppeezz ffaammiillyy ggooiinngg?? (They were

going to New Mexico to visit their family.) 
22.. WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd ttoo tthhee ppllaannee bbeeffoorree tthhee ppllaannee

wwaass aabboouutt ttoo llaanndd?? (The plane was shaking vio-
lently due to the bad weather.)

33.. WWhhaatt ddiidd MMrr.. aanndd MMrrss.. LLooppeezz tteellll tthhee bbooyyss ttoo ddoo
wwhheenn tthheeyy wweerree aaffrraaiidd?? (They told Ricky and
Juan not to worry, but keep praying for God’s
protection and guidance.)  

44.. WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd eevveennttuuaallllyy?? WWhhaatt ddiidd tthhee
LLooppeezz ffaammiillyy ddoo wwhheenn tthheeyy kknneeww tthheeyy wweerree
ssaaffee?? (The plane stabilized, and they were able
to land safely. The Lopez family prayed and
thanked God for His love and protection.)

55.. WWhhaatt wwaass tthhee BBiibbllee vveerrssee tthhaatt MMrr.. LLooppeezz
rreemmeemmbbeerreedd oonn tthhee ppllaannee?? (It was Psalm 46:1—
God is our protection and strength.)

66.. HHooww wwoouulldd yyoouu ffeeeell aanndd wwhhaatt wwoouulldd yyoouu ddoo iiff
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AAccttiioonn RRhhyymmee
Share this action rhyme with the students to help
them thank God for protecting Jesus and His family
as well as their own family.

C AAccttiivviittyy 33

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

JJoosseepphh’’ss DDrreeaammss
How many dreams did Joseph have altogether? (3)
Write the number next to the dream he had first
(Egypt), second (Israel) and third (Nazareth).

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

WWhhoo IIss SSttaayyiinngg SSaaffee WWiitthh TThheeiirr FFaammiillyy??
Look at each picture. How does your mom or dad
keep you safe? In each set of pictures, circle the pic-
ture that shows how mom or dad is protecting us.
Talk about why the other picture is dangerous and
something we should never do.
1. We should never stand on a chair and try to take

things off tall shelves. We could get hurt. We
can always ask mom or dad to help us get some-
thing we need. Who is staying safe with their
family?

2. We should never play with the vacuum cleaner
or try to plug things into the socket by our-
selves. We could get hurt or electrocuted. We
should always save this kind of work for mom or
dad. Who is staying safe with their family?

3. We should never cross the street by ourselves.
We could get hit by a car. We should always
hold hands with a grown up. Who is staying safe
with their family?

GGoodd kkeepptt mmee ssaaffee wwhheenn II wwaass ssmmaallll,,
(Hold hands near floor.)
SSoo II ccoouulldd ggrrooww ttoo bbee tthhiiss ttaallll..
(Hold hands at top of head.)
FFrroomm ssmmaallll ttoo ttaallll,,
(Stoop, then reach high.)
II’’mm ggrroowwiinngg uupp lliikkee JJeessuuss..
(Raise arms; stretch hands high.)

yyoouu wweerree RRiicckkyy oorr JJuuaann ssiittttiinngg oonn tthhaatt sshhaakkiinngg
aaiirrppllaannee?? (Students’ responses may vary.)

77.. HHooww mmaannyy ooff yyoouu hhaavvee bbeeeenn oonn aa ppllaannee bbeeffoorree??
((AAllllooww ssttuuddeennttss ttoo rraaiissee hhaannddss ffoorr aa qquuiicckk ssuurr--
vveeyy..)) WWhhaatt ccaann wwee ddoo bbeeffoorree tthhee ppllaannee ttaakkeess ooffff

aanndd aafftteerr iitt llaannddss ssaaffeellyy?? HHooww eellssee ddooeess GGoodd
pprrootteecctt uuss iinn oouurr ddaaiillyy lliivveess?? (We can always
pray to ask God for His guidance and to thank
Him for protecting the plane; allow students to
answer.)



Joseph’s DreamsAAccttiivviittyy 44::11
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How many dreams did Joseph have altogether? Write the number
next to the dream he had first, second and third.



AAccttiivviittyy 44::22
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Who Is Staying Safe With Their Family?
Look at each picture. How does your mom or dad keep you safe? In each
set of pictures, circle the picture that shows how mom or dad is protecting
us. Talk about why the other picture is dangerous and something we should
never do.

1.

2.

3.



3355

H
H

55
OOvveerrvviieeww

SSccrriippttuurreess

Lk 2:40-52

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

Jesus obeyed both God and His earthly parents

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To identify the things believers can do at church to
worship God and learn His words

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“Jesus increased in wisdom and stature.”
(Lk 2:52)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 prepare a variety of
ready-to-eat healthy
foods (vegetables; fruit or
whole wheat snacks)

88 plates
88 forks, spoons and napkins

Jesus At The Temple

f

H H

JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt’’ss CChhiillddhhoooodd
Many of us have a natural curiosity to learn

more about Jesus’ childhood. The Gospel of Luke is
the only source of information we have about His
early years. Although His conception was virginal,
Jesus was born on earth as a baby, and grew up as
any human being would. So He understands what
it is like to be a child. And He didn’t have an easy
life. His father was a carpenter so He wasn’t born
into a rich family. He also had to move several
times as a young child because Herod wanted Him
killed. He lived in a foreign country for a while, and
then in Galilee, in a town called Nazareth. In the
minds of most Jews, Nazareth wasn’t the best place
to live. The Jews looked down upon Nazarenes as
poor and not “pure” Jews. So even though Jesus is
the Savior, His early life on earth was not necessar-
ily a happy one.

Jesus had younger brothers and sisters. The
names of His sisters are not known, but His broth-
ers were: James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas. Not
everyone understood who He was and knew that

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb
He was the Son of God because He had come into
the world just as any other baby would have.

When Jesus turned twelve years old, He formal-
ly joined the religious community, and at that point
was considered a man, responsible for keeping the
Law. Keeping the Law included celebrating
Passover at Jerusalem (see Ex 23:14-17). In fact,
every Jewish man was expected to come to
Jerusalem at least three times a year. During this
particular trip, the boy Jesus lingered behind in
Jerusalem to learn more about God’s words, which
caused Mary and Joseph to anxiously seek for their
missing son. When Mary found Him in the temple
listening to teachers and asking them questions, she
told Jesus how worried she was. Even though Jesus
knew that His goal was to learn and do His heaven-
ly Father’s will, He obeyed His parents and went
home with them.
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For this Bible story, it is important to let the chil-
dren know that even though they are young, they can
still build a strong relationship with God by coming to
Religious Education classes to learn more about God’s
words, singing hymns to praise Him, listening to Bible
stories, and obeying their parents. This is just what
Jesus did, for He was eager to learn everything there
was to know about His heavenly Father. It is also
important to point out that He was submissive to His
earthly parents. As the key verse for this lesson (Luke
2:52) indicates, the boy Jesus advanced in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and men. Jesus is an
excellent example for them to follow.

Students at this age love to hear about Jesus’

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ childhood stories. They might be amazed to realize
that the almighty Lord Jesus was once a child, too, just
like them. Talk about the kind of family Jesus grew up
in. Being the oldest in a carpenter’s family, Jesus had
to help out His earthly parents a lot. Ask students if
they do the same in their own home. Have them give
examples of how they can be good helpers. It is impor-
tant for the students to know that Jesus was not some
kind of superhuman or superhero, even though He
was born by the Holy Spirit. By relating these child-
hood stories, it helps them to understand that Jesus
went through many of the same things they are also
going through. That is why Jesus can really know how
they feel. That is why they are always encouraged to
talk to Jesus through prayer because there is nothing
He can’t help them with.

CCaarrppeenntteerr
someone who makes things out of wood (like
chairs and tables) to earn a living

WWiissddoomm,, WWiissee
knowing right from wrong

PPaassssoovveerr
a special holiday to remember how God saved His peo-
ple from the Egyptians during the Exodus

HHoonnoorr
to show respect for someone

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

This lesson is a good time to reflect upon how
the boy Jesus was able to grow strong in faith and
be filled with wisdom, and how He also became a
person who was well loved by God and the people
around Him. As RE teachers, our biggest challenge
is helping the students grow up in the Lord and
remain faithful to Him, even as they head off for
college. Although it was not easy, the boy Jesus
was able to strive to do what was right in the eyes
of God. Encourage your students to be more like
Jesus. He is a good example of a person who went
through daily struggles and conquered them.
Today, the temptations may be different (e.g.
excessive computer games, on-line chat rooms), but
the way to overcome them is the same. Remind the
students that every little thing counts, and it’s up to
them to make good choices every day! As you
advise the students to make smart choices, you

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh
might think about your past and the decisions that
you made growing up. Was God a part of your deci-
sion-making process? What kind of priorities did
you have? Did you seek to please God and men as a
young child? Take this opportunity to share your
own testimony for the Lord.

Another important part of this lesson is Jesus’
obedience to His earthly parents. We can imagine
how worried and frustrated they felt when Jesus
was nowhere to be found. Later, when Mary found
Him sitting among the teachers in the temple, talk-
ing to them peacefully, He was not showing any
signs of anxiety over “losing” His parents. But, Jesus
knew that His earthly parents would not understand
why He stayed behind to talk to the teachers and
the importance of studying God’s words. So Jesus lis-
tened to Mary, and obeyed her, returning home
without arguing further. Talk to the students about
what it means to obey their parents. Give some
examples of how one can truly be obedient to his or
her parents.
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JJeessuuss GGrroowwss UUpp
When Jesus was born, He was just a tiny baby.

He had little toes and fingers and a very small body.
But He didn’t stay little. He grew like you and me. He
became taller, older, and smarter each day! Soon, he
was not a baby anymore, but a boy who loved to help
out in His family. He started to help His father Joseph.
Joseph was a carpenter. That means he made things
out of wood, like shelves and chairs. So Jesus would
help his father with his wood-working. He also must
have helped His mother to take care of some house
chores. Every day He grew. Soon He turned ten years
old, then eleven, then twelve! He grew strong and
healthy, and was filled with wisdom. Children, what
does it mean for someone to be filled with wisdom?
When someone is filled with wisdom, this person
understands many things in the Bible and knows how
to make good decisions to be a good Christian.
Children, how many of you think that you’re also
being filled with wisdom? (Raise your hand high, so I
can see.) Can you think of some good decisions that
you have already made to be a good Christian? For
example, you decided to follow your parents to come
to church today to learn more about God’s words.
You chose not to complain about coming to church.
This is a wise decision you have made to be a good
Christian. Are there any other examples you can think
of? (Let students share.) The boy Jesus was just like
you; He not only grew taller and older, but also wiser
and stronger in faith. 

JJeessuuss GGooeess ttoo JJeerruussaalleemm wwiitthh HHiiss PPaarreennttss
Every year, Jesus’ parents, Mary and Joseph,

took their family to Jerusalem to worship in the tem-
ple. They made this trip every year to show God that
they loved Him very much and wanted to worship
Him. When Jesus turned twelve, Mary and Joseph
took their family again. But this time, the Jerusalem
trip became even more special. That is because when
a Jewish boy turns twelve years old, people will not
call him a boy anymore, but a man. Even though he
is not that old (share the name of a child within the
local church who is around twelve years old so that
the students have an idea of what that means), he is
old enough to understand what is right to do and

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

what he should not do. A twelve year old Jewish
boy has to begin to act grown up and be responsi-
ble. Therefore, when the Feast of the Passover
came, Mary and Joseph took Jesus with them to go
to Jerusalem to worship God.  

Back in the old days, many people didn’t live
close to Jerusalem. And when it was time to go to
the temple, the family had to walk on foot for hun-
dreds of miles to get to Jerusalem to worship God.
Do you know how far Jesus and His parents walked
from Nazareth, where He lived, to Jerusalem and
back?  Does anyone want to take a guess? (Call on
3 to 4 students to share their estimates, and write
the number on the board.) It takes about twelve
days to walk 240 miles from Nazareth to Jerusalem
and back. That was how far Jesus walked with His
parents to go worship God! Can you imagine your-
self walking for that long? (Give an example
between two places that students are familiar with
that are approximately 240 miles in distance to
show them how far it really is. You can also use a
Bible map to point out the distance between
Nazareth to Jerusalem.)

MMaarryy aanndd JJoosseepphh CCaannnnoott FFiinndd JJeessuuss
Finally, after about twelve days of walking,

Jesus and His parents arrived safely at the temple in
Jerusalem. The festival was a special time when
everyone went to worship God together. So many
families and friends were also there to celebrate.
When Jesus and His family got there, they had a
wonderful time worshiping God and seeing their
friends. When Passover ended, everyone started to
head home again. Because so many people had
come to Jerusalem, there was a big crowd traveling
down the road. And because there were so many
people, Mary and Joseph couldn’t keep an eye on
Jesus. After walking for a long time, they found out
Jesus was not with them. At first, Mary and Joseph
thought Jesus was walking with their friends. Soon,
they found out that He wasn’t. They looked up and
down the road but they couldn’t find Jesus any-
where. So they hurried back to Jerusalem to look
for Him there. Children, let’s say that you went to
the supermarket to buy some food with your par-
ents, and when it is time to go home, they could
not find you. How do you think your parents might
feel when they don’t see you anywhere? (Let stu-
dents share their thoughts.) They would probably
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feel very nervous and worried about you, and this was
how Mary and Joseph felt. As soon as they found out
that Jesus was missing, they hurried back to the city of
Jerusalem looking everywhere for Him.

MMaarryy aanndd JJoosseepphh FFiinndd JJeessuuss iinn tthhee TTeemmppllee
Jerusalem was a big city! Mary and Joseph looked

and looked for a long time, but couldn't find Jesus in
those places they looked. Can you guess where they
finally found Jesus? They found Him in the temple.
When Mary and Joseph arrived at the temple, they
found Jesus sitting among the temple teachers, listen-
ing to them and asking them questions. Jesus was also
answering questions Himself. The teachers were very
surprised that He knew so much about God.

When Mary and Joseph found Jesus, they were
happy and upset at the same time. They felt happy
because they knew that Jesus was safe. However, they
also felt angry and upset, because Jesus didn’t pay
attention to the time. When it was time to go home
and leave with His family, Jesus still stayed in the tem-
ple. He didn’t even know His parents had left.

Mary walked up to Jesus and said, “Son, why
have You done this to us? Your father and I are wor-
ried about you. We have looked for you everywhere.”

Jesus answered, “I need to stay here and talk
with the teachers to learn more about God. Did you
not know that I must be about My Father’s business?”

Children, what do you think Jesus was talking
about? Wasn’t His father the carpenter Joseph? Who
is the “Father” Jesus was talking about here? (Ask a
few students to share their thoughts.) Yes, He was
not talking about His earthly father, Joseph, but His
heavenly Father, the almighty God. He stayed
behind in the temple wanting to learn about God as
much as possible, so that He would be prepared to
do what God wanted Him to do when He grew up.
So even at a young age, Jesus knew that studying
God’s word and doing what was right was very
important.

Mary didn’t understand what Jesus was talking
about, but she kept all these things in her heart.
Then Jesus went back to Nazareth with His family.
He obeyed His earthly parents, Mary and Joseph, and
followed the commandment to honor His parents.
Children, how can you honor your father and moth-
er today? (Have students give examples.) We can
obey them, tell them the truth, be good helpers, and
listen to what they have to say. Jesus did all these
things, and the Bible says that He “increased in
stature and wisdom, and in favor of God and men.”
That means that He grew smarter every day. And
every day He loved God more and loved the people
around Him more too.  When we do the right things,
and make smart choices every day, both God and
men will be very proud and happy with us.

11.. WWhheerree ddiidd JJeessuuss aanndd HHiiss ffaammiillyy ggoo wwhheenn

HHee wwaass ttwweellvvee yyeeaarrss oolldd?? (They went to

Jerusalem to worship at the temple.)

22.. WWhheenn iitt wwaass ttiimmee ttoo ggoo hhoommee,, wwhhaatt hhaapp--

ppeenneedd ttoo JJeessuuss?? (His parents could not find

Him. He had stayed behind in the temple.)

33.. WWhhaatt wwaass JJeessuuss ddooiinngg aatt tthhee tteemmppllee wwhheenn

HHiiss ppaarreennttss ffoouunndd HHiimm?? (He was studying

with the teachers, asking and answering

questions.)

44.. HHooww ddiidd JJeessuuss oobbeeyy HHiiss eeaarrtthhllyy ppaarreennttss

aanndd GGoodd wwhheenn HHee wweenntt hhoommee wwiitthh tthheemm??

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg
(He listened to Mary and Joseph and

went home with them because He knew

they were worried about Him. He obeyed

God by honoring His parents and follow-

ing their instructions. He also knew it was

important to study the words of God.)

55.. WWhhaatt ccaann wwee ddoo ttoo sshhooww tthhaatt wwee aarree lliiss--

tteenniinngg ttoo oouurr ppaarreennttss?? (Allow students to

answer.)

66.. WWhhaatt ccaann wwee ddoo ttoo sshhooww tthhaatt wwee aarree lliiss--

tteenniinngg ttoo GGoodd?? (Allow students to

answer.)

77.. TThhee BBiibbllee ssaayyss tthhaatt JJeessuuss ggrreeww iinn ssttaattuurree

aanndd wwiissddoomm.. WWhhaatt ddooeess tthhaatt mmeeaann aanndd

hhooww ccaann wwee bbee lliikkee JJeessuuss aass wwee ggrrooww uupp??
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(Allow students to answer; some possible

answers: we need to grow strong both

physically and spiritually; we need to keep

our bodies healthy by eating the right

foods and exercising; we need to read the

Bible, come to church and pray to grow

strong spiritually. These things will make

God and our parents proud and happy.)

TThhee LLiittttllee HHeellppeerr
The Lim family was getting ready for a big din-

ner. All their relatives were coming to their house
today. It was Grandma’s birthday. She was going to
be eighty-one.

That afternoon, everyone was getting ready
for the big dinner. Nicole washed the vegetables
and Mrs. Lim chopped them up. Lisa was in the
backyard. She was busy washing Togo, their dog.
Benjamin was in the living room. He was putting
away books and dusting the tables. Everyone was
doing something- everyone except for little five-
year-old Susie.

Susie sat on a stool in the kitchen. She swung
her feet as she watched her mother and her sister
Nicole. She wanted to help, too.

“Nicole, do you need help washing the veg-
etables?” Susie asked.

“No, Susie, you’re too little to help. You won’t
be able to reach the sink,” Nicole said. “Don’t
worry, just go and play,” she added.

“Oh, okay,” Susie said. Then she turned to her
mom and asked, “Mommy, do you need help cut-
ting the vegetables? I promise that I will be very
careful.”

“No, dear. You are too young to use a knife.
You just might cut yourself with it,” Mrs. Lim said.
“Why don’t you go and color your books?”

Susie frowned, and slowly walked out to the
living room to look for her brother Benjamin
instead. She saw Benjamin putting away books and
magazines.

“Ben, do you think I can help you put away
the books?” Susie asked.

“No, Susie. These books are too heavy for
you,” Benjamin said. “Why don’t you go outside
and play?” 

“Ben, the books are not that heavy. See, I can

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy
pick up my own toy box that is full of stuff. Look at
me- I am strong!  Can I pleeeeeease help?” Susie
begged.

“Don’t be silly, Susie. I’m almost done. Just go
outside and play. I’ll come find you in a minute,”
Ben insisted. 

Susie hung her head and went to the backyard.
She found her sister, Lisa, washing their dog, Togo.
Susie laughed when she saw Lisa. Lisa was all wet.
She even had some bubbles on her face! Togo kept
splashing around the big tub.

Susie walked up to her and asked, “Lisa, do you
need some help washing Togo?” 

“Are you kidding, Susie? You’re too little to
hold Togo down. You’re going to get all wet,” Lisa
said.

“You are all wet, too. Why can’t I get wet with
you?” Susie said.

“Susie, don’t be like that. I’ll finish washing
Togo in a few minutes, then we can play, okay?
Now, just go and do something and wait for me.”

Susie sadly walked to the front porch and sat
down. It seemed like she was too little to do any-
thing around the house, but she just wanted to
help. She wanted to grow up, fast!

Just then, her father walked up to Susie. He
had just finished mowing the lawn.

“Why the sad face, Susie?” Mr. Lim asked.
“I can’t seem to do anything, Daddy. Everyone

says I’m too little,” said Susie.
“Oh, Susie, you can do a lot of things. Listen,

even though you’re little, you can still please God in
many ways.”

“How?” Susie asked.
“Well, for starters, you can smile. God loves

happy children. You can also help us by praying.
You can ask God to help us do good jobs, so we can
get ready for Grandma’s birthday dinner soon,” Mr.
Lim said.

