A . NEW . LIFE

“Therefore, if any one is in Christ,
he is a new creation;
the old has passed away, behold,

the new has come.”
(2 Cor 5:17)

ﬁa”elujah! Praise God for the new life

that He has given to us through His precious
blood. The moment that we received baptism,
we left our old selves and began a life belong-
ing to the One who paid a ransom for our
sins. This is why we call Jesus our “Lord,”
because we are no longer our own. However,
how do we carry on with our new lives in an
acceptable manner to God? The Bible supplies
us with plenty of answers to this question. We
hope that through each Student Spiritual
Convocation, we can learn as much as possi-

ble concerning how to live for Christ,

Living in

About Book 5:

“Tt is written,
You shall be holy, for I am holy.””
(1 Peter 1:16)

,t is a daily challenge for modern
Christians to be holy in this world full of sin
and temptation. Yet it is a challenge we must
overcome at all costs because no one will see
the Lord without holiness (Heb 12:14).

With this book, we will study how the
saints stood firm in their faith despite great
opposition. We will also learn from the timeless
words of God which instruct us how to be
pure and spotless. All that remains is our deter-
mination to live a life of holiness with the help
of the Holy Spirit. Are you ready to take up this

challenge?

oliness
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Recommended

Elementary 2

1. One True God
2. Daniel

3. A Guide For Young
Christians

A Word to the instructors:

Lessons for

Junior 1 & 2

1. One True God
2. 1 Timothy

3. A Guide For Young
Christians

4. Standing Strong In The Tide

Each Level

Senior

1. One True God
2. Romans 1-8
3. Standing Strong In The Tide
4. Act As A Christian Today

LESsON DivisiON

We recommend the above lessons for each
respective class level. If you would like to use
lessons other than those recommended for the age
level, please make appropriate modifications when
necessary.

ASSIGNMENTS/QUIZZES

Please be reminded that assignments and
quizzes are NOT merely means to keep your stu-
dents busy. Rather, they serve as a tool to reinforce
what you have taught them and a way to assess
how much your students know about the subject.
Therefore, be sure to give your students feedback,
as soon as possible, on all the assignments and
quizzes so that they may learn from their works.

QUESTIONS

Questions are provided at the end of each les-
son. These are divided into three levels of difficulty.
Questions in level 1 are informational and students
can usually find the answers from reading the text.
Questions in level 2 require some explanation.
Questions in level 3 involve analysis, comparison, or
application. Depending on the class level you are
teaching, you may use any combination of ques-
tions from each difficulty level. We advice that you
assign more level 1 and 2 questions to Elementary
2 students and more level 2 and 3 qguestions for
older students.

Every lesson can be tailored to a specific class
depending on how you mix and match the ques-
tions.

GRroupr DiscussioN/AcCTIVITY

We encourage the students to be involved in
the class as much as possible through group discus-
sions. If possible, you may ask other instructors or
adult counselors to participate in the group discus-
sion as well. Group reports or presentations can
help your students remember the material better. At
the same time, they provide cpportunities to foster
fellowship and cooperative learning.

If the group discussion or activity is not possible
for any reason, you may modify it into an individual

writing assignment.



Bible Doctrine

Jesus said, “No one knows who the Son is but
the Father, and who the Father is but the Son,
and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal
Him.” (Lk 10:22} Therefore, in order to truly
know the teaching of one true God, we need rev-
elation from the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:10; Jn
16:12-13; Mt 16:13-17).

|
I. BIBLICAL VIEW OF GOD |

A. THE TRUE GoD
1. There is only one true God.

a. “The Lord our God, the Lord is
onel” [Deut 6:4; Mk 12:29)

b. There is only one God (1 Tim 2:5; 1
Cor 8:6).

c. @God said, “1, even |, am He, and
there is no God besides Me” [Deut
32:39; Ex 20:3).

2. QGod is a spirit (Jn 4:24).

a. He is omnipresent and fills the uni-
verse and everything in it {Ps
139:7-8; Jer 23:23-24; Eph 4:6).

b. The spirit of God is something “no
man has seen or can see” (1 Tim
6:16; Job 9:11).

c. Jesus “is the image of the invisible
God” (Col 1:15; Jn 1:18).

d. The Old Testament records of those

ONE TRUE GOD

B. JEsus

1.

who have seen God or Gods mes-
senger have actually seen the mani-
festation of God (Gen 16:7-10;
22:11-12; Judg 2:1-2).

Jesus is the God of the Old Testament
He is the God of everything in the uni-
verse (Gen 1:1; Isa 42:5).

a.

He is the creator (Jn 1:1-3; Col
1:16).

He is the only Savior (Isa 43:11;
Hos 13:4; Acts 4:12; Lk 2:11).

He is the king (Ps 10:16, 96:10; In
18:37; Rev 11:15).

He is the Lord of glory (Ps 24:10;
1 Cor 2:8).

He is the God of gods, the Lord of
lords, and the king of kings {Deut
10:17; Dan 2:47; Rev 17:1, 19:16).

He is the Lord of life (Deut 32:39;
Jer 38:16; Jn 1:4, 11:25).

He is the first and the last (Is 44:6;
48:12; Rev 1:17; 22:13).

He is the Lord of judgment (Ps
96:10; 98:9; 2 Cor 5:10; Rev
22:12).

2. Jesus is God who became human

4.

For the salvation of mankind, God



Bible Doctrine
must become human to shed His Spirit of Christ are one and the
blood for them (Heb 9:22, 10:4-5, same (Rom 8:9).
2:9-10).

b. Jesus was conceived from the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary (Mt 1:18-
25 1s 7:14). 5 R A S S a. The Father — seen during the cre-

ation of the world

3. Gods three manifestations at different
periods of time:

c. Jesus is the Word that became flesh
(Un 1:1, 14; 1 Tim 3:16). ' S o b. The Son - seen during the salvation

d. Jesus is above all; He is God of of mankind

everlasting praise (Rom 9:5). c. The Holy Spirit — seen during the

e. Jesus is the Almighty God, the establishment of the Church.

Father; He and the Father are one *Therefore, our God is one God
{Is 9:6; Jn 10:30; 14:7-9). o A ' T who appears in three different

£ “Jesus” is the name of the Father forms, not three different bodies.

{Un 17:11, 12, 6, 26; Mt 28:19; Acts

2:38; Zech 14:9).
- | - ' Il. HISTORICAL VIEWWS OF GOD HELD
C. HoLy SPIRIT , , BY CHRISTIAN CHURCHES

1. The Holy Spirit is God. ' ' ' A. THE SABELLIAN - THERE IS ONLY ONE
Gob
a. God said, “And 1 will put my spirit s
with you...” {Ezek 36:27, 37:14). IN 250 A.D., SABELLIUS PROPOSED
b. Jesus said, “God is Spirit” (Jn 4:24). . ' THAT THE FATHER, SON, AND HoLy
. SPIRIT REVEALED THEMSELVES IN DIF-
€, diaul Sa'd’. It 'S,,the SSmeIGod Wio o ‘ FERENT TIMES. HE ALSO CLAIMED THAT
weisallin @il (1 Eor il2ea): WHEN THE PURPOSE OF THESE TEMPO-
d. To deceive the Holy Spirit is to N ' ' RARY MANIFESTATIONS HAS BEEN
deceive God [Acts 5:34]). ACCOMPLISHED, THE TRINITY WILL

BECOME ONE. SOME HAVE STATED
THAT HIS IDEAS DEFIED THE ETERNAL
EXISTENCE OF A TRINITY.

e. Abidance of the Holy Spirit is the
abidance of God (1 Jn 3:24).

2. The Holy Spirit is Jesus. B. ARIAN

a. The Holy Spirit is Christ’s spirit {Acts
8:29, 39). ARIUS OF ALEXANDRIA PROPOSED THAT
ONLY GOD HAS NO BEGINNING AND
NO END, AND THAT THE SON AND THE
HoLy SPIRIT WERE CREATED FROM

c. The Spirit of God, Holy Spirit, and . S o NOTHING BEFORE THE CREATION OF

b. Opposition by the Holy Spirit is
Christs opposition {Acts 16:6-7).




THE WORLD. CHRIST WAS REFERRED TO
AS GOD BECAUSE His STATUS IS MERE-
LY SECOND TO GoD, AND HiS POWERS
WERE ALL GIVEN BY GoOD. THIs ARIAN
FOLLOWING WAS PRONOUNCED TO BE
A CULT IN THE CoOUNCIL OoF NICAEA
HELD IN 325 A.D.

UNITARIANS

THEY DENOUNCED THE ARIAN PRACTICE
OF WORSHIPPING CHRIST AS GOD
BECAUSE THEY REGARDED CHRIST TO
BE MERELY A CREATED MAN WHO HAD
A SPECIAL, CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH
Gobp. THEY PROPOSED THAT HUMANS
CANNOT WORSHIP THOSE WHO ARE
CREATED, NO MATTER HOW HIGH A
STATUS THEY MAY HAVE. THEY DID NOT
BELIEVE THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS
GoOD, BUT ONLY REGARDED IT AS A
MOTIVATING FORCE THAT CAME FROM
GobD. THEY EMPHASIZED THAT THERE IS
ONLY ONE GobD.

. DOCTRINE OF TRINITY

IN 325 A.D., DURING THE COUNCIL
OF NICAEA, THE MAIN TOPIC OF DIS-
CUSSION WAS: ARIUS’ REJECTION OF
THE IDEA OF EVERLASTING BIRTH AND
EXISTENCE, AND ATHANASIUS STRONG
INSISTENCE UPON IT. ARIUS CLAIMED
THAT THE SON WAS CREATED FROM
NOTHING, BUT ATHANASIUS PROPOSED
THAT THE SON WAS BORN FROM THE
INNER ESSENCE OF GoD. ARIUS
BELIEVED THAT THE SON AND THE
FATHER WERE NOT HOMOGENEOUS,
WHILE ATHANASIUS ARGUED AND
INSISTED THAT THEY WERE.

