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SSccrriippttuurreess

Num 13:1-14:38

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

God keeps His promises

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To believe God and trust in His ways; to show our
obedience to God with actions

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“The Lord is with us. Do not fear them.”
(Num 14:9)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 small paper plates
88 markers and crayons
88 scissors
88 glue
88 cellophane
88 craft sticks

The Twelve Spies

f

H H

CCaannaaaann
God told the Israelites that the Promised Land

was rich and fertile. As the twelve spies discovered,
the land of Canaan was indeed magnificent. The
Bible often calls it “the land flowing with milk and
honey.” Although the land was only 150 miles long
and 60 miles wide, its lush hillsides were covered
with fig, date, and nut trees. It was the land God had
promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

TThhee IIssrraaeelliitteess’’ LLaacckk ooff TTrruusstt iinn GGoodd
When the spies returned to Kadesh from scout-

ing the new land, the people had to decide whether
to enter the land or to retreat. They chose to retreat
because they were afraid of the fortified cities and
the fierce giants that lived there. They once again
failed to trust in God’s guidance and strength. As a
result, the Israelites were condemned to wander for
forty years in the wilderness. Aaron and Miriam, the
brother and sister of Moses, would end up dying
there as well. God was not exaggerating when He

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb said in Numbers 14:22 that the Israelites had already
failed ten times to trust and obey Him. Here is a list
of their ten failures:

1) Lacking trust at the crossing of the Red Sea (Ex
14:11, 12);

2) Complaining over bitter water at Marah (Ex
15:24);

3) Complaining in the wilderness of Sin (Ex 16:3);
4) Collecting more than the daily quota of manna

(Ex 16:20);
5) Collecting manna on the Sabbath (Ex 16:27-29);
6) Complaining over the lack of water at

Rephidim (Ex 17:2, 3);
7) Committing idolatry by constructing the golden

calf (Ex 32:7-10);
8) Complaining at Taberah (Num 11:1);
9) Complaining over the lack of delicious food

(Num 11:4);
10) Failing to trust God and enter the Promised Land

(Num 14:1-4).
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In this lesson, it is important to stress that the ten
spies did not have faith to trust that God would give
them what He promised. But it is also important to let
the students understand that many of the people
lacked this faith because they were scared. They were
scared because they didn’t have any experience
engaging in battles. They were scared because the
people of the land seemed to be bigger than they
were. We need to let the children know that it is per-
fectly okay to feel scared. Everyone feels afraid some
of the time. (You may wish to share a phobia you have
or talk about other common phobias.) Some people
are scared of the dark and have to sleep with a light

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ
on. Others are afraid of heights and are scared to
climb up a ladder. So when the Israelites were scared
of the things they saw, they decided that it was better
to go back to the land that they had come from.

It is hard to face our fears. We don’t know what
to expect and usually our minds tell us to just give up
or stay away. Sometimes, we need to listen to our
minds and do just that because some things are really
too scary to try. But there are also times when we
know we can trust in God and He will help us. For
example, when we are trying to ride our bike without
training wheels or when we are joining a new class
and have to meet new people. These can be scary sit-
uations, but God has promised to help us. In our heart,
we can say a prayer and ask God to guide us. He will
be there to show us the way.

IIssrraaeelliitteess
God’s chosen people

CCaannaaaanniitteess
the people who lived in the land of Canaan

SSppiieess
people sent to another place to find out more
about it

CCoouurraaggeeoouuss
to be brave

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

The Bible records that Joshua and Caleb (and
those who were under the age of 20 at the time of
the Exodus) were allowed to enter into the land of
Canaan. This was because of their faith in God and
His promise. They were able to stand out from the
crowd and make up their own minds about what
they believed in. It was not an easy thing for them
to do. It was ten against two. It would have been
much easier for them to go with the tide and agree
that it was just too difficult to conquer Canaan.
After all, what the ten spies reported was true, even
if the facts were slightly stretched. But Joshua and
Caleb chose to speak up and say what their hearts