Mr. Lim continued, “You know Susie, even
though you are still young, you are growing every
day. One day you will be big enough to do all the
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things your brother and sisters are doing. But it
makes me happy and proud that you want to help.
That means your mind is growing.”

“Like when I learn new things?” asked Susie.
“Yes, like when you learn new things. How

about I teach you something now? Do you want to
help me sweep up the grass?” asked Mr. Lim.

“Yes!” replied Susie with a big smile.

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11..  WWhhaatt ooccccaassiioonn wwaass tthhee LLiimm ffaammiillyy bbuussyy ggeettttiinngg

rreeaaddyy ffoorr tthhaatt eevveenniinngg?? (Grandma’s 81-year-
old birthday dinner.)

22..  WWhhaatt wwaass eevveerryyoonnee ddooiinngg ttoo ggeett rreeaaddyy?? 
(Nicole was washing the vegetables; Mrs. Lim
was cutting the vegetables; Benjamin was dust-
ing tables, and putting away books; Lisa was
washing their dog, Togo; and Mr. Lim was
mowing the lawn.)

33.. HHooww ddiidd lliittttllee SSuussiiee ffeeeell wwhheenn eevveerryyoonnee ttoolldd

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

JJeessuuss AAtt TThhee TTeemmppllee
Help Mary and Joseph find Jesus at the temple by
going through the maze.

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

II CCaann GGoo TToo CChhuurrcchh
What can we do at church? Finish each sentence. 
1.   I can go to church with my ________. (family)
2. I can go to church and ______. (pray)
3. I can go to church and see other _______. (broth-

ers and sisters)
4. I can go to church and learn God’s ________.

(words)

During this activity sheet, be sure to talk about how
all these things help us grow spiritually, closer to
God. When we go to church and learn God’s words,
we are like Jesus at the temple.

hheerr tthhaatt sshhee wwaass ttoooo yyoouunngg ttoo hheellpp?? (Susie felt
very sad. She wanted to be helpful, but no one
would let her do anything because she was the
youngest in the family.)  

44..  WWhhaatt wwoouulldd yyoouu ddoo iiff yyoouu wweerree SSuussiiee?? DDoo yyoouu
hheellpp oouutt iinn yyoouurr oowwnn hhoommee?? WWhhaatt ddoo yyoouu uussuu--
aallllyy ddoo ttoo hheellpp oouutt iinn yyoouurr ffaammiillyy?? (Let students
answer.) 

55..  WWhhaatt ddiidd MMrr.. LLiimm ssaayy ttoo SSuussiiee ttoo mmaakkee hheerr
ssmmiillee aaggaaiinn?? (Mr. Lim told Susie that even
though she was young, she could still do many
things to help. For example, she could pray to
God for everyone to do a good job getting
ready for the dinner.)

66..  HHooww ddoo wwee kknnooww wwee aarree ggrroowwiinngg eevveerryyddaayy,,
pphhyyssiiccaallllyy aanndd ssppiirriittuuaallllyy?? (Allow students to
answer; some possible answers: we are grow-
ing taller, eating more food, learning more
about the words of God, thinking about others
etc)

II CCaann GGrrooww!!
Materials:
1. prepare a variety of ready-to-eat healthy foods

(vegetables; fruit or whole wheat snacks)
2. plates
3. forks, spoons and napkins
Directions:
1. Give each student a plate, napkin and fork or

spoon.
2. Before you hold up each snack, talk about how

we can keep our bodies healthy (exercise, good
diet, being happy).

3. As you hold up each snack, talk about how it is
a good and healthy choice (as opposed to
chips, soft drinks or candy).

4. Ask each student why it is important to keep
our bodies healthy physically and spiritually
(review how we can keep our bodies healthy
spiritually too if time permits).

5. Pass out some of the light snacks for the stu-
dents to enjoy!

C AAccttiivviittyy 33



AAccttiivviittyy 55::11 Jesus At The Temple
Help Mary and Joseph find Jesus at the temple by going through the maze.
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AAccttiivviittyy 55::22

1. I can go to church with my
______________.

3. I can go to church and see
______________.

2. I can go to church and
______________.

4. I can go to church and learn
God’s ______________.

I Can Go to Church
Look at each picture. What can we do at church?

Finish the sentence. The words to choose from are:
brothers and sisters, pray, words, family
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66
OOvveerrvviieeww

SSccrriippttuurreess

Mt 3:13-17, Jn 1:32-34

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

Jesus Christ was baptized by John the Baptist 

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To know that we must be baptized in order to
become God’s children; to identify the behaviors
we should exhibit once we are God’s children

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“This is My beloved Son.” (Mt 3:17)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 old pennies, water and
vinegar

88 white Origami paper (or
white paper cut into
squares)

88 beads or sequins
(2 per student)

88 needle and thread
88 glue

Jesus is Baptized

f

H H

WWaatteerr BBaappttiissmm
It is important to explain to students that Jesus

was sinless, and He did not need to be baptized to
wash away His sins. But today's Bible story tells us
that He traveled many miles, from Galilee to the
Jordan River, to be baptized by John the Baptist.
John recognized that he was neither worthy nor
qualified to baptize Jesus, but Jesus convinced him
that it was only right for him to do so to fulfill
God’s will. Jesus got baptized to set an example for
us, as well as to demonstrate that He was the Son
of God. His baptism served “to fulfill all righteous-
ness,” which means to accomplish God’s mission.
Jesus also saw His baptism as advancing God’s
work.

The word “baptizo” (immersion) first appeared
in the Mosaic laws of purification (Ex 30:17-21; Lev
11:25), where it meant a mere washing or purifica-
tion. But we know that baptism is a thorough
change in one’s inner being, manifested in repen-
tance. Young students may not understand that
Jesus went through baptism for the fulfillment of

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb all righteousness (Mt 3:15). It was the intention of
God to have Jesus baptized before His earthly min-
istry. Jesus was the perfect man, so He did not need
baptism, but He accepted baptism in obedient serv-
ice to the Father, and God showed His approval.

One of the five major doctrines of the True
Jesus Church is water baptism. Notice the presence
of the Holy Spirit in the form of the dove, showing
that Jesus was empowered by God’s Spirit. Titus 3:5
tells us that, “He saved us, not because of righteous
things we had done, but because of His mercy. He
saved us through the washing of rebirth and renew-
al by the Holy Spirit.”

JJoohhnn tthhee BBaappttiisstt
Born (in 7 BC) to an elderly couple- Zechariah a

priest and his wife Elizabeth- John the Baptist grew
to manhood in the wilderness of Judea (Lk 1:80),
where he received his prophetic call (Lk 3:2).

In the New Testament, John is presented chiefly
as the forerunner of Christ. His imprisonment was
the signal for the start of Jesus’ ministry (Mk 1:14);
and his baptismal activity provided a starting point
for the apostolic preaching (Acts 10:37; 13:24). Jesus
saw John as the promised Elijah. Jesus also regard-
ed him as the last prophet (Lk 16:16). 



The purpose of this lesson is to help young chil-
dren understand baptism better. Why did Jesus get
baptized? Why should we do it today and why does
God want us to be baptized? These are the questions
that should be addressed during the lesson. 

Many of the students probably do not remember
their own baptism, as they were likely baptized when
they were still babies. So a lot of this information may
not seem all that relevant to them. But luckily, chil-
dren at this age are full of curiosity and would love to
learn more about details. This will be a good opportu-
nity to introduce how John, step by step, baptized
Lord Jesus. If there is a video available from other
members who have recorded their family’s baptisms

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ (babies as well as grown ups), work in some time dur-
ing the lesson to show the footage. It is a good way
for the students to really see what is going on. It is also
a helpful tool to explain step by step how baptism is
performed in the True Jesus Church and why it is so
significant.

Also, you might want to take some time to
explain to the children that Jesus did not need to be
baptized since He was a sinless man. He did not need
to wash away His sins through receiving baptism.
However, He insisted on doing so to set an example
for us. This may help the students to see how impor-
tant water baptism is. But do explain that everyone
else on earth needs to be baptized because we are all
full of sin. Only water baptism in the correct mode can
wash and cleanse us from our sin and give us a place
in heaven.

BBaappttiizzee
to be completely covered in water for the forgive-
ness of sins 

PPrreeaacchheerr
someone who tells others about God

HHoonnoorr
a special privilege

SSiinn
the wrong things we do

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

The Lord Jesus was definitely someone who
had the foresight to see the significance of Him
being baptized by John. He understood that even
though He was sinless, He needed to set the exam-
ple for others. Look at how many different baptism
methods are out there in the Christian world today.
It can be confusing for our students to understand
that there is only one way to receive the true bap-
tism for one’s sins to be forgiven. It is possible that
in the future, they may have opportunities at
school to talk with their Christian friends about
how they got baptized. When such a time comes,
will their young minds be clear enough to explain
to others why they should get baptized the way we
do in the True Jesus Church? Therefore, it is impor-
tant for them to see how Lord Jesus received His
baptism to set an example for us.

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh
It is recorded in the Book of Matthew that as

Jesus came up from the water, the heavens were
opened to Him. The spirit of God descended like a
dove upon Him, and God said, “This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God clearly
showed His approval and declared that Jesus was his
beloved Son.

The same applies to us today—in order to
belong to Christ, we need to repent and have our
sins washed away through water baptism. As teach-
ers, we need to be fully convinced of the effective-
ness of the water baptism that is performed in the
True Jesus Church so that we can talk to the children
about what an effective baptism is and its signifi-
cant meanings. Then when the time comes, they will
not waver but will rather be able to stand up for
their beliefs. They need to know that they are not
being narrow-minded by insisting on the baptism
our church performs, but rather, they are proclaim-
ing the truth as recorded in the Bible.

4444
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DDiirrttyy aanndd CClleeaann
Before going into the lesson, pass out a dirty

and tarnished penny to each student for them to
look at. Then bring out a shiny penny and have
them compare the differences. Ask the students why
they think their tarnished penny lost its shine and
became so dirty over time (let them share their
thoughts). Once they are done sharing, have the stu-
dents drop their pennies into a glass filled with
water and clear vinegar (1:2 ratio) and stir for 20 to
30 seconds. Take the pennies out of the glass and
dry them with a paper towel. Now, the students
should be able to see how clean their pennies are.
Talk about how shiny these dirty pennies have
become. Tell the students that these shiny pennies
represent how God wants our lives to be. How are
we ever going to be clean in spirit and truly belong
to God? In our Bible story today, Jesus is baptized to
show us the way.

JJeessuuss GGrroowwss UUpp
Dear children, do you remember the last time

we talked about Jesus? He was just a small baby. But
Jesus grew and grew. It wasn’t long before He was
twelve years old. Where did He go when He was
twelve?  That’s right, He went to the temple. He sur-
prised the teachers there with all the things He
knew about the Bible. Then He continued to grow
and the Bible says that God’s spirit was with Him all
the time.

After Jesus grew up, He was ready to work for
God. First, Jesus wanted to show everyone that He
belonged to God. He knew that He had to be bap-
tized. That means His whole body had to go into liv-
ing water completely. Today, we are baptized
because we want all of our sins to be washed away
and we can become a new person in Christ. But Jesus
Christ did not have any sin. So why did He need to
be baptized? He did it because He wanted to give us
a good example to follow. So even though He was a
sinless man, he walked to the Jordan River to look
for a special person to give Him the water baptism.  

JJoohhnn tthhee BBaappttiisstt
There was a man named John the Baptist, who

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

was like a preacher. Actually, he was Jesus’ cousin.
He went around telling people about God. He
reminded people to ask for forgiveness for the
things that they had done wrong. John the Baptist
wanted to help people change their lives through
water baptism, so that each of them could truly
become a brand new person inside. 

John didn’t have a big house or a comfortable
bed to sleep in at night. Actually, he lived outdoors
in the countryside. He also chose to live on simple
food, like honey and large insects called locusts
(which are like grasshoppers). John wore simple
clothes, made from animal skin and rough camel
hair. He felt that God was all he needed, and noth-
ing else was more important than this. As he trav-
eled around from village to village to preach, he
told people what God wanted them to know.

“You need to change,” said John to some peo-
ple. “God wants you to repent and change.”

Some people didn’t listen to him. But many
other people listened to what John said. 

“What should we do?” they asked him.
“Stop doing bad things,” said John, “Show

God that you are sorry. I will baptize everyone who
wants God to forgive his or her sins. Then you will
be ready to meet the Savior.”

This sounded great to many people. They let
John baptize them in the Jordan River.

As more and more people came to get bap-
tized by John, they wondered if he was the Savior
that they had been waiting for. When John heard
them, he said to the crowd, “I am baptizing you
now, but very soon someone greater than me will
come. He is so great that if He asked me to carry His
shoes it would be an amazing honor for me to do
so.” Therefore, John continued to spread the good
news and baptize people.

JJeessuuss AAsskkss JJoohhnn TToo BBaappttiizzee HHiimm
Then one day Jesus came to the Jordan River

and asked John the Baptist to baptize him.
When John saw who it was, he said humbly, “I

shouldn’t baptize you, my Lord. You should bap-
tize me!”

John did not think he was good enough to
baptize Jesus. He knew that Jesus was the Son of
God, the Savior who everyone was waiting for.

Then Jesus replied, “Let it be this way for now,
because it is good for us to fulfill all righteous-
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ness.” These are hard words that Jesus said to John.
But really what Jesus was saying is that it is impor-
tant that John baptizes Him in the water. Jesus
wanted to follow God’s will and set an example to
show people that it is important to get baptized to
truly belong to God.

John knew that Jesus wanted him to do it, so
he baptized Jesus in the Jordan River. Jesus came
out of the water after John baptized Him. God was
pleased with Jesus. As He came out of the water, an
exciting thing happened. God spoke from heaven!  

God said, “This is my Son. I love Him. And I am
very pleased with Him.”

At this time, God sent His Holy Spirit down. It
came like a white dove and landed on Jesus.

John the Baptist was very excited to know that
Jesus really was God’s Son. This is the Savior he had
been telling everyone about! John kept on telling
many people about Jesus. He talked about Jesus’
baptism and that God was pleased with Jesus. He
told everyone, “I know, and I want all of you to
know, that Jesus is the Son of God.”

TThhee IImmppoorrttaannccee ooff WWaatteerr BBaappttiissmm
We can learn many things about water bap-

tism from Jesus’ example. We know from the story
that Jesus came up from the water. That means His
whole body had to be completely in the water dur-
ing the baptism in order for Him to come up from
the water again. That is why when the True Jesus
Church baptizes a person, the person’s body has to
go into the water and be completely covered by the
water. We are following the example of Jesus. And
when we are completely down in the water we are
getting rid of all the bad things that we have done.
Our sins and mistakes are buried in the water. And
as we come up from the water, we are a brand new
person who truly belongs to God.

Water baptism is very important, because
Jesus made sure that this was the first thing He did
before He started His service for God. This is also
the last thing He reminded us to do before He went
up to heaven. Students, let’s be determined to be
God’s wonderful children. Once we receive water
baptism, we belong to God. Our whole body is
cleansed and we are a new person. So we have to
always remember to ask for God’s help every day to
make us strong and able to walk away from all the
bad things that are going on around us.

11.. WWhheerree ddiidd JJeessuuss ggeett bbaappttiizzeedd bbyy JJoohhnn tthhee

BBaappttiisstt?? (He was baptized in the Jordan

River.)

22..  WWhhaatt wwaass JJoohhnn ddooiinngg bbeeffoorree HHee mmeett

JJeessuuss?? (He was preaching everywhere. He

reminded people to ask for forgiveness for

the things that they had done wrong

through receiving water baptism.)

33.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJoohhnn eeaatt aanndd wweeaarr aanndd wwhheerree

ddiidd hhee ssttaayy?? (He ate honey and locusts; he

wore camel hair and had a leather belt; he

stayed in the wilderness.)

44..  HHooww ddiidd JJoohhnn ffeeeell wwhheenn JJeessuuss aasskkeedd hhiimm

ttoo bbaappttiizzee HHiimm?? (John felt very humble.

He knew that he was not worthy.)

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg
55..  WWhhyy ddiidd JJeessuuss wwaanntt ttoo ggeett bbaappttiizzeedd ssiinnccee

HHee ddiidd nnoott hhaavvee aannyy ssiinnss?? (He wanted to

do His Father’s will and to set an example

for us.)

66..  WWhhaatt ddiidd GGoodd ssaayy aanndd ddoo aafftteerr JJeessuuss ggoott

bbaappttiizzeedd?? (God was very happy, and said,

“This is my Son. I love Him. And I am very

pleased with Him.” God also sent down

His Holy Spirit to be with Jesus.)

77..  HHooww aarree wwee ddiiffffeerreenntt aafftteerr rreecceeiivviinngg

wwaatteerr bbaappttiissmm?? (Our sins are forgiven. We

become a brand new person who truly

belongs to God.)

88.. WWhhaatt ddooeess JJeessuuss wwaanntt eevveerryyoonnee ttoo ddoo ssoo

tthhaatt tthheeyy ccaann bbeeccoommee aa nneeww ppeerrssoonn wwhhoo

bbeelloonnggss ttoo GGoodd?? (He wants us to repent,

be baptized, receive the Holy Spirit and

trust Him.)
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TThhee BBaappttiissmm
It is a beautiful, sunny Monday morning. John

and Michelle Marsh are walking to school with
their mom. Being the big sister, Michelle always
likes to hold 5-year-old John’s hand on the street
to make sure that he is safe. Mrs. Marsh is glad to
see how helpful Michelle is and usually, she stays
back a bit as they walk to let Michelle guide her
brother. Michelle and John also love to talk to each
other. Yesterday, Michelle and John were at church
all day attending the Spiritual Convocation. It just
happened that John’s best friend, Austin, was get-
ting baptized with his family yesterday. So Mr. and
Mrs. Marsh decided to take their children to the
water baptism site for John to be a part of this spe-
cial occasion for his friend. 

As Michelle and John walked to school, they
started to talk about what they saw at the baptism
site yesterday. John was amazed to see how a bap-
tism was performed.

He asked Michelle, “Do you remember what it
was like when you got baptized? Did the pastor
walk into the water like he did yesterday?”

Michelle smiled and said, “I don’t remember,
John. We both got baptized when we were babies.
Maybe Mom can tell us later. But it was really inter-
esting to see how Austin got baptized.”

She continued, “I remember my RE teacher
told us about how Jesus got baptized by John the
Baptist. I think it was in the Jordan River. So, I
know that Pastor Chen was following Jesus’ exam-
ple when he went into the river to baptize peo-
ple.” 

John asked, “Do you think Austin was afraid
of the water? It looked so cold, and his whole body
was covered in the water. I was scared that he was-
n’t going to get up.”

“But he did within seconds, John! And remem-
ber Austin’s big smile after he got up from the
water? My RE teacher said that through water bap-
tism, our sins are washed away. So we can truly be
God’s children and make good choices every day,”
Michelle added.

“Then maybe we should get baptized every
time we have a spiritual convocation,” John said

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy
excitedly.

“Um, I don’t think we are supposed to,” said
Michelle, unsure of herself.

Mrs. Marsh had been listening to their conver-
sation from behind as they walked.

“You know what, John, your sister is right. We
only need to get baptized once in our lifetime.
Once is enough for everyone. That’s why it’s impor-
tant to do right things every day and not make
Jesus sad,” said Mrs. Marsh.

“But what if I forget and do something
wrong?” asked John in a worried tone.

“Well, we can ask Jesus to forgive us. We need
to tell Him that we are sorry for what we did and
try our best not to do it again next time,” answered
Michelle. John nodded his head to show that he
understood.

“Oh, one more thing. We can also help each
other by reminding each other to be good all the
time,” added Michelle.

“That’s right,” said Mrs. Marsh. “That way, we
can all be God’s wonderful children. And you know
what? We can go home after school and watch the
baptism video. Then you will both know how you
got baptized.“

“That’s a good idea,” said Michelle as they
turned to the school entrance. “Let’s walk faster
now. We don’t want to be late for school today.”

Mrs. Marsh smiled and kissed them both good-
bye as they headed to class.

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11.. WWhhaatt wweerree MMiicchheellllee aanndd JJoohhnn ttaallkkiinngg aabboouutt

wwhheenn tthheeyy wwaallkkeedd ttoo sscchhooooll ttooggeetthheerr?? (They
talked about water baptism, and how it was
done.) 

22.. DDoo yyoouu rreemmeemmbbeerr wwhhaatt iitt wwaass lliikkee wwhheenn yyoouu
ggoott bbaappttiizzeedd?? IIff nnoott,, hhaavvee yyoouu eevveerr sseeeenn ootthheerrss
bbeeiinngg bbaappttiizzeedd?? HHooww ddiidd yyoouu ffeeeell?? (Encourage
children to share. Answers may vary.)

