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“For it is written, 

‘You shall worship the L ORD your God, 

and Him only you shall serve.’” Matthew 4:10
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““EEvveenn  aass  tthhee  SSoonn  ooff  MMaann  ccaammee  

nnoott  ttoo  bbee  sseerrvveedd  bbuutt  ttoo  sseerrvvee,,  

aanndd  ttoo  ggiivvee  HHiiss  lliiffee  aass  aa  rraannssoomm  ffoorr  mmaannyy..””  

((MMtt  2200::2288))

There is an inexpressible joy in serving that only those who love

the Lord Jesus can understand. Jesus Christ manifested His love

when He left His glorious kingdom and came to serve men.

Likewise, one of the best ways for us to demonstrate our love to

the Savior is to serve Him.

“But what are we to do?” you may ask. “We are still too young

to do anything important for God,” you may protest. Nevertheless,

we have to realize that God remembers even the smallest thing

that we do, such as giving a glass of water to a child. In this book,

we will talk about the many aspects of serving the Lord so that we

are prepared to be a useful vessel both now and in the near

future.
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SIX—BOOK SERIES AASSSSIIGGNNMMEENNTTSS//QQUUIIZZZZEESS

Please be reminded that assignments and

quizzes are NOT merely means to keep your stu-

dents busy. Rather, they serve as a tool to rein-

force what you have taught them and a way to

assess how much your students know about the

subject. Therefore, be sure to give your students

feedback as soon as possible on all the assign-

ments and quizzes so that they may learn from

their work.

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS

Questions are provided at the end of each lesson.

These are divided into three levels of difficulty.

Questions in level 1 are informational and students

can usually find the answers from reading the text.

Questions in level 2 require some explanation.

Questions in level 3 involve analysis, comparison,

or more extended writing. Depending on the class

level you are teaching, you may use any combina-

tion of questions from each difficulty level. For

example, if you are teaching “Footwashing” to

Elementary 2 students, you may include all the level

1 questions, two level 2 questions, and only one

level 3 question. However, if you are teaching

“Sabbath” to the Senior class, you may include

two level 1, two level 2, and all of the level 3

questions. Every lesson can be tailored to a spe-

cific class depending on how you mix and match

the questions.

GGRROOUUPP DDIISSCCUUSSSSIIOONN//AACCTTIIVVIITTYY

We encourage the students to be involved in the

class as much as possible through group discus-

sions. If possible, you may ask other instructors

or adult counselors to participate in the group

discussion as well. Group reports or presenta-

tions can help your students to remember the

material better. At the same time, you can find

out how much your students are learning. If the

group discussion or activity is not possible for

any reason, you may modify it into an individual

writing assignment.

**  AAllll  BBiibbllee  qquuoottaattiioonnss  aarree  iinn  NNKKJJVV.
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Footwashing

Due to the climate of the countries surrounding the Mediterranean Sea,
it was common for people to wear sandals or go barefoot while doing
their daily activities. Hence, the feet were constantly exposed and got
dirty easily. Footwashing, like eating and sleeping, became an essential
daily activity that one could not do without. This lesson will discuss the
origin of footwashing, from its historical practice to its present signifi-
cance in Christianity. The following is the historical background of foot-
washing and how it evolved from a social activity to a religious sacra-
ment.

According to various documents, pictures, and texts of the Ancient
Near East, footwashing was one of the daily activities within the cultural
milieu of Mesopotamia and ancient Egypt. The people provided water
to wash the feet of visitors as a form of greeting and as an expression of
hospitality. In the Old Testament, it was customary to wash one’s feet to
purify oneself prior to performing religious sacrifices. However, this foot-
washing was different from that established by the Lord.
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From the literary texts and historical records of
ancient Greece, it is clear that footwashing was a
part of their daily, social, and religious way of life.

AA..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  AANNDD  BBAATTHHIINNGG

In a poem written by Homer the protagonist,
Odysseus, washed in the ocean to remove his per-
spiration after a battle. Following his bath and a
footwashing, his feet were anointed with oil.

In the Grecian Baths, there were basins for foot-
washing as well as regular bathtubs. The last stage
of bathing was footwashing. In the days before
bathing was customary, people used a basin of
water to wash their feet. When they were finished,
they would dump the remaining water onto the
street.

BB..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  AASS  AA  FFOORRMM  OOFF
HHOOSSPPIITTAALLIITTYY

The work of Homer, The Odyssey, showed that foot-
washing was a customary form of greeting honor-
able guests. It was only when Eurykleia washed the
scarred feet of Odysseus that he was able to recog-
nize him.

CC..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  AASS  AA  RREELLIIGGIIOOUUSS  RRIITTUUAALL

As recorded in Homer’s Odyssey, Odysseus would
wash not only his own hands and feet, but also
those of his men, after he killed someone. For the
Greeks at that time, it was considered a form of
blasphemy towards the gods if one were to enter the
temple without washing one’s feet. Water basins
were provided in front of temples for people to
wash their feet, as at the temple of Aphaia in
Aegina. The term cleanliness and other terms relat-
ing to cleanliness were used in conjunction with
footwashing as a special form of religious ritual to
be performed before entering the temple.

11..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG IINN TTHHEE AANNCCIIEENNTT NNEEAARR EEAASSTT

22..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG IINN AANNCCIIEENNTT GGRREEEECCEE
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In general, Romans adopted Greek culture and their form of foot-
washing was similar to that of the Greeks.

AA..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  AANNDD  DDAAIILLYY  HHYYGGIIEENNEE
For the Romans, footwashing was an important part of their daily activi-
ties. If a person did not wash his feet for a day, he would be considered
uncivilized and harshly criticized. At dusk, after everyone had washed
their feet, they would then pour the water out onto the street. Anyone
unfortunate enough to be walking along the Roman street at night
would often be drenched by this dirty water.

BB..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  AANNDD  BBAANNQQUUEETTSS
The Romans were greatly influenced by Greek civilization. Preparing
water to wash the feet of guests in a banquet was one of their customs.

CC..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  AASS  AA  RREELLIIGGIIOOUUSS  RRIITTUUAALL
The Romans believed that people could only approach the gods if they
were fully cleansed. The ritual of footwashing before sacrificial offerings
was a significant act of religious cleansing.

DD..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  AANNDD  SSLLAAVVEESS
Footwashing was among the lowliest types of work performed by slaves
(often by females). In order to exert his authority, the tyrant Caligula
forced the elders of the Senate to wash his feet.

33..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG AANNDD TTHHEE AANNCCIIEENNTT RROOMMAANN EEMMPPIIRREE

DD..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  IINN  AA  SSOOCCIIOOLLOOGGIICCAALL  CCOONNTTEEXXTT

Footwashing was often the chore of female slaves, and was consid-
ered lowly work. However, if a free person washed the feet of others
willingly, it was a great expression of friendship. At home, washing
the feet of elderly family members was considered a form of respect.
Aristophanes’ Wespen mentioned the pride felt by a rich man when
his daughter washed and anointed his feet upon his return from a
day of hard work. Wespen also stated that since ancient times, the
role of footwashing and anointment was considered a woman’s task
and was held as a precious virtue.

44..  TTHHEE JJEEWWSS AANNDD TTHHEE CCUUSSTTOOMM OOFF FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG

The significance of footwashing in the lives of the Israelites was based on
the teachings of the Old Testament.

AA..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  AANNDD  BBOODDIILLYY  HHYYGGIIEENNEE
The Israelites did not have the privilege of bathing every day, since water
was scarce. Because of the mild Mediterranean climate, the people did
not require daily baths. However, daily footwashing was a necessary form
of hygiene. It was a comfort to return home and wash one’s feet at the
end of the day. (In 2 Samuel 11:8-13, David wanted Uriah to return
home from the war to wash his feet.) It was also the last cleansing act
before retiring to bed. After the feet were washed, the doors were closed,
the working garments were removed, and one went to sleep. After having
washed their feet, people were reluctant to open their door to visitors (c.f.
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Luke 11:5-13, the story of the visitor who came at midnight to borrow
some loaves of bread).

Since footwashing was a daily cleansing ritual, every family owned
storage tanks of water for this purpose. Most families used wooden or
clay water tanks, but wealthier families owned gold or silver vessels
(2 Tim 2:20).

However, for those who were experiencing great tribulations or deep
sorrow in their lives, garments were not changed nor did they bathe. The
crippled Mephibosheth did not care for his feet from the day David
departed from the city, until the day he returned safely (2 Sam 19:24).

BB..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  AASS  AA  FFOORRMM  OOFF  HHOOSSPPIITTAALLIITTYY
When guests paid a visit, it was customary to wash their feet as an
expression of hospitality and welcome. When the faithful old servant
went to take a wife for his master's son, he and his men were invited to
have their feet washed upon reaching the house of Laban (Gen 24:32).
Although the old servant insisted upon speaking about his master’s com-
mands before eating, he had to have his feet washed first.

Abraham’s hospitality towards the three strangers was a moving
story, for he stated “please let a little water be brought, and wash your
feet” (Gen 18:4). Even Lot, who had gone astray in Sodom, did not for-
get that footwashing was an expression of hospitality (Gen 19:1, 2). The
Israelite custom of footwashing as an extension of hospitality was pre-
served up until Jesus’ time (Lk 7:44). The anointment of feet with fra-
grant oil after footwashing was not a common act but one that
expressed the highest form of respect and honor (Lk 7:38, 46; Jn 12:3).

CC..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  AASS  AA  RREELLIIGGIIOOUUSS  RRIITTUUAALL
Cleansing was the primary ritual conducted before religious sacraments
(ref. Leviticus). The hands and feet were the parts of the body most easily
soiled. Therefore, washing the hands and feet was not only a daily ritual,
but later became accepted as a religious activity (Mt 15:20). In the Old
Testament, the function of the bronze laver in front of the tabernacle was
for the cleansing of the hands and feet of the priests before they made
burnt offerings (Ex 30:17-21).

DD..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  AASS  AA  FFOORRMM  OOFF  SSEERRVVIITTUUDDEE
The type of relationship between two people may be revealed by the act
of footwashing.

11..  FFoooottwwaasshhiinngg  ccoonndduucctteedd  oonn  mmaasstteerrss  bbyy  ssllaavveess
Washing the master’s feet was considered the lowliest form of
servitude, performed only by slaves in bondage. In Psalm 60:8,
“Moab is my washbasin” denotes the lowly act of foot- washing.
Hence, under the moral law of the Israelites, Jews who were
slaves did not have to wash the feet of their masters; however,
they could wash the feet of the master’s sons and their students.
“And if one of your brethren who dwells by you becomes poor,
and sells himself to you, you shall not compel him to serve as a
slave”(Lev 25:39).

22..  FFoooottwwaasshhiinngg  ccoonndduucctteedd  oonn  hhuussbbaannddss  bbyy  wwiivveess
The washing of the feet of husbands by wives was not consid-
ered a lowly task of servitude, but esteemed as an honor-able
expression of love. The daily household tasks to be performed
by wives included: grinding the flour, baking bread, washing the
laundry, cooking, weaving, nursing the young, and spreading
the bed covers for their husbands. If the wives had maids, the
daily chores of the wives were performed by them. However,
matters such as serving tea, spreading bed sheets, and washing

3
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the hands and feet of the husband were tasks too personal for
any maid to perform, even if there were sufficient maids.

Even today, orthodox Jewish women still abide by these
rules. When accepting David’s proposal of marriage, Abigail, a
beautiful and virtuous woman stated,“Here is your maidservant,
a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord” (1 Sam
25:41). This quotation has two meanings: on one hand, it
expressed her willingness to serve, and on the other, her humility
was evident by her immediate response when she “rose in
haste...and became the wife of David.”

In the event of a funeral within the family, the wife was not 
permitted to wash the feet of her husband. The custom at that 
time was that husbands and wives were not permitted to lie 
together during the period of mourning. In addition, wives 
could not wash the feet of their husbands during their monthly 
menstruation or “period of impurity.”

33..  FFoooottwwaasshhiinngg  aass  aa  ddeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn  ooff  ppiieettyy  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee                  
ffaatthheerr  bbyy  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn
Children showed their love and piety towards their father by 
washing his face, hands, and feet. In this context, footwashing 
was an act of love, not servitude.

44..  FFoooottwwaasshhiinngg  ccoonndduucctteedd  oonn  tthhee  rraabbbbii  bbyy  tthheeiirr  ppuuppiillss
The relationship between a Jewish rabbi and his student was 
similar to that of a master and his slaves. The pupils adopted 
the responsibilities of slaves, and foot washing was one of 
these responsibilities. However, the washing of the rabbi’s feet 
by the pupils was different in nature from that performed by 
slaves. The pupils washed the feet of the rabbi out of com-
plete respect and honor. However, the pupils that came from 
foreign lands did not have to perform footwashing, lest they 
be mistaken as slaves. The foreign pupils wore Tephillim to
identify themselves as students of the rabbi and not slaves.

The following case was recorded: Rabbi Jischmael (135 
B.C.) returned home one day and wanted to wash his feet. His 
mother insisted that she wash his feet, in order to express her 
respect towards her son. Jischmael refused, since he was afraid 
that he would break the fourth commandment (the sin of not
honoring one’s parents) if he permitted his mother to wash his 
feet. However, his mother then went to another rabbi to 
report the disrespect shown towards her by her son. In the 
end, her wish was granted, and she was allowed to wash
her son’s feet.

According to the custom of Jewish society, one would wash 
the feet of those individuals who were highly respected, even 
if they were not “officially” a rabbi. Simon the Pharisee 
referred to Jesus as “rabbi,” but did not wash his feet. He was
later reprimanded by Jesus for his inaction (Lk 7:36-50).

4



this, the disciples were sent out to preach to
others and to follow the examples set by Jesus.
In order to “have a part in Him,” they were
instructed to wash the feet of other disciples
who had already been baptized in the Lord
Jesus’ name. This was a once-in-a-lifetime
sacrament performed by the master on the new
disciples. However, the spiritual message of
footwashing would be continually preached.

5

55..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG IINN TTHHEE NNEEWW TTEESSTTAAMMEENNTT

The significance, mystery, and symbolism of footwashing as recorded in
the New Testament is presented in the following sections:

AA..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  IINN  TTHHEE  GGOOSSPPEELL  OOFF  LLUUKKEE  AANNDD  TTHHEE  PPAASSTTOORRAALL
LLEETTTTEERRSS

In Luke 7:44, the Lord Jesus praised the woman who washed His
feet and rebuked the rudeness of Simon for not providing water for
footwashing. He accepted the footwashing of this woman, a sinner;
this symbolized the salvation that He was extending to all mankind
(a Jewish man would normally accept footwashing only from his
slave, wife, children or students). The sins of this woman were forgiv-
en by her humble gesture.

