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S
aul and David both had humble beginnings. Saul came from the

smallest tribe of Israel (1 Sam 9:21); David was the youngest son in

his family (1 Sam 16:11). By God’s grace, both Saul and David were cho-

sen from the bottom rung of the social ladder and exalted to kingship.

At God’s command, Samuel anointed them with oil in their respective

times, during which the power of God descended upon them (1 Sam

10:1, 9-10 and 16:13).
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A
nd lest I should be

exalted above

measure by the

abundance of the revela-

tions, a thorn in the flesh

was given to me, a messen-

ger of Satan to buffet me,

lest I be exalted above

measure. Concerning this

thing I pleaded with the

Lord three times that it

might depart from me. And

He said to me, “My grace is

sufficient for you, for My

strength is made perfect in

weakness.” Therefore most

gladly I will rather boast in

my infirmities, that the

power of Christ may rest

upon me. Therefore I take

pleasure in infirmities, in

reproaches, in needs, in

persecutions, in distresses,

for Christ’s sake. For when

I am weak, then I am strong.

(2 Cor 12:7-10)

Patrick Wong—Sydney, AUSTRALIA
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+;-$&(%64*0"0*0#&(%5#867'7;(%6$8%*+#%H!
A#64+#/>&%Y6$2619

A+#% */60$0$7% &#-0$6/% .6&% +#18% 6*
*+#% R$806% A+#'1'70461% A/60$0$7% Q#$*/#
1'46*#8% 0$% F-)6**2% J6% &-611% *'.$% 0$
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*+#% -'&*% 4'-5/#+#$&0"#% H!% &;&*#-(
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',% *+#% 4+018/#$% 6/#% )65*0e#8%-#-)#/&
',% '2/% 4+2/4+(% 6$8% *+#% /#&*% 6/#% $'$3
-#-)#/&(% -'&*1;% /#16*0"#&% ',% 4+2/4+
-#-)#/&9% A+#;% #$G';% 10&*#$0$7% *'% *+#

:0)1#% &*'/0#&% 6$8% &0$70$7% +;-$&9% A+#
/#&*% ',% *+#% 4+2/4+#&% 8'% $'*% +6"#% H!
416&&#&(%)2*%&'-#*0-#&%*+#/#%0&%&'-#'$#
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A+0&%*/05%611%)#76$%.0*+%6$%#3-601M%PQ6$
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*'%='8% ,'/% 70"0$7%-#% *+0&%'55'/*2$0*;9
h#*(%*+#/#%.6&%6%&#$&#%',%,#6/f,'/%'$#
*+0$7(%*+0&%.'218%)#%-;%,0/&*%*0-#%1#4*2/3
0$7% H!% *#64+#/&9% F11% 61'$7% R% +68% '$1;
)##$%*#64+0$7%H!%&*28#$*&l%k'/%6$'*+#/(
R%.6&%6,/608%*+6*%R%.'218%$'*%)#%6)1#%*'
6865*%*'%10"0$7%4'$80*0'$&%0$%R$8069

B'.#"#/(% 6)'"#%611(% *+#%-'&*% 4/23

4061%5'0$*%,'/%-#%.6&%')*60$0$7%5#/-0&3
&0'$% ,/'-% -;% 56/#$*&% ,'/% *+#% */059
F1*+'27+% -;% 56/#$*&% 6/#% )#10#"#/&% 0$
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*+#-9% ?'% R% E$#.% *+6*% '$1;% ='8% 4'218
-'"#%*+#-%*'%611'.%-#%*'%7'(%*+6*%'$1;
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*0-'$0#&% ',% &0&*#/&% .+'% +68% )##$% *'
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*+0&%.0*+%-#(%&6;0$7(%P='8%1''E&%6*%'2/
+#6/*&9%j+#$%B#%&##&%*+6*%;'2%&0$4#/#1;
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j+#$%.'218%;'2%)#%7'0$7@S%A+6*%.6&%0*l
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16$8%,1'.0$7%.0*+%-01E%6$8%+'$#;(%*+#
R&/6#10*#&% $##8#8% *'% 4/'&&% *+#% /0"#/% ',
U'/86$9%F44'/80$7%*'%+2-6$%1'704(%'$#
&+'218% 4/'&&% *+#% /0"#/% '$1;% .+#$% *+#
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LITTLE GRACE +
BLESSINGS = A GREAT
MIRACLE
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IN JESUS CHRIST WE ARE
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THEME SECTION

J
ust as communication is vital to any relationship, so prayer is essential to our rela-

tionship with God. Prayer can be simple; it can also be a deep and complex

process.

The following theme articles encourage us to emulate our Lord Jesus Christ, who set

the perfect example of a prayerful life. These articles also identify certain obstacles

that make prayers less effective, and they correct commonly held misconceptions

about prayer.

