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OOvveerrvviieeww

SSccrriippttuurreess

Acts 2:42-47

BBiibbllee  TTrruutthh  OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

Jesus’ followers gladly showed their love to each

other by sharing

BBeehhaavviioorraall  OObbjjeeccttiivvee((ss))

To share the things they have with one another

MMeemmoorryy  VVeerrssee

“But do not forget to do good, and to share.”
(Heb 13:16)

Materials You’ll Need

LLeessssoonn  

88 crayons
88 paint
88 paintbrush
88 large art quality paper
88 newspaper

JJeessuuss’’  FFoolllloowweerrss  SShhaarree

f

H H

TThhee  EEaarrllyy  CChhrriissttiiaannss
The early Christians were strongly committed

to the teachings of Christ. The apostles led the new
believers in worship, teaching, and fellowship.
Upon receiving the Holy Spirit, they were full of
courage and understood that they had been given
the responsibility of building up the church.

The believers devoted themselves to growing
in their understanding of Christ by listening to the
apostles’ teachings and by regularly observing Holy
Communion. The early Christians also met in the
homes of other Christians, where they shared all
they had. Sometimes they would share a simple
meal. However, it was not uncommon for the
Christians to sell their land or houses and give the
money to the apostles. The apostles would then
distribute these funds to meet the needs of other
believers. The love of Christ could be seen in a very
visible way in the lives of the early Christians. They
demonstrated their love for one another in a self-
sacrificial way.

BBiibbllee  KKnnoowwlleeddggeeb The Bible points out several people who had
sold their land and brought their money to the
apostles. One was Barnabas (Acts 4:36, 37). The
other was a couple named Ananias and Sapphira
(Acts 5:1-11). Barnabas was a man of excellent rep-
utation. His motive for selling his land and then
sharing his money was purely to serve God and His
believers. Obviously his name became well-known
for his act of generosity. Perhaps hearing of the
recognition Barnabas received, Ananias and
Sapphira decided to sell their land. However, they
kept a portion of their money. Though they were
not required to donate all that they had, they lied
and said that they had given everything. They prob-
ably wanted everyone to think they had made a
great sacrifice. When both the husband and wife
were questioned, Peter rebuked them. He said that
they had allowed Satan to fill their hearts and lied
to the Holy Spirit. Ananias and Sapphira died on the
spot. Although some have said that their end was
especially harsh, it was to let the believers under-
stand the seriousness of lying to God, especially
since Ananias and Sapphira were Christians. The
church was only in its infancy and it was important
for the members to be united and pure in faith.
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Kindergartners are beginning to understand
the concept of sharing. But let sharing come natu-
rally rather than by force. If a student isn’t really
ready to share, maybe he simply hasn’t reached
that level of social readiness. Be patient with him,
and very likely he’ll outgrow the “mine only” stage
before too long. In the meantime, try to establish a
sharing atmosphere in your classroom so that when
a student is developmentally ready, he’ll be encour-
aged to share. 

When you see a student sharing something,
reinforce this behavior by praising him and telling
him that he’s doing just what Jesus wants him to
do. Provide plenty of opportunities for the students
to share things in a natural way. For instance,
instead of handing out papers yourself, let volun-

UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  YYoouurr  SSttuuddeennttssOQ
teers help with this. They can also help distribute
crayons or craft supplies. 

Another way to teach your students to share is
by having them list the ways they can share and
help each other out in the class and out in the
world. You can create a thought or web poster
with the students like the one illustrated below:

PPrreeaacchh
to tell others about Jesus and His salvation

SSyynnaaggoogguuee
a building, like a church, that Jewish people
went to to worship God

DDiisscciippllee
Jesus’ student; someone who followed Jesus and
learned from Him

HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt
the Spirit of God; Jesus promised to fill us with His Spirit

: VVooccaabbuullaarryy

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,
and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). This verse records the
activities of the early Christian believers. Many were
likely moved by the words of Peter and the apostles,
and then were baptized. However, they would have
been like infants in their faith. Therefore, the apos-
tles spent a lot of their time training up these believ-
ers. They knew that ultimately, these believers were
the ones who were going to lead the church.

This verse points to four specific areas the apos-
tles focused on: doctrine, fellowship, breaking of
bread, and prayer. These areas are equally impor-
tant for us today.

We must be familiar with the doctrines and
word of God. Otherwise, how can we claim to know

a BBeeffoorree  YYoouu  TTeeaacchh
Christ? How could we be effective preachers?
Therefore, as the apostles encouraged the early
believers, we should also be motivated to spend
time on and study the word of God. The apostles
also had fellowship with one another. This helped
the early believers know and trust each other. We
can see that the apostles did a wonderful job
because the Christians were willing to open up
their homes and share all that they had with each
other. This is an excellent example for us to follow.
The breaking of bread could have referred to Holy
Communion. The True Jesus Church holds the
sacrament of Holy Communion regularly to help us
remember the death of Jesus Christ and all that He
has done for our salvation. Lastly, the apostles
encouraged all the believers to pray. That is the
only way to truly communicate with God and build
up one’s faith. Let us also lead a life of prayer so
that our faith can continue to grow.