One True God

THE CONCEPT OF TRINITY MAY BE
SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS:

1%

In the Bible, three different figures were
referred to as God.

Each of these three figures in the Bible
have clearly been manifested to have a
unique position and status.

The three positions of Gods true essence
are relevant today as well as in the everiast-
ing future.

The idea of three in one does not mean
that there are three Gods.

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all
equal in status and they are mutually
dependent for existence; Father cannot be
without Son, Son cannot be without Father,
Spirit can not be without Father and Son.
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lll. JUDGING THE BELIEF OF TRINITY

A. THE TERM “TRINITY” IS A MAN-MADE
TERM BEYOND THE VOCABULARY OF
THE BIBLE

B. IT IS WRONGLY FOUNDED UPON
“HUMAN WISDOM” IN A FAILED
ATTEMPT TO DEFINE THE ESSENCE OF
GOD BY EXAMINING A VARIETY OF
GoOD’Ss APPEARANCES THROUGHOUT HIS-
TORY

C. THE CONCEPT OF TRINITY DE-EMPHA-
SIZES THE HONORABLE NAME OF
“JESUS”, AND INSTEAD, USES “THE
NAME OF THE FATHER, SON, AND
HoLy SPIRIT” TO PERFORM BAPTISM

D. THIS THEORY ORIGINATED FROM THE
BOTTOM TO THE TOP, A HUMAN DEFINI-
TION OF Gob

E. REFERENCE VERSES FOR THOSE WHO
BELIEVE IN TRINITY
1. “We"” [Gen 1:26; Ref: Gen 1:27)

2. Three appearing at the same time
(Mt 3:16, 17; Ref: Jn 3:13}

3. Blessed by three names (2 Cor 13:14; Ref:

Jn 16:23-26)

4. Right hand side (Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55-56;
Ref: Mk 14:62; Mt 25:31-46; Ps 109:31,
139:10; 1 Tim 6:16; Ps 16:8)

IV. CONCLUSION: THE ONENESS OF
GOD BASED ON THE BIBLE

“This is eternal life, that they may know You, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have
sent” (Jn 17:3).

A. ORIGINALLY REVEALED BY GOD
THROUGH THE BIBLE, WITH THE CORRECT
TERM AND CONTENT

B. IT 1s BY THE HOLY SPIRIT WHICH
TRANSCENDS TIME AND SPACE, THAT WE
ARE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THE ESSENCE
ofF GobD (JN 4:24)

G. UPLIFT THE NAME OF “JEsus”™: IT i1s
THE “NAME OfF GOD”, THE NAME OF “THE
SoN OF MAN,” THE NAME OF THE
“HEAVENLY FATHER” AND THE NAME OF
THE “HoLy SPIRIT.”

D. BAPTISM IN THE NAME OF JESUS
HAS THE POWER TO WASH AWAY SINS

“For God is in heaven, and you on earth” [Eccl
5:2), there is a definite barrier between God and
man. How can man, a mere creation, under-
stand the Lord of creation (Rom 9:19-217) "No
one knows the things of God except the Spirit of
God” (I Cor 2:11).

The fact that “God is Spirit” [Jn 4:24] is
incomprehensible due to the limited capacity of
human knowledge and understanding.
Therefore, it is necessary to pray for the guid-
ance of God’s Spirit ([Eph 1:17), and to seek reve-
lation from the Lord Jesus (Mt 11:27; Lk 10:22).



QUESTIONS

la.

1b.

2a.
2b.

2c.

3a.

3b.

Which verses support the belief of One
True God? Please memorize them.

List three verses that indicate Jesus is
God Himself. Please memorize them.

What does “Trinity” mean?

What are the differences between the
beliefs of “Trinity” and “One True God"?

Explain the oneness of God in response
to the verse, “...baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19).

Why is it wrong to believe or pray to
Mary, the mother of Jesus?

We know that Jesus is God Himself.
Why then does the Bible often refer to
Jesus as appearing at the right hand of
God, making Jesus and God seem to be
separate entities?

Explain why it is necessary that we bap-
tize in the name of Jesus instead of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Why did Jesus call God “Father” if he
himself is God?

One True God

GROUP DISCUSSION/ACTIVITY

PRACTICE PERSONAL EVANGELISM

Objective: To practice introducing the doctrine of
One True God to a non-believer through role-piay.

a.

b.

Prepare 3x5 note cards in advance.

Have each person take three note cards
and write down key Bible verses and
major doctrines concerning One True
God.

Divide the class into teams of two mem-
bers each. One person is to be the evan-
gelist and the other, a truth seeker.

Using only the note cards and the Bible,
each Evangelist of the team is to present
a five-minute speech on the doctrine of

One True God to his/her friend.

After the Evangelist finishes the speech,
he/she may answer one or two questions
from his/her listener.

When each team is finished, discuss any
of the hard-to-answer questions anyone
might have encountered.

If time permits, have members of each
team switch roles and repeat the activity.

Conclude and pray.
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I. BACKGROUND

A.

Bible Character

“And behold, a hand touched me and set me
trembling on my hands and knees.
And he said to me, ‘O Daniel, man greatly beloved,
give heed to the words that I speak to you, and
stand upright, for now I have been sent to you.’
While he was speaking this word to me, I stood up
trembling.

Aguain one having the appearance of a man
touched me and strengthened me.
And he said, “O man greatly beloved, fear not,
peace be with you; be strong and of good courage.’

(Dan 10:10, 11, 18, 19a)

MEANING OF “DANIEL”: “GOD IS MY
JUDGE”

1. There were two other “Daniels” in the
Bible:

a. Davids second son (1 Chr 3:1; 2
Sam 3:3)

b. A priest during the Babylonian
Captivity (Ezra 8:2; Neh 10:6)

2. The prophet Daniel was also called
“Belteshazzar,” meaning “His life is pro-
tected” (Dan 1:7; Ps 34:7, 15).

DANIEL

. AN ISREALITE FROM A ROYAL AND

NOBLE FAMILY, WITHOUT ANY PHYSICAL
DEFECT, HANDSOME, SHOWING APTI-
TUDE FOR EVERY KIND OF LEARNING,
WELL INFORMED, QUICK TO UNDER-
STAND, AND QUALIFIED TO SERVE IN
THE KING'S PALACE (DAN 1:3, 4}

. TIME OF HIS WORK WAS FROM 606 TO

536 B.C.

1. Daniel served during the reigns of
Kings Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar
of Babylon and Darius and Cyrus of
Persia.

2. This coincided with the reigns of Kings
Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah of
Judah.

DANIEL - A MAN OF AN

EXCELLENT SPIRIT

. HE wAs A RIGHTEOUS MAN (EZEK

14:14; DAN 6:22)

1. Full of wisdom, yet upright and just
{Dan 5:11; Ezek 28:3; Mt 10:16)

2. Neither cunning nor crafty — the major
reasons why the serpent was used by
Satan (Gen 3:1)



Bible Character
3. He refused gifts and rewards; only

B. HE wWAS A HUMBLE SERVANT OF GOD wanted to be a faithful mouthpiece of
God [Dan 5:17; 2 Kgs 5:15, 16).

1. Although Daniel had excellent upbring-

ing, status (he was the minister of reli- . e D. A TRUSTWORTHY SERVANT [(DAN 6:4;
gion and prime minister), distinction, 1 Cor 4:1, 2)
i TN .

' ained, umble 1. He was utterly faithful to God.

(Dan 5:16, 17, 2:30, 10:12).
a. Daniel would not defile himself

2. He relied on God in every matter and {Dan 1:8; 2 Cor 11:1-3).
gg\_’e . 9'?'3/ .to GOd_ (Dan 2:17-23, 28, b. He preached the words of God
: Prov 3:5-7; Ps 37:5). faithfully (Acts 20:20; 2 Tim 2:15).

3. He had no interest in vainglory and 2. He was loyal to the king.
worldly status {Dan 2:48, 49; 5:29, o S
6:1-3; Ps 75:6; Jas 4:6, 7, 10). a. Daniel served in the royal court
oS : ‘ (Dan 2:49).
4. He respected other workers of God: o _ _ b. He advised the king wisely (Dan
Daniel studied and believed whole- 4:27).
heartedly the prophecy of Jeremiah
(Dan 9:1-3; 2 Pet 3:15, 16). '
E. HE LOVED HIS CO-WORKERS

5. A penitent man: Daniel fasted and (DAN 2:48, 49; JN 13:34, 35])

repented; he knew that as a worker of - - - - F H J
God he shouldered the responsibility of : ; LONEDSIERESALEM
his countrys devastation; he willingly _ 1. He interceded daily (Dan 6:10, 11).

took upon himself the sins of the whole
nation (Dan 9:3-6, 18-20; 1 Kgs 18:42;

Ex 32:32; Ps 106:23). 2. He fasted and prayed (Dan 9:1-4).

T ‘ o a. He who loves Jerusalem (the

C. HE wAs A BOLD PROPHET I church of God, the body of Chrsit
(DAN 5:17-28; 2:26-30) o - - loves God (Eph 1:23), and shall

surely prosper (Ps 122:6).