In 1 Timothy 5:10, one of the duties of widows in the church
was footwashing. This included the washing of the feet of saints who
came from afar and was an expression of love and servitude
towards others.

BB.. TTHHEE  SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTT  OOFF  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  IINN  TTHHEE  BBOOOOKK  OOFF  JJOOHHNN

John chapter 13 (verses 4-12) records how Jesus Christ washed His
disciples’ feet the night before His crucifixion. Jesus Christ did not
give any explanation for this footwashing; it was an expression of
His love. He rose from the table, laid aside His garments, girded
Himself with a towel, and washed the feet of His disciples. When
Jesus came to Peter, he refused to allow Jesus to wash his feet.
According to Jewish custom, the master was never to wash the disci-
ples’ feet.

The act of footwashing by Jesus Christ was a significant one,
since this had never occurred before. Jesus washed His disciples’
feet after the meal was served and therefore was not meant to wel-
come the guests. Jesus Christ obviously was not the slave of His dis-
ciples, nor were His disciples His masters. Furthermore, this foot-
washing was not an expression of a wife’s love to her husband.

Peter strongly objected to the Lord Jesus washing his feet since
he was a strict follower of Jewish custom. When Jesus Christ replied,
“If I do not wash you, you have no part in me,” Peter quickly
replied, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” At
this moment, Peter may have regarded the Lord Jesus’ footwashing
as a religious rite (priests were required to wash their hands and feet
before performing sacraments); he therefore asked Jesus Christ to
cleanse his entire body. However, the Lord Jesus did not grant
Peter’s request to wash his hands and head; He differentiated this
particular footwashing from the cleansing rites of priests in the Old
Testament.

Just as Jesus Christ set an example for us by being baptized by
John the Baptist, the disciples also set an example for us by having
to receive footwashing from the Lord Jesus in order to “have a part
in Him.” Furthermore, those who had their feet washed by Jesus
were required to wash the feet of others. Jesus Christ conducted the
footwashing in the form of a sacrament, which the people at that
time could not understand. Even Peter, who had followed Him for
years, failed to understand the significance of this event.

Each disciple had his feet washed by Jesus. Therefore, the rela-
tionship between each individual and Jesus was strengthened. After

66..  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG AANNDD EEAARRLLYY

CCHHRRIISSTTIIAANNIITTYY

AA.. TTHHEE  SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTT  OOFF  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  AANNDD
IITTSS  CCEERREEMMOONNIIAALL  PPRRAACCTTIICCEE

Historical records describe the existence of the
sacrament of footwashing until the 11th or
12th century. After this, the churches of Ireland
abolished the sacrament.

According to the research of E. Peterson,
the disciples understood the relationship
between the sacraments of footwashing and
water baptism after they received the Holy
Spirit. The disciples then performed the sacra-
ment of footwashing in Antiochia. The sacra-
ment of footwashing later spread to Milan, until
the time of Ambrosius, the bishop of Milan
(333-397). However, due to the rising doubts
about the nature of the sacrament, opposition
grew within the church. Ambrosius defended
the importance of this sacrament against strong
opposition.

BB.. TTHHEE  SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTT  OOFF  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  AANNDD
TTHHEE  SSUUPPPPOORRTT  FFOORR  IITT  AASS  AA  CCEERREEMMOONNIIAALL
PPRRAACCTTIICCEE

Some priests believed that footwashing had the
effect of removing minor sins committed after
water baptism.

Theodore V. Mopsvestia from the Academy
of Antiochia believed that the sins of the apos-
tles (committed after receiving water baptism
from John the Baptist) were washed away by
Jesus when He washed their feet.

Gregor Von Nyssa (334-394) interpreted
the verse in the Song of Solomon “washed my
feet”(5:3) as the last cleansing act of the bride;
this prefigured the Lord washing the feet of His
disciples before His departure.

Clemens von Alexander, Hieronymus, and
Kyrillonas believed that the apostles were able
to succeed in spreading the gospel because
Jesus prepared them for their mission by wash-
ing their feet.

In the “Baptism Regulations of Milan,” the
sacrament of footwashing was highly regarded,
since it was a part of the baptism sacrament.
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Bishops conducted the baptisms, while other divine workers washed
the feet of the newly baptized.

Ambrosius wrote articles defending the ceremonial nature of the
sacrament of footwashing. He stated that only through divine reve-
lation of the Spirit of God could one understand the “ceremonial
nature” of the sacrament of footwashing. Even Peter, who had fol-
lowed Jesus for many years, could not understand the significance
of this sacrament. Later, Peter emphasized the importance of foot-
washing and regarded it as an essential part of water baptism. He
repeatedly told the believers that the footwashing practiced in the
Milan area was correct, whereas the abolishment of footwashing in
Rome was the result of deviation from the truth.

He also strongly rejected those who did not actually practice
footwashing and merely interpreted it as a symbolic gesture of the
Lord’s teachings to love one another, to serve, and be humble.

Other than the districts of Milan, literary records reveal that the
areas of Gallien, Ireland, and North Africa also practiced foot-
washing.

CC..  OOPPPPOOSSIITTIIOONN  AAGGAAIINNSSTT  TTHHEE  PPRRAACCTTIICCEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTT  OOFF
FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  

After the era of the apostles, the importance of the sacrament of
footwashing was in question. The greatest opposition came from
Origenes, a teacher from the Academy of Alexander, who declared
footwashing as merely symbolic. He believed that the importance of
footwashing came not from the actual practice of footwashing as
conducted by Jesus, but through the spiritual significance of the act
itself. Our sins were completely cleansed during baptism; it was not
through footwashing that sins were cleansed. If our sins were to be
cleansed through footwashing, then the importance of baptism
would be minimized. Christians should often practice the spiritual
teachings in washing one another’s feet in accordance to the Lord’s
command.

In his commentary of the Gospel of John, Origenes explained
the mystery of footwashing as follows: “disciples should have a
complete part in Jesus, since the Holy Spirit would dwell in them
after footwashing. Through footwashing, they were prepared for the
spreading of the gospel, because of the promise within the Bible:
‘How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings
good tidings, who publishes peace, who brings good tidings of
good, who publishes salvation’” (Rom 10:15; Isa 52:7).

The skepticism of Origenes is shared by modern theologians.
The focus on “symbol” and “mystery,” and the argument of the
“wisdom of God” versus the “wisdom of man” confused both
Origenes and modern theologians. Therefore, the sacrament of
footwashing was not understood correctly.

DD.. TTHHEE  DDIISSAAPPPPEEAARRAANNCCEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTT  OOFF  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG
IINN  TTHHEE  HHIISSTTOORRYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCHHUURRCCHHEESS..

Augustinus also did not believe that footwashing should be regard-
ed as a sacrament. His reasons for opposing footwashing were sim-
ilar to those of Origenes. While he was in Milan, he became famil-
iar with the practice of footwashing. He reported that some people
refused to receive footwashing on the same day as baptism because
they feared that the effectiveness of the baptism would be reduced.
There were even some who abolished footwashing from the list of



NN OO TT EE SS
church sacraments. However, there were still people who continued
to practice footwashing. 

Due to a predominance of “educated and wise people” in the
churches, the sacrament of footwashing came under question and
was eventually abolished. The wave of opposition against foot wash-
ing grew. This matter was not only analyzed and questioned by the-
ologians, but also discussed among the highest levels in the church-
es. In the year 306, a major church conference was held in Spain
where one of the topics discussed was the sacrament of footwashing.
In the end, the resolution “Canon Act 48” prohibited  bishops and
priests from performing footwashing for the newly baptized.
Therefore, the newly baptized did not need to have their feet washed
by the bishops or divine workers. This prohibition greatly affected the
practice of footwashing; since then, no trace of the sacrament could
be found in the records of the Spanish churches.

Until the Carolingian Period, the church regulations issued by
Rome were enforced everywhere. Footwashing, which was still per-
formed in France, diminished in practice. In the 11th and 12th cen-
turies, the Irish churches abolished the sacrament of footwashing.
Since that time, the True Jesus Church is the Christian church that
practices the sacrament of footwashing.

7

77..  TTHHEE SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTT OOFF FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG

The True Jesus Church performs three sacraments: water baptism, foot-
washing, and holy communion. A sacrament is defined by the following:
First, the Lord Jesus Christ instituted the act. Second, the Lord Jesus
commanded His disciples to perform it. Third, the act is directly related
to salvation.

AA.. TTHHEE  OORRIIGGIINN  OOFF  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG

11.. TThhee  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  wwaasshheedd  tthhee  ddiisscciipplleess’’  ffeeeett  aatt  tthhee  PPaassssoovveerr
((JJnn  1133::11--66))..

22.. TThhee  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  ccoommmmaannddeedd  HHiiss  ddiisscciipplleess  ttoo  wwaasshh  oonnee  aannootthheerr’’ss
ffeeeett  ((JJnn  1133::1122--1144))..

33.. TThhee  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  pprroommiisseedd  ttoo  bblleessss  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  ffoooott  wwaasshh--
iinngg  ((JJnn  1133::1144--1177))..

BB.. HHOOWW  TTHHEE  SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTT  OOFF  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  IINNSSTTIITTUUTTEEDD  BBYY
TTHHEE  LLOORRDD  JJEESSUUSS  DDIIFFFFEERRSS  FFRROOMM  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCUUSSTTOOMM
11.. TThhee  oorriiggiinnaall  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  ffoooottwwaasshhiinngg  wwaass  ttoo  cclleeaannssee  tthhee  ffeeeett  aanndd

ddeemmoonnssttrraattee  hhoossppiittaalliittyy..

22.. TThhee  LLoorrdd’’ss  ffoooottwwaasshhiinngg

a. Means that we must cleanse the filth of our hearts. The Lord
Jesus said, “You are clean, but not all of you” (Jn 13:10)
referring to Judas Iscariot (13:11).

b. Enables one to have a part with the Lord. Jesus Christ told
Peter, “If I do not wash you, you have no part in me” (Jn
13:8).

c. Footwashing is mystical in nature and retains spiritual
teachings as well as blessings for those who perform it.

CC.. TTHHEE  MMEEAANNIINNGG  OOFF  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG  GGIIVVEENN  BBYY  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD  JJEESSUUSS

Because the sacrament of footwashing given by the Lord does not
pertain to social customs, we must still perform it even when the cus-
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tom no longer exists. We may learn its intended spiritual teaching
and receive the promised blessing if we perform it in the name of
the Lord Jesus.

11.. TTeeaacchhiinngg
a. Footwashing signifies the great love of the Lord Jesus (Jn

13:1). We should love each other thoroughly just as the
Lord has loved us (Jn 13:34; Jer 31:3).

b. The Lord Jesus wants us to be holy.
i. He said, “He who has bathed does not need to

wash, except for his feet, but he is clean all over” (Jn
13:10).

ii. Those who have been baptized in the precious blood
of Jesus Christ receive the remission of their sins.
They must strive to live holy lives and figuratively
keep their feet from filth (1 Cor 6:11; Rev 22:14).

iii. Judas Iscariot was not clean. The Lord Jesus wanted
him to remove his evil heart by means of footwash-
ing. Unfortunately, although Judas accepted the
washing, he did not cleanse his heart with the word
of God. Judas thus fell into sin and had no part in
Jesus Christ (Jn 13:10, 11, 21-27).

iv. Believers who have been baptized and have accept-
ed the washing of the feet must keep themselves
holy. If they unfortunately sin, they must readily
accept the washing of the word of God and keep
holy for salvation (Prov 4:26, 27; Eph 5:26, 27;
Jn 17:17, 19).

c. The Lord Jesus wants us to be humble and to serve one
another.
i. The disciples had argued over who was the greatest

among themselves. The Lord Jesus taught them a
lesson of humility by washing their feet (Mt 20:20-
28).

ii. The Lord said, “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another’s feet” (Jn 13:14).

iii. We believers must bear in mind the Lord’s foot-
washing and be humble, willing to serve others (Mk
10:42-45; Mt 20:28).

d. The Lord Jesus wants us to forgive others.
i. Despite Judas’ intention to betray the Lord, Jesus

Christ washed his feet, hoping that he would repent.
This shows the forbearance and forgiveness of Jesus
Christ (Jn 13:11, 21). If there is misunderstanding,
resentment, or ill-treatment among the brethren, we
must learn from the love of the Lord and forgive (Col
3:12, 13; Mt 18:21-35).

22.. TThhee  bblleessssiinngg  iimmpplliieedd  iinn  ffoooottwwaasshhiinngg
a. The Lord Jesus blesses and gives grace to those who

believe and accept footwashing, for He said, “If I do not
wash you, you have no part in me” (Jn 13:8).

b. Every word from the Lord Jesus is faithful, effective, and
of power and authority. This is the reason why Peter was
alarmed and requested that his feet, hands and head
also be washed by Jesus Christ (Jn 13:8, 9; Mt 24:35;
Jn 12:48).



DD.. TTHHEE  WWAAYY  TTOO  CCOONNDDUUCCTT  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG

11.. TThhee  SSaaccrraammeenntt  ooff  FFoooottwwaasshhiinngg
a. In order to have a part in the Lord Jesus Christ, every

newly-baptized person must receive this sacrament in the
name of the Lord. The Lord Jesus said, “He who receives
whomever I send receives me” (Jn 13:20). A minister per-
forms the sacrament in the name of the Lord Jesus and
the one who receives this receives the footwashing given
by the Lord.

b. The newly baptized must believe the word of the Lord and
accept the sacrament of footwashing. They must make
the determination to walk in the righteousness of God. If
they commit sin, they should be willing to listen to the
correction of the brethren and receive the cleansing
through the word of God. By so doing, they will be holy
and preserve their fellowship with the Lord (Jn 13:7; Eph
5:26, 27).

c. The newly baptized must keep in mind the important
teachings implied in the sacrament. They must constantly
learn from the great love, humility, and forgiveness of the
Lord Jesus.

22.. MMuuttuuaall  ffoooottwwaasshhiinngg
a. Believers may wash one another’s feet in humility (Jn

13:14; Lk 7:44; 1 Tim 5:10) even after they themselves
have already received footwashing administered by
church ministers.

b. In a place where no such custom exists, believers should
practice the spirit and teaching of mutual footwashing in
their daily lives (cf. 2 Cor 3:6).