3366

Sharing

What it looks like

What it feels like

Having the students come up with ideas them-
selves will give them the incentive to follow
through. By seeing this thought or web poster on
the wall around the room, your students will also
be reminded of various ways to share with others
whenever the opportunity arises.
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TThhee  DDiisscciipplleess  RReecceeiivvee  PPoowweerr  FFrroomm  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt
A week before the lesson, ask all the students to

bring in one of their favorite toys to class next week.
Good morning class  I see that all of you are very

excited today. You have brought in your favorite
things and they are all very nice. (Depending on the
size of the class, let each student introduce his own
favorite thing.) God loves us so much that He has
given us so many things in life. He gave us moms and
dads. We know they love us because they bought all
these wonderful things for us. If one day your friend
asks you, “Your toy looks like fun, can I please bor-
row it?” what would you say? Would you share your
favorite toy with this friend? (Allow students to share
answers without passing judgment.)

Today we are going to hear a story about shar-
ing. But before we start, let us all put away our toys
so that we can listen to the story carefully. (Ask stu-
dents to put away their toys in the back of the class-
room where they cannot see or play with them.)

In the past few lessons, we talked about how
Jesus died for us and how He came back to life on the
third day. For forty days after Jesus came back to life,
He taught the disciples many things about the heav-
enly kingdom. Just  before Jesus went back to heav-
en, He told His disciples some very important things.
Do you remember what they were?

First, Jesus told them to wait for the Holy Spirit
in Jerusalem. Jesus knew that once He went back to
heaven, His followers would need help and power to
keep doing His work. He promised them the Holy
Spirit, which is God’s Spirit. He also commanded the
disciples to tell everyone about Him. He wanted the
disciples to tell others that Jesus loves them and
wants them to be saved.

After Jesus went back to heaven, the disciples
did just as Jesus told them to. They stayed in a city
called Jerusalem and they prayed for the promised
Holy Spirit. 

TThhee  DDiisscciipplleess  PPrreeaacchh  
The disciples prayed every day, and about ten

days after Jesus went back to heaven, He sent down
the Holy Spirit just as He had promised. After they
received the Holy Spirit, they began to tell others the
good news about Jesus. They talked to many, many

/ BBiibbllee  SSttoorryy

people about Jesus so that everyone knew about
Him. They would talk about Jesus on the streets and
in people’s homes. The disciples talked to the peo-
ple about the things Jesus had told them, such as
how they should pray and have faith in God. They
probably told them that Jesus can take care of all
their worries too. They shared all the wonderful
things that Jesus did. Do you remember what Jesus
did? (Allow time for the students to reflect and
answer.) Jesus made blind people see, deaf people
hear, and He healed many people who were sick.
The disciples also talked about how Jesus died on
the cross to save everyone. Many people heard this
and believed in Jesus. 

Because the disciples preached to many people
about Jesus, many became followers of Jesus. They
believed in what the disciples said and were bap-
tized in Jesus’ name. Remember there was one time
that 3,000 people got baptized? That is a lot of peo-
ple. And everyone who got baptized loved Jesus.
They listened and obeyed all the teachings that the
disciples taught them. They gathered in synagogues
(which is like our church today) and at home. They
listened and talked about the teachings of Jesus.
They prayed and they had their meals; they did
many things together. They were all happy because
they could feel the love of Jesus. We can feel the
love of Jesus today, and that is why we come to
church. We come to church to sing hymns, to listen
to the stories in the Bible, and to pray. These were
all the things the believers did too.

JJeessuuss’’  FFoolllloowweerrss  SShhaarree  TThheeiirr  BBeelloonnggiinnggss
These people who loved Jesus also loved each

other. Jesus taught them to show love by sharing. If
someone was hungry, they shared their food. They
probably shared things like bread, milk, figs, and
fruits. They shared because they didn’t want any-
one to be hungry. 

When someone was cold and needed clothes,
the believers shared too. They might have shared
wool from their sheep, leather to make sandals,
and cotton for making shirts and coats.

The believers might have also shared other
things such as fish nets, saws, and pottery bowls or
olive oil for cooking and lighting lamps. They
shared many different things to help people in dif-
ferent areas. Some might have needed help at
home and some might have needed help at their
jobs. 
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Sometimes there would be believers who need-
ed money. Some of the followers of Jesus who
owned fields sold them and gave the money to Jesus’
disciples. The disciples used the money to buy the
things that the people needed. Because the believers
shared everything they had, everyone had enough
food and clothes, and they were happy because they
were like a big family.