1. He spoke only the words of God (Jer
1:7-9); he feared no man, only God (Mt

10:28; Acts 4:19, 20; 5:29). i1l. SPIRITUAL COMPANIONS OF

DANIEL - HANANIAH, MISHAEL,
AND AZARIAH

2. He would not pander to the king, nor
to the flattery of man (Prov 26:24-26,

28; Gal 1:10; 1 Thess 2:4, 5).
) A. THEY HAD THE SAME DETERMINATION

Na s\ AS THAT OF DANIEL (DAN 1:8, 11;
i 1 Cor 14:20)




B. THEY REMAINED FRIENDS DURING TIMES
OF ADVERSITY (ProOV 17:17)

1. Giving mutual encouragement

2. Likened to sharpened swords
(Prov 27:17}

C. THEY WERE DANIEL'S PRAYING PART-
NERs (DAN 2:17, 18; AcTs 3:1,
16:25; EccL 4:9, 10, 12)

D. THEY WERE TRUE WARRIORS
(DAN 3:16-18);

1. They were persecuted and who suf-
fered for righteousness’ sake (Mt 5:10-
12).

2. They received great rewards because of
the abidance of God (Isa 63:9; 2 Cor
4:16-18).

Daniel
4. By determining to keep one5 faith, God
will provide special care and blessings
in times of need (Dan 1:14-21).

. A PRAYING PROPHET

1. He relied on God in all matters,
through prayer and supplication
(Dan 2:17, 18, 6:10, 11; Phil 4:6, 7; 1
Pet 5:7).

2. He prayed earnestly three times a day
(Dan 6:10, 11; Ps 55:17).

3. He led a consistent life of prayer for
seventy-two years.

4. When he was over eighty years old, he
was still was able to pray three times a
day, even fasting (Dan 9:1-4, 10:12;
Deut 9:18-20; Lk 2:36, 37).

V. FULL OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS AND
WISDOM

A. HE WAS INTELLIGENT AND KNOWL-
EDGEABLE (DAN 1:17; 1 Cor 12:8;

IV. A PROPHET OF MANLY FAITH

A. DANIEL RESOLVED NOT TO DEFILE

HIMSELF (DAN 1:8) et ssm TR - v Isa 11:2)
1. He guarded strictly against the idols S ' N B. HE SAW NUMEROUS VISIONS AND
and immoralilties of Babylon. ’ DREAMS (DAN 1:17; JOEL 2:28, 29)
AND KNEW THEIR INTERPRETATIONS
(DAN 5:12)

2. Those who determine to keep the com-
mandments shall surely obtain God’
special care and grace (Col 3:5; Prov
4:23-27).

C. HE UNDERSTOOD THE PLANS OF GOD
CONCERNING THE WORLD {DAN
10:12; CoL 1:9)

3. He who has suffered in his body is
done away with sin (1 Pet 4:1;
Heb 4:15).

1. A result of daily earnest prayer and con-
stant fasting




Bible Character

VI. A SUCCESSFUL MAN N o T E s .
3b. Name other Bible characters who were

able to stand firm in their faith and keep

A. HE WENT FROM A SLAVE TO MINISTER ; ; ; i
their holiness in the face of persecution
OF RELIGION, AND FINALLY TO PRIME - S . LSS :
. and threat. What is the common factor
MINISTER; HE WITNESSED FOR THE
among these great people of God?

LORD IN TWO GREAT EMPIRES —
BABYLON AND PERSIA

B. A NOBLE VESSEL DURING THE TIME OF GROUP DISCUSSION/ACTIVITY

ISRAEL'S DESOLATION; ONE OF THE
THREE MAJOR PROPHETS (2 Tim 2:20- DANIEL-WANNA-BE
22) ' o S ' Objective: Use letter writing to reflect on how to

become more like Daniel.
C. A PROPHET GREATLY LOVED BY GOD

(Dan 10:10, 11, 18, 19) a) On the space provided in your book or on a
S separate sheet of paper, write a letter to
your best friend and share what you have

QUESTIONS ' ) ' learned about Daniel.

S ) b) You may choose one or both of the follow-
la. How can we tell that Daniel was hum- ing to write about:
ble? - N —; e

— What do you admire the most about

1b. How did Daniel's three friends help ' S : Daniel and why do you admire him?
him? What do you intend to do or change

about yourself to be more like Daniel?

Tc What did Daniel do to keep his faith? - List ten things you do daily. How
N i would you do these things differently if
you were Daniel? Explain why you
2a. What would Daniel do if he had fol- TANTRAETEN ' e v would change.

lowed the customs and trends of the

Babylonians? _ )
c) After everyone is finished, ask volunteers to

share their letters.

2b. Why do you think Daniel was able to
remain humble even when he had high

status, power, and gifts? d} Conclude and pray.

2c. Why do you think Daniel did not com-
plain to God when he was thrown into
the lion's den?

3a. How was Joseph similar to Daniel?



Topic General

I. INTRODUCTION (1:1-15)

A. THE SENDER AND THE RECIPIENT (1:2-7)

1. The sender (1:1-2}

2. The humanity and divinity of Jesus ({1:3-
>}

3. The recipient (1:6-7)
B. THANKSGIVINGS AND WISHES (1:8-15}

1. Thanksgiving (1:8-9)

2. Desire to spread gospel to Rome (1:10-
15)

THEME: “THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL
LIVE BY FAITH" (1:16-17)

A. THE GOSPEL PROVIDES SALVATION TO
ALL WHO BELIEVE (1:16)

1. Jews first {Jn 4:22)

2. Gentiles second (Acts 13:46; Rom
11:17-24)

B. THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL LIVE BY FAITH

1. The righteous do not live by deeds
alone.

2. OT Prophecy (Hab 2:4)

ROMANS (1-8)

SIN, JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION

IIl. THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF

MANKIND {1:18-3:20)

A. SINs OF THE GENTILES
1. Ungodliness (1:18-32)
2. Homosexuality (1:26-27)
3. Unrighteousness (1:28-32)
B. SiINs OF THE JEws (2:1-3:8)
1. Gods judgment toward the Jews (2:1-5)
2. The righteous judgment {2:6-10)
3. AtrueJew is one inwardly (2:17-29).

4. The advantage of the Jews will not
change Gods righteousness (3:1-8.

C. WE ARE ALL SINNERS (3:9-20)

1. Both Jews and Gentiles are sinners (3:9-
18).

2. All are under judgment (3:19).

3. One cannot be justified by works of the
law (3:20].
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IV. JUSTIFICATION (3:21-5:21) N o ® E S
C. THE RESULTS OF JUSTIFICATION (5:1-
21)

A. JUSTIFICATION THROUGH JEsus (3:21-

26 1. Recondiliation with God (v. 1]

1. The righteousness of God has been A 2. Entrance into God’s grace now and the

manifested apart from law (v. 21). hope of sharing God’ glory in the
e =1 A future (v. 2|

2. Justification comes by faith and freely by |

Gods grace (vv. 22-24). S S 3. Joy in suffering {vv. 3-5)
3. Atonement through faith in Jesus’ blood ' i . ‘ “While we were yet helpless, at the right time

is a demonstration of Gods justice - i ' Christ died for the ungodly. Why, one will hardly

{wv. 25-26). ' die for a righteous man—though perhaps for a good

v _ . - ‘ o man one will dare even to die. But God shows His
B. JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH (3:27-4:25) ' love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ

1. The principle on which boasting is B . died for us.” (v0.6-8)

excluded (3:27-31)

“Not only so, but we have now received our recon-
a. Since man is justified by faith, no o ‘ o ciliation.” (v. 11)
one can boast (vv. 27-28; Eph 2:8-9).

b. The difference between Gentiles and
Jews is the grace being justified by
faith (vv. 29-30).

SANCTIFICATION (6:1-8:17)

c. The law is not overthrown by faith ; TS e - o | A, FREEDOM FROM THE POWER OF SINS

but upheld {v. 31). (6:1-23)
. ' ' ' - ' 1. The meaning and effects of baptism
2. The principle expounded (4:1-25] (6:1-11)

a. Abraham was deemed righteous a. Those who die to sin cannot con-
when he believed God (4:1-12). B . R O o tinue to live in sin {vv. 1-2}.

b. Abraham believed God’s promise b. To be baptized is to die, be buried,
(4:13-16). : o ' o : and resurrect with Jesus (vw. 3-7).

c. The characteristics of Abrahams faith c. After baptism, we live for God
(4:17-25) (vv. 8-11).

2. Offer our bodies to God (6:12-14).

a. Let not sin reign in our mortal bod-
ies (vv. 12-13a).




b. Offer the parts of our bodies as
instruments of righteousness
(v. 13b).

¢. Sin will have no dominion over us
(v. 14).
3. Slaves of righteousness and slaves of
sin (6:15-23)

a. Gods grace is not an excuse for us

to sin {v. 15).

b. Which one are you enslaved by? (v.
16).

¢. Be the slave of righteousness (wv.
17-18).

d. Offer our body parts to be enslaved
by righteousness (vv. 19-20).

e. Slaves to sin and in death (v. 21).

f. Slaves to God receive eternal life
(wv. 22-23).

. ABSOLVED FROM CONDEMNATION OF

THE LAW (7:1-25)
1. Limitations of the law (7:1-6)

2. The law cannot set man free from sin
{vw. 7-13).

3. The flesh on its own cannot overcome
sin {7:14-25).

. LIVE BY THE POWER OF THE HoLYy

SPIRIT (8:1-39)
1. Freedom in Christ (8:1-11)

2. With the spirit, put to death the deeds
of the body (8:12-17).

3. Glorification (8:18-39)

|
\

Romans

QUESTIONS

1a.

1c.

1d.

z2a.

2b.

2c.

2d.

3a.

3b.

3c.

What is the meaning of 1:17 “The right-
eous shall live by faith™?

Why is God angry at gentiles {1:18)7

Since we are all sinners before God,
how can we be justified?

What happens once we are justified?
Why did God give up on some of the
people (1:24, 26, 28)7 What does that

mean to you?

What can we learn from Abraham’s
faith?

Why do we have to be baptized?
What do we have to do to be sancti-

fied?

Explain why deeds are important even
though the Bible says that the righteous
shall live by faith.

Once we are justified, why do we need
to be sanctified?

