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Young people often consider
history an irrelevant and bor-
ing subject. Why learn about
people long dead and events
long past? We need to real-
ize that God is the God of
history. Abraham was chosen
at a specific point in human
history. The nation of Israel
really did exist in ancient
times. Jesus came into the
world to become a part of
world history forever. Within
history humans did what was
right before God, or offended
God through sinful acts. It is
therefore imperative that we
should learn from the mis-
takes of our spiritual fore-
bears. The first section of
this text maps out the path
that the first Christians took
in establishing the church.
We see how they gradually
moved away from the will
of God, and substituted their
own will and ideas. But
through prayer, the Holy
Spirit will work in every
heart that is willing to
receive the Lord’s guidance in
utmost humility. Let us open
our hearts and minds to dis-
cover the working of God in
human history. 
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Teacher Devotional
Deuteronomy 12:32 tells us:
“Whatever I command you, be
careful to observe it; you shall
not add to it nor take away
from it.” The Lord established
the apostolic church, as He
established our church. The early
church was not careful in
observing the Lord’s command-
ments, and they added human
teachings into the doctrines of
the church. They bent to social
pressures to conform to the
world around them.

We are in a changing
world. We face social pressures,
just as during the times of the
early church.  We should be
ready to learn from their errors
and pray that the Holy Spirit
will give us courage to stand
firm in our beliefs. As we dis-
cover the history of the early
church and trace the origins of
its downfall, let us ask God to
preserve our faith and keep us
in His ways.

KKeeeeppiinngg tthhee TTrruutthh

“The grass withers, the flower fades,
But the word of our God stands for-
ever.”
(Is 40:8)  xi

The Establishment ofThe Establishment of
a United Churcha United Church

Lesson 1

Listed Scriptures
Acts 2, 13, 14, 15:39–18:22, 18:23–21:17
Lesson Aims
1)  To learn about the development of the early Church.
2)  To understand that the Holy Spirit is able to unite God’s people when

they call upon Him.
Memory Verse
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you shall be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
Bible Reading For This Week (for students and teachers)

Jn 14–15, Acts 1–2, 2 Tim 1

BB ii bb ll ee  BB aa cc kk gg rr oo uu nn dd

Around the first century AD, a charismatic Jewish leader named
Jesus began a movement that changed the course of history. The
beginning of this movement is recorded in the four gospels of the
New Testament. The Acts of the Apostles records the founding of
the church, which was the meeting place for the adherents of this

movement. Followers of this movement eventually became known as Christians. 

Writings of various apostles record the internal growth and problems within the
Christian community. One of the key factors affecting the early Christians was the
persecutions that began with the execution of Stephen (Acts 6 and 7) and grew in
intensity over the first two centuries. As their lives were threatened, many stuck to
their faith, willing to die for Christ––sometimes through the most painful or tortuous
death. Others, however, renounced their faith or modified the original teachings of
the apostles in order to accommodate this difficult situation. 
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WW aa rr mm  UU pp

Ask students to think of an experience or event they remember very
well and enjoyed. For example, it could be traveling abroad, a
school trip, a surprise birthday party, a visit to Disneyland, a hiking
trip, etc. It has to be something they would love to do or experience
again. Ask them to share their experiences. Be sensitive to the fact
that some students may not be comfortable sharing personal experi-
ences, so not everyone needs to share.

Once everyone who wishes to share their stories has done so, ask
them why they would wish to go through the experience again (i.e.,
go on that trip again, or visit Disneyland again, etc). How do they
know they will enjoy the experience? [They have done this once
before, and it was very enjoyable, so they know they will enjoy it
again because of past experience.]

Next, ask one or two volunteers to try and persuade others in the
class that they would also enjoy such an experience. It could be any
relevant or appropriate experience. Use your judgment based on
what you hear.

Afterwards, ask the other students if they have been persuaded to go.
That is, if they had a choice, and were able to, would they go and

The Christian Bible is not the only source of this historical information. Historians
of the time also recorded many of these events that match accounts mentioned in
the New Testament. For example, Cornelius Tacitus (c.55–117) provided impor-
tant confirmation of events recorded in the New Testament. He outlined the rise of
Christianity, mentioned the execution of Christ, and wrote accounts of the perse-
cution of Christians by Nero. Another writer who wrote about the Christian move-
ment was Josephus. A Jew, Josephus wrote the Archaeology (or Antiquities) of the
Jews, an immense work in twenty volumes, which appeared in AD 93–94. There
is a passage about Jesus in book 18, while other passages deal with John the
Baptist and James the Just. 

