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SSccrriippttuurreess

1 Sam 1:24-28; 2:18-19, 26 

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

God wants all of us to be His good helpers

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To teach the children that they can worship God
by being a good helper even though they are
young

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“Worship the Lord.” (Ps 96:9)  

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 no extra materials
are needed for this
lesson

Samuel Helps God 
in the Tabernacle f

H H

SSaammuueell
As the son of Elkanah and Hannah, Samuel

grew up to be the last great judge in Israel. He was
also one of the first prophets. When Samuel was
born, Hannah’s heart-felt prayer for a son was
answered. In return, she kept her promise to God
and took Samuel to the shrine at Shiloh to be
trained by Eli the priest. Hebrew children were
often nursed for two or three years, possibly more.
Therefore, Samuel was probably between three
and five years of age when Hannah brought him to
live at the tabernacle. 

EEllii aanndd HHiiss SSoonnss
Eli was the high priest in charge of the taber-

nacle located at Shiloh. 1 Samuel 1:9 refers to the
tabernacle, or worship tent. Eli’s two sons, Hophni
and Phinehas, were a disgrace. They would not lis-
ten to their father, and God warned Eli of their ter-
rible fate. Later, they were both killed in a battle
against the Philistines. When Eli heard that God’s
ark had been captured, he collapsed and died (1
Sam 1-4).

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb PPrriieessttss
Those who are called priests are Levites. The

Levites were chosen by God from among the
Israelites. They were to be set apart from the other
tribes for religious duties. Priests had many duties,
mostly connected with the tabernacle, temple sacri-
fices, and worship. But the most important duty was
to teach the people the Law of God. 

TThhee TTaabbeerrnnaaccllee
The tabernacle, or the “tent of meeting,” was a

small provisional meeting place of God and His peo-
ple. When the Jews settled in Canaanite territory
the tabernacle was made into a more permanent
form at Shiloh (Josh 18:1; Jdg 18:31). It was perma-
nent enough to be called a temple, to provide
rooms for Samuel and Eli, and to require that the
entrance doors be opened and closed (1 Sam 3:2,
15). After the Philistines had destroyed Shiloh, they
also captured the ark of the covenant. It was even-
tually returned via Beth Shemesh (1 Sam 6:1-10) and
Kiriath Jearim (1 Sam 7:2). Even then, the ark of the
covenant was kept in some kind of tent-temple (2
Sam 6:17; 7:2). It remained there until Solomon built
a permanent temple.

11



Despite their young age, we want our students to
have a positive “can do” attitude  (1 Tim 4:12). As
today’s story teaches, they are not too young to be
God’s good helpers. Some of them may also be famil-
iar with David and Goliath’s story. We need to explain
why serving God is important–serving is an important
way of worshipping. God loves us. We want to show
God we love Him, and the best way to show we love
Him is to worship Him.

If the students are not sure what the word “wor-
ship” means, back up to easier questions. Ask the stu-
dents why they come to church. What do they do
when they are in church?  When the meaning of wor-
ship is established, talk about the different ways
they’ve seen our brothers and sisters worshipping in
church. Be sure to share that worship doesn’t just
involve praying to God or sitting in the chapel to lis-
ten to the sermon. It also means serving God.

Because the students are young, they may feel
that they are incapable of carrying out the work that

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ
they have witnessed older members completing (e.g.
interpreting a sermon, cleaning the bathrooms,
cooking in the kitchen). Together, brainstorm age-
appropriate chores the students can carry out. Begin
with your own classroom by listing things such as
wiping the boards, pushing in the chairs, picking up
garbage from the floor, straightening the book-
shelves, and tidying up the supply area. As they grow
up, they will find other age-appropriate chores to
do. The most important point is to allow the students
to understand they are not too young to be God’s
helpers and that helping can come in many forms. If
time permits, talk about specific things the students
can do at home to worship God (e.g. family altar,
praying to God, helping parents).

Remember also that positive reinforcement tech-
niques can definitely help to encourage the students
as they serve God. When the children pick up scrap
papers or do other considerate things, thank them.
Praise them for doing good things, and they will be
eager to continue being helpful. Relate their service
to today’s lesson so that there will be a connection to
the Bible and their daily lives.