33.. HHooww ddiidd AAuussttiinn ffeeeell wwhheenn hhee ggoott uupp ffrroomm tthhee
wwaatteerr?? (Austin was very happy and had a big
smile on his face.)

44.. HHooww aarree wwee ddiiffffeerreenntt aafftteerr bbeeiinngg bbaappttiizzeedd??
(Our sins are washed away, and we become
children of God.)

55.. HHooww sshhoouulldd oouurr bbeehhaavviioorr cchhaannggee aafftteerr wwee ggeett
bbaappttiizzeedd?? (We should make good choices and
do the right things every day.)
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WWhhiittee DDoovveess
Materials:
1. white Origami paper (or white paper cut into

squares)
2. sequins or beads for eyes (2 per student)
3. glue
4. thread and needle
Directions:
1. Provide each student with a piece of Origami

C AAccttiivviittyy 33

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

JJoohhnn BBaappttiizzeess JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt
Look at the picture. Answer the following questions
and color the picture.
1. Which one is John the Baptist? 
2. Which one is Jesus?
3. What happened after Jesus came up from the

water?
4. Can you draw a picture of a dove coming from

the sky?

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

FFoolllloowwiinngg GGoodd
John the Baptist taught people to follow God and
change their bad ways. In the pictures below, which
ones are following God and which ones are disobey-
ing God? Put an “X” over the bad examples. Then
talk about what they can do differently next time.
1. Two children are playing ball and break a win-

dow They think it is funny and run away (X).
They should be more careful where they play
ball. If it happens again, they should apologize
and ask what they can do to help.

2. A girl cuts in the line at the bus stop even though
there is a really long line (X).  She should wait her
turn at the stop like everyone else. She can pray to
God to ask for more patience.

3. There is only one Bible left in the room so the two
children share the book.

4. The two friends share the big chicken drumstick
with each other at dinner time.
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paper.
2. Guide the students to fold the dove. Diagrams

are included below.
3. Fold the square in half, and then open it.
4. Fold the square in half again the other way.

When you open it, you should have four equal
squares (A).

5. Fold each corner toward the center (B).
6. Without unfolding the square, turn the paper

in such a way that shape made by the flaps
looks like an “x” shape (C).

7. Fold the top left and bottom left corners so
they meet in the middle (you will need to pull
out the corners a bit, D).

8. Fold the top section down so the flaps are all
on the inside (E).

9. Fold the left tip down to form a beak.
10. Cut out a section as shown (F).
11. Fold a wing up. Turn the bird over and fold up

the other wing (G).
12. Glue a sequin on each side for eyes.
13. Use the needle to poke a hole in the dove’s

back and push a thread through it. Knot
thread.

14. Hang the dove in the classroom or on a bed-
room ceiling to remind the students about
this story.

15. As the students are engaged in this activity,
talk about the importance of being baptized
and the receiving of the Holy Spirit. After
Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit came down
upon Him like a dove. The Holy Spirit came to
prepare Jesus for the work He was to do. The
dove was a symbol of the gentleness and the
purity of the Holy Spirit. When we receive the
Holy Spirit, it is our guarantee that we will go
to heaven.



4499

John Baptizes Jesus ChristAAccttiivviittyy 66::11
Look at the picture. Answer the following questions:

1. Which one is John the Baptist? 
2. Which one is Jesus?
3. What happened after Jesus came up from the water?
4. Can you draw a picture of a dove coming from the sky?
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Following God
John the Baptist taught people to follow God and change their bad

ways. In the pictures below, which ones are following God and which
ones are disobeying God? Put an “X” over the bad examples. Then talk

about what they can do differently next time.

AAccttiivviittyy 66::22

1. Two children are playing ball and
break a window They think it is
funny and run away.

2. A girl cuts in the line at the bus stop
even though there is a really long
line.

3. There is only one Bible left in the
room so the two children share the
book.

4. The two friends share the big chick-
en drumstick with each other at din-
ner time.
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SSccrriippttuurreess

Lk 5:1-11

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

Peter, Andrew, John and James gave up their jobs
as fishermen and became disciples of Jesus

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To be good followers of Jesus by identifying ways
they can imitate Jesus

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“From now on you will catch men.” 
(Lk 5:10)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 colored construction
paper

88 footprint pattern
88 glue
88 scissors
88 markers
88 fish pattern
88 paper clips
88 black crayon
88 sponges
88 tempera paint
88 paper plates

Jesus Calls His Disciples

f

H H

TThhee SSeeaa ooff GGaalliilleeee
The Sea of Galilee is a large body of water thir-

teen miles long and eight miles wide, surrounded
by hills. The lake is noted for its sudden and violent
storms. At least nine populated cities stood on its
shores. Capernaum and Bethsaida, centers of the
fishing industry, were two of these cities.

Fishermen on the Sea of Galilee used nets,
often bell shaped with lead weights around the
edges, to make their catch. A net was thrown flat
on the water, and the lead weights caused it to sink
and cover the fish. The fisherman then pulled up
on a cord, drawing the net around the fish. Nets
had to be kept in good condition, so they were
washed to remove weeds and mended if there was
the need.

Here on the Sea of Galilee was where Jesus
Christ called His first four disciples to follow Him.
Simon Peter and his brother Andrew were chosen
first, and then Jesus called James and John. Peter,
Andrew, James and John were commercial fisher-
men. They owned their own boats, and fished to

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb earn a living.
When Peter witnessed the miracle that Jesus

performed, he recognized that following Jesus was
the most important thing he could do. Peter and
three others responded wholeheartedly to Jesus’
calling, for “they forsook, and followed Him” (Lk
5:11). The fishermen all left their commitments to
follow Jesus as He preached, taught, and healed.

TThhee FFiirrsstt DDiisscciipplleess
Jesus Christ chose twelve disciples in all. The

word “disciple” comes from a Latin root. Its basic
meaning is “learner” or “pupil.” In Matthew 10:2,
the disciples are referred to as apostles, delegating
greater responsibility and authority. The English
word “apostle” comes from the Greek term “apos-
tolos” which means messenger, or ambassador. It
refers to someone who is sent on behalf of another,
in this case, on behalf of Jesus Christ. According to
Matthew 10:2-4, the twelve disciples were: Simon
Peter, Andrew, James (son of Zebedee), John, Philip,
Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James (son of
Alphaeus), Thaddeus, Simon the Canaanite, and
Judas Iscariot. The names are recorded in pairs,
probably because they were sent out that way.

5511



This week’s lesson is about how Lord Jesus called
some fishermen to follow Him. Your students will
probably understand how Peter, Andrew, James, and
John physically left their fishing nets to follow Jesus,
but they will need your help to realize that following
Jesus means more than just following a leader in a
game. It means doing what He wants us to do accord-
ing to His will.

Children at this age tend to admire others who are
stronger, smarter, more beautiful etc., and want to do
the same things that these people are doing. It is
important to gear the children to think about the kind

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ
of people they should imitate. You should also talk
about why Peter, Andrew, James, and Peter chose to
follow Jesus, but not anyone else. How can we be
like the disciples who truly followed Jesus?

Throughout the lesson, explain what the word
“follow” means. Use other words such as “obey” or
“copy” to illustrate its meanings. When the students
copy or imitate your actions during hymns or rhymes,
remind them that they are following your actions
and doing what you want them to do. You can also
ask students why it would be a good idea to follow
Jesus, and what they can do to follow Him. What
kinds of things would Jesus want us to copy Him in?
(e.g. the way He treated His earthly parents, the way
He prayed to God, the way He cared for others who
were sick or had no friends etc.)

FFrruussttrraatteedd
to be mad and upset at the same time

GGrreeeett
to say hello to someone

MMiirraaccllee
something amazing God does that no one else

can do; like when someone who is about to die gets
well or when someone who can’t walk can walk again

SSiinnffuull
to be full of sin; sin is anything that we have done
wrong; if we have sinned in the past, we should ask
God to forgive us

DDiisscciipplleess
they were Jesus’ students who chose to follow Him
and to listen to His teachings

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

While preparing for this lesson, it is a good
time to reflect upon the question, “What does it
really mean to follow Jesus?” Looking into the dic-
tionary, to “follow” means to pursue after, to seek,
to accept as authority, and to imitate. Jesus wants
us to pursue after Him; to seek Him with all our
heart, with all our soul, and with all our mind; to
accept Him as the authority in our life and submit
to His plan; and to imitate Him—that is, to be more
like Him and follow His footsteps. Have we become
true followers of God ourselves?

What was it like when Peter, Andrew, James,
and John first heard Jesus’ calling? They didn’t
respond to Him the first time, but as Jesus carried
out great miracles, healing the sick, helping the
poor, telling people about salvation with God’s wis-
dom, they realized that He was truly the Son of
God. Thus, they made that determination to leave

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh

everything behind to follow Lord Jesus without any
reservations. 

Do we respond to Jesus’ calling the same way
they did? Do we have doubts? How has our faith
been strengthened over time so that we are able to
follow Christ daily? What does it mean in today’s
life to follow Him? These are all good questions that
help us examine our own journey of faith. We need
to see the relevance of our own faith in our lives
before we can strengthen others.

For this lesson, teachers could also share with
the students testimonies of how other brothers and
sisters follow Jesus wholeheartedly in their life.
Describe the things they do so that the students can
see faith in action. For example, the RE teachers fol-
low Christ by serving God with their time and effort
each week as they teach the students. Others sacri-
fice their time by visiting members who are sick or
need encouragement. All of these are good exam-
ples for the students to imitate and appreciate as
they grow older.

5522
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JJeessuuss BBeeggiinnss ttoo PPrreeaacchh
Last time, we talked about how Jesus was bap-

tized by John the Baptist, and God was very happy
about this. He even spoke from heaven and said,
“This is my Son. I love Him. And I am very pleased
with Him.” After Jesus was baptized, He was ready to
do the work that God had sent Him to earth to do.
What did God send Jesus Christ to do? He sent Jesus
to earth to tell others about God and how they can
know God. So Jesus started traveling from one place
to another to tell people about God. That was His job.

JJeessuuss CCoommeess ttoo tthhee LLaakkee
Boys and girls, have you ever gone fishing with

your parents or other family friends? Do you remem-
ber how many fish you caught last time? (Allow time
for them to respond.) Well, let me show you some-
thing that you can use when you go fishing out on a
lake. (Take out an origami sailboat that is pre-made.)
Our Bible story today tells us about how Jesus used a
boat and helped some fishermen catch a lot of fish.

One day Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee.
It was huge and beautiful. Many fishermen would try
to catch fish there. Jesus walked past many boats and
saw men working very hard. Some had caught a lot of
fish and were emptying their nets, so that they could
get ready to go back out to the  waters to catch more
fish. Others were taking the fish that they had caught
to the markets to sell them. Jesus walked by many
boats, and He finally stopped next to one that had
two fishermen in it. They were Simon Peter and his
brother Andrew. Peter and Andrew looked very tired
and frustrated, because they had been trying to catch
fish all night long but they did not catch a single one.

Peter and Andrew were very surprised when
they saw Jesus standing right next to their boat. Jesus
greeted them and stepped in their boat. He said,
“Please row the boat away from shore a bit.” So Peter
rowed it away from the shore. Do you know what
Jesus did after that? (Allow students to answer.) Jesus
taught the people who had gathered around to listen
to His teachings from the boat. When He was on the
boat, there was more room for people to stand
around on the shore and listen. Jesus talked about
God and how much God loved them. He also told

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

them how to be saved.

JJeessuuss TTeellllss PPeetteerr ttoo TThhrrooww OOuutt HHiiss NNeett
When He finished teaching, He turned to

Peter and said, “Row out to the deep water and let
your net down.” Jesus asked Peter to do this
because He was trying to help him catch some fish.

But Peter said, “We were fishing all last night.
We didn’t catch anything. But if you want me to try
again, I will let down the net. I’ll obey you.”

So Peter listened to Jesus and rowed the boat
out even more, into the deeper waters. Then Peter
and his brother Andrew let down the net and wait-
ed for a little while. Then they tried to pull it up.
But it was really, really heavy. They had caught so
many fish that the net was starting to break. Peter
and Andrew were surprised to see so many fish in
the net! What would they do now? They could not
pull up the net by themselves. They looked around
and saw some of their fishermen friends in their
boats.

“Please help us pull the net up!” they quickly
asked their friends. Two of their friends, James and
John came over in their boat and tried to give them
a hand. Soon, with everyone’s help, they eventual-
ly filled both boats with so many fish that they
began to sink.

JJeessuuss CCaallllss HHiiss FFiirrsstt DDiisscciipplleess
Because of this great miracle, Peter knew just

how special Jesus was. He had fished all night but
he did not catch any fish. Now, with Jesus’ help, he
caught more than his boat could fit. He knelt down
in front of Jesus and cried, “Lord, you shouldn’t be
near me; I am a sinful man!”

But Jesus said, “Don’t be afraid.” Then Jesus
told all four of the fishermen, Peter, Andrew,
James, and John, to follow Him. He said, “Come,
and follow me. From now on, you will catch men.”
Do you know what that means? Jesus wanted them
to help Him find people instead of fish. He wanted
them to help teach the people about God.

Do you know what the four fishermen decid-
ed to do? Peter, Andrew, James and John all
obeyed Jesus. They pulled their boats up to shore.
Then they left the boats, the nets, and all the fish
that they had caught. From now on, they would
follow Jesus and do just what He said. So they left
everything behind and followed Him.
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WWee AArree AAllll DDiisscciipplleess ooff JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt
Boys and girls, can you imagine if Jesus asked

you to come follow Him? What would your answer
be? Would you say yes or no? (Give students time to
respond.) Maybe when Jesus asked you, you were
playing with a friend. You might say, “Just a
minute, Jesus, we are not done playing yet. Ask me
later again, okay?” Or maybe you thought about it,
then decided that there was no way that you could
leave your parents and toys to follow Jesus. 

It is a hard decision to make, isn’t it? Well,
Peter, Andrew, James and John said yes right away,
because they knew that it was very important for
them to help Jesus teach others about God. They
were called disciples because they were Jesus’ fol-
lowers. Jesus also taught them about God.

Unlike these disciples, Jesus will probably not

ask us to leave our home like the four fishermen
did. However, we can still be like Peter, Andrew,
James, and John and follow Jesus in our every day
life. How we can still follow Jesus without going
away from our families? (Encourage students to
share.) Yes, we can pray, sing hymns, and be a good
little child of God every day by listening and obey-
ing our parents. Most importantly, we can tell our
friends about God’s wonderful blessings. Following
Jesus means that we choose His way instead of our
way of doing things. Learning to follow Jesus is an
important part of growing up. We follow Jesus by
learning about Him, doing the things He wants us
to do, and telling others about Him. We can be a
true follower of Jesus today! We can be His disci-
ples too.

11.. WWhhaatt kkiinndd ooff wwoorrkk ddiidd PPeetteerr aanndd AAnnddrreeww

ddoo?? (They were fishermen.)

22.. WWhhyy ddiidd JJeessuuss wwaanntt ttoo uussee PPeetteerr’’ss bbooaatt??

(So the people could see and hear Him; to

teach the people.)

33.. DDiidd PPeetteerr aanndd AAnnddrreeww ccaattcchh aannyy ffiisshh wwhheenn

tthheeyy ffiisshheedd tthhee nniigghhtt bbeeffoorree?? (No.)

44.. WWhheenn JJeessuuss ccaammee,, wwhhaatt ddiidd HHee ddoo ttoo hheellpp

PPeetteerr aanndd AAnnddrreeww ccaattcchh mmaannyy ffiisshh?? (He

just asked them to put down their net.)

55.. WWhhaatt ddoo yyoouu tthhiinnkk iitt mmeeaannss wwhheenn JJeessuuss

ssaaiidd tthhaatt HHee wwaanntteedd PPeetteerr,, AAnnddrreeww,, JJoohhnn

aanndd JJaammeess ttoo ffiinndd ppeeooppllee iinnsstteeaadd ooff ffiisshh??

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg (He wanted them to follow Him and tell

others about God. Being fishers of men

means finding people instead of fish, and

helping those people learn about God.)

66.. WWhhaatt ddiidd tthhee ffiisshheerrmmeenn ddoo wwhheenn JJeessuuss

ttoolldd tthheemm ttoo ffoollllooww HHiimm?? (They left all

their things and followed Jesus.)

77.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJeessuuss aanndd tthhee mmeenn ddoo aafftteerr tthheeyy

lleefftt eevveerryytthhiinngg bbeehhiinndd?? (They went to tell

people about God's love.)

88.. TThheessee ffiisshheerrmmeenn bbeeccaammee JJeessuuss’’ ddiisscciipplleess..

WWhhaatt aarree ddiisscciipplleess aanndd hhooww ccaann wwee bbee

JJeessuuss’’ ddiisscciipplleess ttooddaayy?? (Disciples are fol-

lowers of Jesus Christ; allow students to

answer.)

WWhheenn II GGrrooww UUpp
One Sabbath afternoon at church, the kinder-

gartners were having class. Mrs. Laurie was going
to tell a story about Jesus. But before that, Mrs.
Laurie asked the class a question.

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

She asked, “Who do you want to be like
when you grow up?”

John raised his hand.
John said, “I want to be like my dad. He is

strong and tall.”
Susie raised her hand, also.
Susie said, “I want to be like my sister Anna.

She’s nice and helps me a lot and she’s also
smart.”
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Then Rachel raised her hand.
Rachel said, “I want to be like my preschool

teacher Ms. Maribel. She knows a lot of things and
she’s funny.”

Tommy was the last one to raise his hand.
Mrs. Laurie asked, “Who do you want to be

like, Tommy?”
Tommy said, “I want to be like Superman.”

Everyone in the class laughed when they heard his
answer.

“He’s so strong, and he can do anything! He
can see through things, and he can fly!” Tommy
said.

“Yes, that is true but Superman is just a super-
hero from a book. He is not real. Even though a lot
of the things we read from books or see in movies
seem real, they are just make-believe. No one can
fly or see through things, although they certainly
can come in handy,” explained Mrs. Laurie.

Susie raised her hand.
“Yes, Susie,” asked Mrs. Laurie.
“So does that mean it is bad to be like

Superman?”
“Well, some of the things he does are good

things, like when he helps people who are in dan-
ger. In fact, all of the people whom we just
thought of are really good examples. They are
good examples because they all do good or nice
things that make us want to copy them. But there’s
somebody we should all be like. Does anyone
know who this someone is?”

John said shyly, “Is it Jesus?”
“Very good John! Yes, we should all be like

Jesus and follow Him.”
Tommy asked, “But is Jesus stronger than

Superman?”
Mrs. Laurie said, “Remember that Superman

isn’t real; he is just made up by people. Jesus is

God. He can do anything.”
Then Rachel asked, “Does Jesus know even

more than my teacher?”
Mrs. Laurie smiled and answered, “Jesus

knows everything. He even knows what we are
thinking and how we feel.”

Susie asked, “Is Jesus nicer than my sister
Anna?”

Mrs. Laurie said, “Jesus is the nicest person
there is. Jesus loves us and takes care of us. And
He wants us to follow His example because He is
always kind and loving. Do you want to follow
Him?”

Everybody agreed that they should be like
Jesus and follow Him. Then, they said this hymn
together:

“Follow, follow, I will follow Jesus,
Anywhere, everywhere, I will follow Him.
Follow, follow, I will follow Jesus.
Anywhere He leads me I will follow on.”

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11.. WWhhoo ddoo yyoouu wwaanntt ttoo bbee lliikkee wwhheenn yyoouu ggrrooww

uupp?? (Allow students to answer.)
22.. WWhhyy ddooeess JJeessuuss wwaanntt uuss ttoo ffoollllooww HHiimm??

(Because we can become children of God and
we can find peace and joy in life.)  

33.. WWhhaatt ddooeess iitt mmeeaann ffoorr uuss ttoo ffoollllooww JJeessuuss??
(Allow students to answer; some possibilities
are: we need be be baptized, we need to go
to church, we need to pray, we need to go to
class.)

44.. HHooww sshhoouulldd oouurr bbeehhaavviioorrss cchhaannggee oonnccee wwee
ddeecciiddee ttoo ffoollllooww JJeessuuss?? (Answers may vary;
students should be encouraged to imitate
Jesus; e.g. helping others, obeying their par-
ents, praying to God.)

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

JJeessuuss aanndd HHiiss DDiisscciipplleess
Look at the pictures. Put them in the right order.
1. Jesus on the boat; 2. Nets are cast down; 3. Catch
a lot of fish; 4. Drop things to follow Jesus.