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh

compelled them to.
As Christians, we often know what we should

do. But to do it is another matter. We know we
should pray before every meal, but we skip it some-
times for the sake of convenience or fear of embar-
rassment. We know we should spread the gospel,
but we excuse ourselves because we lack elo-
quence. We know we should stay away from
ungodly movies, parties, or even certain friends,
but we convince ourselves they are not big deals.
We still have God in our hearts and that is what
matters. It is easy to go with the flow of the world
and just give in. But our faith depends on every
decision we make. God has told us that the path to
heaven is a narrow one. God did not say that the
road to eternity would be easy, but He did promise
us eternal and everlasting life when we choose to
stay true to His teachings.
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UUnnffaaiitthhffuull
having little faith in God

CCoommffoorrtt
to make someone feel better

FFeeaarr
a feeling of being afraid/scared

WWiillddeerrnneessss
a place that very few people live in, such as a forest or
desert
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Children, do you remember who God asked to
lead the Israelites out of Egypt? Yes, it was Moses.
After Moses brought the people out of Egypt, God
asked him to go to Mount Sinai, a very high moun-
tain, where He wrote the Ten Commandments on
stone tablets for Moses to bring back. Do you
remember what God’s Ten Commandments are? (Let
students raise hands to share.) The Ten
Commandments are the very important laws God
wants His people to obey. But while Moses was on
the mountain, the Israelites started to get really wor-
ried. They thought that maybe something happened
to Moses on the mountain and that he would never
come back. So they asked Moses’ brother, Aaron, to
make a golden idol that looked like a cow for them
to worship. God was very angry and sad about this.
He didn’t want to take the Israelites to the land of
Canaan. However, Moses loved the Israelites so
much that he begged and begged God to change His
mind. Finally, God was touched by Moses’ great love
and agreed to continue to lead the way. 

TThhee TTwweellvvee SSppiieess AArree SSeenntt OOuutt
Children, do you know anything about the land

of Canaan? What was so wonderful about the place
that God wanted to bring His people to? (Let chil-
dren share.) Well, it was a beautiful land where
many fruits and vegetables grew. God wanted to
bless His people with the land so that they could rest
and enjoy their lives there.

As the Israelites got closer to the land of
Canaan, God asked Moses to send twelve men to spy
on the land. Do you know what spies had to do back
then? (Let students share.) These twelve men had to
see if the people in Canaan, the Canaanites, were
weak or strong, few or many, whether the land was
good or bad, whether the people lived in cities or in
camps, and whether there were trees and fruit. They
were also asked to bring back some of the ripened
fruits they found there.

These twelve spies were very brave! They
climbed over hills to reach the land of Canaan. There
they saw lots of big grapes hanging on the
grapevines. (Show picture of grapes or real grapes, if
in season!) Have you eaten grapes before? Do you
like them? Which kind is your favorite, green or red?

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

Can you show with your hands the biggest grape
you have ever eaten before? Well, the grapes in the
land of Canaan were sweeter and bigger than any
the spies had ever eaten. The grapes were so big
that it took two people to carry them! They brought
back some of the delicious grapes, and other fruits
like pomegranates and figs. (Also show pictures of
pomegranates and figs for students to see.)

After forty days, the spies came back to report
to Moses. The Israelites were waiting excitedly to
hear the good news. The spies said to Moses, “The
land of Canaan is a really good place. Look! These
are some fruits that we brought back.” The people
were so happy when they heard the reports and saw
with their own eyes the huge, delicious fruits.

TThhee UUnnffaaiitthhffuull SSppiieess RReeppoorrtt BBaadd NNeewwss
But not all of the spies said good things about

the land. Ten of them were unfaithful. Children, do
you know what “unfaithful” means? When we say
that these ten spies were unfaithful, this means that
they had very little faith in God. They didn’t believe
that God was going to help them. They said that
although the fruits were big and good, the people
who lived there were strong and very, very tall—like
giants. They also said that the Israelites were as small
as grasshoppers compared to the Canaanites. (You
may wish to draw to scale so that the students can
see the size difference.) How many of you think that
the Canaanites were really that strong and huge?
(ask students to raise hands) The Bible says that
Canaanites were about seven to nine feet tall (the
height of the classroom), and the Israelites were
about five feet tall.  It is true that the Israelites were
shorter, but they were definitely not as small as
grasshoppers. These spies were not telling the truth!
They only said these things because they were very
afraid, and did not want to fight against the
Canaanites.