TTaabbeerrnnaaccllee
a special tent where the people worshiped God

WWoorrsshhiipp
to praise and love God

PPrriieesstt
someone who took care of God’s temple, and taught
the people about God and what He wanted them to do

LLeevviittee
a worker in the temple; a Levite helped the priest, and
also helped the people understand God’s teachings

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

When we think about worship, we often think
about all the things we do within the church. For
example, we worship God by attending service,
singing hymns, and praying in one accord. We also
worship God through our service to Him (e.g. clean-
ing the church, translating on the pulpit, leading
hymns). These are all wonderful ways to show God
how much we love Him. However, true worship also
involves worship in spirit and in truth. Jesus said
that the greatest commandment is to love the Lord
with all our heart and soul. The second is to love our
neighbor as ourselves. That is true worship. That
means that almost anything we do can potentially

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh

be a means to worship our God. It can be things we
do at the office; it can be the words we say to a
friend; it can be what we do when no one is watch-
ing. When we worship God wholeheartedly, we
will act differently than the people of the world.
We are supposed to be set apart and stand out for
Christ. When we love God, we will be careful of
what we say. Our words will be seasoned with salt
and our lips will speak forth God’s praise. And
when no one is watching, we still want to draw
near to God. We will stay away from filthy things
and we will not want to do things that will hurt
God or put our status as a Christian in jeopardy. Let
us be encouraged to worship our God with all our
strength and might so that His name may constant-
ly be glorified. 
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In our last quarter, we learned many stories
about Jesus. We learned about many miracles He
performed. We also learned many teachings about
the kingdom of heaven. Those stories are found in
the New Testament. In this quarter, we are going to
learn from the Old Testament. These stories hap-
pened before Jesus came into the world. But they
are still important stories.

AA YYoouunngg BBooyy CCaalllleedd SSaammuueell
Today, we will learn about a young boy in the

Bible who was a great helper of God. His name was
Samuel. Samuel was a very special boy because he
learned to be a good helper of God when he was
very young. He started to help God when he was
probably just about your age.

Samuel didn’t go to a church like the one we go
to today. During that time, there was no church
building for the Israelites to worship God in. Instead,
they went to a special tent. God gave it a special
name, called the tabernacle. (Teacher may want to
show the students pictures of the tabernacle.)  That’s
a difficult word. Let’s say “tabernacle” together.
(Have students practice a few times.) So it was in the
tabernacle that the Israelites went to talk to God
and worship Him. 

SSaammuueell’’ss MMootthheerr KKeeeeppss HHeerr PPrroommiissee
Samuel learned to worship God and be His

helper in the tabernacle when he was just a little
boy. Do you know why he went there to be God’s
helper even though he was so young? There was a
good reason. His mother, Hannah, loved God very
much and wanted Samuel to know how great God
was. You see, before Samuel was born, his mother
prayed very hard to have a baby. She promised God
that if God would let her have a little boy, she would
take him to God’s tabernacle. He would live there
and help in the tabernacle. And do you know what
happened after that? God heard Hannah’s prayer
and blessed her with a son. That was how Samuel
was born. Hannah loved Samuel very much and it
was probably hard not to be able to be with him
every day. But she remembered her promise to God.
Do you remember the promise? She said she would

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

let Samuel live in the tabernacle and grow up there
so he could learn how to help God. So when Samuel
was old enough, Hannah took Samuel to the taber-
nacle. Samuel was probably around your age, maybe
four or five years old when his mother took him to
live in the tabernacle. It was probably hard for
Samuel when his mother left him there because he
was so young. But Hannah understood the best
place for Samuel to grow up was in God’s taberna-
cle. She knew God would take care of Samuel and
he could learn to be a good helper. Samuel didn’t
really understand what was happening. But he had
seen his parents go to the tabernacle to worship
God when he was a young boy. He knew it was good
to be in God’s house. So he obeyed his parents and
stayed in the tabernacle. That made him very special
in God’s eyes.  

Samuel did not stay in the tabernacle by himself.
He was too young to take care of everything by him-
self. There was someone else who lived in the taber-
nacle. His name was Eli. He was a Levite and he was
the priest. The Bible tells us that in the old days, God
chose the Levites to be His helpers in the tabernacle.
Eli was a priest. A priest was also God’s helper. His
job was to take care of all the things that happened
in the tabernacle. It is just like at church today. We
have many people who help do God’s work and take
care of the church. For example, we have pastors
who spend all their time helping God. There are also
other grown-ups who make sure the church has
everything ready for the members who come to
worship each Sabbath. So Samuel stayed in the tab-
ernacle with Eli, the priest. Before Hannah left
Samuel there, she said something to Eli.

Hannah said, “A long time ago, I stood here in
this tabernacle and prayed that a baby boy would
be born in our family. God answered my prayer so
now I have brought Samuel here to serve the Lord as
long as he lives.”

Eli was happy and thanked God for his new
helper. 

HHaannnnaahh LLoovveess SSaammuueell
Samuel’s parents knew it was good for Samuel

to grow up in the tabernacle, but they probably still
missed him. So every year, on a special day, Samuel’s
parents would come to God’s tabernacle to worship
the Lord and to see Samuel.