As we read the Bible, we should be aware that we are also reading a part of
mankind’s history. However, we should remember that history is in God’s hands.
Psalm 22:28 reminds us that the “kingdom is the Lord’s, and He rules over the
nations.” As we learn about the development of Christianity, we are also learning
about the works of God and how humans respond to Him.
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experience what their classmates described? If the answer is yes, ask
them why. If they say no, ask them why also. How did they base their
judgment of whether they would enjoy a described experience?
[Based on what others have experienced; they trust their classmates
to have given them an honest and true assessment of what they have
enjoyed; they feel confident that they can use the experience of oth-
ers to make a decision.] 

Use the discussion as a springboard into history. Many students find
history boring and irrelevant. Yet, all our decisions are based on his-
tory. Every moment that passes becomes the past, and therefore a
part of our history. When we make important decisions, we need to
base our decisions on past experiences. Do we enjoy thrill rides? If
we have been on one before and have enjoyed the experience, then
we would enjoy Disneyland. Do we love Disney characters? If we
have always loved watching Disney cartoons, chances are that we
would enjoy going to Disney World and seeing all these characters
around us. On the other hand, even if we have never climbed the
Rockies, and a good friend has had that experience and enthusiasti-
cally recommends it, we might decide to go and try it one day. All
these decisions are really based on our or someone else’s past expe-
riences–in other words, historical perspectives. The Bible gives us
many historical perspectives vital to our spiritual lives. The historical
information found in the Bible spans from the creation of the world to
sometime around the end of the first century AD. Our decisions about
what we should believe, how we should worship God, or how we
should conduct ourselves as true Christians must be based on this very
important historical guide. The history contains spiritual guidelines
critical to our salvation. We need to study history because God is the
God of history. From the past, we learn about the mistakes of our spir-
itual ancestors and learn to avoid them. We learn from them what
pleases God and try to emulate them. We read about the warnings
of our spiritual forefathers, listen to their advice, learn from the reve-
lations God gave them, and heed these things. 

Let us therefore ask God to guide us as we take a trip through the his-
tory of the church, so that we may learn from the mistakes of the past,
and make wise choices in matters of our faith.
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language spoken by a group of simple men and women whose main lan-
guage was Galilean. How could such simple people suddenly become multi-
linguists?)

cc.. PPeetteerr ssttoooodd uupp aanndd ssppookkee aa ppoowweerrffuull sseerrmmoonn tthhaatt ccoonnvveerrtteedd tthhrreeee tthhoouussaanndd
ppeeooppllee iinnssttaannttllyy ((AAccttss 22::1144–4411)).. TThhiiss wwaass tthhee ssaammee PPeetteerr wwhhoo ddeenniieedd JJeessuuss
tthhrreeee ttiimmeess wwhheenn tthhee LLoorrdd wwaass aarrrreesstteedd.. TThhaatt wwaass tthhee eeffffeecctt ooff tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt
oonn hhiimm.. TThhee NNeeww TTeessttaammeenntt iiss ffuullll ooff eexxppllaannaattiioonnss oorr ddeessccrriippttiioonnss aabboouutt tthhee
eeffffeecctt ooff tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt oonn bbeelliieevveerrss.. RReeaadd tthhee ffoolllloowwiinngg vveerrsseess ttoo ddiissccoovveerr
ssoommee ooff tthhee eeffffeeccttss tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt ccoouulldd hhaavvee oonn uuss.. TThhiinnkk ooff ootthheerr vveerrsseess iiff
yyoouu ccaann..
1. 2 Tim 1:7

(gives us power and a sound mind, teaches us love)

2. Gal 5:22–23
(fruit of the spirit)

3. Eph 3:16–19
(gives us strength within, enables us to understand the completeness and
entirety of God’s love, allows us to be filled with the fullness of God)