Why did Paul experience such a great
conflict in 7:14-247
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GROUP DISCUSSION/ACTIVITY N O T E S

DEAR PAuUL...
Objective: Write a letter to reflect on what one

has learned from Paul’s letter to the Romans.

aj Choose your favorite verse(s) from Paul’s
epistle to the Romans.

b) Meditate on what the verse(s) mean
and their importance to you.

c) Write a letter back to Paul and tell him
what you have learned from his letter.
More specifically, share your reflections
on your favorite verse(s) and what you
can do to demonstrate your conviction
towards your faith.

d) Have volunteers share their letters.

e) Conclude and pray.
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1 TIMOTHY

I. CHAPTER 1: THE CHARGE OF | N o T E s S8 Wordsiofilove, (1]

LOVE a. The purpose of the commandment
is love, which is the goal of the
church (10:4; Gal 5:14).

b. Love comes from a pure heart, pure
conscience, and pure faith.

A. GREETINGS (1:1-2)

1. The author recognizes his mission: He is
an apostle in the name of the Lord.

2. He recognizes Jesus is the Savior and S o o 4. Teaching of the Truth

hope of men. a. Falling into heresies is caused by
lack of foundation in the Truth

3. The author is a true believer. (1:6-7; Eph 4:13-14; Col 2:6-8).
d, biejaddresses his, iclehild in Gie b. The Law causes men to realize their
faith”: a manifestation of spiritual

sins (Rom 7:7}, to refrain from
unlawfulness (1 Jn 3:4; Gal 3:22),
and it leads them onto the path of
righteousness (2 Cor 3:6).

love

b. He prays for blessings, mercy, and
peace for others.

B. CONFRONTING FALSE PROPHETS AND
HEREsIES {1:3-11)

1. Appearance of false prophets (1:3, 20;
2Tim 2:17; Acts 20:29-30)

C. ABUNDANT BLESSINGS: PAUL's
TESTIMONY (1:12-17)

1. Christs ministry {v. 12; 1 Cor 3:5; Acts

9:1-16)
2. False teachings of heresies S . a. Pauls loyalty (Mt 25:29; 1 Cor 4:1)
a. They desire to be teachers of the ey e : b. Granting of power (2 Cor 4:7,
law (1:7) 12:12; Rom 15:18; 1 Cor 2:4)
> l(’:_)]rlo)tlng SHESSSVEIEREIENES r,;\, ! 2. The abundant love of Christ (vv. 13-16)

a. He blasphemed against the name
of the Lord and was the leader of
persecutors {1 Cor 15:9; Acts 7:58-
60, 8:3)

b. The Lord forgives the ignorant,

¢. Preaching falsehood and genealo-
gies (1:4, 4:7; Tit 3:9)

d. Foolish and meaningless questions ) sl A )
: INJ AV \ ~ /
concerning the Law (2 Tim 2:23; Tit \‘:y\l/?\;\”\
3:9) o ket
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granting them faith and love (Eph
3:8; 1Jn 4:19).

The Lord is abundant in patience
and tolerance. These are the quali-
ties of a Savior {vw. 15-16; 1 Pet
3:20; 2 Pet 3:8-9; Lk 18:9-14,
19:10).

3. Glory and praise belongs to the Lord
{v. 17).

d.

Glorify the Lord with our bodies
{Phil 1: 20-21; Isa 43:7).

Know the noble God who is
immortal, invisible, the eternal King,
the one true God (2 Cor 4:18; 1
Cor 2:6-10; Heb 13:8).

D. FIGHT THE BEAUTIFUL BATTLE
(vv. 18-20)

1.

Loyal submission: emphasizes the transi-
tion of holy work (v. 18; 2 Tim 2:2]

a.

Choose holy workers according to
prophesies [Acts 16:1-3).

Laying of hands (2 Tim 1:6; 1 Tim
4:14)

Cultivation through work

(2 Tim 1:13-14)

Encouragement and guidance
through letters

Fight the beautiful battle for the Truth.

a.

Keep the Truth, spread the gospel,
protect the Truth {2 Tim 1:13-14,
2:15, 3:15-17, 4:2-5; 2 Cor 10:3-5}

Weapons (1:19): Faith and a pure
conscience ( Heb 11:6, 13:18)

The shipwreck of our faith: loss of
faith, conscience, love and resigna-
tion to Satan (Jas 4:17; 1 Cor 5:5; 2
Tim 2:17, 4:14)

II. CHAPTER 2: PRINCIPLES OF
BELIEVERS

A. THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION (1-7)

1.

2.

First and primary duty {Acts 6:4}

Recipients

a.

For all people

b. For leaders (Rom 13:1-7; Eph 6:18-

19)

Ask in humility, intercede and give
thanks (Eph 1:16; 2 Cor 12:8-10; 1 Pet
2:9; Phil 4:6; Col 4:2)

The foundation of intercession (Heb
4:14-16)

a.

There is only one God (1 Cor 8:4-6;
Deut 6:4).

b. One mediator (Heb 7:25}

Appointed positions (v. 7), preachers,
apostles, teachers

*Know your duties and do everything
to the best of your ability (1 Cor 9:16-
19; Eph 4:11-12; Acts 2:23-24; 1 Cor
2:4-5)



B. SPIRITUAL CULTIVATION AND ORDER
AMONG BELIEVERS.

I.

Brothers (v. 8]

a. Do not be easily angered
(Heb 12:15; Prov 16:32; Eph 4:26-
27; Ps 37:8).

b. Do not argue (Prov 20:3; 2 Tim
2:14).

c. Emphasize holiness (Heb 12:14;
2 Cor 7:1; Gal 5:23-24).

d. Pray often (Eph 6:18-19;
2 Thess 2:13).

Sisters

a. Be humble, have self-control, and
perform good deeds (Prov 14:1;
1 Pet 3:1-2)

b. Dress in modest apparel (V. 9; 1 Pet
3:3; Prov 31:30)

c. Learn in silence, with all submission
(v. 11; 1 Cor 11:3; Eph 5:22-24;
Lk 1: 38, 46-48)

d. Should neither rebuke nor have
authority over men (w. 12-14;
1 Cor 14:34-35; Lk 2:36-37; Tit 2:5;
1 Pet 3:1)

e. Faith, love, holiness, and self-con-
trol result in blessing (v. 15).

CHAPTER 3: ASSIGNMENT OF

HOLY \XYORKS

A. MoTives {v. 1)

1.

Desirous of doing good works (v. 1)

1 Timothy

Willing to be a public servant (1 Cor
9:19; 1 Pet 5:24; Acts 20:28-30)

Willing to suffer for the Lord (2 Cor
11:23-33, 6:1-10, 4:7-11; 1 Pet 4:1-2)

B. APPOINTMENT OF ELDERS

1.

Overseers and elders (Acts 20:28; 1 Tim
5:17)

Qualifications of elder:

a. Personal qualifications: Blameless
(Tit 1:7; Ps 101:2), temperate
{Tit 2:2), sensible and with self-control
(2 Pet 1:6), respectful (1 Tim 2:2),
hospitable (Rom 12:13), able teach-
ers (1 Cor 12:28)}, not drunkards
(Prov 23:31; Eph 5:18), not violent
but gentle (Tit 3:2}, not quarrelsome
{2 Tim 2:24, 25), and not greedy
(1 Pet 5:2; 1 Tim 6:10).

b. Family life: faithful husbands
(Mt 19:4-6; Tit 1:6), able to manage
their own house (Tit 1:6), and train
their children to be obedient
(Eph 6:1; Ps 128:3).

¢. Spiritual requirements: mature faith
(2 Tim 2:15; Gal 1:6-10}, filled with
the Holy Spirit {Acts 6:3), not a new
believer (v. 6}, and able to teach oth-
ers {Acts 20:28-31; 1 Tim 4:16}.

d. Well spoken of by non-believers [Acts
16:2; 1 Pet 3:13-16)

C. APPOINTMENT OF DEAcCONSs (vv. 8-13)

1.

Original meaning of a deacon is “one
who is willing to help”; “a servant”.
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2. Qualification of deacons (similar to the
qualification of elders)

5. Believed by the world (Jn 3:16, 36)

6. Received and ascended in glory (1 Pet
a. Outwardly: Speaks from the heart 1:3-5; Acts 1:9)
(Mt 5:37; Prov 12:23), does not - S
gossip, does not drink (Prov 23:31;

llcl:aorlqzﬂn, is not greedy - NN |\, CHAPTER 4: THE LOYAL
:Actstlz-‘])_é,and is well spoken of T S S, SERVANT OF GOD

b. Inwardly: Clear conscience [Acts s i A. KNOWLEDGE OF FALSE TEACHINGS
24:16; 1 Tim 1:19), firm in faith (vv. 1-5)
(Phil 3:16), tested {Jas 1:2-3; i )
1 Pet 1:7), and blameless (Tit 1:7). 1. Reasons for departing from the Truth
Tired of the Truth (2 Tim 4:3-4)

D. ConDucTs OF THE CHURCH b. Temptation of evil spirits (Jn 13:2),
(vv.14-16) N R ' obsessions of the heart of men, cre-
ation of cults

c. Confusion of the Truth {1 Tim 6:20;
Eph 2:1-3; Gal 1:6-8)

1. Reason for writing the letter (v.14])

2. Characteristics of the church

a. House of the eternal God (Ps 26:8, 2 KeharaCtensiisSueHIs

27:4; Eph 2:19) a. Oppose the Truth (Col 2:8; 1 Tim
b. Pillar and foundation of the Truth ' G:20)
(Eph 2:20; 1 Cor 3:11) e b. indulge in the passion of lust
(1 Thess 4:3-5)
E. MYSTERY OF OUR RELIGION : B R : c. Excessive abstinence (v. 3; 1 Cor
7:28])

1. Manifestation of God in the flesh

{Un1:14, 17-18) d. Abstinence from certain foods

(Col 2:16, 20-23)

2. Justified in the Spirit (Jn 1:33, 3:34; Mt e. Perform false miracles (2 Thess 2:9;
3:16-17) S e oo Mt 24:24)

3. Seen by angels (Lk 2:10-11, 22:43: Acts 3. Candidates of cults

1:6-11) a. Those who are deluded in heresies

(2 Thess 2:9-12; 2 Pet 2:1)

4. Preached among the Gentiles (Eph 3:1-
6) b. Those who wander away from the

Truth

18



C.

