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OOvveerrvviieeww

SSccrriippttuurreess

1 Sam 3:1-21 

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

God blesses those who obey Him

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To be able to explain the benefits of obeying God;
to identify actions of disobedience to God and to
offer alternative behaviors

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“You shall obey the voice of the Lord
your God.” (Deut 27:10)  

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 no extra materials are
needed for this lesson

Samuel Obeys God

f

H H

SSaammuueell
As the son of Elkanah and Hannah, Samuel

grew up to be the last great judge in Israel. He was
also one of the first prophets. When Samuel was
born, Hannah’s heart-felt prayer for a son was
answered. In return, she kept her promise to God
and took Samuel to the shrine at Shiloh to be
trained by Eli the priest. Hebrew children were often
nursed for two or three years, possibly more.
Therefore, Samuel was probably between three and
five years of age when Hannah brought him to live
at the tabernacle. 

EEllii aanndd HHiiss SSoonnss
Eli was the high priest in charge of the taberna-

cle located at Shiloh. 1 Samuel 1:9 refers to the tab-
ernacle, or worship tent. Eli’s two sons, Hophni and
Phinehas, were a disgrace. They would not listen to
their father, and God warned Eli of their terrible
fate. Later, they were both killed in a battle against
the Philistines. When Eli heard that God’s ark had
been captured, he collapsed and died (1 Sam 1-4).

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb PPrriieessttss
Those who are called priests are Levites. The

Levites were chosen by God from among the
Israelites. They were to be set apart from the other
tribes for religious duties. Priests had many duties,
mostly connected with the tabernacle, temple sacri-
fices, and worship. But the most important duty was
to teach the people the Law of God. 

TThhee TTaabbeerrnnaaccllee
The tabernacle, or the “tent of meeting,” was a

small provisional meeting place of God and His peo-
ple. When the Jews settled in Canaanite territory
the tabernacle was made into a more permanent
form at Shiloh (Josh 18:1; Jdg 18:31). It was perma-
nent enough to be called a temple, to provide
rooms for Samuel and Eli, and to require that the
entrance doors be opened and closed (1 Sam 3:2,
15). After the Philistines had destroyed Shiloh, they
also captured the ark of the covenant. It was even-
tually returned via Beth Shemesh (1 Sam 6:1-10) and
Kiriath Jearim (1 Sam 7:2). Even then, the ark of the
covenant was still kept in some kind of tent-temple
(2 Sam 6:17; 7:2). It remained there until Solomon
built a permanent temple.
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“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the
soul” (Ps 19:7). God’s way is the best way. His words
are perfect for us because God’s teachings are for our
own good. As long as we obey His words, we will walk
on the righteous path.

Throughout the lesson, emphasize the impor-
tance of obedience as part of our Christian faith.  Since
we trust in God, we also trust in His teachings, and
therefore obey His commands. Samuel trusted Eli so
he went back to sleep every time Eli told him to.
Samuel obeyed because he had a simple faith. The
innocence of four- to six-year-olds can actually help
them exhibit this kind of simple faith. Our aim is to let
the children know and accept the notion that God’s
commands are good for us. Therefore we obey with-
out questioning.

For example, children listen to their parents
because they understand their parents know what is
good for them. They follow the rules their parents set

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ up for them because they trust their parents to take
care of them. The children also understand that their
parents have authority over them, and so they need
to obey even if they don’t always like the rules.
Actually, children don’t like certain rules because they
know disobedience comes with unpleasant conse-
quences. But we need to show the children that even
though God’s commands may sometimes seem strict,
the commandments from God are actually designed
by God for our own good. If we are able to obey
God’s commands and teachings, God will protect us
from temptations and deliver us from evil (Mt 6:13).
Also, instead of focusing on the negative, we need to
teach the children that when we obey, we will be
blessed. This is His promise (Deut 28:1-2). God was so
pleased with Samuel’s obedience that He made
Samuel a prophet. When the students grow up, they
can also be like Samuel, leading a life that is protect-
ed and blessed by God. But this kind of obedience
and trust begins now and that is what we need to
teach our students today.

