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SSccrriippttuurreess

1 Sam 8-12

BBiibbllee TTrruutthh OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

We are God’s chosen people

BBeehhaavviioorraall OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To recognize we are special children of God

MMeemmoorryy VVeerrssee

“I chose you out of the world.” (Jn 15:19)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn 

88 large popsicle sticks
88 colored construction paper
88 scissors
88 glue
88 markers

Samuel Anoints Saul as
the First King f

H H

SSaammuueell
Samuel was dedicated to the Lord before his

birth (1 Sam 1:1). When he was old enough, he was
brought to the tabernacle and raised by Eli, the
priest. He was taught the words of God and spent his
early years serving the Lord. The Bible records that
he “grew in stature, and in favor both with the Lord
and men” (1 Sam 2:26). After the death of Eli and his
sons, Israel experienced many years of oppression
from the Philistines. This was the time Samuel
emerged as the judge of the Israelites. Eventually, he
led the people to victory over the Philistines at
Mizpah and drove them away from Israel’s territory.
After this, the Israelites were able to live mostly in
peace.

When Samuel was old, he allowed his sons to
judge over Israel (1 Sam 8:1-2). However, his sons did
not walk in the ways of the Lord. This is when the
Israelites asked for a king to rule over them. Instead
of being God’s special people, the Israelites wanted
to be the same as all the other nations and have an
earthly king fight their battles (1 Sam 8:19). They

BBiibbllee KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb rejected God as their king and wanted someone
else. The Bible records that Samuel was displeased
upon hearing their request. But as always, he
prayed to God and asked for guidance. God told
him to first warn the Israelites of the consequences
of asking for a king (1 Sam 8:10-18). When the peo-
ple did not heed the words of Samuel, he prayed to
God once more, and God told him to do as they
asked.

SSaauull
Saul was the first king of Israel. He was the son

of Kish, a man from the tribe of Benjamin. He is
described as tall and handsome (1 Sam 9:1-2, 21). He
was first secretly anointed by Samuel (1 Sam 10:1)
and then later selected publicly by lot (1 Sam 10:17-
24). Saul began his reign well and proved himself to
be a fit leader by delivering the city of Jabesh
Gilead and giving God the credit (1 Sam 11). But
later, Saul allowed jealousy and mistrust to rule
over his heart and made many errors in judgment.
Eventually, he failed to trust God altogether and
disobeyed God’s commands. In the end, Saul and his
sons were killed by the hands of the Philistines (1
Sam 31).
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In today’s lesson the first king of Israel, Saul, is
chosen. We can be sure that the children will love
hearing about him because they are fascinated by
fairy tales about kings and queens, princes and
princesses. This is because it is a completely different
world to them. In all these children’s stories, people
are dressed up in fancy clothes, there are many parties
to attend, and kings and queens can give out com-
mands.

When Saul was picked to be the king in front of
all the people, there may not have been a big feast.
But there was certainly a lot of commotion and cause
for celebration. The people shouted, “Long live the
king!” It would have been a joyous occasion for Saul
and the people. However, this was not a fairy tale. The

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg YYoouurr SSttuuddeennttssOQ
focus of this lesson is not that a king was picked and
how happy everyone was. Actually, God was sad that
the people wanted someone else to lead them.
Therefore, it is important to turn the focus of the les-
son to the simple fact that God chose Saul because he
was the right person for the job at that time. Even
though the people really wanted a king, they were
not allowed to just select any one they wanted. They
still needed to trust and obey God. God always has His
plans for everything, and His way is the best way.

We can teach the students about obedience to
God’s will in many of the Bible stories. This is a con-
stant theme. As they see how God is in control of
everything, they will begin to naturally turn to Him
for all things, big and small. They can pray to Him
before a rehearsal, when someone is sick, or if they
just want to share some news with Him. This is a great
way to build up a solid foundation for their faith.

NNaattiioonnss
countries and lands

RReejjeecctt
when we reject something, it means we don’t
want it

AAnnooiinntt
to pour oil on someone’s head; it is a special way to
show that person that God has given him an important
job

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

In 1 Samuel 8:19, the Israelites said to Samuel,
“We will have a king over us, that we also may be
like all the nations and that our king may judge us
and go out before us and fight our battles.”