“Samuel, you’ve grown!” his mother probably
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said. She also gave him a new robe every year she
came to see him. (Explain that clothes during biblical
times were different. Draw or prepare a picture of a
robe so the students see the difference.) Hannah
made the robe every year by herself because she
loved Samuel very much. When Samuel wore the
robe, he could remember how much his mother
loved him, even though she didn’t live with him.
God also loved Samuel and his parents because they
had good faith. God blessed Hannah with more chil-
dren after Samuel went to live in the tabernacle.   

SSaammuueell HHeellppss iinn tthhee TTaabbeerrnnaaccllee
Samuel lived in the tabernacle for many years

and grew up there. He learned about God and
became a great helper. Eli the priest was like a
teacher to him and taught him all about God.
Samuel was a very good student. He paid very close
attention to his teacher and did what Eli told him to
do in the tabernacle. He was a good helper because
he obeyed Eli.

When Samuel was not learning from Eli, he
would worship God. He worshiped God in different
ways. One way was by praying. He and all the other
people who came to the tabernacle prayed and
talked to God. In their prayers, they asked God to
take care of them and told God how thankful they
were to Him for loving them. Samuel helped the
people, including his parents who came to worship

God, to give thanks to God. There was another spe-
cial way Samuel worshiped God. He took care of the
tabernacle. Samuel probably opened the doors to
the tabernacle so the people could come and wor-
ship God. He helped to keep the tabernacle clean
and tidy. Why is keeping the tabernacle clean and
tidy important? For one thing, the people would
not want to go into a dirty and messy place to wor-
ship God. Also, by cleaning the tabernacle, Samuel
showed how much he loved God. Even though
Samuel was just a young boy, he was ready to help
God. He obeyed Eli and God and did his best.

WWee CCaann BBee GGoodd’’ss HHeellppeerr TToooo
In today’s story, we learned that Samuel wor-

shiped God by helping in the place where he
learned about God. We can worship God this way
too. This is our room (refer to the classroom) where
we come and learn about God. We can take care of
our classroom the way Samuel took care of the tab-
ernacle. What are some things we can do to take
care of our classroom? (Let the students volunteer
their answers.)

Samuel didn’t think he was too young to wor-
ship God and be God’s helper. We can learn from
Samuel. We are not too young to help do God’s
work. We are not too young to pray to God and
worship Him in church.

11.. WWhhoo wwaass tthhee bbooyy wwhhoo lliivveedd iinn tthhee ttaabbeerr--

nnaaccllee?? (Samuel.) 

22.. WWhhyy ddiidd SSaammuueell lliivvee iinn tthhee ttaabbeerrnnaaccllee??

(Samuel’s mother promised God that if she

had a son, she would bring him to the tab-

ernacle to be His helper.)

33.. HHooww ddiidd SSaammuueell lleeaarrnn aabboouutt GGoodd??

(Samuel learned about God from a priest

named Eli.) 

44.. WWhhaatt kkiinnddss ooff tthhiinnggss ddiidd SSaammuueell ddoo iinn tthhee

ttaabbeerrnnaaccllee?? (Samuel learned from Eli, he

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg cleaned the tabernacle, he worshiped

God.)

55.. HHooww ddoo wwee wwoorrsshhiipp GGoodd ttooddaayy?? (We wor-

ship God by coming to church every

Saturday, by praying to God in church and

at home, by listening to the teacher when

a Bible story is being told, etc.) 

66.. CCaann yyoouu nnaammee ssoommee wwaayyss tthhaatt yyoouu ccaann

hheellpp iinn cchhuurrcchh?? (Let the children respond.

Possible answers are cleaning up the class-

room, putting things where they belong,

and being helpful when the teacher or

others needs help.) 
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PPrraayyiinngg FFoorr OOtthheerrss
It was Sabbath day. Rachel was especially excit-

ed today because her favorite teacher, Miss
Johnson, was scheduled to teach the kindergarten
class. Rachel liked all her teachers, but she especial-
ly liked Miss Johnson. She always brought all kinds
of fun stickers and stamps for the class. Best of all,
she always prepared fun games to play and new
songs to share. Rachel and all her friends always
had a great time in Miss Johnson’s class learning
about God.

“I wonder what cool stickers I will get from
Miss Johnson today. I’d better pay attention in
class. If I do well, maybe I will receive extra stick-
ers,” Rachel thought to herself as she ate her
breakfast. Rachel knew Miss Johnson would give
out special stickers to those who listened in class.  

After Mrs. Hayes parked the car in the church
parking lot, Rachel happily skipped to the class-
room. She couldn’t wait for class to start. But to her
surprise, it was not Miss Johnson in the classroom.
Instead, it was Miss Ross.

Rachel couldn’t help but say to Miss Ross, “I
thought it was Miss Johnson teaching this week.”  