Those without consciences
(Eph 4:18-19; Jn 12:39-40)

4. Methods of protection

a
b.

a n

Keep the Truth (Heb 4:12; Col 1:23)
Resistance through faith (Jas 4:7)
The Holy Spirit (Eph 1:17-18, 6:17)

Reminders of preachers (Acts 20:28;
1 Cor 14:29)

B. EXERCISE GODLINESS

1. Advantages

a.

More profitable than bodily exercise
{1 Cor 6:20; 2 Cor 4:16-18;
Eph 5:29)

b. Promise of life (Mat 6:33; Ps 128:1-
6)

¢. Promise of the life to come (Phil
3:20-21; 2 Tim 4:7-8; Eph 1:13-14)

2. Methods

a. Receive the words of Truth (v. 6;
Ps 119:9; 1 Pet 1:22)

b. Imitate the faith of those who
speak the word of God (Heb 13:7).

c. Abandon worldly conversations
(v. 7; 2 Tim 2:16).

d. Labor and suffer in reproach (v. 10;

2 Tim 2:6; Jas 5:7; 1 Cor 9:24-27).

C. PASTORING DUTIES

1. Methods of pastoring

a.

Verbal teachings (vv. 11, 13; Neh
8:1-8; Mt 18:15, 28:20)

1 Timothy

b. Physical teachings (v. 12;

C.

2 Thess 3:9; Tit 2:7, 15)
Utilize talents (V. 14; Mt 25:15-30}

2. Attitudes toward pastoring

Practice the teaching (v. 15}.

Complete devotion (v. 15; Lk 9:57-
62)

Persistence in work (v. 16;
Heb 3:14; Mt 24:13)

3. Results of pastoring

Obtaining salvation {2 Tim 3:15)

Saving others (2 Thess 2:13; 1 Jn
5:16; Jas 5:19-20)

Others can see your progress
(v. 15; Rom 2:21)

V. CHAPTER 5: PRINCIPLES OF THE

CHURCH

FAMILY-LiIKE CHURCH (vv. 1-3;

EPH 2:19), SPIRIT OF THE FAMILY

1.

a.
b.
C.
2.
Bn

Treat elders as your parents

Do not look down on them (Prov
23:22).

Do not rebuke them (Prov 20:20).
Respect them (Job 32:4-7).

Treat youths as your siblings (Rom 8:17;

1 Jn 3:1).

Restore with gentleness rather than

rebuke (Mt 18:15-17; Gal 6:1).
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4. Gather in harmony, keeping ourselves
holy (1 Thess 4:3-5}.

5. Take care of weaker members (v. 3;
1 Cor 12:22-25; Mt 25:36; Jas 1:27)

B. CHURCH-LIKE FAMILY

1. Family must be godly (Ps 101:2;
1 Tim 3.5)

2. Children, practice filial piety in the
household (v. 4; Eph 6:1).

3. Love one another within the family
(v. 8; 1Jn 4:20).

C. PRrAcTICE OF Goob DEEDs (vv. 9-16)
1. Guidelines for the elderly and widowed

a. Sixty years old, has not committed
any sinful deeds, the wife of one
man

b. Reputation for charitable acts, such
as caring for and educating chil-
dren, receiving foreigners, washing
the feet of saints, relieving the
afflicted, and devotion to all kinds
of good work.

2. Caring for young widows

a. Respect widows with good con-
ducts, and who look up to God
and pray constantly.

b. Counsel the young widows who
seek pleasure {vv. 11-13, 6-7).

¢. Encourage them to remarry and
manage a household (v. 14).

d. Families should take care of their
helpless relatives; others will be
taken care of by the church
(vw. 4, 8, 16; Acts 6:1-3).

D. CONCERNING FELLOW W ORKERS

1.

Respect elders who labor in the Truth

a.

Two types of elders: Those who
manage the church, and those
who labor in the Truth

The Church provides for those who
labor in the Truth so they can con-
centrate on the works of God
(Deut 25:4; 1 Cor 9:7-14).

Resolving accusations

a.

In the event a worker of God is at
fault, do not reproach directly or
make accusations in the presence
of gentiles.

Do not accuse others without clear
evidence and two or three witness-
es.

When proven guilty, punish accord-
ing to the severity of the wrongdo-
ing, as a teaching for others.

Attitudes toward others (vv. 21-22)

a.

Do not have prejudice and do not
show favoritism (v. 21; Ex 23:2-3;
Lev 19:15).

Do not lay hands on anyone hastily
(v. 22).

Keep ourselves pure; do not have
share in anothers sin (v. 22).

Resolve matters justly; know what
is right from wrong (vv. 24-25).

Take care of our bodies; do not
overlook our health (v. 23, 4:8;
1 Cor 6:19).



VI. CHAPTER 6: GODLINESS AND

CONTENTMENT

A. DUTIES OF THE SERVANT (vv. 1-2]

1.

Maintain self-identity (v. 1; 1 Cor 7:20-
24). The gospel is preached to all levels
of society. The change in spiritual life
after conversion does not equate to a
change in social status.

Respect and honor masters, be faithful
at work, lest the gospel is despised by
others (1 Pet 2:18-20).

Serve the believing masters with dili-
gence (v. 2; Col 3:22, 23).

B. SIGNs OF FALSE TEACHERS (vv. 3-5)

1.

Preaching wrong teachings (v. 3;
Gal 1:6-9; Col 2:8)

Contradicting the Truth (v. 3; Titus 1:10;

1 Jn 4:1-6; Jn 8:44-45)

Arrogant and self-exalting (Rom 1:30;
2 Pet 2:18)

Causing strife (v. 4; Jas 3:14-17)

Using godliness as a means of self-gain
{2 Thess 3:6-12; Acts 8:18-20)
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C. Do NoT BE GREEDY (vv. 6-10)

1. Greed is the root of all evil and causes

people to:

a. Fall into snares and harmful lusts
{v. 9

b. Sink into destruction and perdition
{v. 9)

Be led away from the Truth (v. 10)

d. Be pierced with many sorrows
(v. 10)

2. Learn to be content {Heb 13:5;

Phil 4:11-13)
a. Godliness with contentment is
great gain.

D. BE A PERsON OF GobD (vv. 11-16)

1. Flee from these things:

a. The temptation of money
(w. 9, 10)

b. Godiess chatter and contradictory
ideas (v. 20; Col 2:8)

2. Pursue these things:

a. Spiritual growth (v. 11; 2 Pet 1:5-8;
2 Tim 2:22)

b. Fight the good fight of faith (v. 12;
2 Cor 10:4-5; Jude 3)

c. lay hold of eternal life (v. 12; Mt
16:26)

d. Be spotless and blameless (v. 14;
2 Pet 3:12-14; Heb 12:14)
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3. Purpose of laboring and toiling

4.

Hope for God’s appearing
(vw. 14-16, 4:8-10)

Hope for spiritual rewards
{1 Pet 5:4; Rom 8:18-25; 2 Cor
4:17-18, 5:1-10)

Persevere until the end {(Rom 8:35-
39; Heb 10:32-39)

E. BE RicH IN GooDp WORKS
{(vv. 17-19)

1.

Do not be arrogant in having riches
(v. 17; Jer 9:23-24).

a.

Money and riches are uncertain
(v. 17; Ecct 2:18-19, 6:1-2; Prov
23:5).

Money cannot solve all problems
{Ps 49:6-9; Jas 1:9-11}.

An abundance of wealth is nothing
in the sight of God (Lk 12:15-21).

Trust in the living God (v. 17; Prov 3:5;
Ps 31:14).

a.

He is the Lord of the universe, the
source of all blessings (Ps 23:1;
1 Chr29:11-12; Jas 1:17, 4:13-15].

He richly gives us all things to
enjoy (v. 17; Deut 8:18; Ps 31:9,
34:9).

Be rich in good works (v. 18}

a.

Have pity on the poor; store up
treasures in heaven (Mt 16:19-21;
Prov 19:17, 3:27; Gal 6:9-10).

Sow sparingly, reap sparingly; sow

bountifully, reap bountifully
{2 Cor 9:6-14; Heb 13:16)

4. Lay hold of eternal life (v. 19)

a. Life does not solely consist of the
abundance of material possessions
(Lk 12:15].

b. It is difficult for a rich man to enter
heaven (Mt 19:23-26).

c. Use money well; be a faithful stew-
ard (Lk 16:10-12).

VII. CONCLUSION: FINAL EXHORTA-

TION (VV. 20-21)

A. GUARD AND PREACH THE PURE
GOSPEL, THE ETERNAL TRUTH

B. RESIST FALSE TEACHINGS.

1. Words of vanity, worldly philosophies,
teachings that oppose the Truth.

2. Be watchful; do not be tempted.

-

C. REMAIN UNDER THE GRACE OF GoD.



QUESTIONS

l1a.

1b.

2a.

2b.

2c.

2d.

3a.

3b.

3c.

3d.

What does Paul say about prayers of
intercession?

According to 1 Timothy, what should be
our motives when we perform holy

work?

What are some characteristics of people
who depart from the faith?

What are the qualifications of an elder?
What are the qualifications of a deacon?
How can people lose their faith by
rejecting their conscience (1:19)?

Why must elders and deacons not be
recent converts and have been tested

first?