OObbeeyy
to follow the rules; to listen to and do what others
tell you to

PPrroopphheett
a messenger of God; this person tells others
about God’s words

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh

Jesus spent a good part of His ministry teaching
others about the true meaning of obedience. And
He did not do it through mere words. He lived it. He
prayed to God not because He was supposed to, but
because He wanted and needed to. He did not heal
someone on the Sabbath to deliberately stir up the
people. He did it because that is what God taught
Him to do. He did not raise Lazarus from the dead
to show off His amazing powers. He was glorifying
God. Even until the end, when He was about to be
crucified, He asked that God’s will be done. Jesus is
the best example of a completely obedient servant.

Today, we have many opportunities to demon-
strate our obedience to God. In our words, in our
behavior, and in our faith, we can show God our sin-
cere desire to worship Him.

1100

We teach our children to obey God and to listen
to His teachings. But what exactly does that mean?
Does it mean to just follow God’s commands? If
that were the case, then the Pharisees would have
been the most obedient of all the believers. They
followed God’s laws down to the last iota. But
Samuel reminded us that “to obey is better than
sacrifice” (1 Sam 15:22). That means we need to
obey God with a sincere heart. Obedience is not just
about following rules and regulations. If we don’t
love God with our heart, then our actions would
not mean anything.

JJuuddggee
someone who tells others what is right from
wrong; during the time of Samuel, the judge
was also the leader of the people
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Have you played the game “Simon Says”
before? What is the most important rule of that
game? (Let the children respond.) To be a good play-
er at this game, we need to listen carefully and do
exactly as Simon says, right? (Teacher may wish to
play this game now. Ensure it is structured. Be sure
not to let the game take over the class. Alternatively,
you may wish to play the game after the lesson to tie
into the listening aspect of the lesson.)

Are you good at listening and following instruc-
tions? What do we use to listen with? That’s right,
we use our ears. God gives us ears so we can hear
and listen. God wants us to use our ears to listen to
His words. Today, we are going to learn how to obey
God by being a good listener. Remember Samuel
who grew up in God’s temple? As soon as he was old
enough, his mother brought him there to live. He
was going to live with Eli the priest and learn how to
serve God. Today, we are going to learn how Samuel
used his listening ears to obey Eli and God’s words.    

SSaammuueell GGeettss RReeaaddyy ttoo SSlleeeepp
After he moved into the temple of God, Samuel

was busy learning from Eli every day. Sometimes, Eli
would teach him about God. Sometimes, he would
pray to God. And other times he helped Eli in the
tabernacle (review the meaning of tabernacle). He
would clean it up and get it ready for the people to
come worship the Lord. As Samuel grew up, he
became Eli’s best helper. Eli knew Samuel would be
a good worker for God one day since he was obedi-
ent. That means Samuel always listened to what Eli
told him to do.

One night, Eli was very tired after a long day’s
work and went to bed early. Samuel also got ready
for bed. He lay down and closed his eyes.

SSaammuueell HHeeaarrss AA VVooiiccee
As Samuel was just about to go to sleep, some-

thing strange happened. Suddenly, Samuel heard
someone calling his name.

“Samuel, Samuel!”
Upon hearing that, Samuel sat up in his bed.

Who could be calling him?
“It must be my teacher Eli,” Samuel thought to

himself. He got out of bed and went to where Eli

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

slept.
“Here I am, teacher. Did you call me? Do you

need something?” Samuel asked. 
Eli opened his eyes. He looked puzzled.
“No, I did not call you,” Eli said. “Now go back

to bed, Samuel.”
So Samuel went back to bed. He was pretty

sure he had heard something but since Eli told him
to go back to sleep, that is what Samuel did.
Everything was quiet again after Samuel settled in.
But then, he heard the same voice again.

“Samuel, Samuel!”
This time, Samuel heard it clearly. This voice

was calling his name. Again, he quickly went to Eli.
“Here I am, Eli. I heard you calling me.”
“No, Samuel,” Eli said. “I did not call you. Go

back to bed again.”
This was very strange. But Samuel obeyed and

went back to bed. He was about to go to sleep when
he heard the voice one more time.

“Samuel, Samuel!”
Samuel heard the same voice for the third time.

Samuel ran to Eli.
“Here I am, Eli. I am sure you called me this

time,” explained Samuel. 
At first, Eli didn’t understand why Samuel kept

coming to him. He did not call Samuel. Why was
Samuel saying that? So he thought for a minute.
Suddenly he knew why. It was God who was calling
Samuel. Samuel thought it was Eli because he had
never heard God’s voice. This was the very first time
that God called Samuel.  