EE.. TTHHEE  SSEEQQUUEENNCCEE  OOFF  EEVVEENNTTSS  DDUURRIINNGG  FFOOOOTTWWAASSHHIINNGG

The actions of the Lord Jesus during footwashing implies the fol-
lowing spiritual teachings:

11.. HHee  rroossee  ffrroomm  HHiiss  sseeaatt::  HHee  ddeeppaarrtteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  tthhrroonnee  iinn  hheeaavv--
eenn  iinn  oorrddeerr  tthhaatt  tthhee  WWoorrdd  wwaass  mmaaddee  fflleesshh  ((PPhhiill  22::66--88;;  JJnn
33::1166;;  AAccttss  22::3300))..

22.. HHee  llaaiidd  aassiiddee  HHiiss  ggaarrmmeennttss::  HHee  ffoorrssooookk  tthhee  gglloorryy  iinn  hheeaavveenn..
33.. HHee  ggiirrddeedd  HHiimmsseellff  wwiitthh  aa  ttoowweell::  HHee  aassssuummeedd  tthhee  lliikkeenneessss  ooff  aa

sseerrvvaanntt..
44.. HHee  wwaasshheedd  tthhee  ddiisscciipplleess’’  ffeeeett::  HHee  ccaammee  ttoo  sseerrvvee  tthhee  ppeeooppllee

((ccff..  JJnn  1133::440055;;  PPhhiill  22::55--88;;  MMtt  2200::2288))..
IIff  wwee  eevveerr  wwiisshh  ttoo  ccoorrrreecctt  ffeellllooww  bbrreetthhrreenn,,  wwee  sshhoouulldd  
lleeaarrnn  ffrroomm  tthhee  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss’’  hhuummiilliittyy  aanndd  ssppeeaakk  wwiitthh  ggeennttllee--
nneessss  aanndd  ccoommppaassssiioonn  ((MMtt  1111::2299;;  11  TThheessss  22::1111,,  1122,,  44::66))..

1A. Why did the people in ancient Greek wash their
feet?

1B. When did the ancient Romans wash their feet?

1C. Why did the Jews wash their feet?

1D. In Jewish society of the Old Testament period, who
used to perform the footwashing? Who were the
ones that received the washing?

1E. Why did Jesus reprimand Simon (the Pharisee who
invited Jesus to his house) but praise the sinful
woman (Lk 7:36-50)?

2A. Why was the footwashing recorded in Luke 7:36-
50 a special circumstance? 

2B. Why was the footwashing recorded in John 13: 4-
12 unusual?

2C. How is the sacrament of footwashing different
from the Jewish custom of footwashing?

2D. What are the four meanings of footwashing?

2E. What is the proper way to conduct footwashing?

3A. Why did some people oppose the sacrament of
footwashing?

3B. In the course of church history, how did the sacra-
ment of footwashing disappear?

3C. What spiritual teachings can we learn from the
Lord’s washing of His disciples’ feet?

3D. Why is footwashing essential to one’s salvation?

9

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
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WWHHAATT WWOOUULLDD YYOOUU SSAAYY??
OObbjjeeccttiivvee:: To demonstrate the understanding of the doctrine of foot-
washing by engaging in a group debate

1. Answer all the questions to the previous page. Memorize all those
answers that can help you respond to another non-TJC Christian.

2. Form two debate groups, one representing the True Jesus Church
and the other Christians of another denomination that do not
believe in footwashing.

3. Allow 10 minutes for each team to prepare and rehearse for the
debate.

4. The two teams should be seated facing each other. Allow one
member from each team to speak at a time. Be sure to keep the
order and volume at a reasonable level during the debate.

5. Counselors may assist when necessary. Stop the debate at the end
of the allocated time period. If time allows, switch the roles of the
two teams and begin another debate. After the debate, take some
time to discuss any issues that came up.

6. Conclude and pray.

10

GGRROOUUPP DDIISSCCUUSSSSIIOONN//AACCTTIIVVIITTYY
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AA.. OONNEE  SSEENNTT  FFOORRTTHH,,  CCHHOOSSEENN  TTOO  BBEE  SSEENNTT  WWIITTHH  AA  SSPPEECCIIAALL
CCOOMMMMIISSSSIIOONN  AASS  TTHHEE  FFUULLLLYY  AAUUTTHHOORRIIZZEEDD
RREEPPRREESSEENNTTAATTIIVVEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  SSEENNDDEERR

1. Chosen among the chosen (Mk 3:13-15; Lk 6:12, 13; Jdg
7:3-7)

BB.. TTHHEE  WWOORRKKEERRSS  OOFF  GGOODD

1. Sent forth to preach (Jn 20:21-23; Mk 16:15, 20)
2. Given the power to heal illnesses and to cast out demons

(Ps 62:11; 1 Cor 4:20)

11..  TTHHEE DDEEFFIINNIITTIIOONN OOFF AANN AAPPOOSSTTLLEE

13

The
Twelve

Apostles

MT 10:1-4; MK 3:16-19; LK 6:14-16
1. Peter (Simon)
2. Andrew
3. James (the son of Zebedee)
4. John (the son of Zebedee)
5. Philip
6. Bartholomew (Nathaniel)
7. Matthew (Levi)
8. Thomas (Didymus)
9. James (the son of Alphaeus)
10. Simon (the Zealot)
11. Judas (Thaddaeus, the son of James)
12. Judas (Iscariot, betrayer)

* Other apostles: Matthias (Acts 1:24-26); Barnabas
and Paul (Acts 14:14)

AA.. TTHHEE  SSIIGGNNIIFFIICCAANNCCEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  NNUUMMBBEERR
““TTWWEELLVVEE””—RREEPPRREESSEENNTTSS  TTOODDAAYY’’SS  BBEELLIIEEVVEERR
WWHHOO  PPOOSSSSEESSSSEESS  TTHHEE  AAPPOOSSTTLLEESS’’
QQUUAALLIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN
1. Twelve springs (Ex 15:27)—a living and

dynamic faith, filled with the words of God
(Ps 1:2, 3) and the Holy Spirit 

2. Twelve precious stones (Ex 28:16-21)—on
the breastplate of the High Priest (Lord Jesus),
most beloved by the Lord Jesus, possess spiri-
tual beauty and glory, has divine nature and
virtues (Ezek 1:26-28; 
1 Pet 3:1-5)

3. A crown of twelve stars (Rev 12:1)—heavenly,
the light in the darkness, the star which leads
people to Jesus Christ, the glory and the
crown of the Lord (Gen 22:17; Dan 12:3;
Phil 2:14-16)

4. Twelve pearly gates (Rev 21:12-21)—the
messengers of God, possess perfect truth,
with hearts open to the four corners of the
Earth, loving all races (Rom 1:14, 15)

5. Twelve foundations (Rev 21:14, 19, 20)—the
foundations and the pillars of the church
(Eph 2:19, 20; 2 Chron 3:15-17; Gal 2:9)

BB.. BBEELLIIEEVVEERRSS——>>  DDIISSCCIIPPLLEESS——>>  AAPPOOSSTTLLEESS

Three levels of faith represented by:
1. The Israelites at the foot, halfway up, and at

the top of the mountain (Ex 24:1-18)
2. The outer court, the sanctuary, and the Most

Holy (Heb 4:16; 9:1-5)
3. The outer limits of the garden, inside the gar-

den, and in the depths of the garden (Mt
26:36-39; Lk 22:39-41)

CC.. TTHHEE  TTHHRREEEE  AAPPOOSSTTLLEESS  CCLLOOSSEESSTT  TTOO  TTHHEE
LLOORRDD  JJEESSUUSS  CCHHRRIISSTT  ((LLKK  88::5511;;  99::2288;;  MMKK
1144::3322,,  3333))

22..  TTHHEE TTWWEELLVVEE AAPPOOSSTTLLEESS
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33..    TTHHEE AAPPOOSSTTLLEE PPEETTEERR

14

Bible Study: Mt 4:18-24, 14:22-36, 16:13-28, 17:1-8, 24-27, 26; Lk
22; Jn 6:66-69, 13:1-7, 18, 21

AA.. BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN
1. He was the son of Jonah (Mt 16:17)
2. His original name was Simon (meaning “hearing”). The Lord

changed it to Peter. In Greek, it means “stone” (Mt 16:17, 18).
Sometimes, he is also called Cephas, which is Aramiac (1 Cor
15:5).

3. He was one of the first four apostles chosen by the Sea of
Galilee. He was a fisherman (Mk 1:16-20).

BB.. PPEETTEERR’’SS  QQUUAALLIITTIIEESS::
1. He recognized his own unworthiness (Lk 5:8; Acts 10:25, 26).
2. He had a child-like faith, a simple belief. He was obedient (Mt

4:18-20, 17:4, 24-27; Lk 5:4-6; Jn 13:8, 9).
3. He was straightforward, affectionate, and generous (Mt 26:31-

35; Lk 5:1-3).
4. He had a sensitive conscience—recognized his own shame (Lk

22:61; Jn 21:7).

CC.. PPEETTEERR’’SS  SSPPIIRRIITTUUAALL  TTRRAANNSSFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN::
1. He denied the Lord Jesus three times but he changed into one

who loved Jesus Christ the most (Mk 14:66-72; Jn 21:15-17).
2. He was proud and self-assured but he changed into someone

who relied on God (Lk 22:31-34; 1 Pet 5:5, 6).
3 He was lazy in prayer but he later became known as the “pray-

ing apostle” (Lk 9:32; Mt 26:40-46; Acts 3:1, 10:9).
4. He was timid but he was later filled with spiritual boldness and

preached for the Lord (Mt 26:69-75; Acts 4:13-19, 12:4-7).
5. He once followed the flesh but changed into one who obeyed

the Spirit (Mt 16:21-23; Acts 10:19, 20).
6. He lived according to his own will but realized he needed to

submit to God’s will (Jn 21:18, 19; Gal 5:16-24).
7. He was stubborn but later became a living stone (Mt 16:18,

19; Gal 2:9; 1 Pet 2:4, 5).

DD.. OOTTHHEERR  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN::
1. Peter died for the Lord Jesus. According to legend, he was cru-

cified upside down on a road in Rome.
2. He was a pillar of faith and an apostle of the Jewish world. His

acts are recorded in Acts 1-12. He also wrote 1 and 2 Peter.

44..  TTHHEE AAPPOOSSTTLLEE AANNDDRREEWW

Bible Study: Jn 1:19-42, 6:1-15, 12:12-22; Mk 13

AA.. BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN
1. Andrew is a Greek name meaning “manly.” Be manly in faith (1

Cor 6:13, 14)
2. He was Peter’s younger brother.
3. He and John were the earliest followers among the twelve (Jn

1:35-42).
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BB.. TTHHEE  FFIIRRSSTT  FFAAIITTHH  ((HHEEBB  33::1144))
1. Longing for the Lord and desiring to abide with Him (Jn

1:35-39; Ps 32:1, 2; Isa 26:8, 9)
2. Firmly believed that Jesus Christ is the Messiah (Jn 1:41)

CC.. TTHHEE  AAPPOOSSTTLLEE  WWHHOO  LLOOVVEEDD  TTOO  LLEEAADD  OOTTHHEERRSS  TTOO  CCHHRRIISSTT
1. He went and found his brother (Jn 1:41); saved family and

relatives first (Acts 10:24); he had the spirit of “finding” (Lk
15:4, 8). Unexpectedly, he led the most precious vessel of
the kingdom of God to Christ.

2. He led a little boy to the Lord (Jn 6:8, 9).
3. He led the greeks to Jesus (Jn 12:20-22). He had a great

heart that desired every Gentile to be saved (Rom 1:14, 5; 2
Pet 3:9)

DD.. CCOONNCCEERRNNEEDD  AABBOOUUTT  TTHHEE  TTEEMMPPLLEE  AANNDD  TTHHEE  SSIIGGNNSS  OOFF  TTHHEE
LLAASSTT  DDAAYYSS  ((MMKK  1133::11--44))
1. Be concerned about the future of the church (Ps 113:6).
2. The end of all things draws near—be awake and prepared

(1 Pet 4:7, 8; 2 Pet 3:10-14)

EE.. HHEE  BBEECCAAMMEE  AA  MMAARRTTYYRR
According to early tradition, he even preached the gospel to the
nations near the Black Sea, was finally crucified on an X-shaped
cross and died after two days. While in deep agony, he still wit-
nessed Jesus Christ to the people who stood by the cross.

NN OO TT EE SS

55..  TTHHEE AAPPOOSSTTLLEESS JJAAMMEESS AANNDD JJOOHHNN

Bible Study: Mt 4; Mk 1; Lk 9; Jn 13, 19; Acts 12

AA.. TTWWOO  SSOONNSS  OOFF  ZZEEBBEEDDEEEE  ((MMTT  44::2211))
1. Family background—well-to-do fishermen by the Sea of

Galilee (Mk 1:20); acquainted with the high priest (Jn
18:15, 16); probably had a house in Jerusalem (Jn 19:27)

2. A great mother—Salome (Mt 27:56; Mk 15:40)
a. Could be the sister of Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ

(Jn 19:25)
b. Had strong faith toward the kingdom of the Lord Jesus

and hoped her sons would be highly rewarded (Mt
20:20-23)

c. A woman who loved the Lord deeply
d. Dedicated her own treasure for the ministry of the Lord

(Mt 27:55, 56; Lk 8:1-3)
e. Stood under the cross to share the sorrow and pain of

the Lord (Mk 15:40; Jn 19:25)
f. Prepared ointment to anoint the body of the Lord (Mk

16:1, 2)
g. Willingly offered two sons (maybe her only two) to the

Lord

BB.. TTHHEE  AAPPOOSSTTLLEE  JJAAMMEESS
1. One of the four Jameses in the New Testament (Mt 10:3,

13:55; Mk 15:40)
2. The quietest apostle among the three apostles whom Jesus

loved (Prov 17:27; Eccl 5:2, 3)
3. Transformed from self-centered to self-sacrificing (Mk 10:35-

40; Acts 12:1, 2; Lk 9:23)
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CC.. TTHHEE  AAPPOOSSTTLLEE  JJOOHHNN
1. Hebrew name, means “The Lord has been gracious”
2. Transformed from “Son of Thunder” to the “Apostle of Love”

(Mk 3:17; Lk 9:49-56; Jn 13:23-25). His hot-tempered,
fiery, and selfish personality was entirely converted to a
meek, kind, and compassionate spirituality (Col 3:9, 10; 1
Pet 1:4-11).