Why does Paul say in 3:16 that our reli-
gion is a great mystery?

What are Pauls instructions about godli-
ness?

Explain why the law is good for us
(1:8).

How can someone use godliness as a
means of gain (6:5)?

Give an example that demonstrates “the
love of money is the root of all evils”
(6:10}.

Why is it so important to be godly?
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ll GROUP DISCUSSION/ACTIVITY

a)

b)

cl

d)

f)

PROFILE OF A GODLY PERSON
Objective: Use 1 Timothy as a reference to create
a profile of an imaginary person that meets what

Paul calls “godly.”

Divide the class into groups of three
members each.

Have each group compile a list of all the
Bible verses that relate to godliness.

Use the categories mentioned in 4:12 as
a guide and to create a profile of an
imaginary person.

Give as much detail as possible so as to
make this imaginary person as real as
possible. Give details such as name,
age, personal background, personality,
physical appearance, hobbies, and the
like. If time allows, each group may
draw a picture of this person.

Have each group send one representa-
tive to introduce their made-up godly
person.

After everyone is finished, discuss the
following:

- Do you know someone who fits your
profile? If yes, please share what this
person does to achieve a godly life. If
no, why not?

- Do you think it is hard to be godly?
Why or why not?

- What is one thing you can do today to
make yourself more godly?



Bible Study

gl

- Make a list of other things you would
like to change so that you may become
a godly person.

Conclude and pray.
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Christian Living

A Christian should live life according to the teach-
ings of the Bible and be unaffected by the trends
of the world. God is the Creator of all things in
heaven and on earth; therefore, it is only reason-
able that human beings obey Him.

Gods commandments are a benefit to man.
God did not intend to burden man with His com-
mandments but instead to give man freedom and
blessings (refer: Mk 2:27; Jn 8:31-32; Jas 1:25; Jer
7:23). This guide will help us to observe God’s
commandments and to glorify His name in our
family, school, and church (refer: Phil 2:14-16; Mt
5:14-16).

I. FAMILY LIFE

A. TEACHINGS OF THE BIBLE

1. “Honor your father and your mother, that
your days may be long in the land which
the LORD your God gives you.” (Ex 20:12)

2. “Children, obey your parents in the Lord,
for this is right. Honor your father and
mother, (this is the first commandment with
a promise), that it may be well with you and
you may live long on the earth.” (Eph 6:1-
3)

3. "Hearken to your father who begot you, and
do not despise your mother when she is
old.” (Prov 23:22)
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“If you are left without discipline, in which
all have participated, then you are illegiti-
mate children and not sons.” (Heb 12:8)

“Let your father and your mother be glad,
and let her who bore you rejoice.” (Prov
23:25)

B. REASONS FOR SHOWING FiLIAL PIETY
(1 Tim 5:4)

I

Our mothers gave birth to us: They car-
ried us in their wombs for ten months,
endangering their lives {e.g. Rachel
died giving birth to Benjamin) and
enduring the pain of childbirth (Gen
3:16: 35:16-19}.

Our parents raised us. Beginning from
when we were in the womb, our par-
ents cared for our health, character,
faith, education, career, marriage, and
every detail of our lives (1 Thess 2:7-8;
2 Cor 12:14-15; Isa 49:15]).

The grace of education: Our parents
labor and toil for us to receive a good
education.

C. WAys To SHow FiLiAL PIETY

1.

Obey our parents (Eph 6:1-3; Lk 2:51].

2. Serve and help them (Gen 45:9-11;

Ruth 1:16-17, 2:2).
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3. Love our family members (Ps 133:1;
Prov 17:17).

4. Study diligently (Eph 5:16; Prov 23:25).

5. Work faithfully and conscientiously
(Gen 39:2-6; Dan 6:4-5; Eph 4.:28).

6. Serve God with zeal (3Jn 4; 1 Jn 2:14-
17}).

7. Guide our parents to believe in Christ if

they don't believe (Acts 16:31; Mk 5:19;
Josh 2:12-13; Rom 9:1-3).

II. SCHOOL LIFE
A. THE PURPOSE OF EDUCATION
1. To live a stable and useful life
2. To improve mankind
3. To save souls: We can use our educa-
tion to serve in the work of evangelism
(Mt 22:37-46; Acts 7:22, 22:1-3; Dan
1:17-21)

B. WAYs TO PURSUE EDUCATION

1. Respect and learn from the teachers
(Acts 22:3).

2. Find a good environment.

3. Find a study partner (Dan 1:17-20,
2:17-18; Prov 27:17).

4. Pray to God for wisdom (1 Kgs 3:10-13;
Dan 1:17-20; Jas 1:5-6).
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C. SHINE THE LIGHT FOR CHRIST

Most people go through sixteen years of edu-
cation from grade school to coliege. In this
period of time, if we can be steadfast in our
faith, obey Gods commandments and witness
the gospel of salvation for Him, then we have
become a vessel of God. We should rely on
God to do good work to glorify Him, and to
bring our friends to believe in Christ.

1. Honesty — The basis of moral character
is honesty. Jesus said, “God is a spirit,
and those who worship Him must wor-
ship in spirit and truth” (Jn 4:24). The
Bible says, “Let not loyalty and faithful-
ness forsake you...” (Prov 3:3}. We
ought to be honest in words and in
deeds; do not tell lies, do not cheat on
tests, do not be greedy. Instead, be
pure and holy (Gen 39:9; Prov 15:3; Jer
16:17; Eph 5:3-4, 4:29).

2. Love — Honesty and love are the two
greatest virtues (Prov 3:3). Apostle Paul
said, “Knowledge puffs up, but love
builds up” {1 Cor 8:1). We should show
the love of Christ to our friends in
school by caring for them and helping
them in all aspects. They will see Christs
love through us and be drawn to come
and know Christ (1 Cor 13:1-7; Mt
5:13-16; Phil 2:14-16).

3. Prayer — Apostle Paul said, “I planted,
Apollos watered, but God gave the
growth” (1 Cor 3:6). We may do every-
thing possible, but without the help of
God, our work is in vain. Besides planti-
ng the seeds and watering, we also
need to pray to God to work with us
and open peoples hearts to accept Him.



lIl. SPIRITUAL LIFE

A. FEAR GobD (EccL 12:1, 13; Ps
103:1-5)

1. God created us (Gen 1:26-27; Ps
139:13-16; Acts 17-28).

2. God takes care of us {Ps 23:1; Gen
48:15; Acts 14:16-17; Mt 5:45).

3. God gives us life {1 Sam 2:6; Deut
32:39) and has the power to resurrect
the dead (1 Kgs 17:21-22}.

4. God saved us from sin (Jn 1:1-3, 14;
1 Cor 15:3; Tit 3:5).

B. DrRAwW NEAR TO GOD

1. Worship God (Lk 4:16-22; Ps 122:1;
Heb 10:25; Eccl 5:1).

2. Pray to God (1 Thess 5:18; Ps 5:3,
88:13, 42:1-2, 103:1-5; Mk 1:35;
1 Tim 2:8).

3. Read the Bible {2 Tim 3:15-16; Ps
119:105; 1 Pet 2:2; Rom 15:4; Ps 1:2,
119:147-148).

C. SERVE GobD

1. Preach the Gospel (Mk 16:15}).

a. The responsibility and grace of all
believers (1 Pet 2:9; Jn 15:16;
Lk 4:18-19)

b. Preach through our actions, words,
and prayer (Rom 10:14-15;
1 Pet 3:1-2; Lk 1:1-4; Col 4:3-4)

¢. Preach to our family, friends, neigh-
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bors, and all mankind {Gen 7:1,
19:12-15; Mk 5:19, 16:15;
Ezek 3:16-19)

d. Preach in and out of season
{2 Tim 4:1-2).

e. Preach the gospel of salvation; do
not promote false teachings or our-
selves (Gal 1:6-9; Eph 1:13-14;

Act 2:38).

f. To save a soul is more important
than anything else in the world
(Mt:16:26; Lk 15:3-7).

Pastor the sheep (Jn 21:15-17).

a. Those who love God ought to be
involved in pastoring {Jn 21:15-17;
2 Cor 11:28-29).

b. Build up faith, cultivate good char-
acter, and learn to serve God
(Eph 4:21-24; Rom 12:1-8].

c. Teach and edify with love, prayers,
and the words of God (2 Tim 3:15-
17; 1 Sam 12:23; 1 Cor 8:1}.

d. Get to know them through visita-
tions and discussions (Prov 27:23;
Jn 10:14).

e. Help them to become steadfast in
faith; encourage them to attend
services, to pray and read the Bible,
and to serve the Lord (Is 27:6;

Jn 6:66-68; 1 Tim 4:6, 13-16).

f. Do not neglect any one of the
sheep, especially those who have
gone astray (Mt 18:10-14; Jas 5:19-
20).
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IV. CONCLUSION

We ought to remember the grace of Christs salva-
tion and make a determination to live for Him. In
all that we do, whether in school, career, mar-
riage, or service, we should obey Gods com-
mandments and serve Him faithfully. By doing so,
we can accomplish the mission entrusted to us by
the Lord and enjoy the glory of the heavenly
kingdom (2 Cor 5:14-15; 1 Pet 5:1-4; Mt 25:14-
30).

QUESTIONS

Ta. Why must we honor our parents?

1b. Why is it important to school?

Tc. How can we draw near to God?
1d. What are ways we can serve God?
2a Give one biblical example of a filial

son/daughter. Explain how this person
showed filial piety.

2b. Find at least two Biblical characters
whose education helped them to serve
God.

2c. Which Biblical character shined the light
of God among unbelievers? Explain
how this person’s behavior gave glory to
God.

2d. What are some of the things you do
that show your fear of God?
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3a. Give three personal examples of how
you show your filial piety.

3b. Explain how you can use your current
area of study or college major to help in
the work of God.