“Rachel, why don’t you sit down with the rest
of the class? I have an announcement to make
when everyone is ready,” said Miss Ross.

Rachel sat down and wondered what hap-
pened to Miss Johnson.

When all the children arrived, Miss Ross said to
the whole class, “I know I told you last week that it
would be Miss Johnson’s turn to teach you this
week. But she called me yesterday to tell me that
she was not feeling well. She was afraid if she came
today, she might spread the germs around, so she
asked me to teach you today.”   

Upon hearing this, all the kids said, “But we
love Miss Johnson!” 

Seeing the children’s reaction, Miss Ross said,”I
know Miss Johnson is a wonderful teacher and you
are disappointed that she couldn’t be here today.
But she is very sick. I am sure you would want her
to feel better, right?”

Tommy raised his hand, “Can we make a card
for Miss Johnson? One time, when my grandpa was

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

sick, I drew a picture for him. Grandpa told me later
that my picture made him feel better.”   

“That’s a wonderful idea, Tommy,” said Miss
Ross. “Is there anything else we can do to help Miss
Johnson feel better?”   

Some children said they could draw flowers;
others said they could make get-well cards too.
Miss Ross welcomed all the ideas and she was happy
everyone wanted to do something. Rachel wanted
to do something too. She thought really hard. She
wanted Miss Johnson to feel better. What could she
do to help? Then Rachel thought of a good idea.
She raised her hand.

“Miss Ross, can we say a special prayer for Miss
Johnson today? My mom says that God will help
sick people feel better soon!” 

Miss Ross’s face lit up. “Of course! Thank you
all for being so thoughtful. Yes, we should say a
special prayer for Miss Johnson today. I am sure
when I tell Miss Johnson, she will be very happy to
know that you all care so much about her. Let’s pray
together for Miss Johnson.”

Everyone knelt down, closed their eyes, and
clasped their hands together.

“In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ we pray.
Dear heavenly Father, thank you for the holy
Sabbath. Thank you for all the blessings of the past
week. Lord, please take care of Miss Johnson. She is
sick and cannot be here today. We miss her. Help
her to feel better. We love her and we dedicate this
prayer in your name. May all the glory and praise be
onto your name. Hallelujah! Amen!”

The children felt less sad after the prayer. They
missed Miss Johnson but they were glad that God
listened to their prayer and would make her feel
better.

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11.. WWhhaatt ddiidd tthhee cchhiillddrreenn wwaanntt ttoo ddoo ttoo hheellpp MMiissss

JJoohhnnssoonn ffeeeell bbeetttteerr?? (They wanted to make get
well cards and say a prayer for her.)

22.. WWhhaatt ddoo yyoouu tthhiinnkk iiss tthhee bbeesstt wwaayy ttoo hheellpp
tthhoossee wwhhoo aarree iinn nneeeedd?? (Allow students to
respond.)

33.. HHaavvee yyoouu eevveerr pprraayyeedd ffoorr ootthheerrss?? HHooww ddoo yyoouu
ffeeeell wwhheenn yyoouu pprraayy ffoorr ootthheerrss?? (Allow students
to share their answers.)
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C AAccttiivviittyy 33

LLeett’’ss BBee GGoodd’’ss HHeellppeerrss aanndd CClleeaann UUpp!!
After the lesson, encourage the students to clean
up the room. Organize them into pairs so that they
can be responsible for something together. They
can clean the board, wipe the tables, throw out the
trash, and organize the Bibles and hymn books. This
is a good opportunity to get the students involved
and put their learning into action. Remind them
that they are good helpers of God.

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

HHeellpp HHaannnnaahh BBrriinngg SSaammuueell ttoo tthhee TTaabbeerrnnaaccllee
Look at maze. Help Hannah bring Samuel to the
tabernacle where he can learn to be God’s good
worker.

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

WWhhoo IIss BBeeiinngg aa GGoooodd HHeellppeerr??
Look at each set of pictures. Who is being a good
helper? Circle the word “Yes” if the person is being
a good helper. Circle the word “No” if the person is
not being a good helper. Discuss why the “Yes”
examples are good examples to follow.
1. One child is putting the Bibles away while the

other is talking on the phone.
2. One child is helping with the groceries while

the other is busy playing with a toy.
3. One child is helping to fold the clothes while

the other is playing with blocks.



Help Hannah Bring Samuel To The TabernacleAAccttiivviittyy 11::11
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Who Is Being A Good Helper?
Look at each set of pictures. Who is being a good helper?
Circle the word “Yes” if the person is being a good helper.

Circle the word “No” if the person is not being a good helper.
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AAccttiivviittyy 11::22

Yes No

Yes No Yes No

Yes No Yes No

Yes No