Although we cannot place our human emotions
onto God, God must have felt something similar to
being heart-broken upon hearing these words.
Why? It was not wrong to have a king lead the peo-
ple. In fact, it was a part of God’s plan (Gen 49:10;
Num 24:17; Deut 17:14-20). It was the way the
Israelites asked and their motive for wanting a king
that displeased God. They wanted a king because
they wanted to be like the other nations. They also
wanted a king to lead them into battle. In essence,
they were replacing God with an earthly leader.
That is why God said to Samuel, “They have not

a BBeeffoorree YYoouu TTeeaacchh

rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I
should not reign over them” (1 Sam 8:7).

The Israelites were a separate people. They
were not supposed to be the same as other
nations. Yet, that was what they were asking for.
They could not have possibly forgotten all the
great things God had done for them in battle. But
they wanted to put their trust in a human being
instead. We can see how the Israelites, again and
again, rejected God’s guidance.

What about us? Have we been rejecting Him
without even realizing it? When we encounter a
problem, do we use our own methods to resolve it
or do we put it into our prayer? When we are cel-
ebrating, do we share our happiness with God?
Whether we have ups or downs, do we turn to the
world first for answers or do we look to God as our
friend and guide? God is our constant companion
and He wants to be by our side, leading us each
step of the way. Let us remember to let Him reign.
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SSaammuueell GGrroowwss OOlldd
In the last lesson, we learned about Samuel.

Samuel grew up in the temple with Eli the priest. He
lived there because his mother made a promise to
God that Samuel would serve God all his life. One
time, God spoke to Samuel when he was getting
ready to go to sleep. At first, Samuel thought Eli was
talking to him. But after three times, Eli knew that it
was God’s voice. God was trying to tell Samuel some
important things. When Samuel told God he was lis-
tening, God told him many things that would hap-
pen in the future. God told Samuel these things
because He knew Samuel would be a good helper
and judge. A long time ago the people of Israel had
judges to lead them. Judges were people who lis-
tened to God and helped the Israelites. Judges also
told the people if they were doing something wrong
and showed them what God wanted them to do.  

After Samuel grew up, he became a judge. He
was a good judge and listened to God. He led the
Israelites for many years, and the people lived in
peace. When Samuel became old he let his two sons,
Joel and Abijah, lead Israel. But Joel and Abijah did
not do what God wanted them to do. Instead they
did wrong things including taking money from other
people.

TThhee PPeeooppllee WWaanntt aa KKiinngg
The people of Israel were very unhappy about

Samuel’s sons. They looked at the other nations
around them. They saw that the other countries had
kings to lead them, not judges. The people began to
think, “Wouldn’t it be great to have a king? Then we
would be like other people.”

So the Israelites went to Samuel and said,
“Please find us a king. We want to be like the other
people.”

When Samuel heard this, he was not happy. He
knew that God would not like what the people were
asking for. This is because the Israelites were the spe-
cial people of God. They were different. God was
their leader. No other country had God as their
leader. They were not supposed to be like other peo-
ple. Samuel went to God to find out what he should
do.

/ BBiibbllee SSttoorryy

God said to him, “It’s not you they have reject-
ed, but Me.” This meant that God knew His people
did not want Him to lead them. God is the best
leader but the people wanted a man to lead them
instead. Samuel went back to the Israelites to try
and change their minds.

“Having a king will not be good because he
will take things from you and make you work for
him,” explained Samuel. However, the people did
not listen and insisted on having a king. Samuel
prayed to God again and told Him what the people
wanted. In the end, God allowed them to have a
king. But who would be the first king? God had a
special person in mind for the important job. His
name was Saul. He was a handsome and strong
young man. The Bible also says that Saul was the
tallest of all the people.