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

II WWiillll FFoollllooww JJeessuuss
Materials:
1. colored construction paper (1 per student)
2. footprint pattern
3. scissors
4. glue
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C AAccttiivviittyy 33

5. markers
Directions:
1. Photocopy the footprint pattern for each stu-

dent (each will need all three).
2. Allow each student to choose one colored con-

struction paper.
3. Have them cut out the footprints.
4. Then place the footprints on the construction

paper so as to create a walking pattern (see
diagram). Be sure to leave enough room to
write, “I will follow Jesus.”

5. Glue the footprints on the paper and use a
marker to write down the words.

6. During the activity, talk about how they can
follow Jesus, just as the fishermen did.

C OOppttiioonnaall AAccttiivviittiieess

FFiisshh iinn tthhee NNeett
Materials:
1. thick black crayons
2. blue construction paper
3. sponges (cut into fish shapes)
4. tempera paint in various colors
5. paper plates
Directions:
1. Give each student a piece of blue construction

paper.
2. Give each student a black crayon and have

them produce a netting pattern on their paper
(see diagram).

FFoollllooww tthhee LLeeaaddeerr
Allow each student to take a turn at being the
leader. They can choose an action and the rest of
the class must follow that action. Help the stu-
dents brainstorm some ideas first (e.g. clapping
their hands, hopping on one foot, tiptoeing
around the room).

I will follow
Jesus.

HHaannggiinngg FFiisshh
Materials:
1. fish pattern
2. scissors
3. markers
4. paper clips
Directions:
1. Give each student a fish pattern page.

Have the students color the fish.
2. Have the students cut out the fish. They

can glue the entire page onto construc-
tion paper first (before they cut the fish
out) to make the fish more sturdy.

3. Help the students string the fish togeth-
er by putting a paper clip through the
“nose” and “tail” of each fish. Do this in
turn for all the fish so that there is a
string of fish.

3. Pour some paint onto the paper plates. Have
each child dip the fish-shaped sponge onto the
paint and blot the sponge onto the construc-
tion paper. This will produce a fish pattern over
the netting.

4. Let the students continue to dip and blot until
they have many fish that have been “caught in
the net.”

5. As the students are engaged in this activity,
review how the fishermen caught fish for a liv-
ing. Then after they met Jesus, Jesus told them
to follow Him and help Him catch people
instead. How can we help to “catch people”?
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Jesus and His DisciplesAAccttiivviittyy 77::11

Look at the pictures. Put them in the right order by filling in the numbers.
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AAccttiivviittyy 77::22 I Will Follow Jesus
Footprint pattern
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Hanging FishAAccttiivviittyy 77::33
Fish pattern
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88 OOvveerrvviieeww

SSccrriippttuurreess

Jn 1: 43-49

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

Jesus always knows where we are, what we are

doing, what we are thinking, and cares for us

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To identify the different times and ways God sees
what we are doing

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“Fear God and keep His commandments.”
(Ecc 12:13)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 newspaper
88 tape
88 scissors
88 brown and green paint
88 paint brushes

Jesus Sees Nathanael
f

H H

PPhhiilliipp
Philip was called to follow Jesus the day after

Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John were called.
He was instrumental in bringing his friend
Nathanael to Christ (Jn 1:43-36). His home town
was Bethsaida (Jn 1:44). This was the Bethsaida of
Galilee (Jn 12:21), the hometown of Andrew and
Simon Peter, and is thought to have been a fishing
village on the west shore of the lake. In the lists of
the apostles (in Mt 10:3, Mk 3:14; Lk 6:14) he is
placed fifth in order, with Bartholomew sixth (who
is speculated to be Nathanael). 

It is very possible that Philip had received the
testimony from Andrew and Simon Peter concern-
ing Jesus’ wonderful deeds. His eagerness to intro-
duce Jesus to others is admirable. Philip’s invitation
for Nathanael to “Come and see,” is an illustration
of personal evangelism. Of the four Gospels, Philip
appears most often in the Gospel of John. He is
known as a link to the Greek-speaking Jewish com-
munity. Philip introduces many members of this
community to Jesus. Philip of Bethsaida is not to be

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb confused with Philip the evangelist (Acts 21:8, 9),
who taught and baptized the eunuch of Ethiopia.
He also had four daughters who prophesied (Acts
8).

NNaatthhaannaaeell
The name Nathanael means “gift of God,” and

it occurs only in John 1:45-51 and 21:2. He seems to
be one of the twelve disciples and he has also been
identified as Bartholomew. Bartholomew is next to
Philip in the lists of the Twelve (Mt 10:3; Mk 3:18; Lk
6:14).

Nathanael is a wise and cautious man who truly
feared God and tried to live according to His word
after knowing Christ. Jesus revealed His omnis-
cience to him. He was aware of Nathanael when he
sat under a fig tree in prayer and meditation. Jesus
praised Nathanael for his pure and simple faith, for
believing that He was the Son of God and the King
of Israel. Jesus promised that he would see greater
things, such as heaven opening, and the angels of
God ascending and descending upon the Son of
Man (Jn 1: 51). Nathanael later confessed along
with Philip that Jesus was the long-awaited
Messiah.

6611



God is omnipresent. We should explain to the stu-
dents that God is not just in church. He is everywhere-
on the street, in the park, at school, at home, and in
all other places. That means we can talk to Him wher-
ever we are, and whenever we need His help. Our par-
ents may not be with us all the time, but God is always
with us. He knows everything about us and wants to
help us at any time.

Assure your students that they do not need to be
afraid of God. He is happy when we make the right

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ
choices, and listen to our parents and teachers. When
we do make a mistake, we can sincerely ask God to
forgive the wrong things we have done. Since God
knows every little thought we have in our hearts,
there are no secrets before Him. God knows every-
thing, even things we think others cannot see or hear.
Even if we are alone in our room or whisper some-
thing quietly to another person, God knows all that.
Talk about why it is good that God knows all about us,
and how we should behave since God knows all about
our thinking. Point out that He will do what is best for
us because He understands what we need.

MMeessssiiaahh
Messiah means Savior, someone who saves
people; Jesus is the Messiah

TTrruutthh
what is real and correct

DDiisscciipplleess
the followers or students of Jesus; they learn from
Jesus

PPuurree
clean; when there is nothing dirty

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

Philip was from Bethsaida, the same city as his
friend Andrew. They were both disciples of John
the Baptist who preached of the Savior who was to
come. Once Philip received the calling from Jesus,
he was ready to accept Christ as the Master in his
heart. When Jesus found him, Philip knew that this
must be the long-awaited Messiah whom he had
been praying for. He also realized how blessed and
privileged he was to become Jesus’ disciple.

Feeling happy and excited, Philip couldn’t wait
to find his friend Nathanael to share in his joy.
Philip and Nathanael were of one mind and heart
in wanting to serve God. In fact, before Philip came
to him, Nathanael was praying in the hidden cover
of the branches of a fig tree, seeking God’s wisdom
and guidance. 

Philip knew his friend of great faith would
rejoice when he heard, “We have found him, of
whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write,
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” But
Nathanael didn’t seem to be excited at all. On the
contrary, he was skeptical toward the whole thing
and felt that Philip had accepted Jesus too quickly

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh
without confirming all the facts. Nevertheless, after
Nathanael’s personal encounter with Jesus, his sim-
ple faith and honest personality allowed him to dis-
cover that Jesus was truly the Son of God. 

We can compare this story to that of Naaman, a
great commander of the army who desperately
sought ways to heal his leprosy (2 King 5:1-27). But
when he was given a cure, he rejected God’s help.
The prophet Elisha told him the way to be cured was
to simply wash himself in the Jordan River seven
times. Naaman was angry and skeptical at first. He
didn’t believe it could be so easy and he wasn’t sure
he wanted to accept God. Fortunately, Naaman was
convinced to at least give it a try. He did not regret
the result. The leprous general who visited Elisha
was cured, and converted to the Lord in the end.

Today, how do we keep our faith pure and sim-
ple so that we can also receive the great blessings
Nathanael and Naaman did? It is important to
emphasize to the children that there are no secrets
before God. He knows everything about us. We just
need to remember to rely on Him, and believe that
He has the power and solutions to our problems. A
pure and simple faith is very precious in the eyes of
God.
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JJeessuuss KKnnoowwss EEvveerryytthhiinngg AAbboouutt UUss
Dear children, did you know that there are

some things only God knows, such as what people
are thinking inside of their brains? (Ask students to
turn to their neighbor without talking, and give
them 10 seconds to just look at each other. After 10
seconds, ask them to raise their hand if they know
what their neighbor was thinking about in the past
10 seconds.) Share and point out that we can see
how our friends are on the outside, but it is hard to
even guess what they are thinking about inside.
However, our almighty God has that special power.
He knows how each of us feels on the inside. He
knows if we feel happy, sad, angry, or glad. He
knows every little thought we have and what we
need in our everyday life. He knew us even before
we were born! In today’s story we are going to learn
about a person who was amazed by how much Jesus
knew.

From our last story, do you remember who
became Jesus’ first four disciples? They were Peter,
Andrew, John and James. Raise your hand if you
remember what they were doing when Jesus walked
to their boat. (Allow time for student response.)
Jesus knew that Peter and his brother Andrew tried
to fish all night without even catching one tiny fish.
Jesus helped them catch a lot of fish, and asked them
to come follow Him.

Jesus wanted everyone to hear about God. He
wanted some helpers to work with Him and help
Him spread the good news and teach the people.
That is why He chose Peter, Andrew, John and James
to follow Him. And the fishermen decided to follow
Jesus and help Him. But Jesus still needed more
helpers. Let’s find out who Jesus is going to call to be
His followers.

JJeessuuss GGooeess ttoo GGaalliilleeee
Jesus went to a place called Galilee. It wasn’t

long before He found Philip. Philip had already
heard who Jesus was. He was ready in his heart to
have Jesus be his Master and Teacher. So when Jesus
found him, He asked him to be one of His special dis-
ciples and helpers.

Jesus said, “Follow Me.”

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

Philip was so happy! He couldn’t believe that
Jesus wanted him to be a disciple! Do you know
what he did right away? Philip ran to tell his good
friend Nathanael. He couldn’t wait to share this
exciting news, and he wanted Nathanael to meet
Jesus too. After looking for a while, he finally
found his friend sitting under a fig tree, praying.

PPhhiilliipp PPrreeaacchheess ttoo NNaatthhaannaaeell
As soon as Philip saw Nathanael, he shouted,

“Nathanael! We found Him! He is the one Moses
wrote about in the Law. He is the Messiah. Jesus is
from Nazareth. He is God!”

Nathanael laughed and said, “Nazareth? Can
anything holy and good come from a place like
Nazareth?” Nathanael could not believe his friend
Philip’s words. Even though Nathanael believed in
God, he wasn’t sure that Jesus was really the Savior.

But Philip was so excited, he tugged at his
friend’s arm, and said “Come and see for yourself,
my friend!”

Nathanael got up and went with Philip. But he
was sure that it was a mistake. The man Philip told
him about couldn’t possibly be God. He felt that
Philip was not being careful at all.

“Nothing good has ever come from Nazareth.
The Messiah God promised must come from an
important place, like Jerusalem. How could Philip
accept someone as the Messiah just like that?”
Nathanael thought to himself.

Boys and girls, what do you think will happen
next in the story? Do you think that Nathanael is
going to change his mind about Jesus? What do
you think Jesus will tell Nathanael when He sees
him? (Encourage students to share and predict.) 

NNaatthhaannaaeell MMeeeettss JJeessuuss
As Philip and Nathanael walked toward Jesus,

Jesus looked Nathanael straight in the eye.
Jesus said to him, “You are a man from Israel

who always tells the truth.”
Nathanael stared at Jesus. How did this man

know what he was like? Nathanael had never seen
this man. Yet the man knew all about Him.
Nathanael asked surprisingly, “How do you know
about me?”

Jesus answered with a loving and gentle voice,
“I saw you sitting under the fig tree even before
Philip talked to you.”
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11.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJeessuuss aasskk PPhhiilliipp ttoo bbeeccoommee?? (He

asked Philip to become His disciple.)

22.. WWhhyy ddiidd PPhhiilliipp rruunn ttoo ffiinndd hhiiss ffrriieenndd

NNaatthhaannaaeell?? (Philip discovered that Jesus

was the Messiah that they had been wait-

ing for. He felt very honored that Jesus

asked him to be one of His helpers. He

also wanted to share the wonderful news

with his friend so that he could know who

the Messiah is.)

33.. WWhhaatt ddiidd PPhhiilliipp ssaayy ttoo hhiiss ffrriieenndd

NNaatthhaannaaeell?? (He said, “I just talked to

Jesus; He is the one Moses wrote about in

the Law. He is the Son of God.”)

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg
44.. WWhhaatt ddiidd NNaatthhaannaaeell ssaayy wwhheenn PPhhiilliipp

aasskkeedd hhiimm ttoo ggoo sseeee JJeessuuss?? (“Has anything

good ever come from Nazareth?”)

55.. WWhhaatt wwaass NNaatthhaannaaeell ssoo ssuurrpprriisseedd aabboouutt

wwhheenn JJeessuuss ssttaarrtteedd ttaallkkiinngg ttoo hhiimm?? (Jesus

knew all about him even though they had

never met before.)

66.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJeessuuss kknnooww aabboouutt NNaatthhaannaaeell

bbeeffoorree tthheeyy mmeett?? (Jesus knew that

Nathanael had been sitting under a fig

tree; He knew where Nathanael was from

and what he was like.)

77.. JJeessuuss kknnoowwss eevveerryytthhiinngg aabboouutt uuss,, eevveenn

wwhhaatt wwee aarree tthhiinnkkiinngg.. WWee ccaannnnoott hhiiddee

tthhiinnggss ffrroomm HHiimm.. HHooww sshhoouulldd wwee bbeehhaavvee

ssiinnccee GGoodd kknnoowwss eevveerryytthhiinngg?? (Students’

answers may vary.)

JJuulliiee’’ss BBiigg SSeeccrreett
Julie and her cousin Michelle, who was visit-

ing for the afternoon, were playing by a small
creek near the house. They were looking for spe-
cial rocks. Both of them were barefoot. Soon,
Michelle heard a loud, “Whoopee!”

“Michelle! Michelle! Come here!” Julie said

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

excitedly.
Michelle ran quickly to Julie. Julie showed her

a very beautiful rock. It was an almost see-though
rock and had red and green spots on it. 

Michelle said, “What a beautiful rock, Julie!
Are you going to bring it home to keep?”

“Of course, Michelle, I’m going to let my other
friends at school see this beautiful rock, too,” Julie
added. “But I wonder where I should hide it at
home. I don’t want my brother Tommy to touch it
at all.”

Right away Nathanael’s heart jumped. He
thought to himself, “Only someone with the
power of God could have known this. Jesus knew
that I was praying in secret and beneath the
branches of the fig tree. Jesus must be the Son of
God who can do the things God can do!”

Then Nathanael immediately cried out,
“Teacher, you are the Son of God! You are the
King of Israel.”

Jesus was very touched by Nathanael’s pure
and simple faith. He said to Nathanael, “You have
accepted me just because I told you that I saw you
under the fig tree. Your pure and simple faith will
allow you to see even greater things in the

future.”
From that day on, Nathanael became a faithful

follower of Jesus just like his friend, Philip.
Today’s story teaches us that God is the Creator

of all the people. He knows everything about us and
He knows exactly what we are thinking. For exam-
ple, you may have tried to do something in secret,
and maybe your parents don’t know about it, but
God knows. There is really no secret between you
and God! And because of this, all of us should watch
what we say and what we do all the time, so that
God can be very proud of us, and be our help when-
ever we need Him.
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Michelle thought for a moment and then her
eyes lit up. She said excitedly to Julie, “I know!
You can keep it in the Secret Treasure Box!”

“Great idea!” Julie said.
They ran back to Julie’s house. When they got

into Julie’s room, they both lowered their voices
and said, “Shh... Let’s keep it a secret.”

Julie took out the Secret Treasure Box and the
key that opened it. They were ready to put this
special rock in the Treasure Box when, all of a sud-
den, they head a noise. It was coming from the
closet! Julie and Michelle looked at each other.
Then Julie got up, walked slowly over and opened
her closet door. It was Tommy, her little brother!

“What are you doing in my closet?” Julie
questioned.

“I wanted to see what you two were doing,”
Tommy said.

“Well, we’re doing something secret. We
don’t want you to see so you better leave my
room now,” Julie demanded.

Tommy said, “I already saw your rock, and I
saw your Secret Treasure Box, too. I peeked
through this little gap. So it’s not a secret any-
more.”

Julie was mad. How could her brother hide in
her room and look at her stuff? She ran down the
stairs to her mom, Mrs. Lewis.

“Mom! Tommy was hiding in my closet! He
saw my Secret Treasure Box! He shouldn’t have
touched my things and peeked at my secrets,”
Julie screamed.

Mrs. Lewis used her calm and firm voice and
said, “I agree with you, Julie, that Tommy should-
n’t have hidden himself in your closet in the first
place.”

Mrs. Lewis turned to the stairs and called
Tommy to come down. He was afraid he would
get into trouble and had stayed upstairs.

“Tommy, I need you to come down, please.
There is something you need to say to you sister,”
Mrs. Lewis said.

Tommy came down quietly. He shuffled his
feet as he walked into the family room.

“I am sorry, Julie. I won’t do it again,” said
Tommy.

“Thank you for apologizing, Tommy,” said
Mrs. Lewis. Then she turned to Julie. “Don’t get
too mad, Julie. Remember God tells us that it is

not good to stay mad for a long time. And besides.
there are really no such things as secrets, you
know?”

“What do you mean, Mom?” Julie asked.
Mrs. Lewis continued, “Well, no matter what,

we can’t keep everything totally secret. There is
someone who knows everything about us. He
knows everything we do. He knows how we feel.
He even knows what we think.”

“Who is this someone?” Julie asked curiously.
“This someone is God,” Mrs. Lewis said. “And

if God knows everything, that means He knows
you are mad at Tommy right now. I don’t think
God would be happy that you’re mad at your
brother. I think you need to forgive your brother
for being in your room so that God can be proud
of you again.”

Julie nodded her head. “Okay, Mom.” She
turned to Tommy and said, “I am sorry I got so mad
at you just now. But I don’t want to stay mad at
you. I want God to see that I am a good big sister.”

Tommy was glad that he didn’t get into trou-
ble and promised that he would ask for permission
next time he wanted to see his sister’s things.

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11.. WWhhyy wwaass JJuulliiee uuppsseett?? (She found her brother

hiding in her room and looking at her secrets.)
22.. HHooww ddiidd MMrrss.. LLeewwiiss hhaannddllee tthhee ssiittuuaattiioonn?? (She

was very calm and firm. She asked Julie and
Tommy to say sorry to each other, and remind-
ed Julie that there is someone who knows
everything about us—that someone is God.)

33.. HHooww ddiidd JJuulliiee cchhaannggee hheerr aattttiittuuddee aafftteerr ttaallkk--
iinngg ttoo hheerr mmootthheerr?? (She decided to say sorry to
her brother, and realized that she needed to
be a better sister since God was watching her
all the time.)

44.. DDoo yyoouu hhaavvee ssoommeetthhiinngg tthhaatt iiss ssppeecciiaall tthhaatt yyoouu
ddoonn’’tt wwaanntt ttoo sshhaarree wwiitthh ootthheerrss?? (Allow stu-
dents to share.)

55.. SShhoouulldd wwee kkeeeepp sseeccrreettss ffrroomm oouurr ppaarreennttss??
WWhhyy?? (We should never keep secrets from our
parents. They want to help us grow and learn
right from wrong. We need to share our
thoughts and feelings with them. Even if we
think they will get mad, we need to be honest.
That is what God taught us to do.)

66.. CCaann wwee kkeeeepp sseeccrreettss ffrroomm GGoodd?? (Allow stu-
dents to answer.)



6666

FFiigg TTrreeeess
Materials:
1. newspaper
2. tape
3. green and brown paint
4. paint brushes
5. scissors
Directions:
1. In this activity, the students will be making “fig

trees.”
2. Provide each student with two pieces of news-

paper.
3 Help the students roll up the paper and tape

the ends together to secure the roll.
4. Show the students how to cut strips along one

end of the tube. Make about six cuts, each
about six inches long.

5. Now gently pull out the layers of the cut paper
to form the leafy part of the tree.

6. Let the students paint their trees brown and
green.

7. Talk about how Jesus saw Nathanael under the
tree even before Philip brought him to meet
Jesus. Only God knows everything about us.

C AAccttiivviittyy 33

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

JJeessuuss SSeeeess NNaatthhaannaaeell UUnnddeerr tthhee FFiigg TTrreeee
Where did Jesus see Nathanael? Draw the fig tree.
Color in the picture.