Finally, these articles help us understand that prayer is not an action that occurs only

when we’re down on our knees or speaking with the Lord. Every thought, every

action as we go about our daily lives is a prayer to the Lord, a communication that

says more than any prayer we could ever make.
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Percy Tsai—Pacifica, California, USA

Now it came to pass, as [Jesus] was praying in a certain place,

when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord,

teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” (Lk 11:1)
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Jesus prayed for preparation
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R*%0&%#I2611;%0-5'/*6$*%$'*%'$1;%*'%4'-3
-2$046*#%.0*+%='8(%)2*%61&'%*'%#\6-0$#
*+#%4'$*#$*%',%'2/%5/6;#/9%F%5/'1'$7#8
6)&#$4#% ',% "0$8046*0'$% ,/'-% ='8(% ,'/
#\6-51#(%,/2&*/6*#&%2&%.+'%5/6;%#67#/1;
,'/%6$%0--#806*#%6$&.#/%J4,9%XE%KbMK3bO9
A.'% ,64*'/&% 4'$*/0)2*#% *'% &24+% ,/2&*/63
*0'$M% 164E% ',% 0-5'/*2$0*;% 6$8% 164E% ',
*+6$E&70"0$79%A+#;%1#68%*'%*.'%5'&&0)1#

/#&5'$&#&M% .#% -6;% &*'5% 5/6;0$7% 4'-3
51#*#1;(%'/%5/6;%.0*+%6%$#76*0"#%6**0*28#9
j+#$% *+#% .6;% 6+#68% ',% *+#-% .6&
&-''*+(% *+#% R&/6#10*#&% 76"#% *+6$E&% *'
='89%A+#0/%*+6$E&70"0$7%4'218%0$&*6$*1;
*2/$% *'% -2/-2/0$7% .+#$% *+#;% ,64#8
68"#/&0*;%J!\%ZMTKW%KNMK^3KKO9%

_'$#*+#1#&&(%*+#%.011%',%='8%0&%*+6*
.#% �8'% #"#/;*+0$7% .0*+% *+6$E&70"0$7�
JQ'1%LMK[O(%)#%0*%6-08%4'$*0$261%6,,104*0'$
'/% 16&*0$7%5/'&5#/0*;%JQ'1%NMTW%g+01%NM[O9
A+0&%0&%'$#%6&5#4*%.#%+6"#%*'%1#6/$(%&'
*+6*%'2/%5/6;#/&%46$%61.6;&%)#%',%)#$#3
,0*% *'%'2/&#1"#&%6$8%.#%8'%$'*%)#4'-#
80&+#6/*#$#89%F$%#\6-51#%0$%*+#%:0)1#%0&
g&61-%[[M

R$% *+#% 86;% ',%-;% */'2)1#% R% &'27+*% *+#
X'/8W%-;%+6$8%.6&%&*/#*4+#8%'2*%0$%*+#
$07+*%.0*+'2*% 4#6&0$7W%-;%&'21% /#,2&#8
*'% )#% 4'-,'/*#89% R% /#-#-)#/#8% ='8
6$8%.6&%*/'2)1#8W%R%4'-5160$#8%6$8%-;
&50/0*%.6&%'"#/.+#1-#89%J""9%T3LO

R$% +0&% -'-#$*% ',% 67'$;(% *+#% 5&61-0&*
,#1*% 2**#/1;%8#"'08%',% *+#%5/#&#$4#% 6$8
6&&0&*6$4#% ',% *+#% X'/89% B0&% 2$)#10#,
8/'"#%+0-%#"#$% *'%I2#&*0'$%B0&%-#/4;
6$8%5/'-0&#9%A+0&%.6&%8#"6&*6*0$7%*'%+0&
,60*+(% )2*% +#% /#4*0,0#8% *+#% &0*26*0'$% );
5'$8#/0$7%'"#/%.+6*%='8%+68%8'$#%,'/
+0-%J"9%K^O9%B#%7/#.%0$%+0&%5/6;#/9%B0&
,'42&% .6&% '$% ='8% J""9% KK3KLO(% .+'
7/682611;%)#46-#%*+#%Y6&*#/%',%+0&% 10,#
J"9% KNO9% A+'27+%+#%.6&% "#/;%2$4#/*60$
',% *+#%.6;&%6+#68(%+#%E$#.%&'-#+'.
*+#% X'/8% .6&% 6$8% .'218% )#% *+#/#% *'
7208#%+0-%J""9%KV3T^O9

Why are prayers 
unanswered?
A+#%,0$61%I2#&*0'$%0&%*+#%-'&*%4'--'$(
'/%5#/+65&%*+#%*/04E0#&*%'$#9%j+;%8'#&
='8%6*%*0-#&%/#,2&#%*'%6$&.#/%6%5/6;#/@

Being insistent on human will
A+#%,0/&*%5'&&0)1#%/#6&'$%0&%*+6*%.#%0$&0&*
'$% '2/% .0119% j#%-2&*% $'*% 0-5'&#% '2/
.011%25'$% *+#%.011%',%='89%A+#%:0)1#�&
*#64+0$7% *+6*% .#% �1#*% '2/% /#I2#&*&% )#
-68#% E$'.$% *'% ='8�% Jg+01% NMiO% 0$803

THEME SECTION

F.F. Chong—London, UK

MANNA 19



46*#&%='8�&%80"0$#%62*+'/0*;%'"#/%+2-6$
/#I2#&*&9%B#% */#6*&%'2/% /#I2#&*&%);%B0&
80"0$#% .011(% $'*% );% 7/6$*0$7% 6% 8#,0$0*#
/#610e6*0'$(%,'/%='8%E$'.&%.+6*%0&%)#&*
,'/%2&9

k'/% #\6-51#(% 5/6;0$7% ,'/% 80"0$#
6&&0&*6$4#%6$8%72086$4#%0$%6551;0$7%,'/
6%G')%0&%)0)104619%:2*%*'%8#-6$8%*+6*%='8
7/6$*%2&%*+#%5'&0*0'$%0&%*'%&25#/0-5'&#
'2/%.011%25'$%*+#%80"0$#%'$#9%H#G#4*0'$
6$8% 644#5*6$4#% 6/#% *.'% 5'&&0)1#% '2*3
4'-#&%0$%*+0&%46&#9%F%"0*61%&*#5%*'%*/2&*3
0$7%0$%='8%0&%/#I2#&*0$7%,'/%&*/#$7*+%6$8
*+#%4'2/67#%*'%,64#%/#G#4*0'$9%A+#%B'1;
?50/0*% '$1;% 0$*#/4#8#&% 6$8%7208#&% 0,%.#
',,#/% 6%5/6;#/% 644'/80$7% *'%='8�&%.011(
.0*+% *+#% .0110$7$#&&% *'% &2)-0*% *'% B0&
&'"#/#07$%8#40&0'$%JH'-%bMTi3T[O9