SSaammuueell AAnnooiinnttss SSaauull
One day, Saul’s father lost his donkeys, and he

sent Saul and a servant to find them. Saul obeyed
and traveled far to find the donkeys. However, they
couldn’t find them even after looking for a long
time. Then Saul’s servant had an idea. He told Saul
that he knew a man of God who knew many things.
Maybe he could help them find the donkeys. So Saul
and his servant went to look for this man of God.
Who do you think this man of God was? That’s
right, it was Samuel.

A very special thing happened the day before
Saul met Samuel. God had already told Samuel He
was going to send a man to him who was going to
be the king over Israel.  This man was Saul. God told
Samuel that he must anoint Saul. To anoint some-
one means to pour oil over the person’s head. By
doing this, it means this person has a special job to
do.

When Saul and his servant finally found
Samuel, God said to Samuel again that Saul was the
one He had chosen to be king. Samuel knew that
Saul was worried about the donkeys. So he told Saul
not to worry about the animals because they had
been found. Saul did not know this because he was
so far away from home. But Saul was very glad that
this man of God knew that the donkeys were safe.
Samuel told Saul and his servant to stay one night.
This is because the next day, Samuel wanted to tell
Saul about the special job God had prepared for
him.
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Early the next morning, Samuel walked with
Saul and his servant out of the city. As they walked,
Samuel asked Saul’s servant to walk ahead of them.
Samuel did this because he wanted to tell Saul that
God wanted him to be the king. After the servant
walked ahead, Samuel told Saul all that God wanted
him to know. Then Samuel took oil and poured it on
Saul’s head. This was a sign that God anointed Saul
as king.

After this, Saul went home, and he told his fam-
ily all about the donkeys and how he met Samuel.
But he didn’t tell anyone that Samuel had anointed
him. Why don’t you think Saul told anyone? (Let the
children answer.) Maybe Saul was scared and did not
really understand what a big job God had in mind for
him.

TThhee PPeeooppllee FFiinndd OOuutt SSaauull IIss tthhee KKiinngg
After Samuel anointed Saul, Samuel gathered

all the people of Israel together. He told them that
since they did not want God as their king, God had
anointed a king to lead them. His name was Saul.
The people were excited and wanted to know what
this new king looked like, but they couldn’t find him.
This was because when Saul heard the news, he was
a little scared about becoming a king. He found a
place to hide so that the Israelites couldn’t find him.

But God knew where he was hiding and told the
people. The people ran to find him and brought him
in front of all the Israelites. When Saul walked in
front of the people, he was taller than all of them.
The people were happy because now they had a king
to rule them. They even shouted, “Long live the
king!”

WWee AArree SSttiillll GGoodd’’ss SSppeecciiaall PPeeooppllee
Even though God was not happy that the

Israelites wanted a king, God still chose a king for
them. He could not just let the people pick whoever
they wanted. This is because God has His plans and
we have to obey His plans. God chose Saul as the
king over the Israelites because Saul was special to
God. God knew he would be able to do the job. And
even though the people had a king, they were still
God’s special people. That would never change.

We are also very special to God. Do you know
why? (Let the children answer.) We are special
because we have been chosen by God to be His chil-
dren. We are called His children after we are bap-
tized. (Recall the meaning of baptism. Ask the chil-
dren what baptism means to them.) Isn’t it great to
be able to come to church on Saturdays and worship
God and pray to Him? He has chosen us because He
loves us.

11.. WWhhoo ttooookk oovveerr SSaammuueell’’ss jjoobb aass tthhee jjuuddggee

ooff tthhee ppeeooppllee aafftteerr hhee ggrreeww oolldd?? (Samuel’s

sons, Joel and Abijah.)

22.. DDiidd SSaammuueell’’ss ssoonnss ddoo wwhhaatt wwaass rriigghhtt iinn

GGoodd’’ss eeyyeess?? (No.)

33.. IInnsstteeaadd ooff GGoodd aass tthheeiirr lleeaaddeerr,, wwhhaatt ddiidd

tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff IIssrraaeell wwaanntt?? (They wanted a

king, just like the other nations.)

44.. WWhhyy ddiidd tthhee ppeeooppllee wwaanntt aa kkiinngg?? (They

saw that other countries had kings and

they thought a king could help them in

battle.)