SSaammuueell OObbeeyyss
When Eli realized that God had been calling

Samuel, he told him, “Go lie down. If you hear
someone call your name again, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for
your servant hears.’” (Instruct the children to echo
and practice this phrase, pretending they are
Samuel.) This means that Samuel is telling God he is
listening to God.

Samuel obeyed Eli and went back to bed. And
it wasn’t long before he heard that voice again.

“Samuel, Samuel!”
This time, instead of running to Eli, Samuel

knew just what to do. He lay very quietly and said
what Eli told him to say.

“Speak for your servant hears.” (Have the chil-
dren echo this phrase again.)
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After Samuel said this, something amazing hap-
pened. God spoke to Samuel. Samuel listened care-
fully to everything God told him. God told him many
things that would happen in the future. Do you
know why God wanted to talk to Samuel? God told
Samuel these things because He knew Samuel would
be a good prophet and judge. A long time ago the
people of Israel had prophets or judges to lead them.
Prophets and judges were people who listened to
God and helped the Israelites, God’s people.
Prophets and judges also told the people if they were
doing something wrong, and showed them what
God wanted them to do. After Samuel grew up, he
became a prophet and judge. He was a good prophet
and judge because he listened to God.

WWee CCaann OObbeeyy TToooo
Samuel learned a special lesson that night–it is

always important to listen and obey. Because Samuel

was a good listener, God loved him for his obedi-
ence, and God made him His prophet and judge.
Samuel became a very important worker for God.   

From today’s lesson, we learned that listening to
God’s words carefully can help us do great things for
God. Samuel didn’t argue or talk back to Eli when he
was told to go back to sleep, even though he heard
the voice. Samuel just obeyed. To obey is to follow
without questioning. Samuel obeyed three times in a
row and went back to bed. He did not say, “I am sure
I heard your voice,” or “Why do you keep calling me
and then telling me to go back to sleep?” He simply
went to Eli every time he heard the call. God was
very pleased with Samuel’s obedience. In the same
way, we can listen to and obey God’s words. We will
please God and feel good about ourselves too. And
the Bible promises that God will bless His children
who obey. 

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg know. He also tells them if they are dis-

obeying God and teaches them what they

should do. A judge is like a leader for the

people. He can lead the people into bat-

tle. He also tells them what to do when

there is a problem. He helps them solve

their problems.)

77.. OOuurr mmeemmoorryy vveerrssee tteellllss uuss ttoo ddoo wwhhaatt iiss

rriigghhtt aanndd ggoooodd.. HHooww ccaann wwee oobbeeyy oouurr

tteeaacchheerrss?? (Listen to the Bible story, do

what the teacher tells us to do, follow the

class rules, etc.)

88.. HHooww ccaann wwee oobbeeyy oouurr ppaarreennttss?? (Go to

sleep early, pray to God as a family, not

watch too much T.V., help do chores, etc.)

99.. HHooww ccaann wwee oobbeeyy GGoodd?? (Pray to Him,

come to class on time, help clean up the

classroom, read the Bible, be helpful to

others, etc.)

1100.. WWhhyy ddoo wwee wwaanntt ttoo oobbeeyy GGoodd?? (God is

pleased when we obey and do what is

right. This is the best way to show our

love for God.)

11.. HHooww mmaannyy ttiimmeess ddiidd SSaammuueell hheeaarr aa vvooiiccee

ccaallll hhiiss nnaammee?? (Four times.) 

22.. WWhhaatt ddiidd hhee ddoo tthhee ffiirrsstt tthhrreeee ttiimmeess hhee

hheeaarrdd hhiiss nnaammee bbeeiinngg ccaalllleedd?? (He went to

Eli quickly and said, “Here I am.”) 

33.. BBeeffoorree EEllii kknneeww iitt wwaass GGoodd ccaalllliinngg SSaammuueell,,

wwhhaatt ddiidd hhee tteellll SSaammuueell ttoo ddoo?? (He told

Samuel to go back to bed.)

44.. WWhhaatt ddiidd EEllii tteellll SSaammuueell ttoo ddoo wwhheenn hhee

rreeaalliizzeedd iitt wwaass GGoodd wwhhoo wwaass ccaalllliinngg

SSaammuueell’’ss nnaammee?? (Eli told Samuel to say,

“Speak, for your servant hears.”) 

55.. WWhhaatt ddiidd GGoodd tteellll SSaammuueell?? (God told

Samuel about some things that would hap-

pen in the future.)