The unfaithful spies also said that the cities had
very tall walls all around, and they were guarded by
soldiers day and night. The Israelites would never be
able to take over the land of Canaan. When the peo-
ple heard these reports, they became so sad that
they cried all night. The Israelites complained to
Moses and Aaron saying, “We enjoyed staying in
Egypt, but you led us to this place, and now we are
going to die fighting the Canaanites. Wouldn’t it be
better for us to go back to Egypt?” The Israelites had
forgotten about the  power of God.
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TThhee FFaaiitthhffuull SSppiieess CCoommffoorrtt tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess
How many spies did Moses send out in the

beginning? Yes, twelve spies. Among the twelve, two
were faithful—they were Joshua and Caleb. When
Joshua and Caleb saw that the Israelites were so
angry and sad, they tried to comfort them and said,
“The land that we went to see is a very good land.
Our God is the Almighty God and He will lead us to
the land of Canaan peacefully. He will give us the
land. If God is with us, there is nothing to be afraid
of.”

Children, can you imagine how courageous and
brave Joshua and Caleb must have been, to stand in
front of the people and tell them to do what was
right in the eyes of God? When everyone else want-
ed to just quit and forget about God’s promise,
Joshua and Caleb reminded them that they should
not be afraid because God would give them the
power they needed to take over the land. Do you
think the people listened to Joshua and Caleb?
(Thumbs up if you think the people listened, thumbs
down if they didn’t.) No! The people did not listen to
them. They didn’t have faith, and they even wanted
to throw stones at Joshua and Caleb. 

God was very sad when He saw that the
Israelites didn’t trust Him. So God said, “You cannot

have this land yet. You will have to travel many more
years in the wilderness.” Instead of going to the beau-
tiful land of Canaan, where the Israelites could rest and
enjoy God’s blessing, they lived in the wilderness for a
total of 40 years. 

HHaavvee FFaaiitthh iinn GGoodd
Have you ever felt lonely and scared at night? Let

me tell you a story. Johnny was one of many children
who was afraid of the dark. He didn’t like to go to
sleep by himself, and would often cry himself to sleep.
One Sabbath, Johnny was in his RE class listening to
Joshua and Caleb’s story just like all of you are doing.
He learned how brave Joshua and Caleb were, and
how much faith they had in God. He decided to ask
God to give him faith to overcome his fear, so that he
wouldn’t be afraid of the dark anymore. That night
before Johnny went to bed, he prayed really hard and
he remembered how his RE teacher once said that even
when we feel like we are alone, we are never really
alone, because God is always beside us protecting us!
So after Johnny prayed, he closed his eyes and thought
about all the blessings God had given him. All of a sud-
den, he felt very safe and peaceful, and he fell asleep
that night without feeling afraid anymore. Children,
how can we be more faithful like Joshua and Caleb?

11.. HHooww mmaannyy ssppiieess ddiidd MMoosseess sseenndd ttoo llooookk aatt

tthhee llaanndd ooff CCaannaaaann??  (Twelve spies.)

22.. WWhhaatt kkiinndd ooff ffrruuiittss ddiidd tthheeyy bbrriinngg bbaacckk??

(They brought back many grapes, pome-

granates and figs.)

33.. HHooww mmaannyy ssppiieess ggaavvee bbaadd rreeppoorrttss aanndd wweerree

aaffrraaiidd ooff tthhee CCaannaaaanniitteess?? (Ten) WWhhaatt wweerree

tthhee tteenn ssppiieess aaffrraaiidd ooff?? (That the

Canaanites, who were strong and tall,

might kill them.)