R,%;'2%6)08#%0$%Y#(%6$8%Y;%.'/8&%6)08#
0$% ;'2(% 6&E% .+6*#"#/% ;'2% .011(% 6$8% 0*
&+611%)#%8'$#%,'/%;'29%JU$%KZM[O

R,%.#%6&E%6$;*+0$7%644'/80$7%*'%B0&%.011
B#%+#6/&%2&9%JK%U$%ZMKNW%K%U$%LMTTO

B2-6$% 0$&0&*#$4#%+6&%$'%56/*% 0$% *+#&#
40/42-&*6$4#&9%A+#/#%6/#%*0-#&(%+'.#"#/(
.+#$% 5#/&0&*#$4#% 46$% 4'-#% 0$*'% 516;
6$8%0&%$#4#&&6/;9%A+#%56/6)1#%',%6&E0$7
,'/%)/#68%&+'.&%*+6*%*+#%5#/&0&*#$4#%',
*+#%)'//'.#/%0&%4'--#$86)1#%JXE%KKMbO9
R*%#$8&%.0*+%*+#%$##8%*'%6&E%,'/%*+#%B'1;
?50/0*%,/'-%*+#%k6*+#/M

R,% ;'2% *+#$% )#0$7% #"01(% E$'.% +'.% *'
70"#% 7''8% 70,*&% *'% ;'2/% 4+018/#$(% +'.
-24+% -'/#% .011% ;'2/% +#6"#$1;% k6*+#/
70"#% *+#% B'1;% ?50/0*% *'% *+'&#% .+'% 6&E
B0-l%JXE%KKMKLO

A+#% B'1;% ?50/0*% 0&% 6% 5/'-0&#8% 70,*% ,'/
.+04+%.#%46$%5#/&0&*#$*1;%5/6;9

A+#% -'&*% 80,,0421*% 6&5#4*% ',% *+0&
I2#&*0'$%4'$4#/$&%5/6;0$7% ,'/% *+#%&04E9
F&E0$7%,'/%+#610$7%0&%$'*%6$%0-5'&0*0'$
',%+2-6$%.011%'$%='8M

A+#% 5/6;#/% ',% ,60*+% .011% &6"#% *+#% &04E
-6$(%6$8%*+#%X'/8%.011%/60&#%+0-%259%JU6&
ZMKZO%

k60*+%0&%*+#%E#;%*'%/#4'"#/;9%R*%$'*%'$1;
1#68&%*'%*+#%2$8#/&*6$80$7%*+6*%='8%46$
+#61(%)2*%61&'%5/'824#&%*+#%/#106$4#%*+6*
B0&%&'"#/#07$%8#40&0'$%0&%*+#%)#&*9

g621(%6%-6$%',%='8(%808%$'*%/#4#0"#
5+;&0461% +#610$7% 6,*#/% *+/##% &#56/6*#
/#I2#&*&% JT% Q'/% KTMb3VO9% B#% 6&E#8% ,'/
+#610$7% *+#% *+0/8% *0-#(%#"#$% *+'27+%+#
E$#.% ,/'-% *+#% ,0/&*% *.'%'446&0'$&% *+6*
='8%/#,2&#8%*'%+#61%+0-9%R*%0&%$#4#&&6/;
*'%5/6;%2$*01%.#%6/#%6)1#% *'%E$'.%*+6*
='8%+6&%/#,2&#8%*'%+#61(%'/%*'%644#5*%*+#
5+;&0461%6,,104*0'$%.0*+%6%5#64#,21%-0$89
R*% 0&%#$*0/#1;%25% *'%='8% 0,%B#%.6$*&% *'
+#61%JB#)%TMNO9%h#*(%.#%46$%E$'.%*+6*%0*
0&%B0&%.011%*'%/#,0$#%2&%*+/'27+%&04E$#&&
6$8%#$&2/#%*+6*%.#%/#-60$%0$%B0-%5#/3
5#*2611;9

Having an Incorrect Motive
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0*%0&%'$#%',%*+#%-'&*%80,,0421*%6&5#4*&%',%'2/%&50/0*261%10,#9

The flawed sacrifice God loathes
Q60$�&%.'/E&%.#/#%#"01%JK%U$%LMKTO(%;#*%+#%',,#/#8%6%&64/0,04#
*'%='89%_686)%6$8%F)0+2(%*+#%&'$&%',%F6/'$(%',,#/#8%5/'3
,6$#%,0/#%*'%='89%A+#%R&/6#10*#&%0$%*+#%.018#/$#&&%4/0#8%'2*
*'%*+#%X'/8%,'/%-#6*W%16*#/(%0$%?6-2#1�&%*0-#(%*+#;%8#-6$83
#8%6%E0$79%A+6*%E0$7(% ?621(% '"#/&*#55#8%+0&% 62*+'/0*;% 6$8
',,#/#8%6%&64/0,04#%'$1;%*+#%5/0#&*+''8%4'218%5#/,'/-9