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

JJeessuuss SSeeeess UUss......
There are no secrets between us and God. Jesus
sees everything. Fill in the blanks for each picture.
1. Jesus sees us when we are ___________. (playing.)
2. Jesus sees us when we are ___________. (sleeping)
3. Jesus sees us when we are ___________. (eating.)
4. Jesus sees us when we are at __________. (school)
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Where did Jesus see Nathanael? Draw in your own fig tree. Color in the picture.
Jesus Sees Nathanael Under the Fig TreeAAccttiivviittyy 88::11



AAccttiivviittyy 88::22
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Jesus Sees Us
There are no secrets between us and God. Jesus sees everything.

Fill in the blanks for each picture.

1. Jesus sees us when we are
___________________.

2. Jesus sees us when we are
___________________.

3. Jesus sees us when we are
___________________.

4. Jesus sees us when we are
at ______________________.



H
H

99 OOvveerrvviieeww

SSccrriippttuurreess

Mt 6:25-34; Lk 12:22-31

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

Jesus loves and cares for each one of us; He will

provide according to our needs

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To identify ways Jesus takes care of our daily
needs

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

”For He cares for you.” (1 Pet 5:7)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 no extra materials are
needed for this lesson

Jesus Cares For Us f

H H

TThhee SSeerrmmoonn oonn tthhee MMoouunntt
Today’s lesson is based on a passage from the

Sermon on the Mount. The Sermon on the Mount
was Jesus’ longest recorded sermon, found in
Matthew 5-7. He began with the famous
Beatitudes, which described the traits Jesus was
looking for in His followers. Then He continued to
talk about the function of the disciples (“the salt
and light of the world”). Jesus also included His
interpretation of the law in this sermon (“murder
and adultery begin in the heart” and “loving your
enemies”). Jesus concludes with a long discourse
on the attitude of His followers (“do not worry”
and “ask, seek and knock”). The central theme of
the sermon is, “You shall be perfect, just as your
Father in heaven is perfect” (Mt 5:48). As Jesus fur-
ther explained, perfection does not mean sinless; it
indicates completeness, wholeness, and maturity—
being all God wants us to be. 

Throughout the message, Jesus talked about
what the marks of Christ’s citizens are. He also
mentioned the standards of the kingdom, which is

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb
to love God and our neighbor. Most importantly,
Jesus urged us to set correct priorities and stop wor-
rying, understanding God’s promise of daily provi-
sion. When we trust God, we will be free to give our-
selves to serve Him with singleness of purpose. Then
we will be able to place the concerns of His kingdom
first, rather than being anxious about lesser things.

Even though Jesus had directed much of this ser-
mon toward His disciples, many in the crowd who
heard these words were amazed. They saw a man
who spoke with authority and knowledge (see Mt
7:21-23). They had heard rabbis and other teachers in
the past who had passed on traditions from genera-
tion to generation. But Jesus here talks directly
about God’s kingdom and how His followers could
give glory to Him. 

In today’s lesson, Jesus commands us not to
worry about our daily living, or about what we are
going to eat or drink. Rather, we should set the pri-
ority on seeking the kingdom of God, for everything
else shall be given to us. Jesus emphasized the impor-
tance of making God the Lord and King of our life.
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Children at this age become restless and inatten-
tive if they are asked to sit quietly for more than 5 to
10 minutes. To help them see how God takes care of
the flowers, the trees, the birds, and all other living
things in a more interactive way, you can invite them
to go on an “Imaginary Garden Walk” with you. 

Ask your students to stand up carefully and get
ready to walk around the garden with you. Say, “Let’s
pretend we’re going for a walk in a beautiful garden
to see some amazing things God has made.” Stop
occasionally and point to an imaginary woodpecker
pecking at the tree trunk, looking for worms to eat; a
busy little bee flying here and there trying to gather
nectar from the flowers; or a cute squirrel jumping
from one oak tree to another, picking up acorns to
eat. Encourage the children to use large muscle
actions such as hopping, skipping, jumping, etc. as
they “tour” the garden.

Once the walk is over, ask the students to sit

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ down. You can talk about the different things that
they saw in the imaginary garden, and what the ani-
mals were doing. Ask them questions, such as, “Did
they have food to eat, or a home to go back to?”
Point out that God takes care of everything in His cre-
ation.

Also take some time to talk about what “worry”
means, and what kind of worries are on the little
ones’ minds. Even young children may already worry
about things in their daily life: family members being
sick, parents not getting along, or being bullied at
school. It is important to understand what your stu-
dents are worried about, and acknowledge their feel-
ings, because they are very real to them. Most impor-
tantly, encourage them with today’s story to let them
understand God’s unfailing care. During the conclud-
ing prayer, you may also ask each student to share
one thing that they are concerned about. Then pray
together about these things, and trust that the Lord
will take care of every need. After the prayer, recite
the memory verse aloud with the students: “For He
cares for you” (1 Pet 5:7).

AAmmaazziinngg
something that is great; we have a hard time
believing it

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

Although we all know and understand that
Jesus loves us, and how He provides for us, how
many of us are able to live our life completely
worry-free? How we can truly live without worries?
The Bible tells us that only faith can free us from
the anxiety of not having enough, or that things
may go wrong in our life. We should be assured
that God promises to supply, and His promises
never fail.

When things are not going the way we want

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh

them to, it is all right to be concerned, but we
should not worry. The difference is that worry
immobilizes us. We may spend a great deal of time
thinking about the problem but nothing gets done.
Even worse is that worriers are consumed by fear
and find it difficult to trust God. However, genuine
concern moves us to action. Planning for tomorrow
is time well spent; worrying about tomorrow is time
wasted. God likes us to plan ahead, but we also
need to trust God’s guidance after the planning
takes place. When planning is done right, it helps
lessen our worries. We should always remind our-
selves to not allow worries about tomorrow affect
our relationship with God today.

7700

JJeessuuss KKnnoowwss AAllll OOuurr NNeeeeddss
In the last lesson, we learned about two more

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

people who came to believe Jesus and followed
Him. Do you remember their names? They were
Philip and Nathanael. When they heard the things
Jesus said to them, they knew He was the Son of
God and so they decided they wanted to be His fol-

WWoorrrriieedd
to feel unhappy or sad because there are things bother-
ing us
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lowers.
At that time, Jesus and His followers, or disci-

ples, would travel to many places and talk about
God. Today’s lesson is about one of those times
when Jesus stopped somewhere to teach His follow-
ers about the kingdom of God.

Today we are going to begin our lesson with a
question: can any of you share with the class a time
when you were scared that no one would be there
to take care of you? Maybe you got lost in a shop-
ping mall and couldn’t find your parents, or maybe
one of your parents got sick and was late picking you
up at school. (Give students time to respond and tell
their own stories.) You know what? You’re not the
only ones to get scared; in fact, everyone feels the
same way at times. Today’s lesson is about how God
knows what we’re scared of and tells us that He will
take care of everyone and everything.

JJeessuuss TTeeaacchheess oonn aa MMoouunnttaaiinn
One day, it happened that Jesus was teaching

on a mountain. Jesus was teaching his friends, and a
very big crowd of people also wanted to hear what
Jesus was saying. Why do you think so many people
wanted to listen to Jesus? That’s right. He did amaz-
ing things like heal the sick and make the blind see.
He also said many amazing things that made people
think about God. Because all these people wanted to
be close to Jesus, it was very crowded. The people
pushed and shoved. They were all trying to hear
what Jesus was saying. Do you know what Jesus was
going to talk about?

We don’t know exactly what Jesus was thinking
at the time, but He was probably looking at the faces
of His disciples and all the people around Him. He
could see from their faces whether they were happy
or sad, full or hungry, healthy or sick. Maybe as He
was looking at everyone, He saw that so many peo-
ple were not that happy. Instead, they looked a little
bit worried. They looked the same way you did when
you were scared that no one was going to take care
of you. Some people had little lines on their fore-
heads and around their mouths because they wrin-
kled their faces in worry all the time. Others looked
scared in their eyes. (Teacher may want to demon-
strate the various facial expressions.) Maybe because
Jesus saw that many people around Him were wor-
ried and scared, He decided to say something that
would make the people feel better and safer. 

JJeessuuss TTeellllss UUss NNoott ttoo WWoorrrryy
So Jesus began to speak and everyone became

really quiet, the way you are now. He began to talk
about what makes people worry. What do you
think people were worried about back then? (Take
responses. Help prompt the students when neces-
sary.) Sure, they worried about the same things we
worry about now- what to eat, what to wear, or
losing what belonged to them.

Jesus knew exactly what they were all worried
about, so He said in a calm voice, “Do not worry or
be upset about anything. Do not worry about what
you are going to eat when you are hungry. And do
not worry about what clothes you will wear. There
are many things that are more important than food
and clothes.”

By saying these things, Jesus sure did catch
everyone’s attention! Everyone was probably think-
ing, “What is more important than food and
clothes? If we don’t worry about food and clothes,
what will we wear and how will we eat?” Everyone
was curious about what Jesus would say next and
whether what Jesus said was true.

JJeessuuss SSaayyss HHee WWiillll TTaakkee CCaarree ooff UUss
Jesus knew that the people around Him were

waiting for Him to keep talking. He also knew that
He would have to show what He said was true. 

As Jesus was speaking, there were birds flying
through the blue sky and birds hopping on the
grassy hills. They were pecking at the grass and eat-
ing. Some of the birds were bringing food home for
their baby birds. Jesus may have pointed to them.

“Look at these birds,” He said to the crowd.
“They can’t grow food for themselves. Yet God
feeds them and takes care of them.”

And the people looked to where Jesus was
pointing and saw how true it was. The birds didn’t
worry about food and didn’t even need to plant,
but God fed them and their babies!

Then Jesus said, “Aren’t you more important
to God than the birds in the sky? Of course you are!
Don’t worry or be upset about anything. God loves
you. He will take care of you!” When Jesus said
that, everyone sat down and thought. They began
to understand- yes, since God takes care of the birds
and makes sure they have enough to eat, God will
surely take care of them, whom He loves more than
the birds!
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11.. WWhhaatt ddoo aanniimmaallss nneeeedd ttoo lliivvee??  (Water,

food.)

22.. WWhhaatt ddoo ppllaannttss nneeeedd ttoo lliivvee?? (Rain, sun,

soil.) 

33.. WWhhaatt ddoo cchhiillddrreenn nneeeedd ttoo lliivvee?? (Food,

clothes, homes, families. Help the students

understand that God is the One who sup-

plies all these needs, either directly or

through families and caretakers.)  

44.. CCaann wwee mmaakkee rraaiinn ssoo tthhee ppllaannttss ccaann ggrrooww??

(No, only God can make it rain, and only

God can provide the water so we can water

the plants.)

55.. HHooww ddooeess GGoodd ffeeeedd zzoooo aanniimmaallss?? (He pro-

vides zoo keepers to take care of all the ani-

mals.)  

66.. HHooww ddooeess GGoodd ggiivvee cchhiillddrreenn ccllootthheess ttoo

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg wweeaarr?? (He gives them families who make

sure the children have all they need.)

77.. IInn oouurr BBiibbllee ssttoorryy ttooddaayy,, JJeessuuss tteellllss aabboouutt

GGoodd’’ss ccaarree ffoorr eevveerryytthhiinngg HHee mmaaddee.. GGoodd

hhaass ggiivveenn uuss ttrreeeess,, fflloowweerrss,, aanndd bbiirrddss.. HHee

mmaakkeess wwiilldd fflloowweerrss ggrrooww aanndd ttaakkeess ccaarree ooff

bbiirrddss.. HHee lloovveess uuss aanndd wwaannttss uuss ttoo eennjjooyy HHiiss

wwoorrlldd.. BBuutt HHee wwaannttss uuss ttoo hheellpp ttaakkee ccaarree ooff

oouurrsseellvveess aanndd ttaakkee ccaarree ooff HHiiss wwoorrlldd,, ttoooo!!

HHooww ccaann wwee ttaakkee ccaarree ooff oouurr bbooddiieess??

(Some possible answers: eat the food our

parents give us; go to bed early; go to the

doctor for check-ups and do what he says;

brush our teeth; wash our hands before

eating.) HHooww ccaann wwee ttaakkee ccaarree ooff HHiiss

wwoorrlldd?? (Some possible answers: don’t

waste water or food; take care of the

things in the wild and nature; reuse and

recycle whenever we can; don’t take more

than we need of anything.)

JJeessuuss AAllwwaayyss TTaakkeess CCaarree ooff UUss
Perhaps Jesus looked around some more and

saw the beautiful wild flowers growing in the tall
grass. What color do you think some of the flowers
were? (Take students’ responses and help feed their
imagination.) Sure, there may have been gold flow-
ers, dark purple flowers, light pink flowers, and sky
blue flowers. Have any of you ever looked closely at
a flower before? What do you see? They’re beauti-
ful, aren’t they? Some have little designs on them.
And some of their shapes are so pretty, it looks like
they’re wearing wonderful dresses or robes! 

This time when Jesus spoke, He started to talk
about the flowers.

“Think about the flowers,” He said. “They don’t
sew clothes for themselves, do they? No! But look
around. The richest king never had clothes as beau-
tiful as these flowers.”

Jesus’ friends listened very carefully as Jesus
continued, “If God gives these little flowers such
beautiful clothes, don’t you think He will make sure
you have clothes, too? Flowers do not last very long.
Sometimes, they only bloom for a night or a few

days, but God still gives them such beautiful
clothes! You are even more important to God than
flowers, so don’t you think He will give you the
clothes you need too?”

Then Jesus told the people, “Don’t worry
about things like food and clothes. Don’t keep ask-
ing, ‘What are we going to eat? What are we going
to wear?’ God knows you need these things. Just
ask Him! He will take care of you. He loves you!”

LLooookk FFoorr GGoodd IInnsstteeaadd
By the time Jesus finished speaking, the people

felt better and less worried. They understood that
they didn’t need to worry about food or clothes.
But now if they didn’t need to spend so much time
worrying, what would they do instead? That day,
Jesus told the people what was most important in
life: to look for God and get close to God instead of
worrying. He said, “If you look for God and put Him
first, He will make sure you have enough clothes to
wear and enough food to eat. So put God first in
your life, and He will take care of everything!”
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TTooggoo,, tthhee DDoogg
Susie and her brother Ben excitedly ran out-

side with their new golden retriever puppy, Togo.
It was the first nice day out in a long time, and they
had been looking forward to playing catch with
him. Togo looked pretty excited too. His whiskers
were perked up, his soft golden fur swayed in the
wind, his big ears flopped back, and his big love-
able dark eyes showed he couldn’t wait for the
games to begin. 

Susie and Ben first started with catch. Susie
and Ben threw a bright blue ball to each other and
Togo tried catch it. When he did, he would bark,
wag his tail and bring it to either Susie or Ben.
Other times, Togo would end up chasing Susie and
Ben all around the yard, which they loved. The two
of them would dart between the trees to get away
from Togo, but somehow Togo would always find
them! The three were very happy together.

After thirty minutes of running, Ben was
thirsty. “Susie, do you want some water?”

“Yes. Let’s go inside,” Susie said, panting hard.
After Susie finished her water, she poured

some water into a bowl for Togo. Susie thought
that Togo would want something to drink too.

“Togo!” Susie called. She whistled and put the
bowl of water by the door. But where was Togo?

Susie called again, “Togo! Togo! Come on,
boy!”

Susie began to get worried. She ran out and
looked behind the bushes. Togo was not there.
Susie looked behind the fence. Togo was not there.
Susie went to the front porch and looked under
the bench. Togo wasn’t there either. Susie felt her
stomach turning as she thought about Togo being
lost.

“Ben! Ben!” Susie cried, “I can’t find Togo!”
Ben came outside. Ben said, “Come on, we’ll

look for him together. He has to be somewhere.”
They looked all around the yard. Then they

looked all around the house. They even walked all
the way down the street. By then, Susie and Ben
were very worried about their new golden retriev-
er puppy. He was new to the house and the neigh-
borhood. What if he got lost and couldn’t find his
way back? Even though Susie and Ben tried to tell

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

themselves that Togo would be fine, they kept
thinking about all the bad things that could have
happened to Togo.

Susie and Ben walked around the house and
neighborhood for over an hour, and it was getting
dark. Soon it would be time for dinner. Susie and
Ben headed back, wondering what they would tell
their parents.

When they got home, Susie said to her mother
in a tearful voice, “Mommy, we can’t find Togo. We
just went in for some water when we were playing
ball, and when we came back out, he was gone!”

“We looked everywhere,” Ben added. “I just
don’t know where he could have gone! And now
we don’t know what’s happened to him.”

Mrs. Lim hugged both of them and said, “Don’t
worry. We’ll look for him some more. In the mean-
time, though, remember that God watches over
everything, and He will make sure that Togo is all
right.”

“I know, Mom, but I would feel so much better
if Togo were here with me now,” Susie insisted.

“Yes, honey, and we will look for him. But
before we do that, why don’t we pray for Togo?
Even though we don’t know where Togo is, God
does. Let’s ask God to keep him safe the way he
keeps you and Ben safe everyday.”

“But I don’t know how to pray like that,” Susie
sulked. Mrs. Lim turned to Ben. 

“Mom, I’ll pray for Togo,” Ben said.
“Thank you. And why don’t we have a prayer

in understanding so that Susie knows how to pray
to God to take care of things that worry us?”

Ben thought for a moment while Mrs. Lim and
Susie closed their eyes. 

“Dear Heavenly Father,” Ben began. “We
know that you know all things. We know that you
know where Togo is at this very moment. Lord, we
ask that you take care of Togo the way you take
care of us and also help us not worry about him
because all things are in your hands. Please help us
to find him. In your name we pray, Amen.”

Mrs. Lim smiled. “Do you feel better now
Susie?”

“It was a good prayer. But, Mom, I just want to
find Togo. If God does bring Togo back, I’ll thank
Him 200 times for keeping Togo safe and will really
know that God takes care of things.”

Just then, Susie heard a light scratching noise
on the back door. She ran to open it, and in scam-
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C AAccttiivviittyy 33C AAccttiivviittyy 11

JJeessuuss TTeellllss UUss NNoott ttoo WWoorrrryy
Jesus taught the people not to worry. First He talked
to the big crowd. Then He talked about the birds.
Then He talked about the pretty flowers. Jesus says
He cares for us more than the birds and the flowers.
He tells us not to worry. Color in the pictures.

GGoodd TTaakkeess CCaarree ooff EEvveerryytthhiinngg
Repeat this rhyme with motions so the students can
remember the various ways God cares for every-
thing in this world.

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

HHooww DDooeess JJeessuuss CCaarree FFoorr UUss??
Look at each picture. How does Jesus care for us?
Write down the answers.
1. Jesus cares for us by giving us the _________.

(sun and rain)
2. Jesus cares for us by giving us a _________.

(family)
3. Jesus cares for us by giving us _________. (food)
4. Jesus cares for us by giving us _________.

(clothes)

pered Togo who licked Susie’s face right away.
Once Susie felt Togo’s soft golden fur, she

laughed and said, “Thank God!” Ben put his hand
on Susie’s shoulder and said, “Well, Susie, you only
have 199 ‘Thank God’s’ left!” 

Susie laughed along with Ben. “I know,” she
said. “But now I know that God does take care of
things for us!”

Quueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11.. WWhhyy wweerree SSuussiiee aanndd BBeenn wwoorrrriieedd?? (They

couldn’t find Togo.)
22.. WWhhaatt ddiidd MMrrss.. LLiimm tteellll tthhee cchhiillddrreenn wwhheenn sshhee

ffoouunndd oouutt wwhhaatt hhaadd hhaappppeenneedd?? (She told
them not to worry and asked Ben to pray to
God to keep Togo safe.)

33.. WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd aafftteerr tthheeyy pprraayyeedd?? (Togo
came back on his own.)

44.. WWhhaatt ddiidd SSuussiiee lleeaarrnn ffrroomm tthhiiss?? (Susie learned
to trust God and know that He will protect
everything around us.)

55.. TTeellll aabboouutt aa ttiimmee wwhheenn yyoouu wweerree wwoorrrriieedd..
SShhaarree wwhhaatt yyoouu ddiidd ssoo yyoouu wwoouulldd wwoorrrryy lleessss..
(Allow students to share.)

66.. WWhhaatt ccaann yyoouu ddoo tthhee nneexxtt ttiimmee yyoouu wwoorrrryy
aabboouutt ssoommeetthhiinngg?? (Pray to God; talk to your
parents or a grown-up.) WWhhaatt ccaann yyoouu ddoo iiff
ssoommeeoonnee eellssee iiss wwoorrrriieedd?? (Pray for them; allow
students to share.)