3c. What do you do to draw near to God?

3d. How have you served God?

GROUP DISCUSSION/ACTIVITY

A CHRISTIAN ACT
Objective: Use short skits to demonstrate how a

true Christian should act.
a) Divide the class into three groups.

b) Assign each group one of the following:
Family life, school life, or spiritual life.

c) Allow fifteen to twenty minutes for each
group to design and practice. The skit
should last about five minutes long.

d) Have each group present their skit. Discuss
how non-Christians may react to the same
situation and the reasons for a Christian to
go through all the trouble.

e) Conclude and pray.

Suggestions for the skits:
Family life

1) Your parents ask you to do something you
don't like to do {and it's something your
brother/sister doesn't have to do).



2)

2)

1)

2)

Some of your non-believing relatives are visit-
ing again. They are bossy, inconsiderate, and
they annoy you all the time.

School life

Some of your schoolmates are chatting
together. They are criticizing and making fun
of their parents, teachers, and some other
students in class.

Your best friend in school wants you to return
a favor you owe him/her. It involves doing
something you know your parents won't
approve of.

Spiritual life

It is Friday night. Some of your friends are
asking you to go out to do something fun.

You have a test and a project due tomorrow
and are not quite prepared for them. You also
have not done your RE assignment which
involves reading three chapters of the Bible
and praying for 15 minutes.
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“You are the light of the world. A city set on the
hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it
under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all
in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven.”

(Mt 5:14-16)

When Jesus was in the world, He “went about all
the cities and villages, teaching in their syna-
gogues and preaching the gospel of the king-
dom, and healing every disease and every infirmi-
ty” (Mt 4:23). During His three and a half year
ministry, He never ceased doing the works of the
Heavenly Father.

Through His preaching, Jesus revealed the
mystery of Gods truth; by performing signs and
miracles, He manifested God’s power; by healing
the diseased, He realized God’s love and His own
compassion. It is because of all these audible and
visible works that He reflects the glory of God
and bears the very stamp of God’s nature.

Thus, the essence of Jesus” ministry does not
consist of a series of theological thoughts, but
rather, of continual actions of doing God’s work
to glorify God and to benefit people.

When Jesus sent forth His disciples, He
expected them to do the same. He instructed
them,

ACT AS A CHRISTIAN TODAY
i mopucton i

“And preach as you go, saying ‘The kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse
lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying,
give without pay.”

(Mt 10:7-8)

Before Jesus” ascension, He once again com-
missioned His disciples,

“...And you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the
earth.”

(Acts 1:8)

The apostles and believers of the early church
indeed worked actively and boldly to fulfill this
commission. It is with good reason, then, that the
historical record of the apostolic church is called
“The Acts of the Apostles” {emphasis added).

Now, it is time for us to review our own acts.
Ask yourself, how much have | done to prove
that | am Jesus’ disciple? Yes, I'm a Christian: |
believe that Jesus is Lord and Savior; | hope for
the heavenly kingdom; and | have received the
commandment of love . . . but do | actualize my
faith, hope, and love in my daily life?



Christian Living

. FAITH WITHOUT DEEDS IS DEAD

“Now, faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen.”

(Heb 11:1)

Faith actualizes the impossible, realizes the hope,
and brings the unseen into present reality.
However, the power of faith can only manifest
through the action of faith. Without action, faith
remains only a word or an abstract and powerless
theological concept.

As Christians, we need to review the content
of our faith. Then we need to activate our faith
into deed in order to bring its power into reality
to glorify God.

A. WE BELIEVE THAT GOD IS THE
CREATOR

1. God is the Creator of the universe. He
rules and controls everything (Gen 1, 2;
Job 38, 39).

a. God separated the Red Sea for the
Israelites (Ex 14:10-31). By stepping
into the overflowing River Jordan,
the Israelites entered the promised
land (Josh 3:1-17).

b. God withheld rain for three years,
then granted it again when the
nation had been restored and
when Elijah prayed for rain (1 Kgs
17, 18).

c. Jesus calmed the storm (Mt 8:23-
27). He walked on the water (Mt
14:22-25]). By his faith in the Lord,
Peter also walked on the water (Mt
14:28-29).
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2. God created man and woman accord-
ing to His own image.

a. God forms and knows every part of
us (Ps 139:13-16}.

b. The woman who suffered from 12
years of hemorrhaging believed
that Jesus could heal her. With
faith, she stretched her hand out to
touch Jesus” garment and was
healed (Mt 9:18-22).

c. Faith is evaluated through deeds.
Jesus healed many of the sick
according to their faith; their faith
was not in concept but in act (Mt
15:21-28, 8:5-13; Lk 18:35-42).

. WE BELIEVE IN THE HEAVENLY KING-

DOM
Paul said,

“If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we
are of all men most to be pitied.”

(1 Cor 15:19)

Because Jesus promised that He is going to
prepare a heavenly place for us (Jn 14:3), we
ought to have a correct attitude toward this
materialistic world and the invisible spiritual
world.

1. The value of the world

a. Our life cannot be compared to the
value of the world (Mt 16:26; Lk
12:16-21).

b. Everything in this world will be dis-
solved by fire when the end time
comes (2 Pet 3:10).

c. We brought nothing into the world
and we cannot take anything out
of the world (1 Tim 6:6}.



2. The substance and assurance of a
Christians hope:

a. Christians desire a better country,
the eternal heavenly home
(Heb 11:16; Jn 14:1-5).

b. This heavenly hope will not disap-
point us because of the assurance
from the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:5;

Jn 14:16-20; 2 Cor 5:1-5}).

¢. The Holy Spirit will give life to mor-
tal bodies to inherit the immortal
kingdom of God (1 Cor 15:50-54;
Rom 8:11).

3. Hope with guarantee compelled the
saints to work actively for God and to
strive for salvation (2 Cor 5:6-10}. To
live in this world is to labor for the ful-
fillment of this hope. Examples:

a. Paul (Phil 2:20-25, 3:7-14)
b. Moses (Heb 11:24-28)
¢c. Abraham (Heb 11:8-12, 17-19)

LET US NOT LOVE IN WORD OR

SPEECH BUT IN DEED AND IN
TRUTH

A. LOVE IS THE ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY

1. God so loved the world that He gave
His only Son to die for sinners (Jn 3:16;
Rom 5:6-8).

2. Jesus had compassion for the sick and
the weak (Mt 9:35-38).

3. Jesus gives us a new commandment:
To love one another (Jn 13:34, 35).
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. SELFISHNESS IS THE OBSTACLE TO

PRACTICING LOVE

1. Because of selfishness, the rich young
ruler was not willing to give to the
poor (Lk 18:18-23).

2. Before one can love others, one must
deny himself. Examples: Abraham and
Lot {Gen 13:8-13); David and Jonathan
{1 Sam 18:1-5, 20:1-42).

. LovE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL

YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR
SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.

1. To love God, one must first seek and
obey His commandments (Jn 14:21}.

2. loving God cannot merely be an idea.

. TO LOVE OTHERS IN DEED

1. Forgive and forget (Mt 18:21-35;
Col 3:12-13; 1 Cor 13:5).

2. Practice hospitality {1 Pet 4:8, 9; Jas
2:15, 16; 1 Jn 3:17, 18; Rom 12:13)

3. “Love your neighbor as yourself” means
to willingly and actively love others,
including strangers. By extending one’s
love first, one makes oneself the others’
neighbor (Lk 10:29-37).



Christian Living

QUESTIONS

la.

Ic.

2a.

3a.

3b.

3c.

What did Jesus do as an example for us
to be true Christians?

What is the basis of our faith?
Why must faith be accompanied by

deeds?

For each statement below, give an
example of how you may demonstrate
your faith in God.

God is the creator of the universe.

God is able to provide for all our
needs.

God knows our hearts.
God watches over us at all times.

Jesus loves me dearly and gave His
life for me.

Jesus wants to give me His Spirit.

Jesus wants me to be filled by the
Holy Spirit.

Heaven and hell exist.

What is the ultimate goal of your life?

How strongly do you strive for its fulfill-
ment?

What would you do now to fulfill this
hope?
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GROUP DISCUSSION/ACTIVITY

CHRISTIAN By NAME?
Objective: To self-evaluate the compatibility of our

faith and our deeds.

a) Use the blank space in your booklet or draw
two vertical lines on a blank sheet of paper
to make three columns like the pages in this
booklet.

b} Label the first column: "What | believe.”
Label the second column: "What | do.” And
label the third column: "What I should do as
a Christian.”

¢} In the first column, list as many things as you
can about what you believe. Number each
item you write down.

d} In the second column, write down the things
you do that show what you believe in the
first column. Be sure to correspond each
item with the same number as in the first
column. Write "nothing” if you have not done
anything that demonstrates what you believe.

e) Evaluate what you have written in the sec-
ond column. Can others tell that you are a
true Christian by these actions?

f)  Circle the numbers for which you wrote
“nothing” or which do not reflect your
beliefs.

g) In the third column, write what you think
should be your action to demonstrate your
faith.

h) Volunteers may share their evaluations.

i} Conclude and pray.
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~ " STANDING STRONG I~ THE TIDE

Do not imitate the world but be determined to B. THE TEMPTATIONS OF THE WORLD
imitate Christ (Rom 12:2; 1 Pet 1:14). The world is AND ITs TiDE [Rom 1:26-32; GAL
the dwelling place of the devil [Rev 18:1-8), the _ o - o 5:19-21; EPH 2:1-4; 2 Tim 3:1-7)
factory of Satan (Rev 12:12), ahd all things within 1. Ungodly apparel

it are under his control (1 Jn 5:19).

e 2. Excessive adornment
The Christians of the end time are Satan’s

targets (Lk 22:31, 32; Rev 12:17). Sin, wealth, o L 3. Popular music
enjoyment of flesh, luxury of life aré his weapons
(Mt 4:1-11; Lk 21:34-36; 1 Jn 2:15-17). . S - 4. Wild parties

5. Drug abuse

I. HOW TO STAND STRONG IN THE
TIDE A » - 6. Smoking and drunkeness

A. THE STORMS OF THE WORLD 7. Lustful reading materials"and movies

{JN 16:33)
8. Adultery and fornication

1. The wind of heresies and false christs

(Eph 4:14) - o . 9. Greed of money
2.+ The elementary teachings of the world - - R p— . 10. Luxuries of life
such as evolutionism and atheism (Col
2:8) o R ‘ _ 11. Pride and arrogance
3. Tribulation and adversity (Job 14:1; Ps : s S 12. Rebellion against parents, elders
46:1)

13. Individualism
4. Sicknesses (Job 2:4-8)
14. Freedom of flesh
5. Persecution and death (Mt 10:21-23,

28) 15. Violence
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C. STEADFASTNESS OF FAITH

1

Be rooted (Isa 27:6, 37:31; Col 2:6, 7).

a. Know the true God (Prov 9;10; Hos
6:3).

b. Understand and believe the Bible
(2 Tim 3:14-17; Heb 4:2).