One person the Bible talks about is Barnabas.
Barnabas saw that the believers needed help. So he
sold his land and gave all of the money to the disci-
ples. Then the disciples shared that money with peo-
ple who really needed help. Isn’t that wonderful?

Many other people saw how Jesus’ followers
showed love to each other. They saw how Jesus’ fol-
lowers were happy.

They probably said, “Just look at those people
who love Jesus. They share everything and they are
so happy ”

Many people wanted to know why Jesus’ fol-
lowers were so happy. So Jesus’ followers told them
all about Jesus and how much He loved all people.
Jesus wanted them to be saved and be a part of the
big family, too. And do you know what happened?

More and more people came to believe in Jesus and
became a part of God’s family.

TThhee  PPeeooppllee  SSeeee  tthhee  LLoovvee  ooff  JJeessuuss
We are also the believers of Jesus, and we need

to love each other. We can share just as the believ-
ers shared a long time ago. What are the things we
can share with others? (Let students respond.) If
someone is hungry, we can share our food. If some-
one needs clothes, we can share our clothes. If
someone needs a place to sleep, we can invite him
or her to stay with us. We can also share our toys,
books, pens, and coloring pencils with others when
they forget to bring them to class.

Do you know why Jesus wants us to share?
When we share, others can see how much love we
have. And then they may want to come to church
and believe in Jesus too. When we share with oth-
ers who are already believers, we are showing God’s
love, just as God commanded us to do. That’s why
even though it isn’t always easy to share things,
especially the things we really love, it is important
for us to try our best. This makes Jesus happy and it
also makes the people around us happy.

11.. WWhhaatt  ddiidd  JJeessuuss’’  ddiisscciipplleess  ddoo  aafftteerr  JJeessuuss

wwaass  ttaakkeenn  uupp  iinnttoo  hheeaavveenn?? (They stayed in

a city called Jerusalem just as Jesus told

them to and they prayed for the promised

Holy Spirit.)

22.. WWhhaatt  ddiidd  JJeessuuss’’  ddiisscciipplleess  ddoo  aafftteerr  tthheeyy

rreecceeiivveedd  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt??  (They were filled with

power and told many people about Jesus.)

33.. HHooww  ddiidd  JJeessuuss’’  ffoolllloowweerrss  sshhooww  lloovvee  ffoorr

eeaacchh  ootthheerr?? (They shared everything, such

as food, clothes, and tools. They did many

things together too. They prayed, learned

the words of Jesus, and ate together.)

44.. WWhhaatt  ddiidd  ootthheerr  ppeeooppllee  ddoo  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ssaaww

JJeessuuss’’  ffoolllloowweerrss  sshhaarriinngg  eevveerryytthhiinngg??  (They

L CChheecckk  FFoorr  UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg wanted to know why they were happy

and so full of love. They came to believe

in Jesus and became a part of God’s fami-

ly.)

55.. WWhhaatt  wwaass  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo

ssoolldd  hhiiss  llaanndd  aanndd  ggaavvee  aallll  tthhee  mmoonneeyy  ttoo

tthhee  ddiisscciipplleess  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  sshhaarree  iitt

wwiitthh  ppeeooppllee  iinn  nneeeedd??  (Barnabas.)

66.. JJeessuuss’’  ffoolllloowweerrss  wweerree  hhaappppyy  ttoo  sshhaarree..  TThheeyy

lloovveedd  JJeessuuss  aanndd  tthheeyy  aallssoo  lloovveedd  eeaacchh

ootthheerr..  WWee  ccaann  bbee  lliikkee  tthheemm  aanndd  hheellpp  oonnee

aannootthheerr  bbyy  sshhaarriinngg..  WWhhaatt  aarree  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee

tthhiinnggss  wwee  ccaann  sshhaarree??  (Allow students to

answer. Encourage them to take real

action by sharing one thing this week,

whether at home or at school. They will

need to be as specific as possible so that

they can be made more accountable.)
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AA  CChheeeerrffuull  GGiivveerr
“What are you doing, Mom?” Juan asked as

he watched his mom put old clothes into card-
board boxes. 

“I am packing away some of the clothes that
Ricky and you have grown out of. Then we can give
these clothes to those who need them,” Mrs. Lopez
replied.

“Give them away? To whom? Who needs
these clothes, Mom? Why can’t they buy them
from the stores?” Juan asked curiously. 

Mrs. Lopez turned around and sat Juan down
on the carpet with her. 

“Well, Juan, we are very blessed. We have
food to eat to help us grow, clothes to keep us
warm on a cold winter’s day, and a nice house we
can come home to each day. But there are many
people in this world who are not as fortunate. That
means they don’t have as much as we do. There are
people who have no money to buy food or clothes,
and there are also many children who have lost
their moms and dads, so they can’t buy clothes
from the stores.” 