77.. HHooww ddooeess GGoodd ttaakkee ccaarree ooff aallll tthhee tthhiinnggss wwee
nneeeedd?? (Allow students to answer.)

HHeerree iiss oouurr wwoorrlldd,, oouurr ggrreeaatt bbiigg wwoorrlldd..
AAnndd hheerree aarree tthhee mmoouunnttaaiinnss hhiigghh..
HHeerree iiss aa ttrreeee,, aa ttaallll,, ttaallll ttrreeee,,
AAnndd hheerree iiss aa bbiirrdd tthhaatt ccaann ffllyy..
TThheerree iiss tthhee ssuunn,, tthhee bbiigg,, bbrriigghhtt ssuunn,,
TThhaatt sshhiinneess oonn tthhee wwoorrlldd aallll ddaayy..
HHeerree aarree tthhee cchhiillddrreenn,, rruunnnniinngg aalloonngg,,
GGoodd ttaakkeess ccaarree ooff tthheemm aass tthheeyy ppllaayy..
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Read about how Jesus taught the people not to worry. Color in the pictures.

Jesus Tells Us Not to WorryAAccttiivviittyy 99::11

1. First Jesus talked to the big crowd. 

4. Jesus says He cares for us more
than the birds and the flowers. He
tells us not to worry. 

3. Then He talked about the pretty flowers. 

2. Then He talked about the birds.
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How Does Jesus Care For Us?
Look at each picture. How does Jesus care for us?

Write down the answers.

AAccttiivviittyy 99::22

1. 2.

3. 4.

Jesus cares for
us by giving us the
________ and ________.

Jesus cares for us by giving us a
________________.

Jesus cares for us by giving us
________________.

Jesus cares for us by giving
us ________________.
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SSccrriippttuurreess

Mk 4:35-41

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

Jesus is stronger than the violent storms, and
even the winds and sea obey Him

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To know that Jesus has control over everything,
and we can always count on Him to keep us safe

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“Believe also in Me.” (Jn 14:1)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 newspaper or regular
white paper

Jesus Calms the Storm

f

H H

TThhee SSeeaa ooff GGaalliilleeee
The Sea of Galilee is an unusual body of water.

It is relatively small (13 miles long and 7 miles
wide), but it is 150 feet deep, and the shoreline is
680 feet below sea level. Sudden storms can
appear with little warning over the surrounding
mountains, which can rise 3000 to 4000 feet above
sea level, stirring the water into violent 20-foot
waves. This is because the warm tropical air from
the lake’s surface rises and meets the colder air
from the surrounding hills. Although the lake itself
seemed small and not at all hard to cross, the tur-
bulence from the resulting waves would have
made the journey very difficult. Some of the disci-
ples were experienced fishermen and would have
known about this phenomenon. So it is not that
they had foolishly set out in a storm. They had
been caught without warning, and their danger
was great.

JJeessuuss’’ AAuutthhoorriittyy OOvveerr NNaattuurree 
The boat that the disciples were in would have

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb been a fishing boat because many of Jesus’ disciples
were fishermen. This boat was large enough to hold
Jesus and His twelve disciples and was powered
both by oars and sails. During a storm, however, the
sails were taken down to keep them from ripping
and to make the boat easier to control.

As experienced sailors, some of Jesus’ disciples
had probably been caught in similar storms while
they were out fishing. However, they were still ter-
rified by the ferocity of this particular storm.
Although the disciples had witnessed many miracles
performed by Jesus, they still didn’t have the faith
that Jesus could control nature. They eventually
woke Jesus up, with a plea for help. It is interesting
that they found Jesus asleep. This shows that while
He is the Son of God, Jesus was also full of humani-
ty. Like any other person, Jesus needed rest and was
asleep on the boat while the storm raged on.

With a word Jesus silenced the wind and calmed
the waves, thereby demonstrating His divine power
and authority. After witnessing such power, the dis-
ciples asked each other, “Who can this be, that even
the wind and the sea obey Him?” In essence, they
were all acknowledging the power and mightiness
of Jesus Christ.
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Feeling afraid, insecure, unsafe, and unprotected
are all valid emotions that children at this age experi-
ence in their day-to-day lives. It is important to take
time to acknowledge their feelings and talk about
what it is like to be afraid, and what causes fear in life.
(You could share examples such as being in the dark,
running into big dogs, parents who are fighting,
being lost, hearing loud thunderstorms, and so on.)
The aim of this lesson is to teach the children that the
God we worship is the one who has power over every-
thing- even nature obeys His orders. As long as we are
willing to come to God, we can always count on Him
to help us overcome our fear and have peace in our
hearts.

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ
To help the students better understand the truth

that Jesus has the power to overcome nature, talk to
them about weather. Ask them if they have seen the
ocean and waves and how powerful they are. Ask the
following question: What happens when there is a
storm (or  snow, tornado, hurricane, wind, hail, light-
ning, thunder, etc.)? Is there any way we can stop a
storm? If we just asked it to stop, would it listen to us?
Probably not. But the storm will listen to God’s instruc-
tions. If God asked it to stop, it would stop right away,
just like in today’s lesson. However, even if we were
stuck in a storm, we could still ask God for help. What
could we do if we were in a big storm? We could pray
to God for courage and ask Him to make the storm go
away. Encourage the children to take steps of faith to
trust Jesus in all circumstances because He is all-pow-
erful and cares for His children.

DDiisscciipplleess
the followers of Jesus; they learn from Jesus

PPeeaacceeffuull
when you feel peaceful, you feel happy and at
rest

CCaallmm
when everything is quiet; there is no storm

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

The disciples panicked because the storm
threatened to destroy them all. It was a genuine
fear because their lives were at stake. Although
natural disasters can occur today, those aren’t the
storms that cause us distress from day to day.
“Storms” can come in other forms. Think about the
storms in our own life- the situations that cause us
great anxiety. It might be our job security. It might
be our children, who are entering their teens. It
could even be our marriage. Whatever the difficul-
ty, there are two options. We can worry and
assume that Jesus no longer cares for us, as the dis-
ciples did on that boat ,or we can resist fear and
put our trust in God.  

When we truly understand who God is, we will
realize that He controls both the storms of nature

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh

and the storms of the troubled heart. Jesus’ power
that calmed this storm can also help us deal with
the problems we face. Jesus is willing to help if
only we ask Him. The disciples lived with Jesus, wit-
nessed many great miracles He performed, and yet
they underestimated Him. They did not see that
His power applied to their very own situation.
After Jesus stopped the storm, He turned to the
disciples and asked them why they had such little
faith in Him. Are we the same as the disciples who
did not have the confidence that Jesus has the
solution to all the hardships that we face? The
next time we feel great anxiety over something
and want to go into panic-mode, we should first
confess our need to God and then trust Him to
care for us.
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TThhee RRaaiinn SSttoorrmm
Boys and girls, before we begin our Bible story

today, let’s pretend that we are sitting in a boat
together. Are you ready to come sit in my boat and
help me make a rainstorm? (Have students sit down
in their chairs, and softly pat their legs to make the
sound of light rain.) Say to the students, “Wow, I
think I hear light rain coming down from the sky.
Now I think it’s going to start raining harder.” (Ask
students to pat their legs harder.) Continue to say,
“And now l hear some thunder coming. Let’s clap
our hands to make thunder sounds. Look at the sky
(point to the ceiling), the rain has slowed down a bit.
(Ask students to pat their legs again gently.) Finally,
the rainstorm has stopped. (Ask everyone to rest
their hands in their laps! No more clapping or pat-
ting.) Is everyone still aboard the ship? I hope that
the rainstorm and the thunder didn’t scare you, and
that you are all still safe and sound! Today we are
going to pretend to ride in this boat while I tell you
the story about a strong storm that came while Jesus
was in a boat with His disciples.”

JJeessuuss aanndd HHiiss DDiisscciipplleess GGeett iinnttoo aa BBooaatt
In the previous lessons, we learned that Jesus

had chosen some disciples to help Him. Do you
remember what the disciples did? They followed
Jesus and learned from Him so that they could help
Him with God’s work. (The teacher can share that
there were twelve disciples in total even though the
lessons did not go through all the names.) One day,
Jesus and His disciples stopped by a lake to teach
many people. When Jesus finished teaching, He said
to His disciples, “Let’s go to the other side of the
lake.” So the disciples got into a boat and began to
take Jesus across the lake.  

Since Jesus spent so much time and energy
telling people about God, He was very tired, and
needed to rest. Soon He fell soundly asleep as the
disciples rowed the boat to cross the lake.
(Encourage children to make rowing motions with
their hands as if they were the disciples taking Jesus
across the lake.) 

As Jesus slept, suddenly the sky became dark
and the breeze became a strong wind (turn the class-

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

room light off as you tell this part of the story for
effect). The wind got stronger and stronger (play
CD or tape that has the sound of blowing wind or
the sea). Soon, the waves in the lake also became
higher and higher. The boat began to rock back
and forth (ask children to rock their body from side
to side). Then the big waves began to splash over
the sides of the boat. What would happen to your
clothes and body if the waves came splashing over
the sides of the boat? That’s right. Your clothes
would get all wet. But the waves didn’t just get the
disciples wet. Soon water started to fill the boat,
and the waves kept splashing and splashing. Soon
the boat was so full of water that it began to sink
lower. The disciples were really afraid now. Why
were they so scared? (Allow time for students to
respond.) That’s right! Their boat was sinking in
the middle of the strong wind and rain. They were
very afraid, because they thought they might all
die in the storm.

JJeessuuss SSlleeeeppss PPeeaacceeffuullllyy oonn tthhee BBooaatt
While everyone was frightened, can you guess

what Jesus was doing? (Wait for children to
respond.) He was still sleeping peacefully on the
boat. Even though the waves were crashing down
and the wind was blowing, Jesus did not seem to
notice. He didn’t look like He was even ready to get
up. Some of the disciples must have thought to
themselves, “How can Jesus still sleep? We are all
going to die because of the storm.” Finally, one of
the disciples woke Jesus up. They cried to Him,
“Wake up! Wake up! Don’t you care if the boat
sinks? We might all die!”

JJeessuuss CCaallmmss tthhee SSttoorrmm
Jesus woke up, and saw that the disciples were

really afraid. They were wet and they looked very
scared. Children, what do you think Jesus did next?
(Allow time for students to think and respond.)

He turned to the sea and said to the storm,
“Peace, be still!” And do you know what happened
after Jesus spoke to the wind and the water? As
soon as Jesus said those words, the wind stopped
blowing and rain stopped coming down. The wind
and the rain obeyed His order. The disciples saw
the waves become quieter and quieter. The water
stopped crashing against the side of the boat.
Soon, the water in the lake was smooth again (turn
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11.. WWhhyy wweerree JJeessuuss’’ ddiisscciipplleess aaffrraaiidd??  (There

was a big storm on the lake, and their

boat was about to sink. The disciples were

afraid that they were all going to die.)

22..  WWhhaatt wwaass JJeessuuss ddooiinngg wwhheenn tthhee bbiigg ssttoorrmm

ccaammee?? (Jesus was soundly asleep.)

33.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJeessuuss ddoo aafftteerr HHiiss ddiisscciipplleess wwookkee

HHiimm uupp?? (He spoke to the wind and the

rain, and told the storm to stop.)  

44.. WWhhyy ddooeess JJeessuuss hhaavvee tthhee ppoowweerr ttoo ssttoopp

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg tthhee ssttoorrmm?? (He is God Himself and He is

almighty.)

55.. WWhhaatt tthhiinnggss aarree yyoouu aaffrraaiidd ooff?? (Students

may share that they are afraid of storms,

big dogs, strangers, older children, etc.)

66.. WWhhaatt ddiidd yyoouu ddoo wwhheenn yyoouu wweerree ssccaarreedd

aatt tthhoossee ttiimmeess?? (Students’ answers may

vary.)

77.. AAfftteerr lliisstteenniinngg ttoo tthhiiss ssttoorryy,, wwhhaatt aarree yyoouu

ggooiinngg ttoo ddoo tthhee nneexxtt ttiimmee yyoouu ggeett ssccaarreedd??

(Ask Jesus to help us overcome our fear,

and trust that He has the power to do so.)

TThhee SSttoorrmm
It was a cold and gray winter day. Mr. and Mrs.

Marsh, Michelle, and John were sitting by the fire-
place after dinner. Every night after dinner, the
Marshes would pick a story from the Bible and take
turns reading the story. Tonight was Michelle’s turn
to pick. She looked and looked and finally decided to
pick the story about how Jesus calmed a storm. 

Everybody read a part of it. When they got to
the part when the big storm attacked the boat, John
said that it must have been scary to have been on
that boat.

Mrs. Marsh smiled at John and said, “That’s
right, John. The disciples were really scared, but
guess what? Jesus was with them, and He kept all of

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

them safe by asking the storm to stop. Jesus is amaz-
ing, isn’t He?”

After finishing the story, they all sang the hymn
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” and prayed
together.

When they were done with Bible story time, Mr.
Marsh said to John and Michelle, “Go brush your
teeth and get ready for bed now.”

“So early?” John said.
“You’ve got school tomorrow,” Mrs. Marsh said.
“Oh, okay,” John said.
Both John and Michelle climbed the stairs. John

went into his room and changed into his pajamas.
Then he brushed his teeth. Mrs. Marsh came upstairs
to tuck John in.

“Good night,” Mrs. Marsh said, and kissed him
on the nose. As she left, she turned off the lights and
shut the door gently.

It was very quiet in John’s room. It was also very

off CD or tape of sound effects and allow a few sec-
onds of silence). The stormy lake had now returned
to the normal and calm waters.

Jesus looked at the disciples and said quietly,
“Why were you so afraid? Didn’t you know that I
would keep you safe?”

The disciples were amazed by Jesus’ power.
Even the wind and waves listened to Him! That’s
because Jesus is God Himself!

Jesus showed His disciples that He truly cared

for them. Do you know that He also cares for you
and me and will help us when we are afraid? Let us
remember that Jesus will be with anyone who trusts
Him and asks for His help. He is all-powerful and full
of love, and He wants to be with us when we are
scared. (You may want to brainstorm situations that
might be frightening for the students.) Today’s les-
son teaches us that Jesus is our protector who keeps
us safe.
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dark. He could hear the wind blowing. He could also
see an old tree swaying outside his window. The
wind seemed to get stronger and stronger. All of a
sudden, John heard pitter-patter, pitter-patter. It
was raining! He huddled deeper into his blankets.
The wind began to howl. John was starting to get
scared. Then there was a loud rumble. Thunder
rolled. “Oh, no!” John said to himself. He got up
and ran to his parents’ room.

“Mommy, Daddy, it’s raining,” John said quiet-
ly as he peeked through their half-open door.

“We heard it. It is a little loud. We weren’t
expecting it to rain so hard tonight. Do you want to
stay here for a while?” Mr. Marsh asked.

“Yes,” John said, as he climbed in between Mr.
and Mrs. Marsh.

Someone was already there! It was Michelle.
“I was scared, too!” Michelle said.
“You don’t need to be scared,” Mrs. Marsh said.

“Do you remember the story we read tonight?”
“Yes, it was about how Jesus calmed the

storm,” Michelle said.
“Just like the storm we’re having now,” Mrs.

Marsh said. “Jesus’ disciples were scared, but not for
long. Jesus helped them.”

“Jesus will help us, too,” John said. John snug-
gled deeper into the blankets. 

Mrs. Marsh looked at her two children with a
warm smile, and patted them as they lay in the big
bed.

Then Mr. Marsh said to Michelle and John,
“Hey, kids, let’s get up and pray together.
Remember how Jesus asked the disciples why they
had so little faith in Him? Let’s ask Jesus to give
everyone courage, so we are not afraid anymore.”

John asked, “Daddy, should I ask Jesus to help
me sleep better?”  

“Sure, you can ask Jesus to give you a peaceful
heart,” Mr. Marsh replied.

“I’ll pray for the same thing too, Dad,” said
Michelle.

Mr. and Mrs. Marsh prayed with Michelle and
John, and they sincerely asked Jesus to give them
brave and peaceful hearts. After the prayer, John
opened his eyes and said, “Mommy, I think I feel
much better now.”

“Me too,” Mrs. Marsh said.
“Are you two ready to go back to your own

room to sleep now? Remember, there is nothing to

be afraid of. Jesus will keep us safe anytime and
anywhere,” Mr. Marsh added.

“Okay, Dad. I’ll take John to his room now.
Good night,” Michelle said as she held John’s
hand.

“Good night, Mom and Dad,” said John as he
leapt off the bed.

After fifteen minutes or so, Mrs. Marsh went
into Michelle’s and John’s rooms to check on them.
They were sound asleep and showed no fear. Mrs.
Marsh thanked God in her heart for giving the chil-
dren the faith and courage to overcome their fear.

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11.. WWhhaatt BBiibbllee ssttoorryy ddiidd tthhee MMaarrsshh ffaammiillyy rreeaadd

ttooggeetthheerr aafftteerr ddiinnnneerr?? (They read the story
about how Jesus calmed the storm.) 

22.. WWhhaatt eellssee ddiidd tthheeyy ddoo aafftteerr rreeaaddiinngg tthhee bbiibbllee
ssttoorryy?? (They sang a hymn and prayed togeth-
er.)

33.. WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd tthhaatt mmaaddee MMiicchheellllee aanndd JJoohhnn
ssoo ssccaarreedd tthhaatt tthheeyy rraann ttoo tthheeiirr ppaarreennttss’’ rroooomm??
(They were scared of the strong wind blowing,
heavy rain falling, and loud thunder outside.)

44.. WWhhaatt ddiidd MMrr.. MMaarrsshh aanndd MMrrss.. MMaarrsshh eennccoouurr--
aaggee tthheemm ttoo ddoo iinn tthheeiirr rroooomm?? (They asked
Michelle and John to pray together for Jesus
to give them courage.)

55.. HHooww ddiidd MMiicchheellllee aanndd JJoohhnn ffeeeell aafftteerr tthhee
pprraayyeerr?? (They felt much more peaceful inside
their hearts, and were able to sleep in their
own rooms knowing that Jesus would keep
them safe.)

66.. AArree tthheerree tthhiinnggss tthhaatt mmaakkee yyoouu ssccaarreedd?? WWhhaatt
aarree tthheeyy?? HHooww ccaann GGoodd hheellpp yyoouu?? (Allow stu-
dents to answer.)
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SSaaiill BBooaattss
Materials:
1. newspaper (blank paper will work too)
Directions:
1. Leave the newspaper folded in half (unopened

position).
2. Fold the corners down to the opening.
3. Fold both edges up.
4. Bring the ends together and flatten it sidewise.
5. Turn one corner up and then the other.
6. Again bring the ends together.
7. Flatten it sidewise. Then gently pull the ends

open.
8. As the students create this boat, review the

story of how Jesus calmed the storm as He and
the disciples were in the boat.

C AAccttiivviittyy 33

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

JJeessuuss CCaallmmss tthhee SSttoorrmm BBooookklleett
Have students cut out the page along the solid lines.
Then fold the book along the dotted lines. Read the
book with the students to review the story of how
Jesus calmed the storm. Have the students color in
the book.
1. Jesus and the disciples get into the boat.
2. Jesus falls asleep on the boat.
3. There is a storm and the disciples wake Jesus up.
4. Jesus speaks and the wind and rain stop.

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

JJeessuuss CCaann HHeellpp UUss WWhheenn WWee AArree AAffrraaiidd
Look at the pictures. How is each person afraid?
How can Jesus help us? In the last box, draw some-
thing you are afraid of and then ask God to help
you.
1. Your mother is sick.
2. You are lost.
3. There is a huge storm.
4. Students draw their own fear.
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Jesus Calms the Storm BookletAAccttiivviittyy 1100::11

Have students cut out the page along the solid lines. Then fold the book
along the dotted lines. Read the book with the students to review the story

of how Jesus calmed the storm. Have the students color in the book.

Jesus falls asleep on the boat.
There is a storm and the
disciples wake Jesus up.

Jesus and the disciples get
into the boat.

Jesus speaks and the
rain and wind stop.

fold here

fo
ld

 h
er

e



AAccttiivviittyy 1100::22 Jesus Can Help Us When We Are Afraid
Look at the pictures. How is each person afraid? How can Jesus

help us? In the last box, draw something you are afraid of and then
ask God to help you.