55.. WWhhaatt ddiidd SSaauull’’ss ffaatthheerr tteellll SSaauull ttoo ggoo llooookk

L CChheecckk FFoorr UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg
ffoorr?? (The lost donkeys.)

66.. WWhhaatt ddoo yyoouu ddoo wwhheenn yyoouu aannooiinntt ssoommee--

oonnee?? (You pour oil on his head.)

77.. WWhhyy ddiidd SSaammuueell aannooiinntt SSaauull?? (It meant

that Saul would be king.)

88.. WWhhaatt wwaass SSaauull ddooiinngg wwhheenn SSaammuueell

aannnnoouunncceedd hhiimm aass kkiinngg?? (Saul was hiding

because he was afraid.)

99.. EEvveenn tthhoouugghh GGoodd hhaadd ffoouunndd aa kkiinngg ffoorr tthhee

ppeeooppllee,, HHee wwaass ssaadd aabboouutt iitt.. WWhhyy??  (The

Israelites were God’s special people. He

was their leader and God. But now, the

people wanted a person to be their leader

instead.)

1100.. WWee wwiillll aallwwaayyss bbee GGoodd’’ss ssppeecciiaall ppeeooppllee..

WWhhyy?? (Allow students to answer.)
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GGoodd’’ss VVeerryy SSppeecciiaall PPeeooppllee
The kindergarten class was doing a special proj-

ect today. They were going to decorate their class-
room. Everybody was going to make something to
put up on the wall. All the children thought very
hard about what they had learned during their les-
sons and began to draw and cut.

Susie cut out many paper hearts. There were
hearts of all colors and sizes.

Mrs. Hayes, who was the teacher that day, asked
Susie, “Why did you decide to draw hearts?”

Susie replied with a big smile, “The hearts are to
show how much I love Jesus and how much Jesus
loves me.”

“That’s very true, Susie. Jesus loves you very
much because you’re special,” said Mrs. Hayes. Then
she said to the class, “Jesus loves every single one of
you because you are all special to Him. He has chosen
all of you to be His own special people, just like the
Israelites we talked about.”

Juan was busy cutting out the letters J-E-S-U-S.
Mrs. Hayes asked Juan, “Why did you decide to

cut out the name of God to put on the wall?”
“This is to remind us that Jesus is always here,”

Juan said.
“Very good, Juan,” said Mrs. Hayes. “No matter

what happens, remember that Jesus is always with
you because you are very special to Him. When
you’re sad or happy, worried or scared, remember He
is always here to look after you because you’re spe-
cial to Him.” 

Rachel, who was the youngest in the class, drew
many flowers and colored them in. Then she cut
them out with the help of Mrs. Hayes.

“Can you tell me why you made the flowers,
Rachel?” Mrs. Hayes asked.

“I made flowers because God makes all the flow-
ers and trees,” Rachel said.

“Good thinking, Rachel. God is a wonderful
Creator. He created everyone here and made every-
one special in their own way,” Mrs. Hayes said.

John was quietly sitting at his desk and was cut-
ting out something from a white sheet of paper.

Mrs. Hayes looked over John’s shoulder to see
what he was cutting out.

“John, what are you making?” Mrs. Hayes

P LLiiffee AApppplliiccaattiioonn SSttoorryy

asked.
John said, “I’m cutting out a dove.”
“That is an interesting choice,” said Mrs. Hayes.
“Well, my mom told me that the dove is a spe-

cial bird in the Bible,” John said.
“That’s right,” Mrs. Hayes said. “In the Bible,

the dove represents the Holy Spirit. God promised
to give us the Holy Spirit. All we have to do is ask.
The Holy Spirit is a guarantee for us to go to heav-
en.”

When the children heard this, they decided to
cut out doves too. They wanted to do it because the
doves reminded them of how special they were to
God. After all the drawings were colored and cut
out, Mrs. Hayes posted them on the board.

When it was time to pray, Mrs. Hayes asked the
children what they would like to pray for. 

“I’d like to pray for my mom because she’s a bit
sick,” said Susie.