3. Perpetual love for the Lord Jesus (Jn 19:25-27; Rom 8:35-
29). He suffered for the Lord on the island of Patmos (Rev
1:9).

4. The pillar of love (Gal 2:9; 1 Jn 2:15-17, 3:11-18, 4:7-
5:3; 2 Jn; 3 Jn)

5. The youngest and the first of the apostles to follow the Lord
lived the longest of all the apostles—to about 100 years old
(Jn 21:21-23).

6. Early tradition says that the last sermon of the elderly apostle
John consisted of only one sentence spoken from his feeble
and weak body, “Little ones, love one another.”(LK 13:6-9)

66..    TTHHEE AAPPOOSSTTLLEE PPHHIILLIIPP

Bible Study: Jn 1:43-46, 6:4-7, 12:20-22, 14:6-11

AA.. BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN
1. Hebrew name, means “Lover of horses”
2. One of the four Philips in the New Testament (Mk 6:17; Lk 3:1;

Acts 6:5)
3. From the city of Bethsaida (Jn 1:44); the Lord chose five apos-

tles from this blessed and glorious city

BB.. PPHHIILLIIPP’’SS  EEXXCCEEPPTTIIOONNAALL  QQUUAALLIITTIIEESS
1. Simplicity—Though he was not a disciple of John the Baptist

and hadn’t received any formal theological training, or seen
any miracles performed by the Lord Jesus, he believed that
Jesus Christ is the Messiah (Jn 1:43, 45)

2. Affectionate and loved his friends (Jn 1:45, 46). “Come and
see” (Jn 4:28, 29)

3. After he was filled by the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, he
preached the gospel in Asia Minor. According to legend, he
was scourged and hung on a stone pillar.

CC.. PPHHIILLIIPP’’SS  WWEEAAKKNNEESSSSEESS
1. Lost faith when he encountered difficulty; did not know to rely

on the Lord; only thought of solving problems through human
methods (Jn 6:4-7; 2 Cor 5:7)

2. His recognition of the Lord was not deep enough (Jn 14:6-11);
complacent after encountering the Messiah, failed to pursue a
deeper understanding of the Lord (Hos 6:3; Col 1:9, 10)

3. Lack of determination in doing right—failed to comprehend the
Lord Jesus’ heart (Jn 12:20-22; Rom 12:2)



Bible Study: Mt 9:9-13; Mk 2:13-17; Lk 5:27-32

AA.. BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN
1. Son of Alphaeus (Mk 2:14); Matthew—Greek name meaning

“gift of Yahweh,” Hebrew name: Levi, meaning “united.”
2. Tax collector, a pawn of the Roman government; oppressed,

cheated, and extorted people’s money (Lk 19:8). Despised in
society and considered equal with sinners, prostitutes, and
Gentiles (Mt 9:11, 18:17, 21:31)

BB.. MMAATTTTHHEEWW’’SS  EEXXCCEELLLLEENNTT  EEXXAAMMPPLLEE
1. Forsook everything and followed the Lord Jesus (Lk 5:27, 28)

a. Left a lucrative profession, despised the wealth of the
world, and counted Christ as of surpassing worth (Phil 3:7,
8)

b. Committed himself to depart from the pleasures of sin; was
willing to suffer with the Lord Jesus (Heb 11:24-27)

2. Opened the door of his house, prepared a great feast for the
Lord Jesus Christ, and invited his unbelieving friends to hear
the gospel of salvation (Lk 5:27). He also dedicated his own
house as a place of worship and for spreading the gospel (Mk
2:1-4; Acts 18:24-26; Rom 16:3-5).

3. Put down the pen of accounting and took up the pen of the
gospel (Rom 12:1). Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and
his personal witnessing, he wrote the ageless masterpiece—the
Gospel according to Matthew—that introduced the life of
Christ and His teachings to the Jews.

4. After he was filled with the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost,
he preached the gospel in Africa and finally died for the Lord
Jesus in Egypt.

88..  TTHHEE AAPPOOSSTTLLEE MMAATTTTHHEEWW
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77..    TTHHEE AAPPOOSSTTLLEE BBAARRTTHHOOLLOOMMEEWW

Bible Study: Jn 1:45-51; Rom 2:25-29

AA.. BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN
1. Son of Tolmai, also named Nathaniel, a good friend of Philip

BB.. BBAARRTTHHOOLLOOMMEEWW’’SS  EEXXCCEEPPTTIIOONNAALL  QQUUAALLIITTIIEESS
1. Straightforward and quick to speak (Jn 1:46). Being straightfor-

ward is fine, but we should be slow to speak (Jas 1:9).
2. A true Israelite, in whom was no guile (Jn 1:47, 2:21-25);  true

Jew (Rom 2:28, 29), without any hypocrisy (Mt 23:27)
3. Spiritual cultivation—under the fig tree (Jn 1:48); rabbis often

meditated and prayed under a fig tree.
4. A simple faith—at first, judges the Lord Jesus by His outer

appearance (2 Cor 5:16), but after meeting Him, Bartholomew
changed his attitude completely (Jn 1:49, 50, 4:16-19, 29). He
regarded the Lord as Christ and King (Lk 1:46).

5. After he was filled with the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost,
an early account says he preached the gospel in Armenia,
Mesopotamia, and Egypt. Finally, he died as a martyr.

NN OO TT EE SS
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Bible Study: Jn 11, 14, 20

AA.. BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN
1. Hebrew name means “the twin,” also called Didymus in

Greek

BB.. WWEEAAKKNNEESSSSEESS  IINN  TTHHOOMMAASS’’  CCHHAARRAACCTTEERR  AANNDD  FFAAIITTHH
1. Spoke irresponsibly and in an ungodly way (Jn 11:15, 16;

Prov 13:3, 21:23; Eph 4:29, 5:3, 4)
2. Had a wandering heart (Jn 14:5; Heb 3:7-11)
3. Doubted (Jn 20:25-27; Heb 11:1, 6; Jas 1:5-8)

CC.. TTHHOOMMAASS’’  TTRRAANNSSFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN
1. After being filled with the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost

(Acts 1:13), he was totally transformed. Some accounts say
he preached in Persia and India, and was finally killed for
the Lord Jesus with darts.

99..  TTHHEE AAPPOOSSTTLLEE TTHHOOMMAASS

1100..    TTHHEE AAPPOOSSTTLLEE JJAAMMEESS ((TTHHEE SSOONN OOFF AALLPPHHAAEEUUSS))

Bible Study: Mk 3, 15, 16

AA.. OONNEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  FFOOUURR  MMEENN  NNAAMMEEDD  JJAAMMEESS  IINN  TTHHEE  NNEEWW
TTEESSTTAAMMEENNTT;;  AALLSSOO  CCAALLLLEEDD  ““JJAAMMEESS  TTHHEE  LLEESSSSEERR..””  NNOONNEE  OOFF
HHIISS  WWOORRDDSS  AANNDD  DDEEEEDDSS  WWEERREE  RREECCOORRDDEEDD  IINN  TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLEE..

BB.. HHEE  HHAADD  AA  MMOOTTHHEERR  WWHHOO  LLOOVVEEDD  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD  JJEESSUUSS  DDEEAARRLLYY——
MMAARRYY  ((PPOOSSSSIIBBLLYY  AA  RREELLAATTIIVVEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD’’SS  MMOOTTHHEERR))
1. Great mothers who gave birth to great sons

-Jochebed (Num 26:59; Heb 11:23, 24)
-Hannah (1 Sam 1, 2)
-Eunice (2 Tim 1:5; Acts 16:1, 2)

2. Shared the suffering of the Lord Jesus beneath the cross (Mk
15:40)

3. Prepared ointment to anoint the Lord Jesus’ body (Mk 16:1)

CC.. AAFFTTEERR  TTHHEE  DDAAYY  OOFF  PPEENNTTEECCOOSSTT,,  HHEE  WWAASS  FFIILLLLEEDD  WWIITTHH  TTHHEE
HHOOLLYY  SSPPIIRRIITT  ((AACCTTSS  11::1133))..  EEAARRLLYY  TTRRAADDIITTIIOONN  RREEPPOORRTTSS  TTHHAATT
HHEE  PPRREEAACCHHEEDD  IINN  JJUUDDEEAA  AANNDD  FFIINNAALLLLYY  WWAASS  SSTTOONNEEDD  TTOO
DDEEAATTHH  BBYY  TTHHEE  JJEEWWSS  FFOORR  TTHHEE  GGOOSSPPEELL..
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1111..    TTHHEE AAPPOOSSTTLLEE SSIIMMOONN ((TTHHEE ZZEEAALLOOTT))

AA.. BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN
1. The Zealots were a political party among the Jews, also called

Patriots. They resisted the Roman government and were willing
to shed blood and sacrifice their own lives for freedom.  At that
time there were also the Herodians, another political party (Mk
3:6). There were three major religious parties among the Jews:
Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes.

2. True freedom and peace (Jn 8:32-36; Mt 11:28, 29):
Revolution of a nation or transformation of human hearts  does
not come through violence, which the Zealots often resorted to
(Ezek 36:26, 27).

3. One of the nine Simons in the New Testament (Mt 4:18,
13:55, 26:6, 27:32; Lk 7:40; Jn 6:71; Acts 8:9, 9:43)

4. The Bible teaches us to be good citizens (Rom 13:1; 1 Tim
2:1, 2). However, we should be more concerned with the future
of the kingdom of God (Ps 122:6; Acts 1:6-8) than the politics
of this world.

BB.. SSIIMMOONN’’SS  TTRRAANNSSFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN
1. According to tradition, after Simon was filled with the Holy

Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, he preached the gospel in Africa
and was finally sawed in two for the sake of the Lord Jesus
(Heb 11:37).
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1122..    TTHHEE AAPPOOSSTTLLEE JJUUDDAASS ((TTHHEE SSOONN OOFF JJAAMMEESS))

AA.. BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN
1. Also named Thaddaeus (Mt 10:3), meaning “wisdom.”
2. The Bible only records one statement he made (Jn 14:21-24):

“Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to
the world?"
a. There is true wisdom in speaking less (Prov 10:19, 20,

17:27, 28, 25:11)
b. Recognized his own unworthiness (Jdgs 6:15, 16; 2 Sam

7:18, 19)
c. Wished others would receive the same blessings of salva-

tion (1 Cor 9:23, 10:33)
3. Some early accounts say that after being filled with the Holy

Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, he preached in Armenia and
Syria. Finally, he became a martyr for the gospel.

1133..    TTHHEE AAPPOOSSTTLLEE JJUUDDAASS ((IISSCCAARRIIOOTT))

AA.. BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN
1. The only non-Galilean; Iscariot was located in the land of

Judea.
2. He did not believe from the beginning (Jn 6:64, 65) but the

Lord Jesus still gave him a chance to change.

BB.. AANN  HHOONNOORRAABBLLEE  NNAAMMEE  BBEECCOOMMEESS  AABBHHOORRRREENNTT
1. Judas—a Hebrew name meaning “praise,” but because of

his betrayal, his name became abhorrent (Ecc 7:1).
2. Listed last among the apostles
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CC.. CCHHAANNGGEEDD  HHIISS  MMOOTTIIVVAATTIIOONN,,  SSIINNKKIINNGG  IINNTTOO  TTHHEE  DDEEPPTTHHSS  OOFF
GGRREEEEDD,,  UUNNWWIILLLLIINNGG  TTOO  RREEPPEENNTT  ((RROOMM  22::33--66))
1. Greedy for money (Jn 12:5, 6; Eph 5:5)
2. Greatest concern was money, not the Lord Jesus (Lk 16:13-15;

1 Tim 6:6-10)
3. His greed produced covetousness; craved the thirty pieces of

silver (Jn 12:1-6; Mt 26:12-14; Zech 11:12, 13)

DD.. CCOOMMPPLLEETTEELLYY  LLOOSSTT  HHIISS  CCOONNSSCCIIEENNCCEE,,  BBEETTRRAAYYEEDD  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD
JJEESSUUSS  AANNDD  HHIISS  FFRRIIEENNDDSS  ((11  TTIIMM  11::1199,,  2200;;  22  TTIIMM  33::11--55))
1. His manner of betrayal was heartless and cruel: He betrayed

the Lord Jesus with a kiss (Mt 26:48; Lk 22:47, 48).

EE.. AAWWOOKKEE  TTOOOO  LLAATTEE  AANNDD  WWAASS  DDEESSTTRROOYYEEDD  BBYY  SSAATTAANN,,  LLOOSSTT
EEVVEERRYYTTHHIINNGG  ((MMTT  2277::22--55;;  AACCTTSS  11::1133--1188))
1. Lost thirty pieces of silver
2. Lost his life
3. Lost the honorable name and office of apostleship
4. Lost eternal life and the heavenly reward
5. Lost his soul in the eternal fire (Jn 17:12)

FF.. WWOOUULLDD  BBEE  BBEETTTTEERR  IIFF  HHEE  HHAADD  NNOOTT  BBEEEENN  BBOORRNN,,  TTHHEE  MMOOSSTT
PPIITTIIFFUULL  AANNDD  MMIISSEERRAABBLLEE  LLIIFFEE  ((MMTT  2266::2244))
1. Treasure our lives—do not be foolish and love the world (Eccl

11:9, 10, 12:1-7, 13, 14)
2. The most foolish people in the Bible: Lot, Esau, Achan,

Samson, Saul, Solomon, Gehazi, Judas, Demas.

1144..    CCOONNCCLLUUSSIIOONN

AA.. TTHHEE  TTWWEELLVVEE  AAPPOOSSTTLLEESS  HHAADD  MMAANNYY  GGOOOODD  QQUUAALLIITTIIEESS  TTHHAATT
PPLLEEAASSEEDD  GGOODD,,  BBUUTT  TTHHEEYY  AALLSSOO  HHAADD  MMAANNYY  WWEEAAKKNNEESSSSEESS  LLIIKKEE
UUSS  ((JJAASS  55::1188..))  WWEE  SSHHOOUULLDD  IIMMIITTAATTEE  TTHHEEIIRR  VVIIRRTTUUEESS  AANNDD  LLEEAARRNN
FFRROOMM  TTHHEEIIRR  SSHHOORRTTCCOOMMIINNGGSS  ((PPHHIILL  44::88,,  99;;  HHEEBB  1133::1177))..