8844

1. Your mother is sick. 2. You are lost.

3. There is a huge storm. 4. What are you scared of?
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1111
OOvveerrvviieeww

SSccrriippttuurreess

Jn 5:1-15

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

Jesus can heal anyone because He is full of

power and compassion

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To thank God for His blessings; to know we can
pray to Him when we are sick

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“See, you have been made well.”
(Jn 5:14)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 crayons and markers
88 index cards
88 construction paper
88 scissors
88 yarn
88 hole punch
88 blankets, bandages, first aid

kit (optional)

Jesus Heals a
Crippled Man f

H H

TThhee PPooooll BBeetthheessddaa
The pool described in this story was called

Bethesda in Aramaic, meaning, “House of Mercy.”
Some manuscripts have the name Bethzatha, or
“House of the Olive.” Five porches, or porticos, had
been built adjacent to the pool. These provided a
shelter for the large number of sick people who
waited to benefit from the supposed healing qual-
ities of the pool’s waters.

JJeessuuss’’ HHeeaalliinngg MMiirraacclleess
This crippled man had been lame for thirty-

eight years. His problem had become a way of life.
No one had ever helped him. He had no hope of
ever being healed and he had lost any desire to
help himself. However, Jesus showed great com-
passion to him, and helped him walk. This was a
great miracle indeed. Jesus performed many of
these kinds of miracles- healing the blind, helping
the mute. And it is because of these miracles that
many came to believe and follow Christ. Similarly,
this man was delighted to be physically healed, but
Jesus was more concerned about helping him spir-

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb itually. He wanted the man to turn from his sins and
seek God’s forgiveness to be spiritually healed.
Jesus urged the man to show his gratitude by turn-
ing from sin and following the Lord. When Jesus
talked about sin and the forgiveness of sins, it was
often hard for the multitude to understand. Many
fell away as a result of His teachings. But while Jesus
is concerned about our physical well-being, He
wants to make sure we are first and foremost saved.
That was His purpose on earth.

TThhee JJeewwiisshh LLeeaaddeerrss
The healing of the crippled man took place on

the Sabbath. The Jewish leaders who saw the man
after he was made well were more concerned about
the man carrying his mattress on the Sabbath, than
the miracle itself. The Law of Moses taught that on
the Sabbath, no man or animal could work. Over
the years, the leaders had put together many differ-
ent rules to define what work meant. According to
them, carrying furniture was forbidden. So when
they caught this man carrying his own mattress,
they were not surprised he could walk, but that he
had the audacity to do work on the Sabbath.
Clearly, Jesus had not broken the Law; He had only
broken the rules the Jewish leaders had amassed.
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Children at this age take at face value God’s heal-
ing power. They believe because they have been told
that His love can make people well. Just as in today’s
story, it is easy for them to understand God and His
power because the crippled man was healed. 

However, when they encounter a personal situa-
tion, such as a grandparent who is very sick or a rela-
tive who has just passed away, they may have more
questions. Then, it may be hard for that child to
understand why God isn’t helping those around them. 

Although it is still difficult for them to truly under-
stand the complex way God works, we need to

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ
acknowledge their feelings. Tell your students that
God has His timing in all things, and we just need to
trust in Him. We also need to have patience as we
wait for God to answer our prayers. The crippled man
in today’s story, for example, waited for thirty-eight
years to be healed. This is also a good opportunity to
share some personal testimonies to make the situa-
tions real to the students.

As we explain, we also need to share that we can-
not always comprehend God’s plan for our lives.
Sometimes, things happen and they are not what we
wanted to happen. But God knows what is best for us
and will always help us. Even though we can’t always
see why things happen the way they do, in the end, it
is for the glory of God.

HHeeaall
to make someone well, so that person isn’t sick
anymore

CCrriipppplleedd
a person who cannot move his arms or legs

SSaabbbbaatthh DDaayy
the seventh day of the week, which is on Saturday; it is
a day of rest when we come to church and worship
God

BBlleessssiinnggss
all the good things we receive from God

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

This crippled man had been sick for a long
time- thirty-eight years to be exact. How lonely and
sad he must have been. He couldn’t move, and no
one looked after him. He probably did not have
any friends and he would have been a social out-
cast. Everyone who walked by probably thought he
was dirty and pathetic. And after thirty-eight years,
his situation looked hopeless. That is, until Jesus
appeared.

The Lord’s grace and love were sincere and
real. Jesus reached out to him, and made him walk.
This teaches us that no matter how trapped we
might feel in any situation, God can minister to our
deepest needs. We should not let a problem or
hardship cause us to lose hope. God may have spe-
cial work for us to do in spite of our condition. 

Jesus’ attitude was in great contrast to that of

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh
the Jewish leaders. It was a great miracle for this
man to be healed. However, the Jewish leaders
were more concerned about their petty rules. For
them, the laws had become stumbling blocks. It did-
n’t seem to matter to them that a man who had
been sick for most of his life had been made well.
They were more interested in making themselves
look pious and uphold the law.

Today, it is also easy to get  caught up in our
man-made structures and rules. We are so
engrossed in getting things done the “right way,”
that sometimes we forget the people involved. In
this miracle, Jesus not only helped a man, He also
taught one of God’s most important command-
ments: to love others as we would love ourselves. If
everything is done out of love, then there will be no
arguments or issues. Let us remember this golden
rule as we strive to imitate our Lord Jesus.
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Before the class begins, set up the following
items on the table for each child: 5 colored crayons or
colored markers, and a blank 3” x 5” index card. Write
in large letters on the board “GET WELL SOON.” As
the children arrive and sit down in their seats, have
them create their own “GET WELL SOON” postcard by
drawing simple pictures or designs they want. Say to
them, “Boys and girls, you are going to take about 5
minutes to make a simple ‘Get Well’ postcard. We are
making it for someone who has been sick for thirty-
eight years. Wow, that’s a long time, isn’t it? If you
were to write something to make this sick person feel
better, what would you put on the postcard? Use the
5 colored crayons or markers that are on your table to
decorate your card. (Give the students no more than
5-7 minutes to complete the task. For those who are
not done, they can finish it after the Bible story time.)
What did you draw or write to comfort this sick per-
son?” (Let them share what they wrote on the post-
card.) Today’s bible story is about how Jesus showed
His love and healed a crippled man who had been sick
for thirty-eight years.

JJeessuuss aatt tthhee PPooooll ooff BBeetthheessddaa
In the last few lessons, we learned about how

Jesus picked people to help Him. He needed help to
tell everyone about God. He also performed a great
miracle by calming the storm when His disciples got
scared. Jesus did not stop doing God’s work.

One day, Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and He
walked by a pool called Bethesda. This was not a pool
for people to swim in, but a pool that had healing
power. That means people thought that if someone
who was very sick got into the waters, that person
could get better. According to the people back then,
an angel would come down into the pool at a certain
time and stir up the water (make a stirring motion
with two hands and ask the children to do the same);
then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the
water, was going to get their illness completely
healed. That means that no matter how sick they
were, they would be all better as long as they got into
the water first. Boys and girls, if you were someone
who was sick, would you want to be the first one to
jump in the water to be healed? Of course! I would
want to be the first one to get in too. So you can

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

imagine that there would have been so many sick
people waiting around the pool. Some of them
were unable to see, some were unable to walk, and
some were unable to move. They were all waiting
there for the water to be stirred, so they could jump
in right on time!

TThhee MMaann WWhhoo CCoouullddnn’’tt WWaallkk
Now there was a lonely and crippled man who

lay in a corner of the pool. Being crippled means he
couldn’t walk. He was waiting for his turn to jump
in. But this man was very sick at that time, and he
couldn’t move or walk by himself at all. He had been
sick for a long, long time- thirty-eight years! He did-
n’t know anyone, and other people didn’t care
about him. So all he could do was lie there. Since no
one helped him to the water, he could not get to
the pool before anyone else every time the water
was stirred. All he could do was lie there and watch
other people get into the pool before he could.
Even though it had been many years, the man still
hoped that one day, someone might help him get
closer to the water.

JJeessuuss HHeeaallss tthhee CCrriipppplleedd MMaann
But after so many years, the man didn’t really

think anyone would help him. How would it be pos-
sible for him to ever get in the pool? But that day,
Jesus passed by that very pool. He saw what every-
one was doing. He looked around and saw this crip-
pled man, lying there with no one helping him. He
walked up and began talking to this man.

Jesus knew the man was sick for many years, so
He asked, “Do you want to get well?”

Of course the man wanted to be well!  But he
said, “There’s no one to help me into the pool.
When I try to get in, someone rushes in ahead of
me.”

Then Jesus said something amazing. He said,
“Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.”

If you were that man, what would you do?
Would you get up right away or would you just sit
there, thinking Jesus was just kidding? Well, the
man couldn’t believe what he had heard but obeyed
Jesus and got up.

Right away the crippled man felt very different.
In fact, he jumped up. He couldn’t believe it! He
could walk! He rolled up the mat that he had been
lying on all these years and started walking around.
He was well and he didn’t even have to get into the



8888

water. Jesus healed him with just His words. Oh,
what a big miracle Jesus had performed, to make
this sick and crippled man get up and walk. The
man was so happy that he was finally well. He was
so excited that he carried his mat around telling
everyone what just happened to him.

DDoo NNoott SSiinn AAnnyymmoorree
When Jesus helped this man, it was on the

Sabbath day. Sabbath is when we come to church
on Saturdays. Back then, no one was supposed to
do any work on that day. They could only go and
worship God at the temple. But this man was walk-
ing around carrying his mat. Some people stopped
him. They asked him, “Why are you carrying your
mat on the Sabbath day? Don’t you know you are
not supposed to carry that?”

The man answered, “I was sick and someone
healed me. He told me to pick up my mat and
walk.”

“Who is this person who made you well,”
asked the people.

But the man did not know it was Jesus because
by then, Jesus had already gone.

Later, the man saw Jesus at the temple. Jesus
said, “Now that you’re well, don’t sin anymore, or
something worse might happen to you.” That

means Jesus wanted him to do things that made
God happy from now on. Then the man knew that
it was Jesus who healed him. He went and told
everyone how much Jesus cared for him, and that
Jesus had made him well! 

Boys and girls, this crippled man who was
healed by Jesus must have felt very thankful to be
able to walk again. What a special blessing this
was! Can you think of any blessings that Jesus has
given to you or your family that you are very thank-
ful for? (Share your own blessing, and encourage
the children to talk about the different blessings
that they have received from God.) Thank you for
sharing! Now, do you remember the last thing that
Jesus said to this man? Jesus asked him to “Sin no
more!” Why is it important for all of us to NOT sin
anymore after getting so many blessings from
Jesus? (Wait for students to respond.) We don’t
want to make Jesus sad, because He cares so much
about us. It is just like Mommy and Daddy who are
very nice to you and take good care of you. Would
you want to do bad things to make them sad? No,
of course not! It’s the same with our Lord Jesus.
Let’s remember to count all the blessings we have
from God and make smart choices to be a good fol-
lower of God every day!

11.. HHooww lloonngg hhaadd tthhiiss ccrriipppplleedd mmaann bbeeeenn

ssiicckk??  (He had been sick for thirty-eight

years.)

22..  WWhhaatt ddiidd hhee wwaanntt bbeeffoorree hhee mmeett JJeessuuss??

(He wanted to be the next person to get

into the pool, so his sickness would be

healed.)

33.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJeessuuss ddoo wwhheenn HHee ssaaww tthhiiss ccrriipp--

pplleedd mmaann?? (Jesus walked up to him and

asked if he wanted to get well. Jesus

healed the man and had him pick up his

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg
mat and walk.) 

44.. WWhhyy ddiidd ssoommee ppeeooppllee ssttoopp tthhee mmaann wwhheenn

hhee ccaarrrriieedd hhiiss mmaatt??  (It was the Sabbath

day, and people were not supposed to do

any work on that day.)

55.. WWhhaatt wwaass tthhee llaasstt tthhiinngg JJeessuuss ttoolldd tthhee

mmaann nnoott ttoo ddoo??  (Jesus reminded the man

not to sin anymore.)

66.. HHaavvee yyoouu eevveerr bbeeeenn ssiicckk,, aanndd pprraayyeedd ttoo

GGoodd ttoo mmaakkee yyoouu bbeetttteerr?? WWhhaatt hhaapp--

ppeenneedd?? (Students’ responses may vary.)

77.. IIff yyoouu wweerree ccrriipppplleedd lliikkee tthhiiss mmaann,, aanndd

JJeessuuss mmaaddee yyoouu wwaallkk aaggaaiinn,, wwhhaatt wwoouulldd

yyoouu ddoo?? (Students’ responses may vary.)
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JJeessuuss,, tthhee BBeesstt DDooccttoorr
Tommy came home from school one day and

felt really sick. His head hurt. He felt hot and cold at
the same time. All he wanted to do was to go to
sleep. Tommy saw his mother in the kitchen.

“Hi, honey,” Mrs. Lewis said. “How was school
today?”

“School was fine, Mom,” Tommy  said, “but I
feel really sick.”

Mrs. Lewis walked up to Tommy and felt his
forehead. It felt hot.

“Tommy, you have a fever. When did you start
to feel like this today?” 

“My head has been hurting since recess today,
Mom,” said Tommy, “I started to feel really sick after
lunch at school.”

“Go to your room now and get changed. I will
come to take your temperature in a minute,” Mrs.
Lewis said.

After talking to his mom, Tommy went to his
room to change into soft and warm clothes. Mrs.
Lewis came into his room with a warm cup of water
and a thermometer. She checked his temperature. It
was close to 101 degrees.

“Not too good,” thought Mrs. Lewis. But she
didn’t say anything more, and just tucked Tommy
into bed. She pulled Tommy’s blankets up right
around his ears and gave him a warm smile.

Mrs. Lewis said, “Tommy, I’m going to make you
some hot soup and bring you up some medicine to
help with the fever. Right now, you can pray in your
heart to Jesus and ask Him to make you feel better.”

“Will Jesus make me feel better, Mom?” Tommy
asked.

“He sure will,” Mrs. Lewis said. “Jesus is the best
doctor there is.”

When Mrs. Lewis left, Tommy prayed in his heart
and really asked Jesus to help him feel less miserable.
He didn’t want to be sick. After a short while, Mrs.
Lewis came in to Tommy’s room with a delicious
bowl of chicken noodle soup as well as some medi-
cine. Tommy was so glad that his mom was home to
take care of him.

After he drank some of the soup, Mrs. Lewis
asked, “Did you pray, Tommy?”

“Yes, Mom. I really asked Jesus to help me feel

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

better soon. I feel terrible right now,” Tommy
replied.

Mrs. Lewis continued, “Remember when your
sister Julie got the stomach flu last time, we all
prayed for her, and she felt much better the next
day. Jesus listens to our prayers. Do you want me to
pray with you one more time before you go to
sleep?”  

“Sure, Mom! But I want to finish your noodle
soup first,” said Tommy.

Mrs. Lewis thanked God that at least Tommy
still wanted to eat. She watched him finish the
soup, and they knelt down together to pray. After
the prayer, Tommy was already feeling better. Mrs.
Lewis told Tommy to get some rest. She was sure
that Jesus had already listened to their prayers.

The next morning, Tommy woke up bright and
early. The sun shone through his window. Mrs.
Lewis came in to see how he was feeling.

“Tommy, you got up so early! Are you feeling
better today?” Mrs. Lewis asked.

Tommy said, “I sure am, Mommy. We prayed to
Jesus yesterday, and He really made me better.”

“Jesus cares a lot for you, Tommy,” Mrs. Lewis
said. She touched his forehead again, and this time
his body temperature felt normal. 

“Jesus really is the best doctor,” Tommy said.
“That’s right, Tommy! You should really thank

God for making you well so soon,” Mrs. Lewis
replied. 

“I’m going to share this with my friends at
school today. They all knew that I felt really sick
before I came home yesterday,” Tommy added.

“Praise God, Tommy! I am glad that you are
counting the blessings that God has given you.
Now, make sure you get changed and have break-
fast so you won’t be late for school,” Mrs. Lewis
said.

“Okay, Mom! I’ll be right there in the kitchen!”
Tommy was so happy to feel healthy again. As he
changed into his school clothes, he suddenly
hummed the tune “Jesus Loves Me,” a song that he
had learned at church last week. He was ready to
tell his friends at school how Jesus took good care
of him!

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt::
11..   WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd ttoo TToommmmyy aafftteerr hhee ccaammee hhoommee

ffrroomm sscchhooooll?? (Tommy felt sick.)
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TThhaannkk YYoouu HHeeaarrttss aanndd HHaannddss
Materials:
1. colored construction paper
2. markers and crayons
3. yarn
4. scissors
5. hole punch
Directions:
1. Provide each student with one piece of colored

construction paper.
2. Have your students place their hand on the

C AAccttiivviittyy 33

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

TThhee MMaann aatt tthhee PPooooll
Look at the pictures of the man at the pool. Talk
about what happened in each picture and fill in the
blanks.
1. The man at the _______ (pool) is lying there.
2. __________ (Jesus) talks to the man.
3. Jesus tells the man to get up and ________

(walk.)
4. The man is at the _________ (temple) telling oth-

ers what happened to him.

AAccttiivviittyy 22

JJeessuuss CCaann HHeeaall UUss
Look at each picture. How is each person feeling?
How can Jesus help them? How can they thank God?
1. Grandma is feeling very sick.
2. Your good friend is feeling sick.
3. A neighbor falls off his bike and is hurt.
4. Your sister is in the hospital.

RRoollee--PPllaayy
Materials:
1. blankets, bandages, ice packs, first-aid kits
Directions:
1.  The children can pretend to be nurses, doctors,

paramedics, and sick people.
2. Use plenty of props such as blankets, bandages,

ice packs, etc. Chairs can be lined up to make a
pretend ambulance.  

3.  The children can help people, like Jesus did.
They should tell their patients that God loves
them and cares for them. 

22.. WWhhaatt ddiidd MMrrss.. LLeewwiiss aasskk TToommmmyy ttoo ddoo bbeeffoorree
hhee wweenntt ttoo bbeedd?? (Mrs. Lewis asked Tommy to
pray and ask Jesus to make him feel better. She
also prayed with him together.)

33.. WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd tthhee nneexxtt mmoorrnniinngg?? (Tommy
felt much better and he didn’t have a fever
anymore.)

44.. WWhhaatt ddiidd TToommmmyy tteellll MMrrss.. LLeewwiiss hhee wwaass ggooiinngg
ttoo ddoo aatt sscchhooooll tthhaatt ddaayy?? (Tommy wanted to

tell all his friends about Jesus’ wonderful heal-
ing.)

55.. IIff yyoouu wweerree TToommmmyy,, wwoouulldd yyoouu tteellll yyoouurr ffrriieennddss
aabboouutt tthhee bblleessssiinnggss tthhaatt yyoouu hhaavvee ggootttteenn ffrroomm
JJeessuuss?? (Students’ responses may vary.)

66.. WWhhaatt aarree ssoommee ooff tthhee bblleessssiinnggss yyoouu hhaavvee
rreecceeiivveedd ffrroomm JJeessuuss?? (Allow students to
answer.)

paper and trace out two hand shapes.
3. Cut out the hands.
4. Draw two heart shapes of comparable size and

cut those out (you may wish to use other colors
for this shape).

5. Now each student should have two hearts and
two hands. They can decorate the shapes with
colors, designs or words (help them write
things like, “God can help us,” or “God loves
us.”)

6. Once the designs are finished, hole punch each
shape on both sides with two holes each.

7. Help the students string the shapes alternately
with the yarn. Knot the yarn at the ends to
help the shapes stay secure.

8. Encourage the students to hang their thank
you hearts and hands so they can remember
how much God loves them. They can also be
reminded to thank God with their hearts and
their hands (ie. through prayer).

C OOppttiioonnaall AAccttiivviittyy 

C



Look at the pictures of the man at the pool.
Talk about what happened in each picture and fill in the blanks.

The Man at the PoolAAccttiivviittyy 1111::11
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1. The man at the __________
is lying there.

WORD BANK
temple

pool
Jesus
walk

2. ______________ talks to the man.

3. Jesus tells the man to get up
and ___________.

4. The man is at the ___________
telling others what happened to
him.



Jesus Can Heal Us
Look at each picture. How is each person feeling? How can

Jesus help them? How can they thank God after they are well?

AAccttiivviittyy 1111::22

1. Grandma is feeling very sick. 2. Your good friend is sick.

3. A neighbor falls off his bike . 4. Your sister is in the hospital.
and is hurt.
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OOvveerrvviieeww

SSccrriippttuurreess

Mt 19:16-22; Mk 10:17-25

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

God wants us to love Him with all our heart and
mind

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To identify ways we can share our things to show
God we love Him

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“You shall love the Lord your God.”
(Deut 6:5)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 construction paper
88 clear sealing tape
88 markers and crayons
88 safety pins
88 scissors

Jesus Talks to a Rich
Young Man f

H H

TThhee RRiicchh YYoouunngg MMaann
When Jesus was about to leave Perea (“the

coasts of Judea by the farther side of Jordan,” Mk
10:1), a young man came running up to Him, eager
to learn how to obtain eternal life. The young man
was a ruler (Lk 18:18) with considerable wealth (Mt
19:22) and he was of high moral character (Mt
10:20). He said he had never broken any of the
laws Jesus mentioned (Mk 10:19), and perhaps he
had even kept the Pharisees’ strictly detailed ver-
sion of them. But Jesus lovingly broke through the
young man’s pride with a challenge that truly test-
ed his motivation: “Go your way, sell whatever you
have and give to the poor.” This challenge exposed
the barrier that could keep this young man out of
the kingdom: his love of money.