44.. HHooww ddiidd tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess ffeeeell wwhheenn tthheeyy hheeaarrdd

tthhee uunnffaaiitthhffuull ssppiieess’’ rreeppoorrtt?? (The Israelites

were so sad that they cried all night.)

55.. HHooww mmaannyy ssppiieess ssaaiidd tthhaatt GGoodd wwoouulldd ggiivvee

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg

tthheemm tthhee llaanndd ooff CCaannaaaann?? (Two: Caleb

and Joshua)

66.. HHooww ddiidd tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess ffeeeell aafftteerr CCaalleebb aanndd

JJoosshhuuaa ccoommffoorrtteedd tthheemm?? (They didn’t have

faith, and didn’t want to listen to Caleb

and Joshua to rely on God. They were

mad and even wanted to stone Caleb and

Joshua.)

77.. HHooww ddoo yyoouu tthhiinnkk GGoodd ffeelltt wwhheenn tthhee

IIssrraaeelliitteess ddiidd nnoott wwaanntt ttoo ttrruusstt HHiimm?? (God

was very sad that His people didn’t want

His guidance.)

88.. WWhhaatt ddiidd GGoodd tteellll tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess bbeeccaauussee

tthheeyy ddiiddnn’’tt ttrruusstt HHiimm?? (God said that the

Israelites had to wander in the wilderness

for many more years. Since they didn’t

trust Him, they would not be able to go

into the land right now.)
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P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

AAsskk GGoodd FFoorr CCoouurraaggee
One morning, before school started, Tommy

Lewis met up with his best friends in first grade, Ben
and Andy. He loved hanging out with them whenev-
er there was a break. When the first bell rang,
Tommy and his friends went in to their usual class-
room and greeted their teacher, Mrs. Lee. Tommy sat
down in his seat and began coloring quietly at his
desk. Not long after, Ben whispered to Tommy.

“Tommy, look!” Ben was pointing to Mrs. Lee’s
desk.

“Shhh … it’s coloring time now. Don’t talk or
you might get us in trouble,” Tommy whispered back
to Ben.

“But Tommy, I see some really brightly-colored
erasers on Mrs. Lee’s desk. They look so cool. I wish I
could have one,” said Ben.

Ben couldn’t concentrate on his coloring work
for the rest of the morning. All he could think of was
how wonderful it might be if he could have one of
Mrs. Lee’s brightly colored erasers. When it was time
for morning recess, Tommy, Ben, and Andy got
together to share their snacks. Once again, Ben
asked his two friends if they had seen those brightly
colored erasers on Mrs. Lee’s desk.

Ben kept asking, “I wonder why Mrs. Lee
brought those erasers to school today?”

“Remember, she said that she was going to
bring some special prizes for the students who have
been good all week,” Andy answered. “They really
look pretty cool! If I get to pick, I want the neon
green one,” Andy added.

Ben was quiet for a few seconds, and then he
suggested, “Hey, guys, let’s sneak in the classroom
now and pick out our favorite colored erasers. Mrs.
Lee will never know. Plus, she’s not in the classroom
now—I saw her talking with another teacher in the
office a few minutes ago. She would never notice
that a few were missing from that whole box of
erasers. Let’s go, guys, before it’s too late!”

“Are you sure you want to do that, Ben?” Andy
asked.

“Yes, come with me so you get to pick one for
yourself too,” said Ben excitedly.

Ben turned to Tommy and said, “Come on,

Tommy, don’t be a scaredy-cat! Mrs. Lee won’t
know. Let’s go!”

Poor Tommy had to make a decision about
whether to follow his friends or not. He knew that if
he went with Ben, he would be stealing. He quickly
remembered the Ten Commandments that he
learned at church. One of them is “Do Not Steal.”
Tommy knew that God would be very sad if he stole
from Mrs. Lee. But Ben and Andy were his best
friends. He wanted to do what they did, and didn’t
want to be called a “scaredy-cat.” What should he
do?

Tommy knew that he should not steal no matter
what. So he prayed quietly in his heart to ask God to
give him courage, so that he wouldn’t be afraid to
tell his friends that stealing was not a right thing to
do.