R*% .6&% $'*% ,'/% 164E% ',% &0$4#/0*;% *+6*% *+#&#% 5#'51#
0$42//#8%='8�&%./6*+9%C$% *+#% 4'$*/6/;(% *+#;%',,#/#8% *+#0/
5/6;#/&%6$8%&64/0,04#&%.0*+%&24+%#6/$#&*$#&&%6$8%0-5'/*2$03
*;%*+6*%='8%7/6$*#8%*+#-%*+#0/%.0&+#&%0$%B0&%6$7#/%J4,9%B'&
KLMKKO9%R*%0&%6%50*;%*+6*%*+#%,''1%.+'%,'11'.&%+0&%'.$%#-'3
*0'$&%/6*+#/%*+6$%*+#%*#64+0$7&%',%='8%$#"#/%/#610e#&%*+6*%+0&
5/6;#/&% 6$8% &64/0,04#&% 6/#% #"01% 0$% ='8�&% &07+*% J!44% ZMKO9
_686)%6$8%F)0+2(%*+'27+%e#61'2&(%.#/#%0--#806*#1;%4'$3
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Prayers do not need to be long
j+01#%0*%0&%4'--#$86)1#%*+6*%.#%#$4'2/67#%#64+%'*+#/%*'
5/6;% 1'$7#/(% 0*% 0&% 5'&&0)1#% *+6*% '"#/% *0-#(% .#% 5/6;% .0*+
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4'$80*0'$&(%='8%7/6$*#8%+0-%+0&%.0&+%J=#$%KbMTT3LLO9%C*+#/
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Prayer depends on the truth and
everyday living
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The absurdity of deducing the
reason from the outcome
j#% ',*#$% 8#*#/-0$#% .+#*+#/% '/% $'*% '2/% 5/6;#/&% .#/#
�644'/80$7%*'%='8�&%.011�%'$%*+#%)6&0&%',%*+#%'2*4'-#9%j#
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Afew years ago, I was engaged in a project at work

where every team member was under a lot of pres-

sure. As everyone worked hard to finish their work, peo-

ple became impatient with each other and started to

make rude comments to each other. The entire work

atmosphere became very unpleasant. This situation
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2&%6$8%.011%.#14'-#%2&%)64E%*'%='8�&
,'189

God’s Knocking
='8%.6$*&% *'% 10"#% 0$%'2/%+#6/*% 6$8%)#
*+#%E0$7%',%'2/%10"#&9%:2*%0$&*#68%',%,'/43
0$7%B0&%.6;%0$*'%'2/%10,#(%B#%.011%&*6$8
6*%*+#%8''/%',%'2/%+#6/*%6$8%E$'4E%2$*01
.#% '5#$% 0*9% H#"#16*0'$% LMT^% &6;&(
�:#+'18(%R%&*6$8%6*%*+#%8''/%6$8%E$'4E9
R,%6$;'$#%+#6/&%Y;%"'04#%6$8%'5#$&%*+#
8''/(% R% .011% 4'-#% 0$% *'% +0-% 6$8% 80$#
.0*+%+0-(%6$8%+#%.0*+%-#9�

B'.%8'#&%='8%E$'4E%'$%'2/%8''/@
A+#%B'1;%?50/0*%E$'4E&%'$% *+#%8''/%',
'2/%+#6/*W%6$8%0,%.#%'5#$%0*(%='8�&%?50/0*
.011%4'-#%0$%6$8%10"#%0$%'2/%+#6/*9%A+#
B'1;% ?50/0*% .011% 70"#% 2&% 80/#4*0'$% 6$8

&*/#$7*+%*'%4'-51#*#%*+#%G'2/$#;%',%&613
"6*0'$9% R*%.011% 61&'% /#-0$8%2&%',%='8�&
7/#6*%1'"#%6$8%E0$81#%*+#%,0/#%.0*+0$%2&
*'%&#/"#%B0-9

:2*% )#,'/#% *+#% B'1;% ?50/0*% 4'-#&
0$*'%'2/%+#6/*(%.#%-2&*%,0/&*%41#6$%0*%259
_'%'$#%10E#&%*'%&*6;%6*%6%,01*+;(%80/*;(%6$8
&-#11;% +'2&#9% ?0-016/1;(% ='8�&% B'1;
?50/0*%.011%'$1;%4'-#% 0$%6$8%&*6;% 0,%.#
,0/&*%41#6$%25%'2/%+#6/*9

SATAN’S COMMUNICA-
TION WITH US
Satan’s Asking
_'% '$#% 10E#&% *'% )#% ,'/4#8% 0$*'% 8'0$7
6$;*+0$7W%.#%611%.6$*%*'%)#%6&E#8%$04#3
1;9%j#%.6$*%*'%,##1%10E#%.#%6/#%-6E0$7
8#40&0'$&%,'/%'2/&#1"#&9%?6*6$%0&%$'*%&*23
508W% +#% 0&% 64*2611;% "#/;% 4/6,*;9% B#%.011
&2)*1;%8/6.%2&%6.6;%,/'-%='8%);%6&E3
0$7%2&%$04#1;9%B#%�6&E&�%*+/'27+%*+#%"6/3
0'2&%*#-5*6*0'$&%6/'2$8%2&9