BB.. BBEESSIIDDEESS  JJUUDDAASS,,  AALLLL  OOFF  TTHHEE  AAPPOOSSTTLLEESS  GGRREEWW  SSTTEEAADDIILLYY  IINN
TTHHEEIIRR  FFAAIITTHH  BBYY::
1. The edification of the words of the Lord (1 Pet 1:22-25; 2:1, 2)
2. The inspiration of the great love of the Lord Jesus (1 Jn 4:11, 19)
3. The infilling and power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8; Isa 32:15)

CC..  TTHHEEIIRR  CCHHAARRAACCTTEERRIISSTTIICCSS,,  PPEERRSSOONNAALLIITTIIEESS,,  TTHHOOUUGGHHTTSS,,  SSPPEEEECCHH,,
AANNDD  DDEEEEDDSS  WWEERREE  TTOOTTAALLLLYY  TTRRAANNSSFFOORRMMEEDD::
1. From a dry and dead rod to the Rod of God (Num 17:1-11)
2. From a lowly vessel to a noble vessel (2 Tim 2:20-22)
3. This is also true for us today, for God does not show favoritism to

anyone (Acts 10:34, 35; Rom 2:7-11).

DD.. MMOOSSTT  OOFF  TTHHEE  AAPPOOSSTTLLEESS  WWEERREE  MMEENN  OOFF  LLOOWWLLYY  SSTTAATTUUSS  AANNDD
LLIITTTTLLEE  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN,,  BBUUTT  GGOODD  MMAADDEE  TTHHEEMM  RRIICCHH  IINN  FFAAIITTHH  AANNDD
IINN  SSPPIIRRIITTUUAALL  WWIISSDDOOMM  ((AACCTTSS  44;;1133;;  11  CCOORR  11::2266--2299;;  JJAASS  22::55))..
1. The same holds true today; a man’s worldly education and status

has little to do with the degree of God’s usage of him. God is
seeking those who possess exceptional spiritual qualities and are
willing to surrender their lives unconditionally to Him so that He
can transform them to become precious vessels to accomplish
great work (Ps 14:1-3; Ezek 22:30).
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EE..  TTHHEE  AAPPOOSSTTLLEESS  WWEERREE  WWIILLLLIINNGG  TTOO  FFOORRSSAAKKEE  EEVVEERRYYTTHHIINNGG
AANNDD  FFOOLLLLOOWW  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD..
1. They despised the world as refuse and counted Christ to be of

surpassing worth. They upheld the correct philosophy of life
and labored toward the goal of eternity. Ultimately, they suf-
fered and died for the Lord, but they lived the most glorious
and valuable lives. They received eternal life and the reward in
heaven (Mt 19:27-30; 2 Cor 4:16-18).

FF.. WWOORRLLDD  EEVVAANNGGEELLIISSMM  IINN  TTHHEE  LLAASSTT  DDAAYYSS  DDEEPPEENNDDSS  UUPPOONN  TTHHEE
WWOORRKKEERRSS  WWHHOO  PPOOSSSSEESSSS  TTHHEE  AAPPOOSSTTLLEESS’’  SSPPIIRRIITT  AANNDD
QQUUAALLIITTIIEESS..
1. We need self-sacrifice, courage, fearlessness, even unto the

point of death; and the determination to preach to every corner
of the world and save souls to repay the love of Christ (Mt
19:20; Mk 16:15-20).

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS

1A. What does it mean to be an apostle?

1B. Describe how we also possess the apostles’ qualifications based
on the significance of the number “twelve.”

1C. Who are the three apostles closest to the Lord?

1D. List the twelve disciples and the meaning of their names (if avail-
able).

1E. How was Peter different before and after his spiritual transforma-
tion?

2A. How is a disciple different from an apostle?

2B. With the exception of Judas Iscariot, how did the apostles grow in
their faith?

2C. How did Judas Iscariot fail as an apostle?

2D. What is the one thing most of the apostles had in common (in
terms of their background)? What can we learn from it?

3A. Among the twelve apostles, who had qualities that you admire the
most? Please explain.

3B. What is the most important element you consider as necessary for
one to be called an apostle? Why?
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GGRROOUUPP DDIISSCCUUSSSSIIOONN//AACCTTIIVVIITTYY

IINNTTEERRVVIIEEWW  WWIITTHH  TTHHEE  TTWWEELLVVEE  AAPPOOSSTTLLEESS
OObbjjeeccttiivvee:: To demonstrate the students’ knowledge of the apostles by
preparing biographies of them

1. Assign one apostle to each student. In case the class has more
than 12 students, two students may work together as a team. 

2. Allow 15 minutes for the students to study the Bible references and
compile a short “autobiography” of the apostle he/she is assigned
to.

3. Have the students sit in a circle. 

4. The instructor will act as the host who will ask a set of questions so
that the rest of the class will get to know not only the background
of each apostle but also their personalities (if available). See sam-
ple questions below.

5. Be sure to maintain a friendly atmosphere and invite the whole
class to ask each other questions.

6. Conclude and pray.

SSaammppllee  qquueessttiioonnss::
a) What do you think was your most significant contribution to the

ministry of Jesus Christ?

b) Why did you decide to follow Jesus Christ?

c) What are some of the most unforgettable moments when you were
with Jesus Christ?

d) What do you think Jesus Christ liked the most about you?

e) What is one thing about yourself that you believe Jesus Christ was
disappointed in?

f) Did you ever think of leaving Jesus Christ when you encountered
hard times?

g) What did your family think about your following Jesus Christ?

NNoottee::

Some of the answers do not have direct references from the Bible,
but the students may make inferences based on their understand-
ing of the apostle.
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Nehemiah’s brother, Hanani, reported to him that “the wall of
Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire” (Neh
1:3). There can be little doubt that the direct cause of the fallen
state of the walls was the incident recorded in Ezra 4:8-23:
Artaxerxes had given Rehum and Shimshai authority to make the
men stop work, and so “they went in haste to the Jews at Jerusalem
and by force and power made them cease” (Ezra 4:23). Nehemiah
was cupbearer to this same Artaxerxes and evidently in sufficiently
high favor to be able to influence the king’s policy and secure per-
mission to return to Judah and remedy the situation. He returned in
444 B.C., the king’s twentieth year, and was governor for twelve
years (Neh 2:1, 5:14). Whether he was a resident in Jerusalem for
the whole duration of his governorship is not known (see Neh 5:14,
13:6). During his governorship, he rebuilt the walls of the city in the
face of strong external opposition (Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem)
and embarrassing internal difficulties (Neh 1-6). He established a
covenant with the people to be more zealous in their religious prac-
tices and instituted a number of social reforms, including an
increase in the population of Jerusalem and an attempt to deal with
the problem of mixed marriages.

11..  SSUUMMMMAARRYY

22..  OOUUTTLLIINNEE OOFF TTHHEE BBOOOOKK

A period of one hundred years is depicted in Ezra-
Nehemiah (538 to 432 B.C.) from the first return from
the Babylonian Captivity up until the end of the period
of Nehemiah’s activity.

* In Susa, Nehemiah hears news concerning the
plight of Jerusalem (1:1-4) 

* The prayer of Nehemiah (1:5-11)
* Nehemiah receives a leave of absence and full

power of authority (2:1-10)
* The beginning of the construction of the walls after

Nehemiah’s tour of inspection and announcement.
The derision and opposition of Sanballat and
Tobiah (2:11-20)

* The list of all those who participated in the build-
ing—from high priest to shopkeepers (3:1-32) 

* The derision of Sanballat and Tobiah. A prayer for
revenge (4:1-5)

* The attack of the hostile neighbors is frustrated (4:6-
15)

* The building of the walls while armed and ready to
defend themselves against any attack (4:16-23)

* The uprising of the poor in distress. The canceling
of debts (5:1-13)

* Nehemiah relinquishes his claim to an income as
governor (5:14-19)

* The accusation and attack of Sanballat and Tobiah
(6:1-9)

* The attack by means of hired prophets (6:10-14,
17-19)

* The building of the walls is completed (6:15, 16)
* Measures taken for the protection of the city (7:1-3)
* The increase in population (7:4, 5)
* The list of returning exiles (7:6-69)
* The contributions (7:70-73)
* The list of those who lived in Jerusalem and Judea

(11:1-36)
* The list of priests & Levites (12:1-26)
* The dedication of the walls (12:27-43)
* The regulation of the portions for the priests and

Levites (12:44-47)
* The eviction of Tobiah from a chamber in the tem-

ple (13:1-9)
* Abuses in connection with taxes (13:10-14)
* Desecration of the Sabbath (13:15-22)
* Abuses in connection with mixed marriages (13:23-

29) (All abuses were corrected)
* Conclusion (13:30, 31)

25

Nehemiah
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33..  MMAAIINN TTHHEEMMEESS

The book of Nehemiah centers on the rebuilding of the holy city and its
walls, Nehemiah’s exemplary faith and work ethic, and the mobilization
of the chosen people to defeat the enemy and do God’s will.

AA.. TTHHEE  FFEERRVVEENNTT  NNEEHHEEMMIIAAHH,,  WWHHOO  LLOOVVEESS  HHIISS  CCOOUUNNTTRRYY  AANNDD
TTHHEE  HHOOLLYY  TTEEMMPPLLEE,,  IISS  MMOOTTIIVVAATTEEDD  TTOO  RREEBBUUIILLDD  TTHHEE  WWAALLLLSS
OOFF  JJEERRUUSSAALLEEMM  AANNDD  LLAAUUNNCCHH  RREEFFOORRMMSS  FFOORR  TTHHEE  GGLLOORRYY  OOFF
GGOODD
1. We must be zealous in the service of the Lord (Rom 12:11; Rev

3:19; 1 Kgs 19:10, 14).
2. God seeks people to rebuild the “wall” and repair the breach-

es (Ezek 22:30; Amos 9:11).

BB.. TTHHEE  SSEEQQUUEENNCCEE  OOFF  RREEBBUUIILLDDIINNGG  TTHHEE  HHOOLLYY  TTEEMMPPLLEE  TTYYPPIIFFIIEESS
TTHHEE  RREEBBUUIILLDDIINNGG  OOFF  TTHHEE  EEAARRLLYY  CCHHUURRCCHH  IINN  TTHHEE  EENNDD--TTIIMMEE
((TTRRUUEE  JJEESSUUSS  CCHHUURRCCHH))

1. Solomon’s Temple (ca. 953 B.C.) 

Babylonian Captivity (606-536 B.C.)

Zerubbabel’s Temple (Ezra’s time)

2. The temple was first rebuilt, followed by the reconstruction of
the city and the walls (from the center to the circumference;
from the internal to the external).

*Several fundamental steps are needed to perfect evangelical
and pastoral work:
a. The church must first have the correct, complete, and effec-

tive doctrines of salvation and the truth.

b. The members must have a solid foundation of faith, love,
and spiritual growth.

c. Every individual believer must repair and maintain the inner
temple (the temple of the Spirit) in the heart (1 Cor 3:16,
6:19; Prov 4:23; Eph 3:16).

CC.. TTHHEE  EEXXAAMMPPLLEE  SSEETT  BBYY  NNEEHHEEMMIIAAHH

For the nation, for God and for the house of God, Nehemiah will-
ingly sacrificed himself. His actions remind us of how the Lord Jesus
came to the world to redeem the world from sin (Neh 2:1-6; cf. Mt
20:28).

1. Nehemiah set a good example in his prayer life (1:4, 2:4,
4:4, 9, 5:19, 6:9, 14, 13:14, 22).

2. He was a man who put his words into action. He gave up his
court position and returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls
and the holy city. Many people were thus motivated (2:18).

3. Nehemiah contributed his own time, effort, and money to the
construction (4:21-23, 5:14-19).

4. Nehemiah was valiant and never flinched from threats and
danger (6:1-3).

5. He glorified God at the completion of the work (6:16). To
perfect our spirituality and gain spiritual wisdom and power,
we must pray at all times (Rom 12:13; Col 4:2, 3,    
Eph 6:18).
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Our faith must be expressed through actions (Jas 2:17-26, 1:22; Lk
11:28; Mt 7:21-23).

*We must do our best in the Lord’s work: be abundant, fruitful, and
productive (1 Cor 15:58; Mt 25:14-23; Jn 5:17, 9:4, 4:34; Phil
1:5).

*Contribute liberally and generously to God (2 Cor 9:6-8, 10-12,
8:1-5; Lk 21:1-4).

*We are Christian soldiers (2 Tim 2:3), called and commissioned by
God to fight a spiritual battle against the devil (Eph 6:12) and for
the gospel (Acts 26:18; 2 Cor 10:4, 5).

DD.. TTHHEE  WWAAYY  TTOO  SSUUBBDDUUEE  TTHHEE  EENNEEMMYY  

In spiritual battle, no Christian soldier can afford to lose the war
because it means eternal destruction. Only the victorious can
receive the fruit of the tree of life (Rev 2:7), put on the white gar-
ment symbolizing holiness, purity, and glory (Rev 3:5), be written in
the Book of Life (Rev 3:5), and bear the name of the city of God
and the Name of God (Rev 3:12).
1. Nehemiah and the Jews had to defeat the saboteurs and the

enemy in order to complete the work of the Lord.
2. The characteristics of the enemy were: anger, jealousy, mockery,

contempt, attack, sabotage (4:1, 4, 8), ambush, murder (6:2,
10), and false prophecy/annunciation (6:12).

3. It is of interest to note that: 
a. Sanballat, whose origin is related to Samaria, stands for

those who compromise with the world (4:12; Jas 4:4); 

b. Tobiah, an Ammonite, typifies calamity (4:3; Gal 5:19-
21); 

c. Geshem the Arab is of the flesh (Gal 4:29), a worldly reli-
gion;   

d) Ashdod (4:7) is the idolater (1 Cor 6:9-10; Rev 21:8).

4. The way to vanquish the enemy is recorded in 4:16-18, 21-23.
a.   Be fully armored (Eph 6:11-17).
b. Blow the bugles: proclaim the grace and power of the Lord

Jesus and His gospel (2 Cor 6:2; 2 Tim 4:2; Acts 18:10).

c. Stand on guard (Mt 25:3, 4, 24:42-44; 1 Pet 5:8; 1 Thess
5:6-8). By faith, we will overcome the world (2:19; 1 Jn
5:4).