66.. AAfftteerr SSaammuueell ggrreeww uupp hhee bbeeccaammee aa pprroopphheett

aanndd jjuuddggee ffoorr GGoodd.. WWhhaatt ddooeess iitt mmeeaann ttoo

bbee aa pprroopphheett?? WWhhaatt ddooeess iitt mmeeaann ttoo bbee aa

jjuuddggee?? (A prophet is a messenger of God.

He tells people what God wants them to



1133

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

““WWee CChhoooossee ttoo OObbeeyy!!””
“Mom, the mailman is here! Can I can go and

get the mail?” Juan Lopez yelled. 
He was looking out the front window and saw

the mailman come up. Getting the mail was his
favorite responsibility at home. Since he learned to
recognize his name, he loved to receive anything
with his name on it. He wondered if he would receive
something special today.

“Okay, go get the mail. Be careful not to let any
letters fly away or drop on the driveway,” said Mrs.
Lopez as she put a casserole into the oven.  

Juan opened the front door and went outside.
Their mailbox was at the curb in front of their yard.
Juan carefully grabbed all the mail. It was Monday so
there was a good stack of letters, but he was careful
and carried them back into the house.

Juan came into the kitchen and put all the mail
on the table. 

“Mom, can I sort through the mail and see if
there’s anything for me?” Juan asked politely.

“Sure! Can you also put the grocery ads aside for
me? I need to see what’s on sale this week,” said Mrs.
Lopez.   

Juan looked at the pile of mail and he quickly
put the ads aside. They were usually larger than the
rest of the letters. Then he looked at the letters. The
ones with his parents’ names on them he put into a
different pile. There weren’t many letters left after
that.

“They are probably junk mail,” Juan thought to
himself. His mom had taught him that junk mail
meant letters that weren’t important at all.
Suddenly, he saw a small envelope with his name on
it.

To: Juan Lopez.
“Mom, I have a letter! Someone sent me a let-

ter! Ooh, ooh, I got a letter today!” Juan started
dancing and singing in the kitchen.

Mrs. Lopez washed her hands and came to the
kitchen table to look.

“Well, are  you going to open it?” asked Mrs.
Lopez.

Juan carefully ripped open one of the sides. His
mom had taught him to do that too. He opened the

envelope and took a card out. He couldn’t read all
the words, but it was a card with a picture of a swim-
ming pool, a pair of sunglasses, and summer drinks
in the front. 

“Is it a birthday invitation, Mom? Is it? It’s a pool
party, right? I know, it must a pool party! I can tell
from the pictures. Who is it from?” Juan asked excit-
edly.

“You are right. It’s an invitation from your
friend Daniel, from school,” Mrs. Lopez said.

“Yes! I am going to a birthday party!” Juan was
jumping up and down by now.

Mrs. Lopez continued to read the card.
“Let’s see. When is the party? September 17 at

12 noon at their backyard pool. Uh-oh, Juan.
September 17 is a Saturday.”   

“That’s great. I don’t have school. You can just
drop me off and pick me up later,” Juan offered.  

Mrs. Lopez put down the card and looked at
Juan.

“No, I cannot do that. You should know by now
that Saturday is the Sabbath day. We can’t go to a
birthday party on Saturday at noon because we will
be at church service.”   

“What? That’s not fair!” Juan said as he blinked
back some tears. Then he thought of an idea. “Can
we just go to church in the morning so I can still
make it to the party in the afternoon?” Juan looked
at his mother with hope in his eyes.

Mrs. Lopez said gently, “Juan, I know it’s hard to
give up a birthday party. It sounds like a lot of fun,
and Daniel is a good friend of yours. But I need you
to calm down and listen for a minute.”

Juan wanted to say something, but Mrs. Lopez
said calmly, “Why don’t I pour you a glass of cold
milk? I want you to listen to me as you are drinking
your milk, and think before you make a choice.”