Jesus told this young man that his riches could
not buy treasure in heaven. In fact, Jesus knew as
long as the young man had his riches, they would
be his god. He told the young man to dispose of
anything that would hinder him, and then to “take
up the cross, and follow Me” (Mk 10:2). But the

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb promising young man turned away from Jesus and
“went away grieved” (Mt 10:22). Money represent-
ed his pride in accomplishment and self-effort.
Ironically, his attitude made him unable to keep the
first commandment, to let nothing be more impor-
tant than God (Ex 20:3). The man came to Jesus
wondering what he could do; he left seeing what
he was unable to do. 

TThhee CCoommmmaannddmmeennttss
When the rich young man asked Jesus what he

could do to be saved, Jesus mentioned six com-
mandments in Matthew 19:18. He tells the man,
“‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit
adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear
false witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother,’
and ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”
Interestingly, the commandments Jesus chose to
talk about all had to do with how one treated oth-
ers. Although the young man thought he had kept
these laws, his answer was obviously flawed. If he
had truly loved others , he would not have a prob-
lem sharing his riches with those who were in need.
Ultimately, he also could not truly love God (or keep
the first four commandments) since money was
more important to him.
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Kindergartners, as a group, are very loving peo-
ple. They like their families, friends, and teachers.
They are intrigued by the physical world; they are curi-
ous, open, and receptive. Help your children under-
stand that God has given us much to enjoy, and that
He wants us to love His gifts. But, more than all these
things, He wants us to love Him with all our heart! 

Talk to your students about how we can love God
with “all our heart.” Love is easy for the students to
say but hard to really understand. Share some exam-
ples first. Try asking them concrete questions like, “Do
you love your parents?” and then, “How do you love
your parents?” By talking about the different ways,
the students can begin to put together the word

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ “love” with their actions. Do the same thing by talk-
ing about how they can love God with their actions.
Ask them, “How can people know that you love
God?” They might answer simply, “Because we pray”
or “We come to church.” These are acceptable
answers since their minds are still growing.

After a brief discussion, give the students a piece
of pre-cut-out heart-shaped construction paper. Ask
them to draw or write down three things that they
can do to love God with all their heart. Encourage the
students to share what they drew or wrote down with
the class. Take this opportunity to emphasize that God
watches our heart, and He treasures every little effort
we make to love Him even more every day. Post these
hearts up in the class (or bring them home) to help
encourage the students each time they come to wor-
ship Him.

EEtteerrnnaall
forever, something that never ends

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

This lesson asks us a very important question:
What barriers are keeping us from turning our life
completely to Christ? To this rich young man, his
great wealth was his biggest obstacle to loving God
with all his heart. Do we ever feel the same way as
he did? What does our money mean to us?
Although Jesus wanted this man to sell everything
and give his money to the poor, this does not mean
that all believers should sell all their possessions.
Most of Jesus’ followers did not sell everything,
although they did use their possessions to serve oth-
ers. Instead, from the conversations between this
rich young man and Jesus, we learn that we must
not let anything we have or want keep us from fol-
lowing Jesus. We must remove all barriers in order
to fully serve God. If Jesus asked, could we give up
our house and move into a smaller one, trade in our
car and take the bus, reduce our level of income, or

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh our status? Our reaction may show our attitude
toward money.

To this young man, Jesus’ words pierced his
heart. The Bible records that he walked away with
a sad face. It was tough for him to hear the truth.
But in fact, Jesus was showing genuine love for this
man. True love is able to give tough to hear advice;
it doesn’t hover around the truth. Christ loved us
enough to die for us, and He also loves us enough
to be honest with us. If His love were superficial, He
would give us only His approval; but because His
love is complete, He gives us life-changing chal-
lenges to help us become better and stronger
Christians. The next time we come upon a chal-
lenge, we should have the courage to face it head-
on. Do we have some personal issues we need to
confront first? Do we need more strength from
God? He loves us so much that no matter what we
are facing, He will guide us, so long as we are faith-
ful.
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Before the lesson, give the students a pre-cut out
heart-shaped construction paper. Ask them to draw or
write down three things that they can do to love God
with all their heart. Encourage the students to share
with the class what they are drawing or writing down.
Then put them aside and begin the lesson. Tell them
that they will use the hearts later on in the story.

JJeessuuss TTaallkkss ttoo aa RRiicchh YYoouunngg MMaann
We learned from the past lessons that Jesus

went to many places to tell others about God. After a
while, many people had heard about Jesus and His
teachings.

One day, Jesus was going out on the road, and
all of the sudden, there was a young man who ran up
to Jesus, wanting to talk to Him. This man was very
rich- he had lots and lots of money and owned many
things. He had a beautiful house, good food to eat,
and nice clothes to wear. Today, if we had all those
things we would probably be very happy. Imagine if
you could buy any toy, any time you wanted to,
wouldn’t that make you very happy? Well, this man
could buy whatever he wanted so that should have
made him feel very happy. But he felt that he was
missing something because he still felt unhappy, even
though he could have everything. That is why he
came to Jesus. He came to Jesus and asked, “Teacher,
how can I be sure that I have eternal life? Please tell
me what to do!” This young man wanted something
that was even better than anything he had in this
world—he wanted to be able to go to heaven one
day. He knew heaven was something you could not
buy with money. So he asked Jesus how he could go
to heaven.

Jesus said to him, “God’s Word tells you what to
do. You know the Ten Commandments. It says, ‘Do
not kill people; do not hurt people; do not tell lies; do
not steal things; and love your father and mother.’
You should follow all of them.” What was Jesus
telling the young man? He was telling him that in
order to go to heaven, he needed to follow God’s
commandments. Do you remember what some of
those commandments are? (Take a few moments to
review them briefly.)

When this young man heard Jesus, he said, “Ever

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

since I was a little boy I have always followed these
rules.”

JJeessuuss TTeellllss tthhee MMaann ttoo SShhaarree HHiiss MMoonneeyy
Then Jesus looked at the man lovingly, and said

something else. But He said something that the man
was surprised to hear. Jesus said, “There is one rule
you have not followed—that is you must love God
more than anything else in this world. Here is what
you need to do to go to heaven: Sell whatever you
have and give your money to the poor who need it
to buy food, and then come follow me.” What was
Jesus telling the rich young man? Jesus told him to
share his money with the poor. That way, he could
really show God how much he loved him.

But when the rich man heard Jesus’ words, he
couldn’t believe it. He had a lot of money. How
could he give it all away? Imagine if you had a lot of
toys and Jesus asked you to give them away to other
children who didn’t have any toys. Would you share
your toys with them? (Allow students to share with-
out passing judgment.) Well, this young man knew
it would be very hard for him to share all his money.
So he shook his head sadly and walked away. He
walked away because he wanted to have eternal life
and be Jesus' follower, but he did not want to give
away his money and everything that he had. He
loved his money too much; He loved money more
than he loved God.

JJeessuuss WWaannttss UUss ttoo LLoovvee HHiimm CCoommpplleetteellyy
Jesus was sad, too. Children, why do you think

Jesus felt sad when the young man walked away?
(Encourage children to share.) Jesus was sad because
He knew that people cannot have eternal life unless
they love God more than anything else. This rich
man could not love God more than anything
because he loved his money most.

Boys and girls, now that we know what makes
Jesus sad, let’s think about another question- what
makes Jesus happy?  (Allow a variety of responses.)
The Bible tells us that Jesus is happy when we love
Him more than anything else. There are many things
we love to do, like play, eat, and swim. What are
some others things we really like to do? (Allow stu-
dents to answer.) We might like to watch television
or play video games. Those are fun things to do. But
most of all, Jesus wants us to love Him. We have
learned from the story that this young man couldn’t
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11.. WWhhaatt ddiidd tthhee yyoouunngg mmaann aasskk JJeessuuss?? (He

asked Jesus what he should do to get eter-

nal life.)  

22.. WWhhaatt iiss eetteerrnnaall lliiffee?? (Eternal life is life

together with God in heaven forever.) 

33.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJeessuuss tteellll tthhee yyoouunngg mmaann ttoo ddoo

iinn oorrddeerr ttoo rreecceeiivvee eetteerrnnaall lliiffee?? (He need-

ed to sell his things, give his money to the

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg poor, and come follow Jesus.)

44..  TThhee BBiibbllee ssaayyss tthhee yyoouunngg mmaann wwaallkkeedd

aawwaayy ssaadd aafftteerr JJeessuuss ttoolldd hhiimm ttoo sshhaarree hhiiss

tthhiinnggss.. WWhhyy?? ( He loved his money more

than anything and could not give it up.)

55.. WWhhaatt iiss iitt tthhaatt JJeessuuss wwaannttss uuss ttoo ddoo eevveerryy

ddaayy?? (He wants us to love Him with all

our heart every day.)

66.. HHooww ccaann wwee lloovvee JJeessuuss wwiitthh aallll oouurr hheeaarrtt

eevveerryy ddaayy?? (Allow students to answer.)

TThhee BBlluuee BBaallll
The Hayes family and the Sharp family were

having a picnic on a beautiful Sunday morning.
The children from both families went to the same
school. Cathy Hayes and Melissa Sharp had become
great friends in their first grade classroom, and
their younger sister and brother, Rachel and David,
played well together, too. The two families loved
to do things together on the weekend. The Hayes
have also been inviting the Sharps to go to church
with them so they would get to know God better.

On this day, Mr. Sharp and Mr. Hayes were
barbecuing some meat for lunch. Mrs. Hayes and
Mrs. Sharp were walking by the lake talking about
their children. Rachel and David were playing fris-
bee with Togo, the Hayeses’ dog.

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

Cathy was playing with Melissa by the lake.
They were looking at the birds swimming by. As
they looked, Melissa spotted a blue ball by the
table. She quickly ran over and picked it up.

“Hey, Cathy, let’s play catch,” said Melissa.
Cathy looked up at her friend. She couldn’t

believe her eyes. Melissa had grabbed her favorite
ball. Cathy had just gotten that blue ball as a pres-
ent from her parents. This blue ball was small
enough to hold in one hand, and could bounce very
high. Cathy liked the ball a lot. She even wrote her
name on it just in case it got lost. If someone found
it, he might return it to her.

“That’s my ball and you didn’t ask me if you
could play with it,” snapped Cathy as she ran to
grab the ball back from Melissa.

“I’m sorry, Cathy. I didn’t know it was yours,”
apologized Melissa.

“I don’t want to get it dirty, Melissa. It’s brand
new. I don’t even let my sister touch it,” explained

love God with all his heart because of the money he
had and the many things that he owned. Jesus does-
n’t want us to be like that. He wants us to love Him
more than anything. It doesn’t mean we can’t do fun
things we like. It means He wants us to show Him
with our actions every day that we care about Him a
lot. How can we show God we love Him with all our
hearts? (Brainstorm answers with students or bring
out the heart-shape activity prior to the lesson.)

Let’s remember what God wants us to do.
Today’s memory verse teaches us to love God with all

our hearts. Earlier we made this heart and we wrote
down things that show God we love Him. Let the
heart be a good reminder for everyone to do the
best they can to love God with all their heart.
Everyone should already have three things that
they drew or wrote down in the beginning of the
class to put their love for God in action everyday.
(Allow time for those who haven’t finished to write
down three things at the end of the class.) Next
time, we can share one thing we did to show God
that we love Him with all our heart.
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Cathy.
“That’s okay,” said Melissa. “We can play with

something else.”
Cathy felt bad that she wasn’t sharing.
“Well, I guess we could play with it for a while.

We just have to be very careful,” said Cathy.
Soon, the two girls were playing “Pepper” with

the blue ball, a game that requires players to throw
the ball very quickly back and forth to each other. It
was Cathy’s turn to throw the ball this time. Up it
went! The ball flew high in the sky toward Melissa,
but she missed it. The blue ball started bouncing
towards the lake!

“Oh, no!” Cathy cried as she ran towards the
ball, but it was too late. Cathy saw the ball rolling
down to the lake. She had lost her favorite ball.

Cathy was angry and she walked over to Melissa
and said, “Why didn’t you catch the ball, Melissa?
You saw it coming. Why did you miss it?”

Melissa said, “I couldn’t. You threw it too fast,
Cathy. I am sorry the ball went down to the lake.”

Cathy was mad that Melissa didn’t catch the ball.
Her voice got louder and she yelled, “If you had
caught the ball, it wouldn’t have fallen into the
water! It’s all your fault! We shouldn’t have played
with it in the first place. I shouldn’t have shared it.”

Melissa was sad when she heard Cathy say that.
She ran back to the bench and sat down. Cathy’s dad
overheard their conversation. He came and patted
Melissa on her back and told her that it would be
okay. Mr. Hayes then walked up to Cathy and sat
down beside her.

“Dad, I lost my blue ball,” Cathy said. “It fell into
the lake. It’s Melissa’s fault that this happened.”

Mr. Hayes said, “It seems like you care about the
ball a lot.”

“It was my favorite ball,” Cathy replied with
tears in her eyes.

“But you are pretty mad at Melissa. Jesus would
be sad that you did that. He wants us to share our
things and love one another too. It seems like you
care more about the ball than about what Jesus
wants.”

“That’s not true. I do care about what Jesus
wants. I just want my blue ball back,” Cathy said. 

Dad continued, “Don’t you think Melissa is sad,
too? It was an accident. I am sure Melissa didn’t miss
catching the ball on purpose. What you said to her
was not nice.”

“I can say sorry to her,” Cathy said with a low
voice.

“That’s a good start,” Mr. Hayes said, “Besides,
it is only a ball! We can always get you another one.
But you need to show us that you can share your
things and be someone who shows God’s love to oth-
ers!” 

Cathy was still a bit sad. But she knew her dad
was right. Jesus wouldn’t want her to keep every-
thing to herself. And He definitely wouldn’t want
her to be mad. Her friend was more important than
the ball. She walked over to where Melissa was sit-
ting.

“Sorry, Melissa,” said Cathy.
“That’s okay. Maybe we can play something else

instead,” suggested Melissa.
“Okay,” smiled Cathy as they ran off together.

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11.. WWhhyy wwaass CCaatthhyy mmaadd aatt MMeelliissssaa?? (Melissa didn’t

catch the ball in time and it fell in the lake.)
22.. WWoouulldd yyoouu bbee mmaadd iiff yyoouu wweerree CCaatthhyy?? WWhhyy oorr

wwhhyy nnoott?? (Allow students to answer.)
33.. IIff yyoouu wweerree MMeelliissssaa,, hhooww wwoouulldd yyoouu ffeeeell iiff yyoouu

mmiisssseedd tthhee bbaallll?? (Allow students to answer.)
44.. WWhhaatt ddiidd CCaatthhyy’’ss ddaadd,, MMrr.. HHaayyeess,, ttaallkk ttoo CCaatthhyy

aabboouutt?? (Mr. Hayes asked Cathy to say sorry to
Melissa and really show God’s love to others.)

55.. WWhhaatt ddoo yyoouu tthhiinnkk JJeessuuss wwaanntteedd CCaatthhyy ttoo ddoo??
(He wanted her to show love to others because
that is what He commanded us to do.)

66.. WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd ttoo bbootthh CCaatthhyy aanndd MMeelliissssaa aatt
tthhee eenndd?? (Cathy apologized to Melissa, and they
played together again.)

77.. IIss tthheerree ssoommeetthhiinngg tthhaatt iiss hhaarrdd ffoorr yyoouu ttoo sshhaarree??
WWhhaatt iiss iitt?? (Allow students to share.)

88.. WWhhaatt ddooeess GGoodd wwaanntt uuss ttoo ddoo wwiitthh oouurr tthhiinnggss??
(He wants us to share.)

99.. HHooww ddooeess sshhaarriinngg mmaakkee GGoodd hhaappppyy?? (It shows
that we love God because we are willing to
share.)
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II CCaann SShhaarree BBaaddggee
Materials:
1. construction paper
2. clear sealing tape
3. markers and crayons
4. safety pins
5. scissors
Directions:
1. Give each student a piece of construction

paper.
2. Draw and cut out a circle from the construction

paper that is no more than 3 inches in diameter.
3. Have the students write the words, “I Can

Share” on the circle.
4. Allow time for students to decorate the circle.
5. To “laminate” the badge, put clear sealing tape

around the circle.
6. Pin a safety pin through the paper and help to

pin the badge on the students. Encourage the
students to share with others the ways they can
share as they wear their badge.

C AAccttiivviittyy 33

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

WWhhaatt CCaann WWee SShhaarree??
Jesus wanted the rich young man to share his things
because he had so much. What are the things you
can share? Help the students brainstorm some
things on the board. Then distribute the page enti-
tled “I Can Share” and have each student draw the
things they can share. When we share, we make
Jesus happy.

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

FFoollllooww JJeessuuss
Look at the picture of the rich man. The man is
thinking about two things: his money and following
Jesus. Which one does Jesus want him to choose?
(following Jesus) Put an “X” over the other thing.
(money) Color in the picture.
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Look at the picture of the rich man. The man is thinking about two
things: his money and following Jesus. Which one does Jesus want
him to choose? Put an “X” over the other thing. Color in the picture.

Follow JesusAAccttiivviittyy 1122::11



I Can Share
AAccttiivviittyy 1122::22
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LLeessssoonn Review

f
WWhhoo AAmm II??
1. I was born in a manger in Bethlehem.

(Jesus Christ.)
2. We are Jesus’ earthly parents. (Joseph and

Mary.)
3. We are two elderly believers. We waited in

the temple and saw baby Jesus. (Simeon
and Anna.)

4. I wanted to have baby Jesus killed because
I didn’t want Him to grow up and become
a king. (King Herod.)

5. I was fishing with my brother Andrew all
night but we didn’t catch any fish. (Peter.)

6. I baptized Jesus in the Jordan River. (John.)
7. Jesus saw me under a fig tree even before

I met Him. (Nathanael.)
8. We were all scared when the storm hit the

boat we were on. We woke Jesus up so He
could save us. (The disciples.)

9. I could not walk for thirty-eight years but
Jesus helped me at the pool. (The man who
was crippled.)

10. I was very sad when Jesus asked me to
share my money with others who needed
it. (The rich young man.)

SShhoorrtt AAnnsswweerrss
1. Who came and told Mary and Joseph that

they would have a special baby? (An
angel.)

2. Who followed the star and went to the
manger to worship baby Jesus? (The shep-
herds.)

3. When Mary and Joseph thought they had
lost Jesus on the way home from
Jerusalem, where did they find Him? (They
found Him in the temple. He was asking
and answering questions about God and
His kingdom.)

4. What amazing thing happened after Jesus
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was baptized by John the Baptist? (God sent
His spirit down in the form of a dove and
God said that He was pleased with Jesus,
God’s Son.)

5. What happened after Jesus told Peter and
Andrew to throw their nets into the water?
(They caught a lot of fish, so much that the
boat was sinking.)

6. What did Jesus ask the fishermen to do after
catching so much fish? (He told them to fol-
low Him and become fishers of men.)

7. What did Jesus tell us not to worry about?
(He told us not to worry about what we are
going to eat or wear because He will take
care of all those things for us.)

8. How did Jesus stop the storm when He was
on the boat with the disciples? (He just spoke
and told the wind and rain to stop.)

9. How come Jesus can do so many miracles,
like heal the crippled man? (He is God and He
is powerful.)

10. Why was the rich man sad when Jesus asked
him to share his money? (He was very rich
and did not want to give his money away. He
loved his money more than God.)

FFoollllooww JJeessuuss
Materials:
1. posterboard
2. scissors
3. hole punch
4. markers and crayons
5. long shoelaces
Directions:
1. Give each student a piece of posterboard.
2. Place an athletic shoe onto the board and trace

the outline of the shoe. Cut out the pattern.
3. Help the students punch out 12 holes along the

middle of the “shoe” (6 on each side).
4. Help students string the shoelace in the holes.
5. Have students decorate the shoe. Encourage

the students to be a good follower of Christ,
with the shoe as a reminder.



SSeerrvviinngg GGoodd wwiitthh ggllaaddnneessss!!

“Praising God and having favor with

all the people. And the Lord added

to the church daily those who were

being saved.” 

(Acts 2:47)
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