EE.. NNEEHHEEMMIIAAHH’’SS  RREELLIIGGIIOOUUSS  RREEFFOORRMMSS

At the completion of the temple and city walls, Nehemiah under-
took several vital reforms that were right in the sight of God:
1. A holy convocation (like our present-day spiritual and Bible

convocations) was held so that every Jew listened to the word
of God (8:1-18)
a. We must feed on the word of God in order to live (Deut

8:3) and be blessed (Deut 28:1-6, 30:15-20).

2. The holy temple was cleansed (13:4-7).
The mixed multitudes were expelled (cf. Ex 12:38; Num 11:4,
the stumbling blocks in the church).
b. The Ammonites were excluded from the temple: all the

lusts of the flesh were eliminated from the house of the
Lord and the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:18-
19; Gal 5:16, 24; 1 Cor 6:7; Jas 1:21).

3. Giving of tithes was enforced (13:10, 12; Mt 23:23; Mal 3:8-

27
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1A. Name five merits of Nehemiah.

1B. What should we do to follow the good examples of Nehemiah?

1C. According to Nehemiah, what is the way to destroy the enemy (cf
4:16-18, 21-23)?

1D. What were the five religious reforms of Nehemiah?

2A. What motivated Nehemiah to rebuilding Jerusalem and the
Temple?

2B. What is the significance of rebuild the Temple before rebuilding
the city and its walls?

2C. Why must we be victorious in spiritual battle?

3A. Explain how the five religious reforms of Nehemiah are important
even for believers today.

3B. Although Nehemiah was only a cupbearer, God was able to use
him to accomplish great works for his people. How can
Nehemiah’s example encourage us today?

3C. Name some of the “enemies” in a Christian’s spiritual battle. How
can we subdue each of these “enemies”?

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS

12), as it is the promised blessing and commandment of God.
4. The Sabbath is a day sanctified and blessed by the Lord

(13:15-22; Ex 20:8-11; Isa 58:13).
5. Marriage in the same faith (13:23-25)

a. The fall of Solomon as a living lesson (13:26, 27)

b. We must be married with one who is of the same faith (2
Cor 6:14, 15; 1 Cor 7:39; Deut 7:3, 4).

NNEEHHEEMMIIAAHH  OOFF  TTOODDAAYY

OObbjjeeccttiivvee:: To identify struggles the students face today and apply what
they have learned through the life of Nehemiah 

1. Divide the class into groups of four students each.

2. Have each group come up with a daily life incident that corre-
sponds to the following points, to create a story of a modern day
Nehemiah.

a. You are motivated to do something important for God even
though you have a very insignificant position (at church, home,
or school).

b. You plan to mobilize your friends/family/relatives to accomplish
the task.

c. You encounter opposition.
d. You find ways to stop the opposition.
e. Your task is finally completed successfully.

3. Have one representative from each group read the finished story.

OOPPTTIIOONNAALL::  If time allows, have the students write the story
like a play and the groups can present them in front of the class. 

4. Conclude and pray.

GGRROOUUPP DDIISSCCUUSSSSIIOONN//AACCTTIIVVIITTYY
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1 & 2 Samuel

BBIIRRTTHH  OOFF  SSAAMMUUEELL;;  SSAAMMUUEELL  CCHHOOSSEENN  TTOO  BBEECCOOMMEE  AA
PPRROOPPHHEETT;;  HHOOUUSSEE  OOFF  EELLII  FFOORRSSAAKKEENN  ((11  SSAAMM  11--33))

1. Birth of Samuel (ch. 1-2)
a. Hannah’s sorrow and the blessings (1:1-20)
b. Love alone could not resolve the problem (1:5-8)
c. Sought after God (1:9-16)
d. Gave birth through God’s grace (1:17-20)
e. Hannah’s prayer of thanksgiving (1:21-2:10)
f. Made a vow and fulfilled it (1:21-28)
g. Came to know God deeply (2:1-10)
h. Greater blessings (2:21)

2. Called to become a prophet (2:18-3, 7)
a. Wore an ephod and ministered to the Lord (2:18, 3:1)
b. Loved by God and men (2:26)
c. God’s calling and revelation (3:4-10)
d. God’s abidance (3:19)
e. Established as a prophet (3:20)
f. Discouraged idol worship (7:2-4)
g. Saved the Israelites from the enemies (7:10)
h. Served as a judge (7:15-17)

3. Eli forsaken by God (ch. 4)
a. Eli’s two evil sons sinned against God (2:12-25)

i. Did not know God (12)
ii. Greedy (16)
iii. Lustful (23)
iv. Disobedient toward the father (25)
v. Ark of the covenant captured; entire family perished (4:1-
22) 31

11..  HHIISSTTOORRYY AANNDD BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD OOFF TTHHEE KKIINNGGDDOOMM

OOFF IISSRRAAEELL ((11  SSAAMM 11--77))

NN OO TT EE SS
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AA.. TTHHEE  PPEEOOPPLLEE’’SS  RREEQQUUEESSTT  FFOORR  AA  KKIINNGG  AANNDD  GGOODD’’SS  RREEPPLLYY  ((CCHH..  88))

1. Samuel did not have a successor (8:1-3)

2. God consented, but warned of the consequences (8:9-18)

BB.. SSAAUULL  AANNOOIINNTTEEDD  TTOO  BBEE  KKIINNGG  ((99::11--1100::1166))

1. Saul met Samuel (9:9-27)

2. Saul was anointed as king in secret (10:1-16)
a. Moved by the Spirit of God (10:5-6)
b. A new heart, a new man (10:6-9)

CC.. SSAAUULL  CCHHOOSSEENN  AASS  KKIINNGG  BBYY  CCAASSTTIINNGG  LLOOTTSS  ((1100::1177--2277))

1. Saul hid among the equipment (10:22)

2. The people despised Saul (10:27, 11, 12)

DD.. VVIICCTTOORRYY  IINN  BBAATTTTLLEE  PPRROOVVEEDD  TTHHEE  SSEELLEECCTTIIOONN  CCOORRRREECCTT  ((1111::11--
1133))

1. Chosen people despised by enemy (11:1-5)

2. Victorious with a heart of unity (11:6-11)

3. Established in Gilgal to be the king (11:14)

EE.. SSAAMMUUEELL’’SS  FFAARREEWWEELLLL  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  ((1122::11--2255))

1. Samuel’s discipline (12:1-5)

2. The mistake of establishing a king (12:6-18)
a. Suffered because they departed from God (12:6-11)
b. The mistake of establishing a king (12:12, 13)
c. Fear God to receive blessings (12:14, 15)
d. God showed His power as evidence (12:16-19)
e. Samuel’s encouragement and exhortation (12:20-25)

i. Responsibility of the chosen people (12:20-22)
ii. Responsibility of the prophet (12:23)
iii. Those who are evil shall perish (12:24, 25)

22..  EESSTTAABBLLIISSHHMMEENNTT OOFF TTHHEE KKIINNGGDDOOMM UUNNDDEERR TTHHEE

GGUUIIDDAANNCCEE OOFF TTHHEE PPRROOPPHHEETT ((11  SSAAMM 88--1122))

33..  TTHHEE FFAAIILLUURREE OOFF SSAAUULL’’SS KKIINNGGDDOOMM

AA.. SSAAUULL’’SS  UUNNAAUUTTHHOORRIIZZEEDD  SSAACCRRIIFFIICCEE  ((1133::11--1155))

1. The people respected Saul (13:1-7)

2. Saul did not respect God (13:8-15)
a. Did not respect the instruction of the prophet (13:13, 14,

10:8)
b. Offered sacrifice without the authority to do so (13:9)

3. God removed him from his throne and chose someone to
replace him (13:14)

BB.. SSAAUULL’’SS  FFOOOOLLIISSHH  CCOOMMMMAANNDD  ((1133::99--1144::4466))

1. Jonathan defeated the Philistines (13:19-14:23)
a. People of Israel lacked weapons (13:19-23)
b. Jonathan trusted in the Lord, united to gain victory (14:1-23)

2. Jonathan disobeyed his father (14:24-46)
a. Ate honey to gain strength (14:27)



b. The people saved Jonathan (14:45)

3. Saul was prosperous for a period (14:47-52)

CC.. SSAAUULL’’SS  DDIISSOOBBEEDDIIEENNCCEE  ((1155::11--3355))

1. Saul disobeyed God’s command and spared the king of the
Amalekites (15:1-9).

2. God forsook Saul; “to obey is better than sacrifice” (15:10-
23)

3. Saul pretended to repent (15:24-31)

4. Samuel refused to see Saul (15:32-35)

44..  DDAAVVIIDD’’SS PPRROOSSPPEERRIITTYY AANNDD SSAAUULL’’SS DDEECCLLIINNEE

33

11  SSAAMM  1166::11--22  SSAAMM  55::55

AA.. DDAAVVIIDD  WWAASS  AANNOOIINNTTEEDD,,  SSEERRVVEEDD  SSAAUULL,,  AANNDD  FFLLEEDD  FFOORR  HHIISS
LLIIFFEE  ((CCHH..  1166--2266))

1. David was anointed (16:1-13)
a. God revealed to Samuel to anoint David (16:1-5)
b. God sees the inner heart (16:6-13)

2. David served Saul (16:14-23)
a. Saul was forsaken by God; possessed by an evil spirit

(16:14)
b. David cast away the evil spirit (16:15-23)

3. David killed Goliath (17:1-58)
a. Israelites were ridiculed by the enemy (17:1-27)
b. David entered the battle (17:28-40)
c. David killed Goliath (17:41-54)

4. Saul sought to kill David (18:1-26:25)
a. David succeeded in all situations (18:5-8)
b. Saul resolved and planned to kill David (18:9-30)
c. Friendship between David and Jonathan (19:1-7, 20:1-

42)
d. David helped by Ahimelech (21:1-9)
e. Saul sought to kill Ahimelech (22:6-23)
f. Saul sought to kill David (23:7-26:25)

*Saul remained stubborn and unrepentant
*David’s greatness of character

BB.. DDAAVVIIDD  FFLLEEDD  TTOO  TTHHEE  LLAANNDD  OOFF  TTHHEE  PPHHIILLIISSTTIINNEESS;;  TTHHEE  DDEEAATTHH
OOFF  SSAAUULL  ((11  SSAAMM  CCHH..  2277--3311))

1. David fled for his life (27:1-12); was rejected by the
Philistines (29:1-11)

2. Saul sought a medium (28:1-25)

3. David pursued by the Amalekites (30:1-31)

4. Saul died in battle (31:1-13)

CC.. DDAAVVIIDD  EESSTTAABBLLIISSHHEEDD  AASS  KKIINNGG  ((22  SSAAMM  CCHH..  11--55))

1. David mourned the death of Saul and Jonathan (1)

2. David anointed as king (2:1-4)

3. Abner murdered (3:1-39)

4. David showed favor to Mephibosheth (4:1-12)

5. David became king of Israel (5:1-5)

NN OO TT EE SS
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55..      PPRROOSSPPEERRIITTYY AANNDD GGLLOORRYY OOFF DDAAVVIIDD’’SS
KKIINNGGDDOOMM

22 SSAAMM  55::66--99::1122

AA.. DDAAVVIIDD  RREEIIGGNNEEDD  OOVVEERR  JJEERRUUSSAALLEEMM,,  GGRREEAATTLLYY  DDEEFFEEAATTEEDD  TTHHEE
PPHHIILLIISSTTIINNEESS  ((55::66--2255))

1. With God’s abidance, David became prosperous and was
strengthened (5:10)

2. God allowed David to defeat the Philistines (5:17-25)

BB.. DDAAVVIIDD  BBRROOUUGGHHTT  TTHHEE  AARRKK  TTOO  JJEERRUUSSAALLEEMM  ((CCHH..  66))

1. Concern for the ark (6:1-5)

2. Misfortune and blessings (6:7-11)

3. Joy of David (6:13-23)

CC.. GGOODD’’SS  PPRROOMMIISSEE  TTHHAATT  DDAAVVIIDD’’SS  KKIINNGGDDOOMM  SSHHAALLLL  EENNDDUURREE
FFOORREEVVEERR  ((77::11--3399))

1. David’s determination to build the Lord’s temple (7:1-17)

2. David’s prayer (7:18-39)

DD.. EEXXPPAANNSSIIOONN  OOFF  DDAAVVIIDD’’SS  KKIINNGGDDOOMM  ((CCHH..  88))

1. God allowed David to be victorious (8:1-14)

2. David administered judgment and justice (8:15-18)

EE.. DDAAVVIIDD  KKEEPPTT  HHIISS  CCOOVVEENNAANNTT  WWIITTHH  JJOONNAATTHHAANN  ((99::11--1133))
1. Showed grace to Mephibosheth during his entire life

66..      WWEEAAKKNNEESSSS AANNDD FFAAIILLUURREE OOFF DDAAVVIIDD’’SS
KKIINNGGDDOOMM ((22  SSAAMM 1100--2200))

AA.. DDAAVVIIDD  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEDD  AADDUULLTTEERRYY  ((CCHH..  1100--1122))

1. David’s army was strong and fortified (10)

2. David’s spirituality was weak (10:11-12)
a. Lived an indulgent lifestyle (11:1, 2)
b. Killed with the hands of others (11:3-25)
c. Committed adultery (11:26, 27)

3. Nathan came to see David (ch. 12)
a. Recounted his own sins (12:1-9)
b. Trouble and affliction would not depart from his house

(12:10-15)

4. Death of David’s son (12:16-23)

BB.. IINNTTEERRNNAALL  TTRROOUUBBLLEESS  IINN  DDAAVVIIDD’’SS  FFAAMMIILLYY  ((CCHH..  1133--2200))

1. His daughter was put to shame (13:1-22)

2. His son was killed (13:23-33)

3. Absalom fled (13:34-14:33)

4. Absalom rebelled against him (15:1-16:23)
a. David fled (15:13-37)
b. David was put to shame (16:1-14)

5. Hushai defeated the plan of Ahithophel (17:1-29)

6. Absalom’s failure (18:1-19:10)



C. David’s warriors (23:8-39)

D. David’s numbering of the people (24:1-25)

E. Solomon succeeded the throne (1 Kgs 1)

F. Final words of David (1Kgs 2)

CC..  CCOONNCCLLUUSSIIOONN  OOFF  DDAAVVIIDD’’SS  KKIINNGGDDOOMM  ((22 SSAAMM  2211--2244))

1A. How was the birth of Samuel unusual?

1B. Why was God displeased with Eli’s two sons?