?6*6$%808%$'*%&6;%*'%!"#(%�!6*%*+6*
,/20*%'/%R�11%E011%;'29�%B68%+#%*+/#6*#$#8
!"#%*+0&%.6;(%&+#%5/')6)1;%.'218%+6"#
/2$%*+#%'*+#/%.6;9%R$&*#68%+#%6&E#8%+#/
$04#1;(% *#110$7% +#/% +'.% )#$#,04061% 0*
.'218%)#%*'%)/#6E%='8�&%/21#&9%B#%-68#
+#/%*+0$E%0*%.6&%+#/%'.$%8#40&0'$(%)2*%0*
.6&%/#611;%56/*%',%+0&%516$9

?6*6$%.011%�6&E�%2&%0$%*+#%&6-#%$04#
6$8% &2)*1#% .6;9% B#% .011% 2&#% 80,,#/#$*
*#-5*6*0'$&% *'%-6E#%2&% *+0$E% 0*%.'218
)#% 'E6;% *'% )/#6E%='8�&% /21#&9%B#%.011
-6E#% 2&% *+0$E%.#�/#%-6E0$7% '2/% '.$
8#40&0'$&(%)2*%0*�&%611%/#611;%6%56/*%',%+0&
516$9

A+#%8#"01%516$*&%-6$;% *#-5*6*0'$&
0$%'2/%.'/18M%*#1#"0&0'$(%-'"0#&(%-2&04(
10*#/6*2/#(%6$8%*+#%R$*#/$#*9%?6*6$%*#-5*&
2&%0$%6$;%.6;%+#%46$%)#462&#%+#%.6$*&
2&%*'%8#56/*%,/'-%='8(%*'%1'&#%'2/%#*#/3
$61% 71'/;(% 6$8% *'% &2,,#/% #*#/$611;% .0*+
+0-9%`$'.0$7%+0&%516$(%.#%'27+*%*'%)#
-'/#%.6*4+,21%6$8%6&E%,'/%='8�&%+#15%*'
&*6$8%&*/'$7%0$%B0&%.'/89

Satan’s Seeking
F&%Q+/0&*06$&(%.#%-6;%)#%6)1#% *'%/#&0&*
*+#% *#-5*6*0'$&% ',% *+0&%.'/18% 6$8% &*6;
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'2*%',%?6*6$�&% */659%:2*%?6*6$%8'#&%$'*
70"#%25% *+#/#W% +#%',*#$% 4'-#&% &##E0$7
2&9% ?6*6$% #&5#40611;% 1''E&% ,'/% 2&%.+#$
.#% 6/#% -'&*% "21$#/6)1#9% A+0&% -6;% )#
16*#%6*%$07+*%.+#$%.#%6/#%61'$#(%.+#$
.#% 6/#% 1''E0$7% ,'/% &'-#*+0$7% $#.% *'
#$G';(% '/%.+#$%.#% 6/#% 1'$#1;9% K% g#*#/
ZMb% *#11&% 2&(% �:#% &')#/(% )#% "07016$*W
)#462&#%;'2/%68"#/&6/;%*+#%8#"01%.61E&
6)'2*%10E#%6%/'6/0$7%10'$(%&##E0$7%.+'-
+#%-6;%8#"'2/9�

?0$4#% ='8% 6$8% ?6*6$% 6/#% *.'
'55'&0$7% ,'/4#&(% 6$;% *0-#% .#% 6/#% ,6/
,/'-%='8(%?6*6$%.011%)#%&##E0$7%2&9%U2&*
6&%='8%8'#&%$'*%5+;&04611;%4'-#%1''E3
0$7%,'/%2&%)2*%&##E&%2&%*+/'27+%*+#%5#'3
51#% 6/'2$8% 2&(% ?6*6$% ',*#$% &##E&% 2&
*+/'27+% *+#% 5#'51#%.#% 6&&'406*#%.0*+9
g#'51#% ',*#$% &6;% *'% 2&(%�A/;% *+0&�0*�&
/#611;% 7''8(�% '/%�='% &##% *+6*�R% *+0$E
;'2�11% 10E#% 0*(�% '/%�X#*�&% 7'% 8'% *+0&% '/
*+6*9�

?'-#*0-#&%?6*6$%.011%4'-#%&##E0$7
2&% *+/'27+% 5#'51#% 41'&#% *'% 2&�#"#$
,6-01;% -#-)#/&(% ,/0#$8&(% '/% 4+2/4+
-#-)#/&9%R*%0&%*+#%0$"0*6*0'$%',%'2/%,6-3
01;%6$8%,/0#$8&%*+6*% 0&% *+#%-'&*%80,,0421*
*'% &6;% �$'�% *'9% :2*% $'% -6**#/% .+'% 0&
1''E0$7% ,'/%2&%'/% 0$"0*0$7%2&�&*/6$7#/(
,/0#$8(% ,6-01;%-#-)#/(% '/% #"#$% 4+2/4+
-#-)#/(%.#%$##8%*'%80&*0$720&+%.+'&#
0$"0*6*0'$%0*�&%/#611;%,/'-M%='8%'/%?6*6$9

Satan’s Knocking
U2&*% 6&% ='8% .6$*&% *'% /21#% '2/% +#6/*(
?6*6$%.6$*&%*'%10"#%0$%'2/%+#6/*%6$8%)#
*+#%E0$7%',%'2/%10"#&%6&%.#119%R$%Y6**+#.
KTMNL3NZ(%U#&2&%&6;&M