After Tommy said a short silent prayer, he went
up to his friends and said, “Guys, you know that tak-
ing the erasers is not right. We shouldn’t take Mrs.
Lee’s stuff, plus we might get into trouble if we are
caught stealing. Let’s just be super good every day
this week, so that we can be the ones to get the eras-
er as a prize from Mrs. Lee.” 

Tommy felt good when he told his friends that
stealing was wrong. It was hard, but he had done it!
Before anything further could happen, the bell rang
again. It was time to go back to class. 

Ben and Andy decided to listen to Tommy and
be good all week. Mrs. Lee was very happy with their
class behavior throughout the week. On Friday,
when the names of the students were called, Ben,
Andy and Tommy all got to pick their favorite col-
ored eraser.

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11.. WWhhoo ddiidd TToommmmyy lliikkee ttoo hhaanngg oouutt wwiitthh aatt

sscchhooooll?? (Ben and Andy.)
22..  WWhhaatt wwaass BBeenn’’ss rreeaaccttiioonn wwhheenn hhee ssaaww MMrrss.. LLeeee’’ss

bbrriigghhttllyy--ccoolloorreedd eerraasseerrss?? (Ben really liked them.
He first wished that he could have one, then he
wanted to steal one from Mrs. Lee.)

33.. HHooww ddiidd TToommmmyy ffeeeell wwhheenn hhiiss ffrriieennddss wwaanntteedd
hhiimm ttoo ttaakkee tthhee eerraasseerrss wwiitthhoouutt aasskkiinngg?? (It was
hard for Tommy. At first, Tommy wanted to
please his friends and do what they did. But he
knew that God would not be happy with this.)  

44..  WWhhaatt wwoouulldd yyoouu ddoo iiff BBeenn aasskkeedd yyoouu ttoo ssnneeaakk
iinnttoo MMrrss.. LLeeee’’ss rroooomm ttoo sstteeaall eerraasseerrss wwiitthh hhiimm??
(Let students answer.) 
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MMaaggnniiffyyiinngg GGllaassss
Materials:
1. small paper plates (two per student)
2. markers and crayons
3. cellophane
4. scissors
5. glue
6. craft sticks
Directions:
1. Give each student two paper plates and have

them stack the plates on top of each other.
Help them cut the middle of the plates out, so
the plates look like a donut.

2. Pull the two plates apart and glue a piece of cel-
lophane (large enough to fit in the circle)
around the rim of one plate.

3. Glue a craft stick to the edge of the same plate.
4. Now glue the other plate to the first plate to

cover up the stick and cellophane. Once the
plates are aligned, the students should have a

C AAccttiivviittyy 33

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

TThhee TTwweellvvee SSppiieess
How many spies were sent out? Write a number on
each of them to count how many.

What kinds of things did the spies see in the prom-
ised land? Can you name them and color them in?

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

WWhhoo iiss LLiisstteenniinngg ttoo GGoodd??
Look at each set of pictures. Who is listening to
God? Circle the right picture. Tell what they are
doing that shows they are listening to God and
His teachings.

55..  WWhhaatt ddiidd TToommmmyy ddoo ttoo aasskk GGoodd ffoorr ccoouurraaggee ttoo
ddoo wwhhaatt iiss rriigghhtt?? (He prayed in his heart to ask
God for courage, so he could be brave enough

to tell his friends that stealing is wrong.)

magnifying glass.
5. The students can decorate the plates with the

markers to personalize the magnifying glass.
As the students create their craft, review the
story of the spies by pretending they are the
spies. They can use a magnifying glass to “to
see things better.”
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The Twelve SpiesAAccttiivviittyy 22::11

How many spies were sent out?
Write a number on each of them to

count how many.

What kinds of things did the
spies see in the promised

land? Can you name them and
color them in?



Who is Listening to God?
Look at each set of pictures. Who is listening to God? Circle
the right picture. Tell what they are doing that shows they are

listening to God and His teachings.

AAccttiivviittyy 22::22
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1.

3.

2.