1C. What were Samuel’s merits as a servant of God?

1D. What were Saul’s merits and mistakes?

1E. What were David’s merits and mistakes?

2A. From the books of 1 and 2 Samuel, name those who pleased

God and describe how God helped them.
2B. From the books of 1 and 2 Samuel, name those who displeased

God and describe how God punished them.

2C. In the books of 1 and 2 Samuel, God chose several people to
accomplish His work. Explain why some of these chosen people
were later forsaken by God.  

35

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS

WWHHAATT  WWOOUULLDD  YYOOUU  DDOO  IIFF  YYOOUU  WWEERREE......

OObbjjeeccttiivvee:: To demonstrate the students’ understanding of the charac-
ters found in the Book of 1 Samuel by placing themselves in their shoes
and facing their struggles.

1. Divide the class into five groups.

2. Each group is to take up one of the characters below and answer
the questions related to each character. While answering the ques-
tions, put yourself in place of the character and think of how YOU
would respond.

3. Discuss among the members of your group and write down the
different responses for each question. Explain why you would
respond in these ways.

4. After everyone is finished, have one representative come up to the
front of the class and present the group response.

5. Conclude and pray.

CChhaarraacctteerrss  ttoo  bbee  aassssiiggnneedd::

11.. HHaannnnaahh

a) when you see other people’s children running around while
you remain barren for many years.

b) when your husband’s second wife provokes you because she

GGRROOUUPP DDIISSCCUUSSSSIIOONN//AACCTTIIVVIITTYY

has children.
c) when you have prayed thousands of times

for a child but God still has not answered
you.

22.. EEllii

a) when you hear the bad reports about your
sons and they do not listen to your warning.

b) when you see that God has chosen the little
Samuel instead of your sons to be His
prophet.

c) when you learn about what God will do to
your family.

33.. SSaammuueell

a) when you can see your mother only once a
year and have to serve the old Eli.

b) when your sons do not follow the way of
God as you do.

c) when the people ask for a king and you
know it’s something that would displease
God.

44.. SSaauull

a) when you see everyone favoring David
instead of you.

b) when you see your own son siding with
David.

c) when David spares your life for the second
time.

55.. DDaavviidd

a) when you hear all the people praising you
more highly than the king.

b) when you have the chance to kill Saul, your
persecutor.

c) when you first saw Bathsheba from the roof
of the palace.
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Serving
One True

God

AA.. TTOO  RREEPPAAYY  TTHHEE  LLOOVVEE  OOFF  GGOODD  ((PPSS  111166::1122,,  1133))
1. The love of Jesus Christ compels us because He died for us (2

Cor 5:14, 15).
2. We belong to the Lord Jesus (Rom 14:7, 8).
3. Jesus Christ lives in us (Gal 2:20).

BB.. TTOO  HHAAVVEE  AA  SSEENNSSEE  OOFF  CCOOMMMMIISSSSIIOONN  ((LLKK  22::4422--4499))
1. It is a necessity laid upon us (1 Cor 9:16, 17).
2. Repay what God has given us (Mt 25:14-30).

CC.. LLOOVVEE  FFOORR  OOTTHHEERRSS’’  SSOOUULLSS  
1. Have the willingness to save others (2 Kgs 5:3; Rom 9:1-4).
2. Share with others the grace we have received from God (Mt

10:8; Mk 5:19; Acts 4:20).

11..  RREEAASSOONNSS TTOO SSEERRVVEE TTHHEE LLOORRDD
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AA.. EEVVAANNGGEELLIISSMM
1. It is a command from Jesus (Mk 16:15).
2. It is our duty (1 Cor 16:9).

BB.. LLIITTEERRAARRYY  EEVVAANNGGEELLIISSMM
The word of God can be preached to a wider audience and have a
more lasting effect. 

CC.. PPAASSTTOORRIINNGG
1. It is a command from Jesus (Jn 21:15-17).
2. Must know the flock intimately (Prov 27:23).
3. Lead the flock and provide them with spiritual food (Ps 23:1,

2).
4. Bring back the lost and those gone astray (Ezek 34:16; Jas

5:19, 20).
5. To care for and teach the young (Mt 18:1; Prov 22:6, 4:10,

11).

DD.. OOFFFFEERRIINNGG
1. For the construction of chapels, supporting the holy work, and

helping the needy.
2. God loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor 9:7; Lk 21:1-4).
3. Do not rob the things that belong to God (Mal 3:8).

EE.. OOTTHHEERR  HHOOLLYY  WWOORRKK
We ought to find out what we can do according to the best of
our abilities (Rom 12:3-8).

FF.. PPRRAAYYIINNGG  FFOORR  GGOODD’’SS  HHOOLLYY  WWOORRKK

Any kind of holy work requires the support of prayers (Ex 17:8-12).

22..  TTYYPPEESS OOFF HHOOLLYY WWOORRKK

AA..  WWIITTHH  LLOOVVEE  FFOORR  GGOODD  AANNDD  MMAANN  ((11  CCOORR  1133::11--33,,  1166::1144;;  22  CCOORR
55::1144,,  1155;;  GGAALL  22::2200))

BB.. WWIITTHH  HHOOLLIINNEESSSS
1. Prepare oneself for God to use (2 Tim 2:21).
2. Remove the lustful desire (Mt 5:28; 1 Tim 5:1, 2).
3. Have a clear conscience (Acts 20:33, 34; 1 Sam 12:3-5).

CC.. WWIITTHH  HHUUMMIILLIITTYY
1. Our own zeal is not enough (Ex 2:11, 12).
2. God uses humble workers (Num 12:3; 2 Tim 2:24, 25; Rom

12:16; Phil 2:3).
3. God opposes the proud (Prov 3:34; 1 Pet 5:5).

DD.. WWIITTHH  FFAAIITTHHFFUULLNNEESSSS
1. As servants of Christ and stewards of God (1 Cor 4:1-4; Gal

1:10; Heb 3:1, 2)
2. Over small or great matters (Mt 25:2)

EE.. WWIITTHH  AA  WWIILLLLIINNGG  HHEEAARRTT,,  NNOOTT  WWIITTHH  CCOOMMPPUULLSSIIOONN  BBUUTT  WWIITTHH
WWHHAATTEEVVEERR  WWEE  CCAANN  OOFFFFEERR  ((22  CCOORR  88::1122,,  99::66,,  77))

33..  CCOORRRREECCTT AATTTTIITTUUDDEESS
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1A. Why should we work for the Lord Jesus?

1B. What are the different kinds of work in evangelism?

1C. List the different kinds of work involved in pastoring.

1D. Why does a church need contributions from its members?

1E. What other types of work can you do in addition to evangelism
and pastoring?

1F. Which two types of work did Jesus command His disciples to do?

2A. What kind of work can your age group do for God?

2B. What are some of the works you have already performed in your
church? Which kind of work do you enjoy the most?

2C. What other types of work do you hope to take part of in the
future?

3A. What are the gifts God has given that you can use to help the
church?

3B. What other gifts would you like to pray for so that you can help
the church more?

3C. In your opinion, what are some of the areas that our church
needs the most help in? What can you do to improve them?

41

AA.. AACCCCOORRDDIINNGG  TTOO  OONNEE’’SS  GGIIFFTTSS  
1. Gifts come from God (1 Cor 12:4-11).
2. Holy works are not merely titles (1 Pet 4:10, 11).
3. Show no favoritism.
4. Pray for spiritual gifts (1 Cor 14:1, 2).

BB.. NNEEEEDD  TTOO  CCOONNSSTTAANNTTLLYY  IINNCCRREEAASSEE  IINN  SSPPIIRRIITTUUAALL  KKNNOOWWLLEEDDGGEE
AANNDD  KKEEEEPP  OOUURR  SSPPIIRRIITTUUAALL  FFEERRVVOORR
1. Pursue personal spiritual cultivation
2. Attend church training/seminars

CC.. MMAAKKEE  PPLLAANNSS
1. To facilitate the spreading of the gospel
2. To better utilize available resources

DD.. UUSSEE  OOFF  TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY
1. To save time and energy
2. To reach more people

44..  OOTTHHEERR CCOONNSSIIDDEERRAATTIIOONNSS

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
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AA  MMOODDEELL  WWOORRKKEERR  OOFF  GGOODD
OObbjjeeccttiivvee:: To identify the characteristics of a good model worker of
God and how those characteristics can be applied to the students’
lives.

1. Divide the class into groups of three to four members.
2. Have each member of the group take turns and share any excel-

lent examples of a church worker. Without giving names, describe
how this worker impresses you with his/her life of servitude.

3. After each member of the group has shared, come up with a con-
clusion of what the group has learned from all the excellent exam-
ples they have heard.

4. After everyone is finished, each group is to send one representative
to report their conclusion and provide examples to clarify when
necessary.

5. Conclude and pray.

GGRROOUUPP DDIISSCCUUSSSSIIOONN//AACCTTIIVVIITTYY
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Called
to Serve

God calls us to belong to Him, to follow Him, to serve Him, and to
glorify Him (Rev 7:15; Mt 4:10, 6:24).

AA.. TTHHEE  IISSRRAAEELLIITTEESS  WWEERREE  DDEELLIIVVEERREEDD  OOUUTT  OOFF  EEGGYYPPTT  SSOO  TTHHAATT
TTHHEEYY  CCOOUULLDD  SSEERRVVEE  GGOODD  ((AACCTTSS  77::77))

1. God established His laws and the ways to serve Him (Ex
25-31).

2. Moses established the tabernacle as a place to serve God
(Ex 40; 1 Pet 2:4, 5).

3. The Levites were chosen to serve God in the tabernacle
(Lev 8).

*The glory of God filled the tabernacle, and the Israelites
were under the guidance and blessing of God in serving
Him (Ex 40:34-38).

BB.. JJEESSUUSS  CCHHOOSSEE  TTHHEE  DDIISSCCIIPPLLEESS  TTOO  FFOOLLLLOOWW  HHIIMM,,  TTOO  SSEERRVVEE
HHIIMM,,  AANNDD  TTOO  PPRREEAACCHH  TTHHEE  KKIINNGGDDOOMM  OOFF  GGOODD  ((MMKK  33::1133--1199)

1. The 12 disciples all had different backgrounds.

2. Jesus Christ has the same demand for all His disciples (Mt
20:28; Lk 22:24-30).

3. Jesus Christ has the same promise for all His disciples (Mk
1:17).

*We are the true Israelites and the true disciples.

11..  GGOODD CCAALLLLSS UUSS
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AA.. LLEEVVIITTEESS  ((RREEVV  11::55,,  66,,  55::1100;;  11  SSAAMM  1133::88--1144))
1. Burn incense (Ex 30:7, 8; Rev 5:8; Ps 141:7).

2. Offer sacrifices (Ex 20:38, 39; Heb 10:1-10):
a. Contrition (Ps 51:17); prayer (Ps 141:2)
b. Thanksgiving and praise (Heb 13:15; Ps 50:14, 107:22)
c. Life of obedience (Rom 12:1)
d. Practical ministry to the needy (Heb 13:16)

3. Make the lamp burn continuously (Ex 27:20, 21; Mt 5:14-16;
Phil 2:15, 16; 1 Thess 2:4, 5).

4. Convey the word of God (Mal 2:7; 1 Sam 3:18-21).

BB.. PPRROOPPHHEETTEESSSS  AANNNNAA  SSEERRVVEEDD  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD  BBYY  PPRRAAYYIINNGG  ((LLKK  22::3377;;
AACCTTSS  1133::22))

CC.. PPAAUULL  SSEERRVVEEDD  GGOODD  WWHHEENN  HHEE  PPRREEAACCHHEEDD  TTHHEE  GGOOSSPPEELL  AANNDD
EESSTTAABBLLIISSHHEEDD  TTHHEE  KKIINNGGDDOOMM  OOFF  GGOODD  ((11  TTIIMM  11::1122;;  RROOMM  11::99;;
22  TTIIMM  44::77))

22..  HHOOWW TTOO SSEERRVVEE

AA.. KKNNOOWW  GGOODD  ((HHOOSS  66::33))
1. Paul

a. Zealously served God but did not know Christ (Acts 22:7;
Rom 10:2)

b. Two questions Paul asked upon his conversion (Acts 22:8-
10):
“Who are you?”—know God 
“What can I do for you?”—serve God

c. Know the love of God after conversion; Paul served the
Lord till death (2 Cor 5:14, 15; Rom 8:35-39)

2. Disciples 
a. Followed Jesus Christ but did not know Him (Jn 6:66-68)
b. Departed from the Lord Jesus upon their first encounter

with difficulty and tribulation (Lk 18:34, 22:54-62)
*Know that the essence and the plan of God are the basis
of serving the Lord

BB.. FFOOLLLLOOWW  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD  ((JJNN  1122::2266))
1. Deny oneself (Mt 16:24)

2. Bear the cross (Mt 16:24)

3. Remain loyal (Num 12:7; Heb 3:2, 5; Lk 19:17)

*Experiences of Peter

CC.. OOBBEEYY  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD  ((PPHHIILL  22::55--88;;  JJNN  22::55))
1. Jesus Christ obeyed God unto death (Mt 26:36-39).

2. Paul obeyed God and counted his own life worthless (Acts
20:22-24).

3. King Saul lost his royal authority through his disobedience (1
Sam 15:22, 23).

4. Joshua obeyed Moses (Deut 34:9).

33..      PPRREERREEQQUUIISSIITTEESS FFOORR OONNEE TTOO SSEERRVVEE

TTHHEE LLOORRDD



*Only in total submission and obedience to the Lord can one
serve Him.

DD.. RREELLYY  OONN  AANNDD  TTRRUUSSTT  GGOODD  ((11  PPEETT  44::1100,,  1111))
1. Wisdom in serving (1 Cor 2:1-6)

2. Experience in serving (Lk 5:4-8; Jn 21:3-7)

3. Capability in serving (Act 7:21-30; Zech 4:6)

4. Background in serving (Heb 11:24-27; Phil 3:5-8)

5. Wealth in serving (Acts 3:5)

*Only when one trusts the Lord with all his heart and does not
lean on himself, can he serve the Lord with success.

EE.. GGLLOORRIIFFYY  GGOODD  ((11  PPEETT  44::1100,,  1111))
1. The purpose of God’s creation (Isa 43:7)

2. Realize that we are unworthy servants (Lk 17:10)

3. Retreat after accomplishment (Jn 6:15)

*To glorify God is the noblest motivation in serving the Lord.