F$% 2$41#6$% &50/0*% 7'#&% '2*% ',% 6% -6$(
1''E0$7% ,'/% 6% 5164#% *'% 10"#% )2*% ,'2$8
$'$#9% ?'% 0*% 8#408#&% *'% /#*2/$% *'% *+#
+'2&#% ,/'-%.+04+% +#% 46-#9%j+#$% +#
4'-#&(%+#%,0$8&%0*%#-5*;(%&.#5*(%6$8%52*
0$%'/8#/9%?'%+#%7'#&%6$8%*6E#&%.0*+%+0-
&#"#$% '*+#/% &50/0*% -'/#% .04E#8% *+6$
+0-&#1,% 6$8% *+#;% #$*#/#8% 6$8% 8.#11
*+#/#W% 6$8% *+#% 16&*% &*6*#%',% *+6*%-6$% 0&
.'/&#%*+6$%*+#%,0/&*9

R*�&% 7''8% *+6*%.#% 41#6$% '2/% +#6/*(
)2*% .#% $##8% *'% 64*0"#1;% ,011% '2/% +#6/*
.0*+% ='8�&% ?50/0*(% '*+#/.0&#% ?6*6$%.011
4'-#%0$%6760$%#"#$%.'/&#%*+6$%)#,'/#9
C$#%'/%*+#%'*+#/%.011%)#%*+#%E0$7%',%'2/
+#6/*% 6$8% /21#/% ',% '2/% 10,#�='8% '/
?6*6$9

A+#%16&*%*+0$7%?6*6$%.6$*&%0&%,'/%2&
*'% 8/6.% 41'&#/% *'% ='89% A+#% 41'&#/% .#
6/#% *'% ='8(% *+#% -'/#% ?6*6$% .6$*&% *'
6**64E9% ?'-#*0-#&% ?6*6$% .011% */;% *'
E$'4E%2&%8'.$%6$8%-6E#%2&% 1'&#%'2/
,60*+% 0$% ='8% );% 70"0$7% 2&% */0)216*0'$&
6$8%+6/8&+059%C*+#/%*0-#&%+#%.011%0$*#/3
,#/#%.0*+%'2/%&50/0*261%7/'.*+(%#&5#40613
1;%.+#$%.#%6/#%5/#56/0$7%'2/&#1"#&% *'
&#/"#%='89

A+#/#% .6&% 6% ;'2$7% )/'*+#/% .+'(
6,*#/% 6**#$80$7% 6% 4+2/4+% &#-0$6/(
/#&'1"#8%*'%10"#%6%+'1;%10,#9%B#%8#408#8
*'%8#"'*#%'$#%+'2/%6%86;%*'%5/6;#/%6$8
5#/&'$61%:0)1#%&*28;9%F,*#/%+#%+68%8'$#
*+0&% ,'/% 6)'2*% 6% .##E(% '$#% $07+*% +#
+#6/8%6%$'0&#% 0$% *+#% 10"0$7%/''-%6&%+#
.6&%6)'2*%*'%,611%6&1##59%A+#$%+#%0--#3
806*#1;% &6.% 6% 86/E% &+68'.% -'"#% 0$*'
+0&% )#8/''-(% 6$8% *+#% &+68'.% 5/#&&#8
8'.$%'$%+0-%&'%+#%4'218$�*%)/#6*+#9%B#
+68%6%+6/8%*0-#%&6;0$7(%�+611#12G6+(�%)2*
.+#$% +#% ,0$611;% 808% &'(% *+#% &+68'.
.#$*% 6.6;9% A+0&% )/'*+#/% E$#.% 0$% +0&
+#6/*%*+6*%?6*6$%.6&%*/;0$7%*'%80&4'2/67#
+0-%,/'-%1#680$7%6%&50/0*261%10,#9

A TWO-WAY STREET
j#%6/#$�*%*+#%'$1;%'$#&%6&E0$7(%&##E0$7(
6$8%E$'4E0$7W%='8%0&%61&'%6&E0$7(%&##E3
0$7(%6$8%E$'4E0$7(%6$8%&'%0&%?6*6$9%A+#
4'--2$046*0'$%0&%6%*.'3.6;%&*/##*9

Asking. R*�&%#6&;%*'%/#4#0"#%&'-#3
*+0$7% ,/'-% &'-#'$#% 0,% *+#;% .6$*% *+#
&6-#% *+0$7% ,'/% ;'29% k'/% #\6-51#(% 6
*##$67#/% 5/')6)1;% .'218$�*% /#4#0"#% 6
-'*'/4;41#% ,/'-% +0&% 56/#$*&(% )2*% +#
5/')6)1;%.'218% /#4#0"#% 6% 46/(% )#462&#
&6,#*;% 0&% .+6*% +0&% 56/#$*&% .'218%.6$*
,'/% +0-9% A'86;% 0,% .#% 6&E% ,'/% .'/181;
51#6&2/#&(% .#% .011% 5/')6)1;% 7#*% 0*
)#462&#%*+6*�&%.+6*%?6*6$%.6$*&%,'/%2&9
C$% *+#% '*+#/% +6$8(% 0,%.#% 6&E%='8% ,'/

&*/#$7*+% 6$8% .0&8'-% 0$% '2/% &50/0*261
G'2/$#;(%.#%.011%/#4#0"#%*+#&#%)1#&&0$7&
)#462&#% *+6*�&%.+6*%='8%.6$*&% ,'/%2&9
A+#%&#4/#*%*'%/#4#0"0$7%.+6*%.#%6&E%,'/
0&%*'%6&E%,'/%*+#%*+0$7&%='8%.6$*&%2&%*'
+6"#�B0&% E0$78'-(%B0&% /07+*#'2&$#&&(
6$8%B0&%71'/;9