4. Jn14:15–18
(reassurance that Jesus is in us even though He’s not here)

5. Jn15:26–27
(helps us and gives us strength to bear witness to Him)

dd.. AAss tthhee yyoouunngg cchhuurrcchh ggaaiinneedd aa ffooootthhoolldd iinn tthhee wwoorrlldd,, tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt gguuiiddeedd
tthhee aappoossttlleess aanndd bbeelliieevveerrss iinn pprreeaacchhiinngg tthhee ttrruutthh aanndd sspprreeaaddiinngg tthhee ggoossppeell ooff
CChhrriisstt.. TThhee cchhuurrcchh aatt tthhee bbeeggiinnnniinngg wwaass aa uunniiffiieedd eennttiittyy.. AAllll tthhee mmeemmbbeerrss
sshhaarreedd tthhee ssaammee bbeelliieeffss aanndd pprraaccttiicceess,, aass wweellll aass tthheeiirr ppoosssseessssiioonnss.. TThhiiss wwaass
tthhee eeffffeecctt ooff tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt oonn tthhee cchhuurrcchh.. AAccttss 22::4422 ddeessccrriibbeess aa vviittaall,, ggrrooww--
iinngg cchhuurrcchh.. TThhrreeee tthhiinnggss wweerree kkeeyy iinn tthhee vveerrssee.. LLiisstt tthheemm,, aanndd eexxppllaaiinn wwhhaatt
tthheeyy mmeeaann iinn pprraaccttiiccee::
1. Continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship

(Meaning: Continue to learn the words of God and follow His teachings.)
2. Breaking of bread

(Meaning: This refers to the Holy Communion, but is also an encourage-
ment to participate fully in the church community.)
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BB ii bb ll ee  SS tt uu dd yy

The Book of the Acts of the ApostlesThe Book of the Acts of the Apostles

The Book of Acts is crucial to our understanding of events leading to the inception
of the earliest church. The church was not established gradually. It came with a very
loud sound, in tongues of fire, on one of the busiest days in Jerusalem. 

aa.. RReeaadd AAccttss 22::11–44.. 
1. Write in point-form a summary of the sequence of events happening here.

(1. disciples united together in one place on the Day of Pentecost;
2. a sound of rushing wind from heaven filled the place;
3. tongues of fire appeared to the disciples;
4. each disciple had a tongue of fire upon them;
5. once this happened, the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in tongues.)

2. Which two elements are portrayed in this passage?
(wind and fire.)

3. God’s presence is often linked to powerful elements and forces of nature.
Can you think of stories or incidents in the Bible when God appeared with-
in these powerful forces?
(e.g. Exodus 3:2ff–Moses and the burning bush, 19:18–at Mt. Sinai; Num
16:28–35–punishment of God through earthquake and fire; 1 Kings
19:11–12–Elijah at Mt. Horeb; Ps 18:7–15–many images of forces of
nature linked to God’s presence/actions; Isa 66:15–16–the Lord will
come with whirlwind and fire; other relevant examples also acceptable)

bb.. RReeaadd AAccttss 22::55–1133 ccaarreeffuullllyy.. WWhhyy wweerree ppeeooppllee ccoonnffuusseedd aabboouutt tthhee ssiittuuaattiioonn??
(Devout Jews from many different countries were gathered in Jerusalem for the
Pentecost. Needless to say, many spoke the languages of their homelands. If
you were there, you would hear a cacophony of voices and noises, many
speaking in different languages. When this crowd heard a loud sound coming
from a group of men and women, they came to see what was happening. They
saw a group of people speaking aloud. Astonishingly, the multitude that was
there heard their own language spoken by these people. Each heard their own
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3. Prayer
(Meaning: Support one another through prayer, pray for the church, etc)

ee.. HHaavviinngg rreeaadd tthhee aabboovvee vveerrsseess oonn tthhee eeffffeeccttss ooff tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt oonn aa bbeelliieevveerr
aanndd tthhee cchhuurrcchh,, ccaann yyoouu eexxppllaaiinn wwhhyy tthhee cchhuurrcchh ddeessccrriibbeedd iinn AAccttss 22::4422–2277
wwaass ssoo uunniiffiieedd??
(students’ response)

CC hh ee cc kk  ff oo rr  UU nn dd ee rr ss tt aa nn dd ii nn gg

1.  Draw a timeline to illustrate the key events recorded in Acts 1
and 2. (From Jesus ascended to heaven to disciples prayed in a
room)

2.  Explain, in your own words, what we can learn about unity
from the early church. 

LL ii ff ee  AA pp pp ll ii cc aa tt ii oo nn

Fellowship

It is essential for a healthy church to hold true to the teachings of
Christ, for all members to take part fully in the community that

forms the church, and find strength in prayer. Work together to plan one fellowship
for your class, which takes into account these important needs of the community of
Christ. You may invite other classes to join your fellowship if this is appropriate. Try

to involve everyone in your class in the planning. Decide what activities you would
like, and delegate different people to be responsible for each activity. Remember
Acts 2:42 as your guideline. Your agenda should focus on:
–prayer
–community and faith-building activities that will help to draw people closer togeth-
er.