AA.. RREESSPPEECCTT  FFRROOMM  GGOODD  ((JJNN  1122::2266))

BB.. GGOODD  WWIILLLL  BBEE  PPLLEEAASSEEDD  ((RROOMM  1144::1188))

CC..  BBLLEESSSSIINNGGSS  IINN  TTHHIISS  LLIIFFEE  AANNDD  TTHHEE  LLIIFFEE  TTOO  CCOOMMEE  ((MMKK  1100::2288--
3300))
We should do our best to serve the Lord, to build up the body of
Christ, and to spread the gospel so that the name of Jesus may
be glorified and the kingdom of God may be established.

44..  RREEWWAARRDDSS FFOORR SSEERRVVIINNGG TTHHEE LLOORRDD

1A. What is the purpose of God calling us?

1B. What did Jesus Christ expect His disciples to do after He called
them?

1C. What were the duties of the Levites?

1D. What does God require from those whom He has called to serve
Him?

1E. How does God reward those who serve Him?

2A. Name at least four faithful servants whom God called in the Old
Testament. Please specify the work God commanded them to do.

2B. Explain the difference between Paul’s service to God before and
after Jesus called him.

2C. What does it mean to “follow the Lord”?

2D. Why is it imperative that we rely on and trust God when we serve
Him?

2E. What happens when we do not give glory to God in the work we
do?

3A. How can knowing who we are affect our service to the Lord?

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS

NN OO TT EE SS
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WWAANNTTEEDD::  AA  FFAAIITTHHFFUULL  SSEERRVVAANNTT
OObbjjeeccttiivvee:: To identify the characteristics of a faithful worker of God by
creating an advertisement poster

1. Divide the class into groups of three to four members.

2. Prepare one poster board or a large piece of paper and markers
for each group.

3. Read any newspaper advertisement that solicits candidates for a
particular job opening as an example for the students.

4. Have each group discuss and cooperatively come up with a list of
qualifications for a servant of God. 

5. Have the groups design and decorate their project.

6. Have each group present its poster. 

7. Conclude and pray.  

GGRROOUUPP DDIISSCCUUSSSSIIOONN//AACCTTIIVVIITTYY

3B. Evaluate Moses (after God called him) based on the five prerequi-
sites to serving the Lord. Give examples for each requirement to
justify your answer.

3C. Evaluate yourself based on the five prerequistes to serving the
Lord. Give examples of things you do that demonstrate or do not
demonstrate a particular discipline. 
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In the last days, God shall revive His church to preach the gospel and
lead men to salvation. As we observe the steady emergence of the True
Jesus Church, we can firmly believe that this is the true church, which is
the revival of the apostolic church. Today, we have been blessed to be
chosen as part of the true church. We should hold onto this blessing
and understand the mission that Jesus has entrusted us with so that we
may prepare ourselves well to serve the Lord diligently in the future, and
to bear the responsibility together in fulfilling His commission.

AA.. TTOO  WWOORRKK  TTOOWWAARRDD  AA  CCOOMMPPLLEETTEE  CCHHUURRCCHH
The first purpose for the coming of the Lord on the last day is to
receive the bride who is fully adorned—the complete church. The
descent of the latter rain of the Holy Spirit is for the revival of the
true church, and the church must be fully established, like a bride
fully prepared, waiting for the coming of the Lord. The complete
church must fulfill the following conditions:

1. Preach the truth that is consistent with the truth of the apostolic
church (Col 1:25; Mt 28:20; Eph 2:19, 20).

2. Be filled with the Holy Spirit, having the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
and the power to perform miracles and signs (Eph 1:13, 14;
Heb 2:4; 1 Cor 12:4-11).

3. Believers must be holy and pure, possess love, and bear the
fruit of the Holy Spirit. The whole church must be adorned like
the new bride (Rev 19:7, 8, 21:2; 1 Cor 13:13, 14:1).

11..  MMIISSSSIIOONN OOFF TTHHEE TTRRUUEE JJEESSUUSS CCHHUURRCCHH
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NN OO TT EE SSBB.. TTOO  PPRROOPPAAGGAATTEE  TTHHEE  GGOOSSPPEELL  AANNDD  GGIIVVEE  WWAARRNNIINNGG  DDUURRIINNGG
TTHHEE  LLAASSTT  DDAAYYSS
“This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a
witness to all the nations, and then the end will come” (Mt 24:14).
We are now in the period of “the last days and the times of stress”
(2 Tim 3:1). Men are heavily sinking in sin; the world is continuously
affected by natural disasters; the days of destruction are near; and
the coming of the Lord is at the door (Ezek 7:5, 9, 25; Jas 5:9).
Many people are still not aware of the coming judgment and are not
sober. Thus, we must preach the warning of the last days.

1. The true church is the “Noah of the last days” (Mt 24:37).

During the ancient time of Noah, the wickedness of men was
great, the thoughts of men were evil, and there was violence
everywhere. As a consequence, God instructed Noah to build
an ark and to warn the people before He destroyed the earth
(Gen 6:1-14). The world today is also filled with evil, wicked-
ness, and violence, worse than the time of Noah. Therefore, the
True Jesus Church has the responsibility to spread the warning
and lead people to turn to God.

2. The true church is the “Elijah of the last days” (Mal 4:5).
During prophet Elijah’s time, the king and the people disobeyed
God and worshiped idols. As a result, there was no rain for
three and a half years. Elijah went to Mount Carmel and prayed
for fire from heaven to burn the offering so that the people
would know God and their faith would be revived. As a result,
rain from heaven fell to the earth once more (1 Kgs 18). As the
prophet Malachi prophesied, the true church shall be revived
before the second coming of the Lord. The church shall also
have the power and the mission of Elijah to preach the truth and
to be filled with the Holy Spirit, so that more people will turn to
the heavenly Father and be delivered (Mal 4:5, 6). 

3. The true church is the messenger who must give warning to
Babylon (Rev 18:4). Before Babylon was destroyed, God sent
prophets to give warning and asked the elect ones to leave the
city (Jer 1:6-9; Isa 62:11). The sins of the people of the world
today are similar to the sins of the people before the fall of the
great Babylon. The true church is the messenger who must warn
the people to repent of their sins and be saved (Rev 18:1-4,
19:1-6, 21:2; Heb 12:22).

CC.. TTOO  CCAALLLL  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD’’SS  SSHHEEEEPP  TTOO  RREETTUURRNN
1. The ancient prophets prophesied that the Lord’s sheep (believ-

ers) were wrongly led by wicked shepherds and were scattered
all over the earth like lost sheep. In the last days the Lord shall
look for those sheep so that they may return to the fold (Jer
22:3, 4, 50:6; Ezek 34:2-6, 11:16).

2. As the end is near, it is the great mission of the True Church to
find the lost sheep. We must bear witness for the Lord—to look
for other lost sheep and bring them to this fold as true believers
(Isa 43:5-9; Jn 10:16).

DD.. TTOO  RREEAAPP  TTHHEE  HHAARRVVEESSTT  OOFF  TTHHEE  LLAATTTTEERR  DDAAYYSS
The work of salvation for mankind is also likened to a “harvest.” As
the end of the world draws nearer, and the latter rain (Holy Spirit)
continues to descend, it is time to reap the harvest of men’s souls,
which is ripe (Jas 5:7, 8; Jn 4:35). The true church is the messenger
sent to reap the harvest. The Lord promises that we are to reap that
for which we have not labored, to enjoy the labor of others (Jn
4:35-38). The harvest is plentiful and the laborers are few, so every
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true believer must do his best to work hard to preach the gospel of
salvation and to sow seeds so that he may reap for the Lord in
great joy (Ps 126:5, 6).

We understand that the True Jesus Church is established by God. It is
the “ark” of the last days led by the Holy Spirit and it has the responsi-
bility to establish the complete church as well as to preach the truth to
all the world in order to save all mankind. It is a blessing to be able to
take part in God’s great plan of saving mankind. As God has called us
and given us the gospel, we must be concerned for the rise of His
church, and be prepared to labor for the Lord in order to fulfill what
God has intended for us to do so that the name of the Lord may be
glorified.

AA.. TTOO  KKNNOOWW  OOUURRSSEELLVVEESS
Because of the great love of our Lord Jesus, who sacrificed His life
on the cross for us, our past sins are forgiven (Gal 2:20). Through
His sacrifice we are able to be called His children. He has also
given us the Holy Spirit so that we may enter the heavenly kingdom.
Let us not fall short of God’s grace. Since we have become a mem-
ber of God’s household, we must have concern for all the affairs of
the church. We must learn and see what we can do in the holy work
for the good of the church.

BB.. TTOO  HHAAVVEE  HHIIGGHH  AAIIMMSS  FFOORR  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD

People of the world care for high position, wealth, benefits, lust,
and enjoyment. They have gone to great lengths to satisfy their
desires and purposes and all these pursuits lead to corruption.
Wickedness is on the increase every day. We are citizens in the
household of God. If we have hope only for this life, we are more
pitiful than the unbelievers. So we must not be content with worldly
wisdom, but live for the Lord in every aspect of our lives so that we
may be blessed by Him.

1. Moses had a great future ahead of him. He received the finest
education in Egypt, but he preferred to suffer with God’s peo-
ple than enjoy the pleasures of sin because he hoped for a
better life in the Lord (Acts 7:22; Heb 11:24-26).

2. Paul also received the finest education. However, when he was
called by the Lord, he regarded Christ as his most precious
possession and was willing to forego everything for Christ’s
sake. Though he suffered much, he was not disheartened, for
he had seen the reward in heaven that had been prepared for
him.

CC.. TTOO  BBEECCOOMMEE  AA  VVAALLUUAABBLLEE  VVEESSSSEELL  FFOORR  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD

In the house of God, there are many vessels of value. If we are holy
and depart from sin, we will be a valuable vessel, suitable for
God’s use and will be prepared to do all good things for God (2
Tim 2:20, 21). In this wicked world, we face many temptations,
which all lead to sin. We must not indulge in youthful lusts but strive
for a more holy life.

22..  SSEELLFF--AAWWAARREENNEESSSS

NN OO TT EE SS

51



In his old age, King Solomon advised: “Rejoice, O young
man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the
days of your youth, walk in the ways of your heart and in
the sight of your eyes, but know that for all these things,
God will bring you into judgment” (Eccl 11:9).

We should imitate Daniel and his three friends who, though stranded
in a foreign land and faced with all kinds of temptations, were able
to stand firm and keep themselves pure and holy. They were greatly
blessed by God, who gave them wisdom. They were raised and hon-
ored before the king and used by God. Daniel later became one of
the greatest prophets who foretold many of the mysteries of God
(Dan 1:8, 17, 20, 10:11).

In order to become valuable vessels for God and to be well-pre-
pared for the Lord’s use, youths must learn how to discipline them-
selves, control their bodies, and preserve themselves from all evil by
relying on God. They should emulate the courage of the prophet
Isaiah who answered the call of the Lord by saying, “Lord, here am I,
please send me!”

As God’s elect, we must know the commission He has given us.
We should be fully aware of how to carry out the Lord’s work and
know that laboring for the Lord will not be in vain. We shall reap the
harvest of salvation for the Lord with great joy.

1A. What are the four aspects of the mission of the True Jesus
Church?

1B. What is considered a “complete church”?
1C. What are the three things the true church is compared to?
1D. As a youth in the True Jesus Church, what should you be aware

of in the last days?

2A. How is the true church like “Elijah of the last days”?
2B. Why is it necessary for us to carry out this mission?
2C. Both Moses and Paul were highly educated. What can you learn

from their attitude towards education after God called them?

3A. What can you do to help make the church more complete?
3B. What message would Noah have told the people of his time?

What message would you share with your school friends if you
knew Jesus would come again next week?

3C. Most of Jesus’ disciples were uneducated men, yet God worked
with them mightily. Therefore, as youths in the last days, should
you give up everything, especially school and family, and concen-
trate on God’s business only? Why or why not? 

3D. What can you do now to prepare yourself in becoming a useful
vessel for the Lord?

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS

NN OO TT EE SS
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MMIISSSSIIOONN  IIMMPPOOSSSSIIBBLLEE??
OObbjjeeccttiivvee:: To identify ways the students can fulfill what God has com-
missioned us to do
Have you ever thought of a great project but gave up the idea later
because you thought it would be too difficult? This is especially true
after spiritual convocations when you are charged up by the word and
spirit of God. Oftentimes, you would be determined to do something
but rarely see the project to its completion. It does not have to be this
way anymore. With the help of God and your fellow students, you can
accomplish something for God.

DDiirreeccttiioonnss::
1. Form groups of three to four members.
2. Select a group leader to guide the discussion.
3. Use the next page as a guide and follow the instructions given.
4. When everyone has finished, have each group leader say a prayer

of understanding to encourage others to do their share in fulfilling
the mission God has given them.

5. Combine the groups for further instructions from your instructor.

As a member of the True Jesus Church, I know that the four aspects of
the mission of the church are:

1._________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

2._________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

3._________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

4._________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

GGRROOUUPP DDIISSCCUUSSSSIIOONN//AACCTTIIVVIITTYY

NN OO TT EE SS
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For numbers 5-8, discuss with your group members before writing down
your answers. Answer numbers 9-11 individually.

Each of these four missions may sound too difficult for me, a youth who
is _______ years old, but I believe that with God’s help, I can do some-
thing to help accomplish these missions.

First, let’s break each of the missions down into simpler tasks that youths
my age can handle.

FFoorr  MMiissssiioonn  ##11::  ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

5. To accomplish this mission, my group members can help by:

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

FFoorr  MMiissssiioonn  ##22:: ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

6. To accomplish this mission, my group members can help by:

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

FFoorr  MMiissssiioonn  ##33::  ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

7. To accomplish this mission, my group members can help by:

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

FFoorr  MMiissssiioonn  ##44:: ____________________________

___________________________________________

8.    To accomplish this mission, my group mem-
bers can help by:

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

9. Of all the tasks mentioned above, I would like
to work on (choose one task from #5-8):

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

10. I think God has given me the following gift(s)
to perform this task:

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

11. I may have some gifts, but I think I need to
pray to God for the following gift(s) so that I
can perform this task better: 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

NN OO TT EE SS
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________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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“No one can serve two masters; 
for either he will hate the one and 

love the other, 
or else he will be loyal to the 

one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and mammon.”

Matthew 6:24



“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom 

which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we

may serve God acceptably 

with reverence and godly fear.” 

Hebrews 12:28
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