When both of them sat down, Mrs. Lopez said,
“Juan, I know sometimes God’s rules may seem hard
to obey. But I know you want to listen and obey.
One of God’s rules for us is to observe the Sabbath.
That means we need to go to church on Saturdays to
worship God. That is how we show God we love Him.
It is not right to skip church so we can have fun.
Daniel will understand that you have important
things to do on Saturday. I will help you explain this
to his parents. You two can still play together some
other day. How about I ask his mom if it’s okay that
you two do something fun together on Sunday
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““II AAmm LLiisstteenniinngg aanndd OObbeeyyiinngg”” SSoonngg
God called Samuel one night. Samuel thought it was
Eli calling him, but Eli knew that God had an impor-
tant message for Samuel. Eli told Samuel to go to his
bed and wait to listen to God. Sing the song to the
tune of “Frere Jaques.” Encourage the students to
do their best to listen and obey.
II aamm lliisstteenniinngg..
II aamm lliisstteenniinngg,,
TToo tthhee LLoorrdd,,
TToo tthhee LLoorrdd..
II wwaanntt ttoo oobbeeyy GGoodd..
II wwaanntt ttoo oobbeeyy GGoodd..
EEvveerryy ddaayy..
EEvveerryy ddaayy..

C AAccttiivviittyy 33

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

WWhhaatt HHaappppeenneedd ttoo SSaammuueell??
Look at the four pictures. Help the students answer
the questions.
1. How many times did Samuel hear God call his

name? (Four times; he went to Eli three times,
then on the fourth time, he talked to God.)

2. How many times did Samuel go to see Eli?
(Three times.) 

3. What did Samuel say to God? (“Your servant is
listening.”)

4. Why might Samuel be smiling? (He is happy
God talked to him.)

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

AArree WWee OObbeeyyiinngg?? YYeess oorr NNoo??
Circle whether the people are obeying or disobeying
God. Talk about alternative behaviors to show obe-
dience if the pictures shows disobedience.

instead?”
Juan thought about his mom’s idea for a

moment.
“But there will be so many friends at the

party.”
“I know. But you have to make a choice here.

You know God loves us, and He has blessed our
family so much. We want to love Him back. I  hope
you will understand that to be a good Christian
means we obey God’s words, no matter what.”

“Are you sure you are going to call Daniel’s
mom and ask if we can play on Sunday instead?”
Juan asked.

“Yes, I will. I think you are making a wise
choice. You are choosing to obey God’s commands.
I am so proud of you,” Mrs. Lopez said as she gave
Juan a big hug.

“Does this mean I can’t ever go to any par-
ties?” Juan asked.

Mrs. Lopez looked at Juan and said, “No, only
the ones that are on Saturdays because that’s our
special day with God.”

“Well, I guess there will be other birthdays,”
said Juan. “Are you sure this will really make God
happy?”

“Absolutely. He knows you are giving up
something you love so that you can worship Him.
God will bless you for obeying Him,” said Mrs.
Lopez as she took Juan’s empty cup.

“I still feel a little sad, Mom,” said Juan.
“How about we read a book together? Then

my casserole should be ready. And after dinner, we
can open that yummy chocolate ice cream we
bought yesterday,” Mrs. Lopez said, trying to cheer
Juan up.

“Chocolate! Yummy!” Juan said as he ran to
the family room to grab a book.

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt::
11.. HHaavvee yyoouu eevveerr hhaadd ttoo ggiivvee uupp ssoommeetthhiinngg

bbeeccaauussee yyoouu hhaadd ttoo ccoommee ttoo cchhuurrcchh?? WWhhaatt
hhaappppeenneedd?? (Allow students to share.)

22.. WWhhyy iiss iitt iimmppoorrttaanntt tthhaatt wwee kkeeeepp SSaabbbbaatthh aanndd
ccoommee ttoo cchhuurrcchh oonn SSaattuurrddaayyss?? (God has
blessed this day. We come to church to show
God we want to worship Him.)

33.. HHooww ddoo yyoouu oobbeeyy yyoouurr ppaarreennttss aanndd GGoodd??
(Encourage the students to give examples
from everyday life.)

1. They are fighting. (Disobeying.)
2. They are arguing. (Disobeying.)
3. He is praying with his eyes open. (Disobeying.)
4. He is putting his toys away. (Obeying.)
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What Happened to Samuel?AAccttiivviittyy 22::11

How many times did
Samuel go to see Eli?

How many times did Samuel
hear God call his name?

What did Samuel say to God?
Why might Samuel be smiling?

____________
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I think
your idea

is silly.

Well, I
don’t like

you.

1. They are fighting.

Obeying God Disobeying God

2. They are arguing.

Obeying God Disobeying God

3. He is praying with his eyes open.

Obeying God Disobeying God

4. He is putting his toys away.

Obeying God Disobeying God

Are We Obeying? Yes or No?
Circle the answers.

AAccttiivviittyy 22::22