Juan showed his scratched knee to the class.
“I’d like to pray for my knee because I hurt it at
school.”

“Can we pray to God to help me find my rab-
bit?” Rachel asked. Rachel had lost her favorite
stuffed toy that morning.

“Of course,” said Mrs. Hayes.
When it was John’s turn he said, “I don’t know

what to pray for.”
“Well, why don’t we pray for the Holy Spirit,

just like the dove you cut out?” suggested Mrs.
Hayes.

The others agreed that this was very impor-
tant. So everyone also prayed for the Holy Spirit.
Mrs. Hayes then told everyone to close their eyes.

“Remember to pray for your friends and to
also remember how special you are to God,” said
Mrs. Hayes. They all began their prayer with, “In
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ we pray.
Hallelujah!”

The kindergarten class concentrated and
prayed really hard for the Holy Spirit that day. They
knew that God would give all of them the Holy
Spirit when He thought it was the right time. The
children all remembered in their prayers that God
had chosen each and every one of them to be His
very special people.

QQuueessttiioonnss ttoo TThhiinnkk AAbboouutt
11.. WWhhaatt ddiidd tthhee ssttuuddeennttss ddrraaww tthhaatt sshhoowweedd tthheeyy

wweerree GGoodd’’ss ssppeecciiaall ppeeooppllee?? (Hearts, the word
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““GGoodd PPiicckkeedd MMee”” FFlloowweerrss
Materials:
1. large popsicle sticks
2. colored construction paper
3. markers
4. glue
5. scissors
Directions:
1. Give each student a popsicle stick. This will be

the stem of the flower.

C AAccttiivviittyy 33

C AAccttiivviittyy 22

HHooww AArree WWee SSppeecciiaall ttoo GGoodd??
Look at each picture. How do they tell us that we
are special to God? Discuss each one and how they
make us special.
1. Did you know God knows how much hair we

have?
2. Did you know God knew us even before we

were born?
3. Did you know we all have different finger-

prints?
4. Did you know everyone look different? That’s

how God made us.

C AAccttiivviittyy 11

AAllll AAbboouutt SSaauull
Help the students fill in the blanks with words from
the word bank. Talk about each picture as the stu-
dents are writing the words to help review the story.
1. Saul went to look for his _________ (donkeys).
2. Saul was _________ (tall).
3. Saul was _________ (anointed) by Samuel.
4. Saul became the first _________ (king) of Israel.

“Jesus,” flowers, and doves.)
22.. WWhhaatt iiss ssoo ssppeecciiaall aabboouutt aa ddoovvee?? (In the Bible,

the dove represents the Holy Spirit. Having the
Holy Spirit is a guarantee that we can go to

heaven.)
33.. HHooww ddoo wwee kknnooww tthhaatt wwee aarree GGoodd’’ss ssppeecciiaall

ppeeooppllee?? (Allow students to share.)

2. Help the students trace a flower pattern onto
a piece of colored construction paper.
(Teacher will need to prepare several flower
patterns before class for students to trace.
Make sure they are the right size for the stick.
Use cardboard so that the students can use the
pattern over and over. This is good practice for
their motor skills.)

3. Cut out a circle of a different color to be used
for the center of the flower.

4. On the circle, help the students write the
words “God picked me!”

5. Help the students glue the circle onto the
flower.

6. Glue the flower to the top of the stick.
Students may also wish to cut out petals for
the flower.

7. Remind the students as they complete this
activity that God picked them because they
are special. 
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AAccttiivviittyy 33::11 All About Saul
Fill in the blanks with the words from the word bank.

1. Saul went to look for his
________________.

2. Saul was _______________.

3. Saul was _____________ by
Samuel.

4. Saul became the first
_____________ of Israel.

WORD BANK
tall

anointed
king

donkeys



How Are We Special to God?
Look at each picture.

How do they tell us that we are special to God?

AAccttiivviittyy 33::22
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Did you know God knows
how much hair we have? 

Did you know God knew us
even before we were born?

Did you know we all have different
fingerprints? Did you know everyone looks different?

That’s how God made us.