¢. Know the Lord Jesus (Eph 1:17-19;
2 Tim 1:12).

d. Know the True Church (Eph 2:19; 1
Tim 3:15).

e. Live according to the words of the
Lord (Mt 7:24-27; Jas 1:22-25,
2:14-26).

Immovability (Col 1:23]

a. Joseph was not affected by the evil-
doings of his brothers (Gen 37:2).
He was not influenced by the lust-
ful and luxurious life in the palace
of Egypt (Gen 39:7-12).

b. Job remained unchanged in ail cir-
cumstances: wealth or poverty,
prosperity or adversity, health or ill-
ness. His faith and loyalty to God
never changed (Job 1:1-2:10j.

Trustworthy examples who were firm,
stable, and faithful (Lk 16:10, 11; 1 Cor
4:1, 2)

a. David (1 Sam 16:11, 17:34-37]
b. Samuel (1 Sam 12:1-5, 16:11)

Moses (Num 12:7, 8; Heb 3:5)
d. Paul {1 Tim 1:12; 2 Tim 2:2)
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2.

1.

2.

1.

4. Spiritual maturity (Lk 8:14; Heb 5:12-

6:1)
a. Attain the perfect measurement of
the fullness of Christ {Eph 4:13).

b. Have the spiritual understanding
and wisdom to discern between
good and evil (Phil 1:9-11).

c. Fully understand Godss will [Col
1:9, 10).

D. THE CONSISTENT FAITH

Unchangeable faith (Heb 4:14)

Unchangeable love (Rom 8:35-39; Rev
2:4)

Unchangeable zeal (Rom 11:11; Heb
10:25; Rev 3:14-16)

Faithful to the point of death {Rev 2:10,
11)

-4
-

A lifetime (Ps 27:4; Isa 38:20)

SPIRITUAL CHARACTER

| REQUIRED

Set an example for the believers in speech, in life,
in love, in faith and in purity (1 Tim 4:12).

A. HoLiness (1 Cor 6:9, 10, 18-20,
7:1; 2 Cor 7:1; 1 THESs 4:3-8)

In thoughts (Prov 4:23; Jer 4:4, 14; Mt
5:27-29)

Of eyes {Job 31:1, 4; Prov 4:25)



3.

4.

In speech (Eph 4:29, 5:4-5)

Of deeds (1 Pet 1:13-16}

B. HumiLity (M1 5:3, 11:29)

1.

10.

Recognize our own sins (Ps 51:3;
Isa 59:12).

Repent earnestly (Ps 51:17).

Have a sense of insufficiency
(Phil 3:12).

Be willing to be taught and accept
advices (1 Thess 5:20; 1 Tim 3:2).

Consider others better than ourselves;
don't be jealous (Phil 2:3).

Respect others (Ps 15:4; 1 Thess 5:12,
13).

Do not boast or give credit to ourselves
(1 Cor 3:6, 7, 4:7).

Give glory to God and never seek glory
or praise from men (Jn 8:50).

Obey the words of God and His wiill
{Ps 40:8; Jn 6:38].

Submit ourselves to the guidance and
movement of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:16-
23; Eph 4:30; 1 Thess 5:19).

. Be obedient to our parents (Prov 23:22;

Eph 6:1-3).

. Submit ourselves to the leaders of our

faith (1 Thess 5:12, 13; 1 Tim 5:7}.
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C. Love {1 Cor 13:4-8)

1.

Have mercy and compassion
Lk 10:33-37].

Forgive others (Lk 23:33, 34).

Have forebearance and long suffering
(Eph 4:1-3).

Have concern for others (1 Cor 10:33].
Seek the benefit of others (Phil 2:4).

Be willing to sacrifice and lay down
ones life for others (1 Jn 3:16).

Preach the Gospel and save souls
(1 Cor 9:22, 23).

D. SELF-CONTROL {GAL 5:22, 23]

1.

2.

Control our minds (1 Pet/_]:l3).
Control our eyes (Mt 6:22).
Control our ears (Isa 23:16).
Control our tongues {Jas 3:1-11).

Abstain from fieshly lusts {1 Pet 2:11,
12).

Do not foilow our fleshly desires
{(Rom 7:5-8; 13:14}.

Overcome our own weaknesses
(1 Cor 9:27).
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. SPIRITUAL LIVING }

Faith without spiritual living is dead (Mt 23:1-4,
27; Jas 2:26). Those who are born again in Christ
should live a truly born-again life (Tit 2:11-13; Eph
2:1-6), having a total transformation of one’s ‘
heart, mind, appearance, attitude, speech, habits,
personality and character (Eph 4:22-24; Col 3:5- ‘
10]). We must let Christ be formed in our hearts
{Gal 4:19), and have the same mind as Christ
(1 Cor 2:16; Phil 2:5) so that we may magnify
Him in our daily lives (Phil 1:20, 21).

A. A BiBLE READING LIFE (2 Tim 4:13)

1. Read every morning and evening (Ps
119:147, 148).

2. Read at all times (Acts 8:27, 28).

3. Determine to study and search (Ezra
7:10).

B. A PRrRAYING LIFE (Lk 11:1)

1. Lord Jesus {(Mk 1:35; Lk 5:16, 6:12, 13,
9:28-36; Mt 14:22-24)

2. Daniel {Dan 2:17, 18, 9:14, 20, 21,
6:10, 11)

3. Anna (Lk 2:36, 37)
4. Peter (Acts 3:1, 10:9)
5. Paul (Acts 9:11, 16:25, 22:17)
C. A Lire oF KEEPING GOD’s WORD

{(DEuT 10:12, 13; Ps 119:37; JERr
7:23)

1. Delight in doing GodSs will (Ps 40:8).

E.

Obey God’s will in all circumstances
(Phil 2:6-8).

Do exactly according to Gods com-
mand (Gen 6:22, 7:16).

D. A LIFE oF LOVING THE LORD

(JN 21:15-17; 2 Cor 5:14, 15)

1.

Love the house of God (Ps 84:1-4, 10,
122:1-9; Lk 2:36, 37).

Attend services often and draw near to
God (Acts 2:46, 47; Heb 10:25;
Jas 4:8).

Serve the Lord all the days of our lives
{Josh 24:15; Rev 7:13-17}.

Surrender all to the Lord: Time, money,
gifts, and ouir life ({1 Chron 29:14-17;
Acts 4:36, 37; Rom 12:1).

A LIFE OF PREACHING THE GOSPEL

{2 Tim 4:2) e
ke

2.

-

Preach everyday (Ps 96:2).

Preach in the morning and evening
{Eccl 11:2).

Preach everywhere (Acts 8:4, 5, 11:19-
21).

Preach with sweat and tears (Ps 126:5,
6).



QUESTIONS

1a.

1b.

le.

2a.

2Db.

2c.

3a.
3b.

3c.

How can we tell that this world belongs
to Satan?

Explain how Joseph and Daniel stood
firm in their faith.

Explain why Samson and David failed.

Why is it important that we pay atten-
tion to our spiritual life?

List five temptations of the world you
face everyday.

To stand firm in the tide, why is it
important to have a strong spiritual life?

Compare the things worldly people pur-
sue after with those things that God's
people pursue after. What is the main
difference?

Why can freedom become a temptation
to us?

What kinds of spiritual characteristics did
Abraham have? Please give examples.

Give three personal examples of how
you can avoid or fight the temptations
of the world.

Give three examples each of how we
can keep ourselves holy in deed, in
thought, in speech, and in sight?

Think of one of a church worker (it is
not necessary to identify by name) who
is standing firm in his/her faith. Give
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examples that demonstrate this worker's
spiritual character.

GROUP DISCUSSION/ACTIVITY

No MoRE RoLLER COASTER RIDES
Objective: Make a commitment to achieve a faith

that is steadfast through self-evaluation and
group discussion.

a) Divide the class into groups of four
members.
b} Assign members in the group to be the

leader, the recorder, the reporter, and
the time-keeper.

c) Each group is to discuss the following
topics for twenty minutes or a duration
which the instructor assigns:

1. Why do most of us feel a "spiritual
high" during or immediately follow-
ing a Spiritual Convocation?

2. Why is it hard to maintain our spiri-
tuality after the Convocation?

3. What happens when we feel a "spir-
jtual depression”?

4. Why do you think we go though
these "spiritual roller coaster rides™?

5. What is wrong with these “spiritual
roller coaster rides™?

6. What can we do to minimize the
“spiritual roller coaster rides” in our
life?

d) After each group is finished with their
discussion, ask the reporters to share
their findings with the rest of the class.

e) Conclude and pray.