“If they cannot buy any food or clothes, how
do they live?” Juan asked. 

“Well, these people receive help in different
ways. The government helps them by providing for
their daily needs, such as food. And if a person
really has no place to sleep, then they will also give
him a temporary place to stay in. But life is still dif-
ficult for these people; they probably don’t have
money to buy a jacket, and they don’t have money
to buy books or toys,” Mrs. Lopez explained. 

“Wow, that sounds terrible,” Juan said.
“Yes, it is. That’s why we do what we can to

help. That is what Jesus taught us to do. We should
help and share what we have. Remember every
Thanksgiving, there is a food drive in your broth-
er’s school?” asked Mrs. Lopez.

“Yes, my school had one this year too. And we
counted the cans we brought in. I remember Alice
had the most cans. She had, like, forty ” Juan said
excitedly.

“Well, those food drives are to help the peo-
ple who don’t have enough money to buy more
food. When we donate those cans of food, they

P LLiiffee  AApppplliiccaattiioonn  SSttoorryy
are given out to families who need them so that
they will have food to eat and not go hungry. So
you see, there are many ways we can help by shar-
ing what we have.”

Juan was a little bit more excited now. His
mind was racing. He was thinking about what he
could do to share and help others in need.

“You know, Juan, it’s just like the story we
heard in kindergarten class a few weeks ago. The
believers shared everything so that no one would
be in need of anything,” Mrs. Lopez continued to
say. 

“Does that mean I can share my toys and
books?” Juan asked.

“Of course you can. If you find anything you
would like to give, we can pack it away in these
boxes together,” Mrs. Lopez offered.

“Okay. Wait for me ”
Juan got up and ran to his bedroom. He looked

at all the books on his bookshelf, and he started to
pick out the ones that he had finished reading. He
also picked out some toys that he didn’t play with
as much. He brought them all back to the living
room where his mom was. Together they put away
the toys and the books into a cardboard box. 

“Look at how much stuff we have  We are very
blessed, aren’t we, Mom?” Juan said as they taped
up the last box. 

“Yes, we are indeed. God has given us so
much,” Mrs. Lopez replied. “But we should not for-
get that God gives us so much so that we can share
with others.”

“Now I know. God gives us so much so that we
can share with others ” said Juan. “Can we do this
again soon? It feels good to share with others ”

“Sure we can  I am sure God would like that,”
Mrs. Lopez replied. 

QQuueessttiioonnss  ttoo  TThhiinnkk  AAbboouutt
11.. WWhhyy  wwaass  MMrrss..  LLooppeezz  ppaacckkiinngg  aawwaayy  oolldd  ccllootthheess??

(To give them away to those who needed
them.)

22.. WWhhaatt  ddiidd  JJuuaann  wwaanntt  ttoo  sshhaarree  wwiitthh  ootthheerrss??  (His
books and toys.)

33.. WWhhaatt  ccaann  wwee  ddoo  wwhheenn  GGoodd  bblleesssseess  uuss  wwiitthh
mmaannyy  tthhiinnggss??  (Share the blessings with others.)

44.. WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ccaann  sshhaarree  wwiitthh  ootthh--
eerrss?? (Allow students to answer.) 

55.. IIss  iitt  eeaassyy  oorr  hhaarrdd  ttoo  sshhaarree?? (Allow students to
answer.) 
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C AAccttiivviittyy  11

WWhhaatt  DDiidd  tthhee  BBeelliieevveerrss  SShhaarree??
Look at the believers standing in the middle. Circle
the things they shared with others. Cross out the
things they did not share.

C AAccttiivviittyy  22

WWhhaatt  CCaann  YYoouu  SShhaarree??
Draw yourself in the middle of the page. Then
draw lines to the things you can share with others.

II  CCaann  SShhaarree!
Today’s lesson is about the importance of sharing.
Help the students remember this concept with some
crayon art.
Materials:
1. crayons
2. paint
3. paintbrush
4. large art quality paper
5. newspaper
Directions:
1. Cover the table tops with newspaper.
2. Provide each student with one piece of art

paper.
3. Help them write “I can share” on the paper

with crayons only. The students can decorate
the paper with items they can share. But
remember to draw using crayons only.

4. Once the students are done, have them select
one paint color.

5. Have them dip their brush into the paint and
paint over their picture. The paint will only
stain the areas of the paper that have not been
touched by the crayons.

6. Hang their pictures in class or have them bring
it home to put on their fridge. Either way,
remind the students about the importance of
sharing.

C AAccttiivviittyy  33



AAccttiivviittyy  55::11
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What Did the Believers Share?

Look at the believers standing in the middle.

Circle the things they shared with others. Cross out the things they did not share.



AAccttiivviittyy  55::22
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What Can You Share?
Draw yourself in the middle of the page.

Then draw lines to the things you can share with others.