Your fellowship will take place during the week of Lesson 6, after the lesson has
been covered, so you have time to plan carefully. As you plan, think of the needs
of your group and your church community. Take into account anyone who needs
help or support, physically or spiritually. You could plan group games to give
everyone an opportunity to get to know each other better. You could ask various
counselors, pastors or deacons to help with discussions, and you could plan a
question and answer session too. The possibilities are endless. Some considera-
tions are:

a. Have an aim or a theme for the fellowship.
b. Decide on how much time you wish to plan for. E.g., a one-hour fellowship

could include a discussion of a topic or issue, snacks, games, hymn singing.
If it is less than an hour, you will have fewer items on your agenda.

c. Always have a counselor, deacon or pastor present. People are more likely to
ask questions about faith or other issues in a more relaxed atmosphere, and
you want to have someone more mature who is able to help out if this hap-
pens.

d. Delegate tasks. Everyone should be involved.
e. You could invite students from another class if you wish, or even truth seekers,

if you plan for this. 
f. Always allow time to pray together during fellowships, and try to make it a

relaxing atmosphere so everyone feels comfortable.

This exercise gives you a chance to think about the success of the early church and
how we can apply their strategies ourselves today. It also provides everyone with
an opportunity to become involved in a collaborative project that is fun and bene-
ficial in fostering closer ties within the household of God. 

This is an ongoing, weekly activity for the next 5 weeks. All teachers of the class need

to be involved, as the students will need guidance. This is a good leadership and col-

laborative project for the class. The date for the fellowship can be flexible, depending

on your church’s schedule or situation. However, the activity is timetabled as part of

lesson 6, so there is as little disruption or extra work as possible for teachers. It is

best if all teachers for the class can be present for this fellowship.

TTeeaacchhiinngg TTiippss
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As we learn to take on more responsibility for our own
faith, and the faith of our brothers and sisters around us,
let us remember always the vitality of the early church
described in Acts. It is something to strive for and main-
tain. We should depend on the Holy Spirit to guide us and
keep us spiritually close to each other, so we may support
one another in times of need, as the earliest church mem-
bers did. They have provided us with a shining example to
follow. Let us pray and ask the Lord to grant us the wis-
dom, courage and a loving heart to follow in their foot-
steps.

RR ee ff ll ee cc tt ii oo nn  &&  PP rr aa yy ee rr

God Prepares the WGod Prepares the Wayay

Listed Scriptures
Joel 2:28–32; Micah 5:2–5; Mt 1:18–2; Acts 6
Lesson Aim
1) To understand that God prepared the groundwork for the spreading of His

gospel.
2) To let the students know that God guides His apostles and followers as

they strive to do His will.
Memory Verse
“For my eyes have seen Your salvation, Which you have prepared before the
face of all peoples.” (Lk 2:30, 31)
Bible Reading For This Week (for students and teachers)

Acts 3–5

Lesson 2

BB ii bb ll ee  BB aa cc kk gg rr oo uu nn dd

We often worry about many aspects of our lives. We are con-
cerned about making the right choices and sometimes filled with
self-doubt. From the Bible and other historical accounts, we can
see that God prepares everything for us. All we need to do is to
ask for His guidance. This is clearly evident when we study the

history of the Jewish people around the time of the birth of Christ and thereafter. 

For example, the period around the first century AD was a turbulent time for the
Jewish people. Although they had been granted the freedom to return to their home-
land by King Cyrus, they did not regain their kingdom of Israel. In fact, they would
later be controlled by the Greeks and then the Romans. Nor did all Jews return to
the Promised Land. Many remained in the land of their captivity, becoming a part
of the new culture while still maintaining their faith. Their worship centered around