Seeking. j+#$#"#/% .#% ,##1% 1'&*
6$8% 6/#% 1''E0$7% ,'/% &'-#*+0$7(% *+6*
&'-#*+0$7% 0&% 5/')6)1;% 1''E0$7% ,'/% 2&
*''9% R,% .#% 6/#% &##E0$7% *+#% 51#6&2/#% ',
&0$(%0*%.011%5/')6)1;%,0$8%2&%"#/;%I204E3
1;�6$8%'$4#%0*%,0$8&%2&(%0*%.011%$'*%#6&3
01;%1#*%7'9%B'.#"#/(%0,%.#%#6/$#&*1;%&##E
='8%.+#$%.#%,##1%1'&*(%='8%.011%61&'%)#
&##E0$7%2&(%6$8%.011%,0$8%2&%6$8%)/0$7%2&
+'-#9%�</6.%$#6/%*'%='8(%6$8%B#%.011
8/6.%$#6/%*'%;'2�%JU6&%NMbO

Knocking. j+#$%.#% /#611;%.6$*
&'-#*+0$7(%.#%-07+*%E$'4E%'$%80,,#/#$*
8''/&%*'%,0$8%0*9%:2*%)#,'/#%.#%/60&#%'2/
+6$8% *'% E$'4E(% .#% &+'218% 6&E% '2/3
&#1"#&(% �j+'&#% 8''/% 0&% *+0&% *+6*% R�-
7'0$7% *'% E$'4E% '$@% U#&2&�% '/% ?6*6$�&@�
?'-#*0-#&% *+#% '$1;% *+0$7% )#*.##$% 2&
6$8%='8(%'/%2&%6$8%?6*6$(%0&%6%8''/9%j#
$##8% *'% )#% 46/#,21% .+04+% 8''/% .#
8#408#%*'%E$'4E%'$9

_'% -6**#/% +'.% ,6/% .#% -6;% 8/0,*
,/'-% ='8(% B#% 0&% 61.6;&% 6&E0$7% 2&% *'
4'-#% )64E% *'% B0-(% &##E0$7% *+#% '$#
&+##5% *+6*% +6&% .6$8#/#8% 6.6;% 6$8
E$'4E0$7% '$% '2/% 8''/% &'% *+6*%.#%.011
'5#$% '2/% +#6/*% *'% B0-9% :2*% U#&2&%.011
$#"#/% ,'/4#%B0&%.6;%0$*'%'2/% 10"#&9%j#
61&'%+6"#%*'%)#%.0110$7%*'%6&E(%*'%&##E(
6$8%*'%E$'4E%6&%.#119% R,% *+#%1'&*%&+##5
8'#&$�*%.6$*% *'% )#% )/'27+*% +'-#(% *+#
&+#5+#/8%.011% $'*% 8/67% 0*% +'-#9% R,% *+#
5/'80761%&'$%8#408#&%*+6*%+#%10E#&%10"0$7
.0*+%*+#%507&%6$8%8'#&$�*%1#6"#%+0&%,01*+;
10,#&*;1#(%+#%.011%$#"#/%)#%6)1#%*'%10"#%0$
B0&%,6*+#/�&%)1#&&0$7&%6760$9

U#&2&%0&%*+#/#%,'/%;'2W%B#%+6&%)##$
*+#/#%)#,'/#(%6$8%B#%.011%)#%*+#/#%6760$9
A+#%I2#&*0'$%0&(%6/#%;'2%.0110$7%*'%6&E(
*'%&##E(%6$8%*'%E$'4E@%%✯

MANNA 29



A Jar of Clay

30 ISSUE 36 JUL-SEP 2001



Staying alert: Paying attention to
wake-up calls*
R,%;'2%*61E%*'%5#'51#%.+'%+6"#%+68%#\*/6-6/0*61
6,,60/&(%-'&*%',%*+#-%.011%*#11%;'2%*+6*%*+#;%808%$'*
1''E%,'/%'55'/*2$0*0#&%*'%4+#6*%'$%*+#0/%&5'2&#9%R$
,64*(% -6$;% &+6/#% *+#% #\5#/0#$4#% ',% )#0$7% &2/3
5/0&#8%6*%*+#0/%6**/64*0'$%*'%&'-#'$#%.+'%&'-#3
+'.%-68#% *+#-% P4'-#% 610"#S% 6$8% 7#*% 0$% *'24+
.0*+% #-'*0'$&% *+6*% *+#;% +68% $'*% ,#1*% 0$% ;#6/&9
?24+%-670461%,##10$7&%',%4'$$#4*0'$%6$8%6,,#4*0'$
-68#% 7'0$7% ,'/.6/8% .0*+% 8#"#1'50$7% 6$% 011040*
/#16*0'$&+05% &##-% &'-#+'.% /07+*9% j+6*% *+#&#
0$80"08261&%',*#$%8'%$'*%/#610e#%0&%*+6*%*+#%)#70$3
$0$7%',%*+#0/%8'.$,611%2&2611;%10#&%0$%,6010$7%*'%/#43
'7$0e#%*+#0/%6**/64*0'$%*'%&'-#'$#%#1&#%6&%6%86$3
7#/% &07$619% A+#;% 8'% $'*% &##% 0*% ,'/%.+6*% 0*% 0&f6
.6E#325% 4611% *+6*% &'2$8&% 6$% 2/7#$*% 6$8% &')#/
.6/$0$7%*'%-#$8%6$%#-'*0'$61%"'08%0$%*+#0/%-6/3
/067#9% A+0&% "'08%-6;% +6"#% 7'$#% 2$$'*04#8% 6$8
2$6**#$8#8% *'% ,'/%-6$;% ;#6/&(% 6$8% 0*% +6&%-68#
*+#-%"21$#/6)1#%*'%*#-5*6*0'$&9

j+#$%1#,*%2$-#*(%'2/%#-'*0'$61%$##8&%56"#
*+#%.6;% *'% 1'$70$7&% 6$8% "21$#/6)010*0#&9%j#% 6/#
56/*04216/1;% &2&4#5*0)1#% *'% #\*/6-6/0*61% 6,,60/&
.+#$%.#%6/#%80&&6*0&,0#8%.0*+%'2/%'.$%-6//067#9
?24+%80&&6*0&,64*0'$%',*#$%8#"#1'5&%6&%6%/#&21*%',
2$,21,011#8%$##8&%6$8%8#&0/#&(%.+04+%70"#%.6;%*'
6$%#-'*0'$61%"'08% *+6*%-6;%7/'.%2$8#*#4*#8% 0$
'2/%-6//067#9%C"#/%*0-#(%*+0&%"'08%-6E#&%2&%"213
$#/6)1#% *'% *+#% 6**#$*0'$% 6$8%6,,#4*0'$%',%'*+#/&9
=#&*2/#&% ',% 4'$4#/$(% $'%-6**#/% +'.% 0$$'4#$*1;

#\*#$8#8% );% &'-#'$#% '*+#/% *+6$% '2/% &5'2&#(
-6;% +655#$% *'% ,21,011% 6$% #-'*0'$61% "'08%.0*+0$
2&(%4/#6*0$7%6$%0112&0'$%',%0$*0-64;%6$8%&*0//0$7%25
,##10$7&%',%6**/64*0'$%,'/%*+6*%5#/&'$9%

F%-6*4+%-6;% )#%-68#% 0$% +#6"#$(% )2*% *+#
#$&20$7% -6//067#% 0&% )201*% '$% #6/*+9% !"#/;% -6/3
/067#(% #"#$% *+#% )#&*% ',% *+#-(% +6&% 0*&% &+6/#&% ',
P8'.$&(S% #-'*0'$61% "'08&(% 6$8% $#76*0"#% 6&5#4*&
*+6*% 6/#% "21$#/6)1#% *'% 0$*/28#/&9%j+6*% &#56/6*#&
*+#%&244#&&,21%-6//067#&%,/'-%*+#%8''-#8%'$#&(
+'.#"#/(% 0&% +'.% 6$% 6**/64*0'$% *'% 6% 5'*#$*061
0$*/28#/% 0&% +6$81#89% A+'&#% .+'% 7'% '$% *'% +6"#
6,,60/&% 0$*#/5/#*% *+#% 6**/64*0'$% *+#;% ,##1% *'% 6$
#\*/6-6/0*61% '*+#/% 6&% 6% &07$% *+6*% *+#;% 6$8% *+#0/
&5'2&#%+6"#%7/'.$%0//#56/6)1;%656/*9%R$%4'$*/6&*(
*+'&#%.+'%+'18%&*#68,6&*%*'%*+#0/%-6//067#%"'.&
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Communicating with your
spouse and regaining sobriety*
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Today, one out of every two marriages ends in divorce. Still high-

er is the rate of people who break their marriage vow to “forsake

all others,” instead becoming unfaithful to their spouse. Some crit-

ics blame these problems on the declining morality or values of

this generation. But even Christians who hold strong convictions

against infidelity are part of these appalling statistics. Living in a

world where marital unfaithfulness is becoming the norm, we as

Christians need to take extra caution to protect our marriages in

these times. What are some ways that you can keep intruders out

of your marriage? Let’s take a look at a few together. 
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Guarding what you say*
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Being a prudent helper
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Praying for divine abidance
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Give Your Child a Suitable
Bible
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Instill a Love of Reading in
Your Child
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Proper nutrition and adequate exercise go hand in
hand to promote physical fitness. As concerned par-
ents, we begin early on in our children’s lives to

teach them how to eat right and exercise. This principle
also applies to our children’s spiritual fitness. When our
children feed on the Word of God and exercise their faith
in Him, they will grow strong in the Lord. In this column,
a mom shares insights garnered from her parenting expe-
rience.
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Build a Reference
Collection for Your Child
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Encourage Your Child to
Exercise Faith
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Would you agree that there is
great tension between the world

of work and the world of religion? Who
do you think is winning the battle?
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WHAT IF I CAN’T FIND ANYONE IN
CHURCH I CAN RELATE TO?
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,'/%&'-#'$#%#1&#%*'%0$0*06*#%6%/#16*0'$&+05@

O
nce we move on to college, we have to make a
lot of decisions for ourselves. We have to decide
what bank to open an account with, what major
to study, and who to spend our time with. That
last decision may be the most pressing when we
first enter the college scene. As Christians, we

ought to include God in our major decisions, such as choosing
what kind of people to be our friends. How do we choose our
friends from such a diverse student body? Is it important to
find friends who are in church?
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4'-0$7&9%R$&*#68%',%&+2$$0$7%6%7/'25%',%0-5#/3
,#4*%;'2*+&(%.#%&+'218%)#%2$0*#8%6$8%#$4'2/67#
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DO I NEED FRIENDS OUTSIDE OF
CHURCH?
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CHOOSING FRIENDS FROM AMONG
CLASSMATES
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NEVER COMPROMISE WHAT YOU
BELIEVE IN
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Honey,
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Love,

Mom
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